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ABOUT MONITORING HATE SPEECH IN THE MEDIA 

In Turkey, we frequently witness the use of biased, prejudiced and discriminatory language in the 

media. The provocative, racist and discriminatory language is commonly used by the media – in 

particular in the headlines and news headings – is an instrument that entrenches stereotypes and 

fuels feelings of hostility and discrimination in society. Despite the fact that there are universal and 

national principles of journalism and that some media organizations have even issued their own code 

of ethics, many journalistic end products happen to violate these principles. The use of such language 

entrenches unrest in society, as well as widespread prejudice against vulnerable groups. Targeted 

individuals and groups become restless and silent and are forced to renounce their rights to 

participate in social and political life, something that a sine qua non for democracy. Such provocative 

and stigmatizing use of language can sometimes result in attacks on the members or gathering places 

of marginalized and antagonized groups. 

Prejudice, racism, xenophobia, partiality, discrimination, sexism, and homophobia lie at the core of 

hate speech. Factors such as cultural identities as well as group characteristics influence the use of 

hate speech; yet certain circumstances such as rising nationalism or intolerance towards what is 

different further increases the frequency of the use hate speech as well as its impact.  

For various reasons, Turkey has recently been witnessing polarization between various sections of 

society; thus intolerance towards difference, the “other”, is becoming increasingly more widespread. 

The decades-long conflicts in Southeast Anatolia, the sudden demographic changes elicited by forced 

displacement of people due to the conflict, as well as economic, social and cultural conflicts have all 

played a role in the escalation of tension between communities. On the other hand, presenting 

democratization efforts such as the initiatives regarding minority rights and inter-religious dialogue, 

as well as the discussions surrounding the Cyprus question as “foreign powers’ plots aimed at 

Turkey” also nurture polarization and enmity. Furthermore, the developments in the Middle East, 

discussions around Kurdish and Armenian questions and peace process currently on the agenda 

causes those people and institutions, who have ideas to resolve these issues, to be targeted and 

certain ethnic groups to be portrayed as enemies. Such discourse, generated by particular 

publications with opposite standpoints, sets the ground for a conflictual atmosphere. Finally, the way 

the Taksim Gezi Park protests were covered in newspapers was important, as it revealed how media 

can intensify polarization in society. 

As a result of the frequent use of discriminatory language by the media, the manifestation of hostile 

perceptions and attitudes towards different groups and individuals, who are known or assumed 

members of such groups, has become an important and ever-growing problem in Turkey. Even 

opinion leaders such as government officials, opposition leaders and public servants have no qualms 

about using such racist and discriminatory language. For example, the allegation made by 

government officials that foreign powers and the “interest rate lobby” organized Taksim Gezi Park 

protests caused certain groups, in particular Jews, to be targeted promulgates marginalization of 

targeted groups.  

The media (press-broadcast), often dubbed the fourth estate, is one of the most effective cultural 
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conductors. Therefore, as much as it has the power to highlight diversity and difference, it can also 

be extremely leading and instrumental in spreading and banalizing a conflict. If the media behaves 

irresponsibly and carelessly, it can very easily trigger, foster and strengthen racism and hatred 

between people, and worst of all, it can legitimize such attitudes by justifying them. 

For many years, the media in Turkey has been one of the active sources of nationalist and 

discriminatory discourse. Such journalistic practices substantially contribute to polarization in 

society. When we study some of the hate crimes that took place in recent years, it becomes easier to 

understand the impact of the media. Yasin Hayal, who was on trial as the instigator of the Hrant Dink 

murder, said in his statement that, “He did not know Hrant Dink personally, but had read in 

newspapers that he was an enemy of the Turks.” The person who was accused of attacking the priest 

of the Church of St. Sophia in Izmir in December 2007 stated that he did the attack to become a hero 

like Ogün Samast. One of the main objectives of the Hrant Dink Foundation, which was founded after 

the murder of Hrant Dink for the purpose of carrying on his dreams, ideals and struggle, is to 

contribute to ending the polarization and enmity in society. 

 

MONITORING HATE SPEECH IN NATIONAL AND LOCAL NEWSPAPERS  

IN TURKEY 

Aim and scope of the study 

The overarching aim of the study ‘Media Watch on Hate Speech’ is to contribute to combating 

racism, discrimination and intolerance in Turkey. Taking into account the importance of civilian 

oversight on the media, which is one of the instruments for producing and reproducing racism, 

discrimination and othering, the specific goal of this study is to strengthen newspapers’ respect for 

human rights and differences, draw attention to discriminatory language and hate speech targeted 

towards people and groups about their certain identity characteristics, and thereby raise awareness. 

In the long run, the study aims to support non-governmental organizations in combating hate 

speech, enhancing media watch skills, and working together systematically to ensure that the media 

respects social and cultural diversity and upholds equality in its language and methods. 

Within the framework of the “Media Watch on Hate Speech”, the study via which the Foundation 

carries out in order to achieve those goals, the national and local press are scanned, news and 

opinion columns that feature discriminatory, alienating and target-making discourse are identified, 

analyzed and brought to public attention through reports and the website www.nefretsoylemi.org. 

The content provided on the project website is also shared through Facebook1 and Twitter2. The 

report is sent to non-governmental organizations, media organizations, journalism-related 

                                                           

1
 https://www.facebook.com/medyadanefretsoylemi 

2
 https://twitter.com/NefretSoylemi 
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professional organizations, and also published on our website. 

Apart from monitoring newspapers, the project aims to raise awareness about hate speech by 

organizing research meetings, conferences, seminars and trainings with NGO representatives, jurists, 

academics, professional organizations, and journalists. In this context, international panel discussions 

are held and meetings on hate speech are organized at universities to facilitate the discussion of 

project findings in order to inform people about the concept of “hate speech”, to provide 

opportunities for discussion of possible ways and methods of countering discriminatory and racist 

discourse, and to encourage the use of a more conscious and respectful language when discussing 

human rights issues and minorities in the media. 

Furthermore, initiatives include cooperation with others for the development of lectures on hate 

speech, and theses and dissertations that study hate speech. In the year of 2012, in close cooperation 

with academics and representatives of non-governmental organizations, we prepared a draft of a 

one-semester syllabus named “Discrimination, Hate Speech and Media” and shared it with 

academics. Currently, in line of the feedback from those academics, we are working towards 

improving the content of the syllabus and for its application in universities. 

In parallel with the curriculum studies, a multi-authored book that serves as a supplementary source 

for the syllabus and as an introductory source for the general reader, “Media and Hate Speech: 

Concepts, Outlets, Discussions” 3, was published in December 2013. The book was edited by Mahmut 

Çınar from Bahçeşehir University, Faculty of Communication, published with a preface by Professor 

Fuat Keyman from Istanbul Policy Center and has the potential to be a reference work in this field. 

Methodology 

Within the scope of the media monitoring work focusing on hate speech, all national newspapers 

and approximately 500 local newspapers are scanned based on pre-determined keywords (e.g. 

collaborator, enemy of the Turks, separatist, etc.) via the media monitoring center. 

During the previous periods, the newspapers published in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 

(TRNC) were included under the category of local press, however deciding that this was not 

methodologically adequate, these publications are taken out of the list. All publications that have 

been studied within the report periods are listed in respective reports; hence, this makes it possible 

to see the general picture in relation to the previous periods – excluding the TRNC publications.   

While the main focus has been on hate speech based on national, ethnic and religious identities; 

sexist and homophobic discourse are also examined within the scope of the monitoring work. In this 

study, we mainly used the critical discourse analysis methodology, as well as other associated 

techniques, commonly used in media studies. In line with the characteristics of news pieces, textual 

and iconographic (pertaining to photographs, pictures and other illustrations) context analyses were 

carried out. In order to determine specific indicators for the content and discourse of the news, first, 

                                                           

3
 http://www.hrantdink.org/?Publications=7&id=902&Lang= 
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we conducted quantitative analyses of where (in which newspapers), how and through which sources 

hate speech was manifested and generated most and who were the targets of it. 

We based our definition of hate speech on the 1997 Recommendation on hate speech accepted by 

the Committee of the Ministers of the Council of Europe. Hate speech, as defined by the Council of 

Europe, “covers all forms of expression which spread, incite, promote or justify racial hatred, 

xenophobia, anti-Semitism or other forms of hatred based on intolerance, including: intolerance 

expressed by aggressive nationalism and ethnocentrism, discrimination and hostility against 

minorities, migrants and people of immigrant origin.” 

In accordance with the purpose and scope explained above, news articles identified as featuring hate 

speech are divided into categories based on qualitative characteristics of the adopted discourse. 

Based on previously conducted international scientific studies, and in consideration of the country- 

specific lingual and cultural differences, hateful discourse has categories as follows: 

1) Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion: Any discourse that features negative generalization, 

distortion, exaggeration or negative attribution targeting a community as a whole, based on a 

specific individual or event (e.g. “Turkey is drowned into the sound of [church] bells!”). 

2) Blasphemy / Insult / Degradation: Any discourse that contains direct swearing, insult or 

denigration about a community (e.g. use of words such as ‘treacherous’, ‘dog’, ‘mud-blood’, etc.). 

3) Enmity / War Discourse: Any discourse that includes hostile, war-mongering expressions about a 

community (e.g. The Cruelty of Gavur4) 

4) Use of inherent identity as an element of hate or humiliation / Symbolization: Any discourse that 

uses various aspects of one’s natural identity as an element of hate, humiliation or symbolization 

(e.g. use of phrases with negative connotations such as “your mother is Armenian anyway” or “is 

your surname Davutoğlu or Davutyan?”). 

 

DISCRIMINATORY DISCOURSE THEMATIC SUBJECTS 

As of 2013, discriminatory discourse reports have been added to the periodical reports on hate 

speech covering a period of four months. Focusing on a specific theme within the four-month period, 

an appropriate research method is determined and a discriminatory discourse analysis is performed. 

The aim of these analyses is to uncover discourse that was formulated in an implicit manner, covertly 

conveying discriminatory or alienating messages. 

                                                           

4
 The word “gavur” is used in order to insult non-Muslim believers. Even though its basic meaning is “non- 

believer” according to dictionaries, it is always used as an offensive way of addressing non-Muslims in the 
context of Turkey. 
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In 2013, the first media study on discriminatory discourse for the January-April period examined the 

media related to the Black Sea visit of the People’s Democratic Congress (HDK) that included 

members and deputies from the Peace and Democracy Party (BDP). For that study, all news stories 

and opinion columns, between February 15 and 28, 2013 covering this event in Bizim Karadeniz, 

Taka, Cumhuriyet, Hürriyet, Sabah, and Zaman newspapers were analyzed.5 

For the second report for 2013, all news articles and opinion columns published during the first week 

of the Gezi Park events between June 1-7, 2013 in Habertürk, Hürriyet, Özgür Gündem, Radikal, 

Sabah, Sözcü, Taraf, Yeni Şafak, and Zaman dailies were monitored and analyzed using content 

analysis and discourse analysis.6 

For the September-December 2013 period, Alevism was chosen to be the focus due to the high 

number of references found in the media at the time. Resultantly, Birgün, Habertürk, Hürriyet, 

Milliyet, Özgür Gündem, Star, Sözcü, Yeni Şafak, Yurt, and Zaman news oulets were monitored.7 

For the first period of 2014, the subject matter of the discriminatory discourse file was determined to 

be the April 24, Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day of 1915. Taking this date as the baseline, all 

the news articles and columns published between April 22 and 26, 2014 in 8 newspapers including 

Aydınlık, Birgün, Habertürk, Hürriyet, Radikal, Sabah, Türkiye and Zaman were monitored and 

analyzed.8  

For the period covering May-August of 2014, the chosen subject matter was discriminatory discource 

aimed at Jewish identity —resulting from the July launch against Gaza—generated by the Turkish 

press. Accordingly, the newspapers Zaman, Posta, Hürriyet, Sözcü, and Sabah, published between 

July 8 and 22, 2014 were monitored and analyzed.9 

Finally, the theme of the Discriminatory Discourse File for the report covering the September-

December, 2014 period is the discriminatory discourse towards Syrian immigrants in print media. 

Olay, Gaziantep Güneş, and Gaziantep 27 dailies from the local press; and Hürriyet and Sabah dailies 

from the national press published between August 11 and 24, 2015 are monitored. The method used 

in this study as well as the findings can be found in the second part of this report, titled 

“Discriminatory Discourse in Print Media” (Page: 66).  

 

  

                                                           

5
 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/HSR-January-April-2013.pdf 

6
 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/may-august2013_reportfinal.pdf 

7
 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/september-decembe2013_hate_speech_report_final.pdf 

8
 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/January-April2014_HateSpeechandDiscriminatoryDiscourseReport.pdf 

9
 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/May-Agust2014.pdf 
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FINDINGS 

During the four months covering September – October – November – December 2014 of the 

“Monitoring Hate Speech in Media” study, 313 opinion columns and news articles were identified as 

targeting national, ethnic and religious groups; and among these publications 321 counts of hate 

speech were found. The difference between the number of publications and the number of hate 

speech items is due to the fact that eight of the items generating hate speech targeted more than 

one group under different categories. 

Similar to the previous period, increases in the instances of hate speech continued into the third 

four-month period of 2014. At the national level, the primary events that paved the way for hate 

speech included the Kobanê protests, Pope Francis’s visit to Turkey in response to President Recep 

Tayyip Erdoğan’s invitation, the attack on Al Aqsa Mosque, and – as always is the case during the last 

periods of each year– New Year’s.  

When analyzing the articles that contained hate speech, instead of arguments that follow a rational 

logic, a sense of rage dominating the flow of writing was found. Writings aimed at fueling the 

polarization between societies and beliefs were grounded on circulated examples without 

questioning their validity. As in the previous periods, “conspiracy theories” were employed as 

motivational instruments in the examined articles during this period. Morever, as a motive for a good 

number of unfavorable events, various religious and ethnical groups who “dominate the world” and 

“carry out covert and clandestine activities” were often brought forward as contentious. 

During this period, the increase in the number of the articles generating hate speech was reflected in 

the number of targeted groups, although not in the same rate of increase. While 32 different groups 

were exposed to hate speech within the previous period, that number increased to 36 during the 

third period of 2014. Whereas sixteen different groups were exposed to hate speech because of their 

national identities during this period, 12 groups were exposed to hate speech because of their 

religious beliefs or disbeliefs; six groups were targeted due to their ethnic identities and two groups 

were subjected to it due to their generalized geographical identities10. Out of the 36 different groups 

targeted, 17 of them were subjected to hate speech in only one item. 

While the number of the items containing hate speech for Jews and Christians was close to each 

other, there was approximately twice the number of items for the group immediately after them; 

Armenians. As we have expressed above, Jews were the first group exposed to hate speech due to 

the attack on the Al Aqsa Mosque.  Whereas the New Year’s celebrations exposed Christians to hate 

speech four times more than the previous period (25 items). Due to the Kobanê agenda, Kurds were 

subjected to hate speech three times more than the previous period (59 contents this period as 

                                                           

10
 Although the reasons for the aforementioned groups for being exposed to hate speech are in reality based 

on their race and religion; since the reasons are not expressed in this way but the groups are named using the 
lands and countries they belong to, the same naming method is applied during the categorization phase for 
these groups.  
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opposed to 18 contests of the previous period) and take the fourth place on the list. In terms of the 

impact current agenda at the time had on hate speech, this period constituted a conspicuous 

exemplar – as well as the previous periods.  

While the groups that were subjected to hate speech in singular examples were handled in relation 

to periodical events and even more in relation to incidental examples, frequently targeted groups in 

a number of publications were subjected to systematic hate speech and conscious hostility. The fact 

that certain groups remain targeted for an extended period of time through great number of news 

items, not only shows the vulnerability of these groups to hate speech, but also presents deep-

seated and persisting efforts of antagonizing these groups. That these groups are consisted of 

people, beliefs and ethnicities living together in this part of the world enhance potential risks of hate 

speech and its particular role in preparing the ground for hate crimes. 

As can be seen in the following graphs, the groups that are less often subjected to hate speech are 

not categorized under the “Others” category, in an effort to portray the variety of the target groups 

according to the context.  

Nonetheless, in accordance with the “proximity” criterion, one of the fundamental conditions of a 

topic being in the news, it has been observed that hate speech is not directed at groups that are not 

closely associated with Turkey’s historical or contemporary situation. For example, while 

Norwegians, with which the historical and contemporary connection is quite weak, in accordance 

with the “proximity” criterion, tend not to be targeted by hate speech. Rather, British, Germans and 

French are exposed to hate speech more often.   

Graph 1 
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Graph 2 
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10 articles were directed at Jews along with other groups. The most influential determinant was 

derived from İlhan Yardımcı’s discussion of seven different opinion columns containing the same 

title: “The calamity of the century: Zionism (Judaism)”.  

Similarly to previous periods, it was observed that hate speech was mainly found within opinion 

columns. Of the items studied, opinion columns constituted 253 items, whereas news items 

constituted 59 of the grand total. Items such as readers’ contributions (3), or pages like Press Archive 

(2) and history pages (1), poems (1), announcements/news (1) and article series (1) were evaluated 

under the heading “Others” where hate speech was observed in nine items under this category.  

In Turkey’s press, the groups towards whom ‘othering’ was directed did not change radically 

compared to previous periods. During the third four-month period of the year, hate speech primarily 

targeting Jews equaled 143 items. Christians represented the second largest group targeted, 

followed by Armenians as the third with 60 items. The Kurds were the subject of 59 items, Rûms 19 

items, British, 18 items, Syrians, 16 items, and Greeks, 14 items. In the items studied, we came 

across the following distribution of hate speech categorized by target groups: 

Graph 311 

 

                                                           

11
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than the total number of items (321), which is more than the number of
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The list of the groups about whom hate speech was generated in only one item is as follows:  

Africans  Uzbeks  

Atheists  Romanians  

Azerbaijanis  Shiites  

Bulgarians  Blacks  

Georgians  Assyrians  

Italians  Saudis  

Krymchaks Turkmens 

Moldovans Zoroastrians  

Nestorians   
 

Similar to previous reports, 47 news articles and opinion columns that contain hate speech towards 

women and LGBTI individuals are not included in the statistical analyses and are evaluated 

separately in the second section. Various items with discriminatory content that lays the groundwork 

for hate speech are also evaluated in the same section. 

Distribution of Content According to Type, Newspaper and Categories 

During this period, there was an increase in the percentage of opinion columns containing hate 

speech. That percentage, which was 75.1% in the previous period, increased to 78.80% in this period. 

Consequently, a decrease was observed in the amount of hate speech within content of news type 

(21.28% in the last period; 18.38% in this period). Other contents, on the other hand, consisted of 

readers’ contributions, Press Archives, history pages, etc. (2.8%). 

Within the same period, 19 out of 59 news items (32.2%) were published with a reporter’s name on 

the article, eight of them which included the affiliated news agencies, while the others were 

published with the newspapers’ name on them. 

Graph 4 
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Graph 5 

 

Of national newspapers, hate speech was most often generated in the Milli Gazete (37 issues, 
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Graph 6 
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Akşam

Yeni Asya

Vahdet
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During this period, when we study the distribution of the items containing hate speech in local press, 
we have seen that 42 newspapers in local press generated hate speech in only one item. The list of 
these newspapers is given in the table below:  
 

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS THAT GENERATED HATE SPEECH IN ONLY 1 ITEM 

19 Mayıs Düzce Damla Kocaeli Demokrat 

25 Mayıs Gazetesi Elazığ Günışığı Konya Takip 

Afyon Gazete 3 Elmalı Gündem Konya Yeni Haber 

Akdenizde Yeni Yüzyıl Eskişehir Son Haber Korkuteli Gündem 

Ankara Anadolu Eskişehir Yenigün Kuzey Ekspres 

Ankara İl Gazetesi Fethiye Gerçek Mersin Hakimiyet 

Antalya Gazetesi Gazete 13 Pusula Haber Konya 

Antalya Hilal Gazete Kaktüs Samsun Denge 

Bolu Gündem Gaziantep Ekspres Samsun Haber 

Çorum Dost Haber Haber Alanya Sivas İrade 

Çorum Hakimiyet İstanbul Ekonomi Şanlıurfa 

Denizli Deha 20 Kayseri Anadolu Haber Trakyada Yeşil Yurt 

Denizli Olay Kayseri Ülker Yedigün Ankara 

Diyarbakır Özgür Haber Kayseri Yeni Haber Yıldız Haber 

Among the local newspapers studied, 19 of them generated hate speech in two items each. The list 

of these papers is as follows:  

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS THAT GENERATED HATE SPEECH IN ONLY TWO ITEMS 

Balıkesir Merhaba Kırşehir Memleket 

Bizim Sivas Konya Hakimiyet 

Bursa Hayat Konya Yenigün 

Çorum Haber Küçük Menderes 

Denizli Yeni Olay Medya Yenigün 

Gaziantep Referans Yeni Konya 

Gümüşkent Yeni Meram 

Karadeniz Güne Bakış Yörem Gazetesi 

Karadenizde İstikbal Zonguldak Yeni Adım 

Kayseri Meydan  

It was determined that Dokuz Sütun, Karadeniz’de Son Nokta, Konya Merhaba, Dünden Bugüne 

Şafak, Özgür Kocaeli, Gazete Akdeniz, Kayseri Gündem, Kayseri Hakimiyet, and Taka generated hate 

speech in three items each.  

Finally, Karadeniz and Kayseri Star Haber dailies generated hate speech in four items each and 

seven items containing hate speech were determined in Ankara Haber Vaktim. With 13 items 

containing hate speech, Yeni Marmara was found to be the local newspaper generating the greatest 

number of items containing hate speech.  

As in previous periods, hate speech items published in newspapers were studied in four 

predetermined categories: (1) Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion, (2) Blasphemy / Insult / 
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Denigration, (3) Enmity / War Discourse, (4) Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause 

for Hate or Humiliation / Symbolization. 

These categories were determined to assist in the understanding of hate speech generated in 

different types and expressed in an implicit or explicit manner. Although it is undoubtedly possible to 

detect qualities that pertain to more than one category in an article, each article was analyzed under 

the category for which it contained qualities most relevant to the defining characteristics of a 

particular category.  

During this four-month study period, Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion ranked first (160 items) 

in the distribution of the categories. It was followed by Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration (77 items) 

and Enmity / War Discourse (75 items). There were nine items under the category Using a Natural 

Element of One’s Identity as a Cause for Hate or Humiliation / Symbolization; five items targeted 

Jews, (together with Christians in one item), the other four targeted Armenians. 

Graph 7 

 

Results from this period also indicated the group most exposed to hate speech was the Jewish 

population and Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion was the most frequently used category (82 

items); this was followed by Enmity / War Discourse with 29 items and Blasphemy / Insult / 

Denigration with 27 items.  Under the category Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause 

for Hate / Symbolization five items were detected, 91 of which contained hate speech directed 

towards the Jewish population and published in the national press, while 52 items were located in 

the local press. 
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Graph 8 

 

Looking at categories according to target groups, it was observed that Exaggeration / Attribution / 

Distortion dominated hate speech directed at Christians, the second highest group with 72 items. It 

was followed by 22 items of Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration and 20 items of Enmity / War 

Discourse. One item was evaluated under the category of Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity 

as a Cause for Hate / Symbolization. 72 of the items containing hate speech were published in the 

national press and 43 items in the local press. 

Graph 9 

 

Throughout the four-month period, the Armenian population, the third of the top three groups that 

were subjected to hate speech, were mostly targeted within the category of Exaggeration / 

Attribution / Distortion category with 22 items. This was followed by Enmity / War Discourse with 

20 items and 14 items detected fell under the category of Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration. Four 

items were evaluated under the category of Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause for 

Hate / Symbolization. 
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Graph 10 

 

In previous periods, the Armenian and Jewish populations typically shared the two highest places 

among the groups exposed to hate speech.  There was a significant difference in the number of items 

containing hate speech towards these two groups and other ranking groups. . However, we have 

seen that this ranking has changed within the third quarter of 2014 and the number of items 

containing hate speech towards the first four groups converged. A comparative table below shows 

this change more clearly:  

Period First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place Fifth Place 

May - August 
2014 

Jews (130) Armenians (60) Christians (25) Rûms (21) Kurds (18) 

September - 
December 2014         

Jews (143) Christians 
(115) 

Armenians (60) Kurds (59) Rûms (19) 

 

Although the groups in the first five places did not change, the ranking of these groups did change –

except the Jews. Christians, towards whom hate speech was generated only 25 times within the 

previous period, moved up to the second place with 111 items; Kurds ranked at the fifth place with 

18 items within the previous period has moved up to the fourth place with 59 items.   

Looking at the distribution among categories with respect to hate speech produced towards the 

Kurdish population, it was seen that Enmity / War Discourse was ranked highest with 25 items. 

There were 22 items under Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion and 12 items under Blasphemy / 

Insult / Denigration. Compared to the previous period, the number of items under the category of 

Enmity / War Discourse increased from 10 items to 25.  

Graph 12 
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Looking at the distribution of hate speech produced towards the Greek population (Rûms), hate 

speech was generated most often in association with Enmity / War Discourse occurring eight times 

followed by Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion with six items and Blasphemy / Insult / 

Denigration with five items. 

Graph 13 
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understand the underlying processes generating hate speech. The category with the most dominant 
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NEWS ITEMS SELECTED DURING  

THE SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 2014 PERIOD 

Date Newspaper Type Author Title Target Group Hate Category 

01-Sep-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Hasan Demir Presidential Seal with Al-
Fatiha Surah on it… 

Christians, Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

02-Sep-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Hazar The octopus and her son British, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

03-Sep-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Hüseyin Hakkı 
Kahveci 

Wahhabi Saudis’ enmity 
towards Turkish nation and 
Turkish state still continues.  

Arabs Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

03-Sep-2014 Özgür 
Gündem 

Opinion 
Column 

Ramzy Baroud Political Islamophobia Arabs Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

03-Sep-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Sevilay Yükselir The congregation created its 
own Alevis (2) 

Alevis Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

03-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa Çelik The home of Anti-Semitism 
is the West (1) 

Western 
Societies, 
Christians, Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

04-Sep-2014 Taka Opinion 
Column 

Muharrem 
Ulusoy 

Is the West Civilized? Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

04-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Yeni Akit Jewish terror in Al-Aqsa 
Mosque 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

08-Sep-2014 Şanlıurfa Opinion 
Column 

İmam Hüseyin 
Savaş 

Injustice Towards Idealist 
Nationalist Bureaucrats 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

08-Sep-2014 Yeni Çağ News 
Article 

Yeni Çağ They leagued together after 
a millennium 

Armenians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

10-Sep-2014 Fethiye 
Gerçek 

Opinion 
Column 

Gül Turan THE NEW TURKEY Syrians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

10-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa Çelik The home of Anti-Semitism 
is the West (2) 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Sep-2014 Yeni 
Meram 

Opinion 
Column 

Cihat Yazıcı CHP Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

11-Sep-2014 Gazete 13 Opinion 
Column 

M. Şakir Koçer FIRST, LOOK AT YOURSELF 
IN THE MIRROR 

Western 
Societies, 
Christians, Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

11-Sep-2014 Haber 
Alanya 

Opinion 
Column 

Gültekin Kabaş Allah is our only hope Christians, Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 
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11-Sep-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Hazar Raki-whiskey-beer-ayran-
sherbet-coke 

British Enmity / War 
Discourse 

12-Sep-2014 Doğru 
Haber 

Reader’s 
Contribution 

Ali Yiğit How does the Jew think? Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

12-Sep-2014 Doğru 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Müfit Yaray Is unity hard? Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

12-Sep-2014 Doğru 
Haber 

Reader’s 
Contribution 

İzzettin Avcı Cruelty Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

12-Sep-2014 Konya Yeni 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Eşref Kuşçu A letter from Pennsylvania 
has arrived!! 

British Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

12-Sep-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Ergün Diler Simons among us Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

12-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Şevki Yılmaz Saudi! Don’t play with fire! Christians, Jews, 
Saudis 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

15-Sep-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete SOLDIERS OF THE DEVIL Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

15-Sep-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Ergün Diler Citizen Gülen / BOTH OF 
THEM ARE PUPPETS 

British, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

16-Sep-2014 Kayseri Star 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Sıvacı September 12
th

 is still 
bleeding 

French, British, 
Greeks 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

16-Sep-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Colum 

Mustafa Aslan The days, which are the 
gospel from the God, are 
close 

Christians, Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

17-Sep-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

İsmail Hakkı 
Akkiraz 

Education has started once 
more without practice and 
decency  

Western 
Societies 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

17-Sep-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Şükrü Alnıaçık Not Without Morale! Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

17-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa Çelik Christian terrorists’ 
massacres on Islamic 
lands/1 

Christians, Jews 

 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

17-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa Özcan Those throwing dodge-ball 
at Turkey 

Christians, 
Shiites, Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

17-Sep-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İsmail Özdemir Schools start, yet with 
concerns 

Western 
Societies, 
Christians 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

18-Sep-2014 Bursa 
Hayat 

Opinion 
Column 

Hilmi Tanış The tribe that suffered the 
wrath and curse of God 5 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 
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18-Sep-2014 Dokuz 
Sütun 

Opinion 
Column 

Ergun Kaftancı Hadji, how much is the 
Damascus dessert? 

Africans, Arabs, 
Azerbaijanis, 
Armenians, 
Georgians, 
Moldovans, 
Uzbeks, 
Romanians, 
Turkmens 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

18-Sep-2014 Takvim News 
Article 

Takvim BARONAGE THE RATERS Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

18-Sep-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Hazar SKIRT!!! Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

18-Sep-2014 Türkiye Opinion 
Column 

Fuat Uğur YL: ST, WSJ, NYT, FT, NYP Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

18-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Timur Çağrı AIHM the gavur Non-Muslims Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

18-Sep-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Haydar Baş Who do we take sides with? Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Sep-2014 Denizli Yeni 
Olay 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Aykol Isn’t It Weird? Western 
Societies, 
Armenians, 
Rûms, Russians 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Hüseyin Öztürk Masked faces, unmasked 
faces 

British, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Ramazan Alkan Even the teachers are 
appointed by the church in 
Europe 

Non-Muslims Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

22-Sep-2014 Yeni Asya Opinion 
Column 

İbrahim 
Ersoylu 

The secret behind Jews’ 
influence on world politics 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Sep-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Tahsin Aydın Whose logic is the logic 
behind that no mother 
should cry? 

Christians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

23-Sep-2014 Denizli Yeni 
Olay 

Opinion 
Column 

Metin Alkan EXCUSE!.. AYN AL-ARAB 
(KOBANI) 

Armenians, 
Kurds 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

23-Sep-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Hazar PARTRIDGE!!! Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

23-Sep-2014 Yeni Çağ Opinion 
Column 

Şüayip Özcan What should we do? Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

23-Sep-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew took 13 
Palestinians into custody 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 
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24-Sep-2014 Kayseri 
Meydan 

Opinion 
Column 

Rifat Açıkgöz WHO IS GOING TO DO 
FAVOR FOR US 

Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

24-Sep-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Rahmi Yolcu May ALLAH END your 
conversations 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

25-Sep-2014 Kayseri 
Meydan 

Poem 
Column 

Rifat Açıkgöz IT IS NECESSARY TO LEARN 
HISTORY 

Armenians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

25-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Hüseyin Öztürk Erdoğan did it again Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

25-Sep-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Şevki Yılmaz Let NATO be mortified! Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-Sep-2014 Denizli 
Deha 20 

Opinion 
Column 

Ergül Aykol TURKISHNESS IS UNDER 
PRESSURE 

Armenians, 
Kurds, Greeks 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

29-Sep-2014 Yeni Çağ News 
Article 

Yeni Çağ Armenians disguised as 
refugees will give trouble 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Sep-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Tahsin Aydın Guess whose side are we in 
the 17

th
, 18

th
 and 19

th
 

Crusades? 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Sep-2014 Yeni Şafak Opinion 
Column 

Tamer 
Korkmaz 

What did he say then? What 
is he doing now?  

Christians, Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

02-Oct-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İsmail Özdemir Soldiers of the devil Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

02-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Akın Aydın Why does he say what he 
couldn’t say in the UN and 
CFR 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

03-Oct-2014 Balıkesir 
Merhaba 

Opinion 
Column 

Sait Soydan 
Yılmaz 

STRUGGLE AGAINST IDEA 
POLLUTION AND THE 
OCCUPATION OF THE MIND 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

03-Oct-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Hazar We took off our glasses British, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Oct-2014 Dokuz 
Sütun 

News 
Article 

AA We shall not let Rûm seizure Rûms  Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Oct-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Nazif Kurucu OUR SOUTHERN BORDERS 
SHOULD BE CLOSED 
AGAINST UNLAWFUL 
ENTRIES 

Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

07-Oct-2014 Dokuz 
Sütun 

Opinion 
Column 

Ergun Kaftancı The subject is obvious Kurds Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 
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07-Oct-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa Özcan Victory of the vulgar Kurds Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

08-Oct-2014 Akşam News 
Article 

Ahmet Dinç CHRISTIAN PARALLELS IN 
THE SUMMIT/They summit 
shoulder to shoulder 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

08-Oct-2014 Diyarbakır 
Özgür 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Eyüphan Kaya ISIS promises caliphate, 
what about you? 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

08-Oct-2014 Karadeniz Opinion 
Column 

Aras Perekli WHY DO ISIS SLAP KURDS? Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

08-Oct-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Halil Mert Kobanê trap and to be a 
Turk… 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

08-Oct-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Şükrü Alnıaçık "Co-bahni 1915!" Kurds Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

08-Oct-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

Metin Hasırcı One language, a man; two 
languages, two men 

Rûms  Enmity / War 
Discourse 

09-Oct-2014 Gaziantep 
Ekspres 

Opinion 
Column 

Şaban Doğru FESTIVE HOLIDAY Armenians, 
Rûms, Jews 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

09-Oct-2014 Sözcü Opinion 
Column 

Rahmi Turan Here is the initiative (!) / 
What a shame 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

09-Oct-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew attacked the 
Muslims in Al-Aqsa Mosque 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

09-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Haydar Baş The war continues, dreams 
come to nothing 

Alevis, 
Christians, 
Kurds, Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Oct-2014 Güneş Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Memiş 

You should immediately call 
those who pour these 
rascals into the streets to 
account for doing so! 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

10-Oct-2014 Karadenizd
e Son 
Nokta 

Opinion 
Column 

Osman Diyadin DON’T BE DECEIVED, 
BROTHER! 

Kurds Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Oct-2014 Konya 
Yenigün 

Opinion 
Column 

Kamil Bircan THERE IS NO CURE, BUT 
UNITY 

Alevis, Kurds Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Oct-2014 Sözcü Opinion 
Column 

Yılmaz Özdil Jiggery-pokery, Kurdish 
Memet to guard duty 

Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Oct-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Hasan Önal ITS NAME IS INGRATITUDE Kurds Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Oct-2014 Yeni Çağ Opinion 
Column 

Savaş Süzal Who are you, what are you? Kurds Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 
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10-Oct-2014 Yeni Çağ Opinion 
Column 

Arslan Tekin Kobanê should be 
demolished! 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

10-Oct-2014 Zonguldak 
Yeni Adım 

Opinion 
Column 

Süleyman Kurt DELICATE BALANCES Kurds, Syrians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

13-Oct-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Nevruz Sınacı 

Coalition story; Treachery 
and dogfight 

West Enmity / War 
Discourse 

13-Oct-2014 Bizim Sivas Opinion 
Column 

Ali Aydemir HERE ARE THE FAMOUS 
ARMENIANS KNOWN AS 
KURDISH 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

13-Oct-2014 Bizim Sivas Opinion 
Column 

Berat Demirci LET’S EXCHANGE KURDS Kurds, Syrians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

13-Oct-2014 Karadeniz Opinion 
Column 

Zafer Çamaltı OH GOD, PLEASE GIVE ME 
PATIENCE… 

Kurds, Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

13-Oct-2014 Sivas İrade Opinion 
Column 

Muzaffer 
Karadağ 

WHY DIDN’T WE ACCEPT 
THE TURKMENS, WHO 
ESCAPED FROM THE 
MASSACRE AND TOOK 
REFUGE IN OUR COUNTRY? 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

13-Oct-2014 Zonguldak 
Yeni Adım 

Opinion 
Column 

Süleyman Kurt THE PROCESS Kurds, Rûms  Enmity / War 
Discourse 

14-Oct-2014 25 Mayıs 
Gazetesi 

Opinion 
Column 

Fahri Çiftçi Should the country be burnt 
for Kobanê? 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

14-Oct-2014 Dünden 
Bugüne 
Şafak 

Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Kadri THE RED CIRCLE Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

14-Oct-2014 Habertürk Opinion 
Column 

Fatih Altaylı If you open the borders for 
everyone, both 
provocateurs and Syrian 
intelligence will enter the 
country 

Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

14-Oct-2014 Kayseri 
Hakimiyet 

Opinion 
Column 

Osman İkinci PLANS TO SPLIT MIDDLE 
EAST AND TURKEY: CAT’S 
PAW ISIS THE TERRORIST 
ORGANIZATION, GLOBAL 
STICK 

Kurds, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

14-Oct-2014 Kayseri Star 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Sıvacı Either Victory or Death Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

14-Oct-2014 Kocaeli 
Demokrat 

Opinion 
Column 

Osman Saraç I’m not sorry any more… Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

14-Oct-2014 Konya 
Merhaba 

Opinion 
Column 

Nurten Selma 
Çevikoğlu 

Kurdish families and Kurdish 
authorities, you should 
know that Kurdish youth 
gives the alarm 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

14-Oct-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Yeni Akit Masked refugee traitors 
uncovered 

Kurdish refugees 
(Iraqi and Syrian 
Kurds) 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 
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14-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Akın Aydın Fear gripped the 
government; do you 
wonder fear of what? 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

14-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Murat Çabas Oh Kurdish brother, don’t 
be deceived 

Alevis, Kurds, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

14-Oct-2014 Yeniçağ Opinion 
Column 

Şuayip Özcan Are you happy? Kurds Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

14-Oct-2014 Yörem 
Gazetesi 

Opinion 
Column 

Zekeriya Kılıç Fight of dogs or war of 
Muslims 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

16-Oct-2014 Ankara İl 
Gazetesi 

Opinion 
Column 

Aşık Zeki Erdali Once more, we suffer the 
loss 

Christians, Kurds Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

16-Oct-2014 Bursa 
Hayat 

Opinion 
Column 

Hilmi Tanış We have built our reveries 
on sand  

Germans, French, 
British, Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

16-Oct-2014 Eskişehir 
Yenigün 

Opinion 
Column 

Fikret Fıçıcı WHAT WOULD HAVE KAZIM 
KARABEKIR SAID IF HE HAD 
BEEN ALIVE 

Armenians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

17-Oct-2014 Karadeniz Opinion 
Column 

Nurcan Yazıcı WHITE ENSHROUDEDS! Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

17-Oct-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Fikri Atılbaz Don’t build another Syria in 
Turkey 

Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

17-Oct-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Şevki Yılmaz We have not united, we 
have become carrions! 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

20-Oct-2014 Gazete 
Kaktüs 

Opinion 
Column 

M. Fevzi 
Küçükkahveci 

To live together regardless 
of AKP 

Armenians, 
Kurds 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

20-Oct-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Şükrü Alnıaçık Historical Responsibilities of 
the MHP Organization 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

20-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Nurullah Çetin The basis of our future: 
National Turkish Education  

Western 
Societies 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

21-Oct-2014 Elazığ 
Günışığı 

Opinion 
Column 

Bedrettin 
Keleştimur 

THE CONCEPT OF FRIEND! Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

21-Oct-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete Yes, you are sick!  INVASION 
SCHIZOPHRENIA  

Israelis (Jews) Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

21-Oct-2014 Yeni Asya Opinion 
Column 

Davut Şahin Crimes of Vatican Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

22-Oct-2014 Özgür 
Kocaeli 

Opinion 
Column 

Alaettin Köksal UNDISCIPLINED MIND IS 
OPEN TO ALL KINDS OF 
ANARCHY 

Buddhists, 
Christians, Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Oct-2014 Yeni Çağ Opinion 
Column 

Hüseyin Macit 
Yusuf 

ENOSIS initiative on sea and 
in air.  

Rûms, Greeks Exaggeration / 

Attribution / 
Distortion 
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22-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Ata Selçuk Proverbs Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet Emin 
Koç 

Let’s read the Kobanê 
loneliness from this angle 
this time 

Kurds, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

23-Oct-2014 Önce Vatan Opinion 
Column 

Ferhat Yıldırım MICRO STATES IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST…. 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

23-Oct-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Hazar British bray!!! British Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

23-Oct-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan Yardımcı  “Coca Cola murder” is on 
the agenda… (II) 

Armenians, 
Russians, Jews, 
Greeks 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

23-Oct-2014 Yeni 
Meram 

Opinion 
Column 

Osman Eken BROTHERHOOD OF PEOPLE 
AND CHP… 

Kurds Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

23-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Akın Aydın I could not explain it via my 
mind, let’s check the 
revelation 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

24-Oct-2014 Doğru 
Haber 

News 
Article 

Doğru Haber DO NOT LET BRAVOS OF 
PKK/HDP GO UNPUNISHED 
 
 

Buddhists, 
Christians  

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

24-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Muharrem 
Bayraktar 

ISIS follows in the West’s 
wake 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

24-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Haydar Baş Turkey’s turn will come Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

24-Oct-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Murat Çabas Rojava belongs to Barzani 
now 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Oct-2014 Yeni Akit Reader’s 
Contribution 

Mehmet Ali 
Tuzlu 

9 SUGGESTIONS TO END 
TERRORISM 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse  

31-Oct-2014 Doğru 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Abdülkadir 
Turan 

Why did they burn religious 
youngsters in Diyarbakır? 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

03-Nov-2014 Eskişehir 
Son Haber 

History 
Page 

Yaşar Durmaz Beware of the 100
th

 year of 
the Armenian genocide lie 
(V) 

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

03-Nov-2014 Taka Opinion 
Column 

Güngör 
Üçüncüoğlu 

RESOLUTION IS FULL Kurds, Armenians, 
French, British, 
Rûms, Russians, 
Greeks 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

03-Nov-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Köse Suppose we have closed the 
Neve Shalom Synagogue… 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 
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04-Nov-2014 Yedigün 
Ankara 

Opinion 
Column 

Nurullah Çetin WE ARE NOT TURKISH, WE 
WERE RUMS… 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

04-Nov-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan Yardımcı Here is an Armenian 
consultant from the basket 

Armenians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

04-Nov-2014 Yeniçağ Opinion 
Column 

Şuayip Özcan My Flag Armenians, 
French, British, 
Italians, Kurds, 
Greeks 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

05-Nov-2014 Karadeniz Opinion 
Column 

Aras Perekli ISN’T IT UNGRATEFULNESS 
TO YOUR REPUBLIC OF 
TURKEY? 

Kurds Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-Nov-2014 Kuzey 
Ekspres 

Opinion 
Column 

Havva 
Günaydın 
Lakutoğlu 

THEY CALLED ME 
‘ARMENIAN’! 

Armenians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

05-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Heading For the Disaster 
Step by Step 

Alevis, Atheists, 
Armenians, 
Krymchaks, Rûms, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Nov-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Ersin Ramoğlu Hitler Mentality 
 

Germans Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Nov-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Muhammed 
Uzun 

Again in harmony with the 
Jew 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-Nov-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Emine 
Bayraktar 

My Grandmother and 
Atatürk 

Armenians, 
British, Rûms, 
Greeks 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-Nov-2014 Yurt Opinion 
Column 

Levent Uluçer Whatsapp? Or Weixin 
(wechat)? 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Nov-2014 Afyon 
Gazete 3 

Opinion 
Column 

İbrahim 
Demirkan 

I AM CURIOUS Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

06-Nov-2014 Bolu 
Gündem 

Opinion 
Column 

Bolu Gündem THAT’S A FINE KETTLE OF 
FISH 

Arabs, Syrians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

06-Nov-2014 Konya 
Hakimiyet 

News 
Article 

AA A FLAGRANT ATTACK ON 
THE FIRST QIBLA 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Let’s Get Prepared For Five, 
Six, Seven Months After  

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

07-Nov-2014 Ankara 
Haber 
Vaktim 

Press 
Archive 

Ankara Haber 
Vaktim 

Hypocrisy of the Jewish 
Community 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

07-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Cryptos Who Are Enemies 
to Islam and Muslims 

Armenians, 
Yezidis, 
Christians, 
Nestorians, Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 
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07-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete He ran over three terrorists 

 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

07-Nov-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Hazar MONSTER/CAMEL Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

10-Nov-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Nevruz Sınacı 

Organized Terror and 
Imperial Paranoia (3) 

Armenians, Kurds, 
Serbians, Greeks 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

10-Nov-2014 Antalya 
Gazetesi 

Opinion 
Column 

Hüseyin Ercan 
Acar 

November 10
th

, 1938 Armenians, 
Kurds 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Nov-2014 Aydınlık Opinion 
Column 

Yıldırım Koç To save Atatürk’s reforms 
by improving them 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Nov-2014 Çorum 
Dost Haber 

News 
Article 

News Center Orhan Sakınmaz: White 
Palace is the symbol of 
becoming Croesus 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

10-Nov-2014 Konya 
Hakimiyet 

News 
Article 

AA Jewish terrorists were 
protested/Palestine is our 
case 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Nov-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Muhammed 
Özkılıç 

Zionism, nuisance of the 
world 
 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete Dialogue spirit is in 
Denmark now! 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mahmut 
Toptaş 

The Jew who destroyed the 
heart of his last shelter 
 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

10-Nov-2014 Türkiye Opinion 
Column 

Rahim Er İsrael never regrets  Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Nov-2014 Türkiye Opinion 
Column 

Fuat Bol Israel the Nuisance (2) Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

11-Nov-2014 Ankara 
Haber 
Vaktim 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Fidan Al-Aqsa Mosque waits for 
Saladin 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

11-Nov-2014 Aydınlık Opinion 
Column 

İsmail Hakkı 
Pekin 

ABD and its new allies Kurds Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

11-Nov-2014 Karadenizd
e Son 
Nokta 

Opinion 
Column 

Yusuf Teke AL-AQSA MOSQUE IS 
OCCUPIED  

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

11-Nov-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Şükrü Alnıaçık Assyria Religious Colonies!.. Syrians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

11-Nov-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Orhan Karataş They pave the way for 
clearing PKK 

Alevis, Armenians, 
Kurds, Romanies 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 
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11-Nov-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Hüseyin Öztürk Turkey, The Most Energetic 
Country of the Muslim 
World 
 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

11-Nov-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İsmail Özdemir Mad Dogs Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

12-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Keep this article of mine Armenians, 
Kurds, Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

13-Nov-2014 Akdenizde 
Yeni Yüzyıl 

Opinion 
Column 

Yılmaz Can BITS OF WISDOM FROM 
THE QUARAN 1 

Christians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

13-Nov-2014 İstanbul 
Ekonomi 

Opinion 
Column 

İstanbul 
Ekonomi 

Damn Bene Israel Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

13-Nov-2014 Kayseri 
Gündem 

Article 
Series 

Cahit 
Hacıhaliloğlu 
(Gözütok) 

CULTURAL IMPERIALISM Armenians, 
Christians, Rûms  

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

13-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Meryem Nida YOU’LL BE DEFEATED AND 
EXILED TO HELL! 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

13-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete DEFORCIANT JEWS Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

13-Nov-2014 Türkiye Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet Ali 
Kulat 

Al-Aqsa Mosque Cries!.. Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

14-Nov-2014 Ankara 
Haber 
Vaktim 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Fidan Silence gives consent Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

14-Nov-2014 Karadeniz’de 
Son Nokta 

Opinion 
Column 

Bahaattin 
Mollamehmetoğlu 

JEWS: THE ENEMY OF 
HUMANITY AND ISLAM 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

14-Nov-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Murat İde DIRTY COALITION Armenians, 
Kurds 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

17-Nov-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Nevruz Sınacı 

Organized Terror and 
Imperial Paranoia (4) 

Greeks Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

17-Nov-2014 Ankara 
Haber 
Vaktim  

News 
Article 

Osman 
Akdoğan 

They should tie up their 
barking monsters 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

17-Nov-2014 Milat News 
Article 

Milat CRUSADE TERROR 
 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

18-Nov-2014 Karadenizd
e İstikbal 

Opinion 
Column 

Fikret 
Karadeniz 

CERTIFICATE OF 
CITIZENSHIP FOR SYRIANS? 

Arabs, Yezidis, 
Kurds 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

18-Nov-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Şükrü Alnıaçık Time of the Cryptos!.. Armenians, 
Kurds 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

18-Nov-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Bayram Coşkun Erdoğan’s holy (!) shelter: 
The Pope 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 
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18-Nov-2014 Yörem 
Gazetesi 

Opinion 
Column 

Zekeriya Kılıç Look at those traitors! Arabs, 
Bulgarians, 
British, Greeks 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

19-Nov-2014 Kayseri 
Yeni Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Selahattin 
Karakoç 

OH MY ISTANBUL… Blacks, Syrians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

20-Nov-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Tahsin Aydın The game is very big 

 

Kurds, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

20-Nov-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa Hilmi 
Yıldırım 

Westerners’ Islamophobia Western 
Societies 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

21-Nov-2014 Çorum 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Selahattin 
Aydemir 

MESKHETIAN TURKS 70TH 
SYMPOSIUM ON IMMIGRATION 
AND 200 YEARS OF 
IMMIGRATION PAIN OF THE 
TURKS 

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

21-Nov-2014 Kayseri Star 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Davut Güleç On the way to Palestine, 
sale of land to foreigners 

Christians, 
Syrians, Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

21-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

No friendship with heathens Christians, Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

24-Nov-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Nevruz Sınacı 

Common Mindlessness and 
Incompetent Greediness 

Armenians, 
Kurds, Jews, 
Greeks 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

24-Nov-2014 Denizli Olay Opinion 
Column 

Metin Alkan ISRAEL and ITS 
BEGINNINGS-3 

Christians, Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

24-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Gezi, Chaos, Anarchy, 
Brownout Altogether in 
Spring 

Armenians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

24-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete Zionists irritate Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

24-Nov-2014 Takvim News 
Article 

Takvim CAMPAIGN/Serbians want 
blood 

Serbians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-Nov-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Seyit Mehmet 
Deniz 

Did Alevis and Kurds really 
suffer? 

Alevis, Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

26-Nov-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

İsmail Hakkı 
Akkiraz 

INVISIBLE ENEMY: DEVIL 
AND ITS POLITICS  

Non-Muslims Enmity / War 
Discourse 

26-Nov-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa Çelik Western Imperialists 
depopulate Muslims 

Christians, Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

27-Nov-2014 Çorum 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Fikrettin Çıplak THE RIGHT IS ALWAYS 
POWERFUL, BUT THE 
POWERFUL IS NOT ALWAYS 
RIGHT AND SHOULD NOT BE 
ALWAYS RIGHT 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September – December 2014 

 

30 

 

28-Nov-2014 Kayseri Star 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Sıvacı OUR MARTYRS: Infantry 
Specialized Sergeant Bekir 
Yeşilyurt (120) 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

28-Nov-2014 Taka  Opinion 
Column 

Gürsel Gençsoy Our National Mourning Days Armenians, 
Kurds 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

28-Nov-2014 Türkiye Opinion 
Column 

Halil Önür Why are we different? Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

30-Nov-2014 Yeni Mesaj News 
Article 

Yeni Mesaj They divide Muslim but they 
themselves unite/The 
revealed truth after the visit 
of the Pope 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

01-Dec-2014 Kayseri 
Ülker 

Opinion 
Column 

Zeki Ok FOLLOWERS OF SEYID RIZA 
ARE AT THE PARLIAMENT 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

01-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

İbrahim Acar Serbians are after a new 
war 

Serbians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

01-Dec-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan Yardımcı Calamity of the century: 
Zionism (Judaism) 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

02-Dec-2014 Ankara 
Haber 
Vaktim 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Fidan Troubles of the System of 
Education and Educators 
Union 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

02-Dec-2014 Gazete 
Akdeniz 

Opinion 
Column 

Nurullah Aydın THE POPE, PATRIARCH, 
IMAM AND BUILDING OF 
BYZANTIUM 

Armenians, 
Christians, Rûms  

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

02-Dec-2014 Medya 
Yenigün 

Opinion 
Column 

Hakkı Çiftçi That should be told Armenians, 
Zoroastrians 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

02-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

The Problem of Crypto-Jews 
in Turkey 

Alevis, 
Armenians, 
Christians, Jews 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

02-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

İbrahim Acar An answer like a ton of 
bricks to the impertinent 
Armenian 

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

02-Dec-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan Yardımcı Calamity of the century: 
Zionism (Judaism)-2 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

02-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Bayram Coşkun The great alliance of 
crusaders in Istanbul! 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

02-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Nurullah Çetin Explanation of betrayal or 
negligence 

Armenians, 
Christians, 
Kurds, Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

02-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Furkan Atalay Questions for the guards of 
the White Palace 

Christians, Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

03-Dec-2014 Konya 
Merhaba 

Opinion 
Column 

Nevzat Laleli PATRONS OF HOLINESS (1) Christians, Rûms  Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 
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03-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Yeni Akit The new alliance of 
Crusaders 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

03-Dec-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan Yardımcı Calamity of the century: 
Zionism (Judaism)-3 

Christians, Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

04-Dec-2014 Ankara 
Haber 
Vaktim 

News 
Article 

HABERVAKTIM.
COM 

Jehovah’s witnesses 
gallivant on the homeland 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

04-Dec-2014 Düzce 
Damla 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Çodur FOR WHOM THE BELLS 
TOLL… 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

04-Dec-2014 Konya 
Yenigün 

Opinion 
Column 

Rasim Atalay Travel with Syrians!.. Syrians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

04-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Meryem Nida WHAT HAS CHANGED? Christians, Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

04-Dec-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan Yardımcı Calamity of the century: 
Zionism (Judaism)-4 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

04-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Yusuf Karaca May a stone as big as 
Atatürk hit on your head! 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Dec-2014 Karadenizd
e İstikbal 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Baştürk 

THE JEWISH MENTALITY Jews Symbolization 

05-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Şevki Yılmaz The Pope and the Patriarch 
are each an Abraha  

Christians, 
Rûms, Jews 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

05-Dec-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan Yardımcı Calamity of the century: 
Zionism (Judaism)-5 

Armenians, 
Christians, 
Rûms, Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-Dec-2014 Yıldız Haber Opinion 
Column 

Kemal Kadıoğlu THE POPE’S MIND GAMES 
AND THE MUSLIM AND THE 
ISLAMIC GEOGRAPHY 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Dec-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan Yardımcı Calamity of the century: 
Zionism (Judaism)-6 

Christians, Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

07-Dec-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan Yardımcı Calamity of the century: 
Zionism (Judaism)-7 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

08-Dec-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Nevruz Sınacı 

Open enmity, grudge, 
hatred and animosity 

Armenians, 
Kurds, Jews, 
Greeks 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

08-Dec-2014 Antalya 
Hilal 

News 
Article 

Faruk Çelik A MUSLIM DO NOT 
CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

08-Dec-2014 Hürriyet News 
Article 

AA We’ll hang with justice, 
we’ll sever with justice 

Christians, Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

08-Dec-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Halil Mert PKK, HDP, THE LEFT and 
immorality! 

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 
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08-Dec-2014 Samsun 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

H. Mustafa 
Genç 

Orphans and us on the 
Islamic geography 

Western 
Societies 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

09-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Rahmi Yolcu THE POISONOUS BOOK Yezidis Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

09-Dec-2014 Pusula 
Haber 
Konya 

Opinion 
Column 

Abdullah 
Yıldırım 

STATE TRADITION Arabs, Kurds, 
Romanies 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

10-Dec-2014 Akşam Opinion 
Column 

Emin Pazarcı You say, “I am immoral”, 
but… 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Yusuf Karaca A fish not only rots from the 
head down, but also on the 
very top! 

Christians, Rûms  Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

11-Dec-2014 Kırşehir 
Memleket 

Opinion 
Column 

Erol Parlak A Lonely Nightingale Neşet 
Ertaş His Life-Art-Works 1 

Romanies Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

11-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Şakir Tarım EU Love Consumes 
Generations 

Western 
Societies 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

11-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Necmettin 
Çalışkan 

What is the Pope to us? Christians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

11-Dec-2014 Özgür 
Kocaeli 

Opinion 
Column 

İsmet Çiğit The only thing missing in the 
city is AMATEM 

Syrians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

11-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Ramazan Alkan Alliance of evil against 
Turkey 

Armenians, 
Yezidis, Kurds, 
Rûms, Assyrians 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

11-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit Press 
Archive 

Emin Pazarcı The reform of fictitious 
language is done by ‘Agop’  

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

12-Dec-2014 Kırşehir 
Memleket 

Opinion 
Column 

Erol Parlak A Lonely Nightingale Neşet 
Ertaş His Life-Art-Works 2 

Romanies Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

12-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete Rothschild traces in the 
Rabobank 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

12-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Rahmi Yolcu Who looks like a tribe is one 
of them 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

12-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Abdülkadir 
Özkan 

Israel takes courage from 
the Crusaders 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

16-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

İsmail Kaçar Crusaders’ support for the 
parallelists  

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

16-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Akın Aydın Two ministers: one is killed, 
the other cries 

Jews Symbolization 
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16-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Mahmut 
Erdem 

AKP declaims to hide crimes Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

17-Dec-2014 Balıkesir 
Merhaba 

Opinion 
Column 

Sait Soydan 
Yılmaz 

ARE THESE HUMANITY AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

Christians, Jews Symbolization 

17-Dec-2014 Çorum 
Hakimiyet 

News 
Article 

News Center  ‘We should discipline our 
children with the path of 
morals of the Quran’ 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

17-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet Emin 
Koç 

People mess with each 
other, foreigners get all the 
marbles 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

18-Dec-2014 Kayseri 
Gündem 

Opinion 
Column 

Vedat Önal ABDUL HAMID II AND THE 
HISTORICAL BRITISH-JEWISH 
GAME 

British, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

18-Dec-2014 Takvim News 
Article 

Takvim Perception operation Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

18-Dec-2014 Yeni Asya Opinion 
Column 

Süleyman 
Kösmene 

Two depravements of the 
Jews 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

19-Dec-2014 19 Mayıs News 
Article 

19 Mayıs Israel is free to kill Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

19-Dec-2014 Yeni Çağ Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Takan We have not forgotten, we 
will not let it to be 
forgotten!...  

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

21-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet Talu New Year Celebration is a 
Social Insurrection – 1  

Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

22-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet Talu New Year Celebration is a 
Social Insurrection – 2 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

23-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete Missionary instigation in 
KOSOVO 

Christianity Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

23-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Ankara Bureau Don’t celebrate New Year, 
which is a Christian tradition 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

23-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete THEY CARRIED THE 
SUBVERSION IN THE 
MOSQUE 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

23-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Hüseyin Öztürk To get rid of 
overobsequiousness to 
Europe 

Christians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

24-Dec-2014 Yeni Çağ Opinion 
Column 

Hüseyin Macit 
Yusuf 

It is a betrayal to build an 
associated state with killer 
Rûms 

 

Rûms  Enmity / War 
Discourse 
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24-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa Aslan  “Can’t you still 
contemplate?” 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

25-Dec-2014 Medya 
Yenigün 

Opinion 
Column 

Hakkı Çiftçi History Will Chronicle This Armenians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

25-Dec-2014 Önce Vatan Opinion 
Column 

Ata Atun HOW DID THE BEACH 
MASSACRE HAPPEN? 

Armenians, 
Rûms  

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

25-Dec-2014 Türkiye 
(Antalya) 

News 
Article 

İHA MISSIONARY ACTIVITES 
UNDER THE NAME OF 
CHRISTMAS 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

25-Dec-2014 Vahdet Opinion 
Column 

Cübbeli Ahmet 
Hoca 

IS IT RELIGIOUSLY WRONG TO 
EAT TURKEY IN NEW YEAR’S 
EVE? / IT IS INAPPROPRIATE TO 
EAT TURKEY IN NEW YEAR’S 
EVE? 

Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

25-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa Aslan Yule, New Year Festival Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-Dec-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Muhammed 
Özkılıç 

Last exit before the bridge Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Rahmi Yolcu STOP! DON’T RIOT Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

26-Dec-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Ergün Diler WHAT KIND OF ALLIANCE IS 
THIS!!! 

British, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Hasan 
Karakaya 

If you are not free, who are 
these people yelling? 

Jews Symbolization 

26-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Şevki Yılmaz CHRISTMAS POPE and the 
New Bear 

Christians, Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

27-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Muhammet 
Kutlu 

Armenian allegations are 
confuted in 4 thousand 
pages 

Armenians Symbolization 

29-Dec-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Nevruz Sınacı 

Here is what they call the 
Initiative and Resolution 
Process (2) 

Armenians, 
Kurds, Jews, 
Greeks 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

29-Dec-2014 Ankara 
Anadolu 

Opinion 
Column 

Bahattin 
Demiray 

New Year and time Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Dec-2014 Ankara 
Haber 
Vaktim 

Opinion 
Column 

Tuba Arslan ARE WE IN LIMBO? Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

29-Dec-2014 Gaziantep 
Referans 

Opinion 
Column 

Zabit Durmuş NEW YEAR VILENESS Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 
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29-Dec-2014 Kayseri 
Anadolu 
Haber 

News 
Article 

İHA CHRISTMAS FINDS 
APPROVAL IN TURKEY 
MORE THAN IT FINDS IN 
CHRISTIAN COUNTIRES 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Dec-2014 Mersin 
Hakimiyet 

Opinion 
Column 

Adil Söylemez ZIONISM IS THE PROJECT TO 
WIPE ISLAM OFF 

Christians, Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

29-Dec-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Halil Mert Referendum preparation: 
Attempt at massacre in 
Cizre 

Armenians, 
Kurds 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

News Center Don’t forget who you are, 
do not act like a Christian 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Dec-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

İhsan Muslu If You Are Not Ashamed in 
Front of God, Go and Live 
However You Like…   

Christians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

29-Dec-2014 Vahdet Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Bagratunis Armenians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Sinan Kaya THE WEST FEEDS ON 
‘BLOOD’ 

Western 
Societies, 
Armenians  

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Dec-2014 Gaziantep 
Referans 

News 
Article 

Yaşar Yavuz WE ARE AWARE OF THE 
DANGER 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Dec-2014 Gümüşkent Opinion 
Column 

Sinan Akıncı Three is bigger than six!.. Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Dec-2014 Kayseri 
Gündem 

Opinion 
Column 

Esra Yel CHRISTIAN TRADITION OF 
THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Dec-2014 Vahdet Opinion 
Column 

Cübbeli Ahmet 
Hoca 

HEY! THE BEARDED ONE! 
GAVUR PKK WOULD 
BEHEAD YOU WHILE 
SHAVING YOUR BEARD  

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Dec-2014 Yeni Mesaj News 
Article 

Yeni Mesaj A Crusader is a crusader 
everywhere 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-Dec-2014 Elmalı 
Gündem 

Opinion 
Column 

Abdullah 
Türkmen 

What are we celebrating for 
God’s sake? 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-Dec-2014 Gümüşkent Opinion 
Column 

Sinan Akıncı Hey you, Muslims! Do not 
forget these three Jews… 

Jews Symbolization 

31-Dec-2014 Konya 
Merhaba 

News 
Article 

Ramazan Kural The call for Muslims to ‘Go 
Back to Basics’/New Year 
Protests of the Anatolian 
Youth Association 

Christians, Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 
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31-Dec-2014 Konya 
Takip 

News 
Article 

Konya Takip UNPRECEDENTED CRUELTY 
ON MUSLIMS: SOUNDS 
FROM THE CHURCH…  

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-Dec-2014 Korkuteli 
Gündem 

Announcem
ent / News 
Article 

Korkuteli 
Gündem 

Ignorance excuses no one!  Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

31-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete Don’t be deceived! Don’t 
celebrate! 

Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

31-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Editor Time to state the obvious! Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-Dec-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Milli Gazete This celebration has 
dangerous results 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-Dec-2014 Özgür 
Kocaeli 

Opinion 
Column 

Alaettin Köksal HOW TO CELEBRATE THE 
END OF THE YEAR, THE 
BEGINNING OF THE YEAR 

Christians, Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-Dec-2014 Samsun 
Denge 

Opinion 
Column 

Adnan Bahadır FIELD OF SHIPYARD AND 
THE SUBJECT OF NEW YEAR 

Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

31-Dec-2014 Trakyada 
Yeşil Yurt 

News 
Article 

News Center Er: We Do Not Want the 
Crusaders’ Mentality 
Disguised as Santa Claus 

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-Dec-2014 Vahdet Opinion 
Column 

Nusret Çiçek Mourning in Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, New Year at our 
homes 

Christians, Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 
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As we have stated above, during the September – December 2014 period, hate speech was 

generated in eight items towards more than one group under more than one category. Since the 

number of items under this category is higher compared to previous periods, we evaluate these 

items separately in order to see these examples more clearly. The list of these items is as follows:  

Date Newspaper Type Author Title Targeted 
Group 

Hate Category 

03-Sep-2014 
Küçük 

Menderes 
Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Erdal 

Happy September 3rd 
Festival 

British, 
Greeks 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 

Distortion 

Rûms  
Blasphemy / Insult / 

Denigration 

04-Sep-2014 Takvim 
Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Hazar Two states are to come 

British 
Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 

Distortion 

Armenians 
Enmity / War 

Discourse 

08-Oct-2014 
Dünden 

Bugüne Şafak 
Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Kadri A BITTER COMMENT 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 

Distortion 

Kurds 
Blasphemy / Insult / 

Denigration 

12-Oct-2014 
Kayseri 

Hakimiyet 
Opinion 
Column 

Osman İkinci 

GREATER MIDDLE EAST 
INITITATIVE IS A DEAD 

END FOR MIDDLE 
EASTERN PEOPLE AND 

A TRAP FOR KURDS 
 

Armenians 
Enmity / War 

Discourse 

British, 
Russians 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 

Distortion 

17-Oct-2014 
Gazete 
Akdeniz 

Opinion 
Column 

Vehbi Kaya PKK AND THE KURDISTS 

Kurds 
Enmity / War 

Discourse 

Armenians 
Blasphemy / Insult / 

Denigration 

13-Nov-
2014 

Milli Gazete 
Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Terror will not end if we 
continue with this kind 

of thinking and 
mentality 

Armenians Symbolization 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 

Distortion 

05-Dec-
2014 

Yeni Çağ 
Opinion 
Column 

Arslan Bulut 
The secret of AKP and 
the model of Burundi! 

Armenians Symbolization 

Christians 
Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 

Distortion 

11-Dec-
2014 

Karadeniz 
Güne Bakış 

Opinion 
Column 

Abdullah 
Gülay 

Enver Pasha / 
Mahcupyan 

(Embarrassed Side) / 
Öcalan (Revenge Taker) 

Armenians Symbolization 

Kurds 
Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 

Distortion 

The above list is important since it shows that hate speech was not generated “randomly,” rather the 

related groups were targeted deliberately. This kind of “randomness” was usually discussed when 

several groups were targeted especially in regards to one item. The groups of people living in similar 

regions can be listed one after another and it may even be the case that the mentioned group 

actually is not targeted. The groups listed above were chosen deliberately where hate speech was 
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generated for each group using different arguments. These eight items were part of opinion columns 

published with authors’ names on them.  

The distribution of the hate categories is as follows: 

 

The distribution of these categories according to targeted groups is as follows: 

Category Group Number 

Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion 

British 
3 

Christians 

Jews 2 

Greeks 

1 Russians 

Kurds 

Symbolization Armenians 3 

Enmity / War Discourse 
Armenians 2 

Kurds 1 

Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration 

Armenians 

1 Rûms  

Kurds 
 

The groups targeted in the same item together are as follows: 
British, Greeks, Rûms  

Armenians, British 
Christians, Jews, Kurds 

Armenians, Kurds  
Armenians, British, Russians 
Armenians, Christians, Jews 

Armenians, Christians 
Armenians, Kurds 

 

As can be seen in the above table, Armenians were targeted in six items where in two out of these six 

items they were bound together with Kurds. Besides, the fact that they were associated with 

different groups, the finding implies the formation of a common “enemy” with respect to opinions 

that are used as basis in hate speech.  
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EXAMPLES BY CATEGORIES 

BLASPHEMY / INSULT / DENIGRATION 

Title: Mad Dogs 
Newspaper: Yeni Marmara 
Date: 11-Nov-2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: İsmail Özdemir 

Özdemir, who generates hate speech against Jews in his opinion column, uses nefarious expressions 
like “rampaged”, “perverted mentality”, and “perverts” throughout the whole article including the 
title.  
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BLASPHEMY / INSULT / DENIGRATION 

Title: Assyria Religious Colonies!.. 
Newspaper: Ortadoğu 
Date: 11-Nov-2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Şükrü Alnıaçık 

Alnıaçık’s opinion column appears as an example of hate speech directed towards Syrians. While 
speaking of Syrians in his article, he uses expressions such as “you’ll raise the roof in buses; you won’t 
like hospitals and doctors; you’ll tease people in their own neighborhood; you’ll buy land by getting 
local support; you’ll open a store and do business; you’ll receive financial help in cash from the USA 
and others and you will not give a sniff!...” His brand of hate speech denigrates refugees who 
escaped from war and faced terrible hardships. 
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ENMITY / WAR DISCOURSE 

Title: We’ll hang with justice, we’ll sever with justice 
Newspaper: Hürriyet 
Date: 08-Dec-2014 
Type: News Article  
Author: AA 

The news article gives coverage to the speech of Dursun Güneş, the Leader of Rights and Truth Party, 
exemplified hate speech originating during the party meeting organized in Ankara’s Tandoğan 
Square. Although they publish the name of the news agency – i.e. Anatolia Agency – Hürriyet, the 
article source, became the generator of hate speech because they did not use quotation marks, 
which is a basic journalistic rule, in the news article. Since Güneş’s words are not given in quotation 
marks, the title was perceived as Hürriyet’s own words and approach. Furthermore, by releasing 
Güneş’s individual expressions and opinions into circulation, Hürriyet disseminates a call for violence 
towards Jews and Christians.   
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ENMITY / WAR DISCOURSE 

Title: Did Alevis and Kurds really suffer? 
Newspaper: Milat Gazetesi 
Date: 26-Nov-2014 
Type: Opinion Column  
Author: Seyit Mehmet Deniz 

Seyit Mehmet Deniz generates hate speech in his opinion column as he associates Kurds directly with 
PKK. By linking Kurds and Alevis directly with “terror”, and positions the groups against each other by 
the expression “they always target Sunnis and devouts”, both groups are defined as “voluntary 
accomplices of (these) cruelties inflicted on the devouts”.  
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EXAGGERATION / ATTRIBUTION / DISTORTION 

Title: If you open the borders for everyone, both provocateurs and Syrian intelligence will enter the 
country 
Newspaper: Habertürk 
Date: 14-Oct-2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Fatih Altaylı 

Fatih Altaylı questions the government and its policies towards Syrians, who left their country 
because of the war and took refuge in Turkey. In his article, he reflects on the possibility that some 
provocateurs might be among those protesters who demand “a corridor over Turkish land to Kobanê 
in order for military aid to be delivered.” After the Islamic State of Iraq (ISIS) attacked Kobanê; he 
writes “If you open the borders for everyone, both provocateurs and Syrian intelligence will enter the 
country.” Altaylı generates hate speech in the way to make their living conditions harder for Syrians 
by attributing features like “treacherousness” and “traitorousness” on all Syrians. He criticized pro 
Syrian government policies by using the expressions: “Which country was it, who inflicted PKK upon 
Turkey? Answer: ‘Syria’. Then comes the second question: ‘Whose citizens are those 3 million people, 
who enter Turkey through our borders everyday and spread all Turkey unquestioningly and 
unrestrainedly? Answer is again ‘Syria’. Can’t there be any members of Syrian intelligence, who were 
sent by Esad to rummage Turkey, among these millions of Syrians that spread all over Turkey? Do 
you know who came in? Do you have any records? Where did those entrants scatter? Is it 
established? How can you be sure that those, who came are Esad-opponents? Did you smell them 
out? The answer to all these questions is a big ‘No’. You don’t know who you received with open 
arms, and who you placed in... Is it me who open the gates to all those from Syria without checking 
who they were! Is it me who let them spread all over Turkey!.. But you should first look at those 
traitors you let in the country..”  
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EXAGGERATION / ATTRIBUTION / DISTORTION 

Title: The congregation created its own Alevis (2) 
Newspaper: Sabah 
Date: 03-Sep-2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Sevilay Yükselir 

While criticizing the Fethullah Gülen Congregation, Yükselir targeted Alevi identity stating; “Because 
Alevis are enemies of this government, and especially of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, to death! If you can 
win them over, you can easily play them off against the government, against the system... That’s why 
it was not a coincidence that most of those among the anti-government demonstrators during Gezi 
Protests were Alevis! Yet we should not deal with the problem that superficially. Why do the 
scenarios built on Alevis, who are not only the Congregation’s... but also Christians’ and even Jews’ 
apple of eyes, find a response?” By making a reference to Alevis’ “being used” in these expressions, 
she attributes several features to all believers of a specific faith, and uses the facts in line with her 
own interpretations ultimately stigmatizing a specific group.  
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USING A NATURAL ELEMENT OF ONE’S IDENTITY AS A CAUSE FOR HATE OR HUMILIATION / 
SYMBOLIZATION 

Title: Two ministers: one is killed, the other cries 
Newspaper: Yeni Mesaj 
Date: 16-Dec-2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Akın Aydın 

In his article on the “matter of Palestine”, Akın Aydın makes several allegations aimed at the 
government and its policies by using religious references he defends with the statement; “Jews and 
Christians should not be befriended”. In writing that the “Jewish atrocity is not over and drags on. It 
will not end till the time comes. It is not important whether it is a holy month, sacred space, Holy 
Scripture or not, or whether they are old people, children, pregnant, etc. or not. They burn, 
demolish, and slaughter. (By the way I am not as ignorant to separate Israel from Jews and Judaism)”, 
he associates a religious identity with cruelty. By failing to distinguish between a country and a 
religious identity, he conflated the policies of a country to all members of that religion.  
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USING A NATURAL ELEMENT OF ONE’S IDENTITY AS A CAUSE FOR HATE OR HUMILIATION / 
SYMBOLIZATION 

Title: Armenian allegations are confuted in 4 thousand pages 
Newspaper: Yeni Akit 
Date: 27-Dec-2014 
Type: News Article 
Author: Muhammet Kutlu / Ankara 
 
 
In his news article, Muhammet Kutlu focusses on the special issue of Yeni Türkiye Journal prepared 
by the New Turkey Strategical Research Center (Yeni Türkiye Strateji Merkezi [YTSAM]), which is 
presided by Hasan Celal Güzel. After the title “Armenian allegations”, he writes “YTSAM will reveal 
the Armenian cruelty” just under a photograph, which is published without any reference that shows 
murdered people and children. Via the expressions “Under the directorate of Hasan Cemal Güzel, 
YTSAM, which published booklets in 7 languages, now destroys Armenian allegations in 4000-pages, 
five volumes... The center, under the directorate of Hasan Celal Güzel, discusses Armenian 
allegations and made unrealistic claims in every respect, starting from the origins of Armenians, their 
betrayal of the Ottoman Empire, their deportation and the period after their deportation...”, 
eventually definining Armenians as “traitors” and “cruel”.  
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OTHER DISADVANTAGED GROUPS 

In the following chart, 47 articles, which consist of 38 articles that were not included in the first part 

due to different groups targeted (women, lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender and 

intersex/LGBTI) and nine other articles, which were already analyzed in the first part because of the 

targeted groups, were subjected to discourse analysis. 

Although the articles analyzed still use the word “transvestite”, it is a misuse of the word; therefore 

we have preferred to use the acronym LGBTI for all articles. What were actually meant by 

“transvestite” in these articles were transgender individuals. Transvestism involves the enjoyment of 

cross-dressing and behaving as members of the other sex, whereas transgender individuals define 

themselves as a member of the other sex, regardless of whether or not there has been a sex change 

operation. 

Date Newspaper Type Author Title Targeted 
Group 

Hate Category 

02-Sep-2014 Hatay 
Yorum 

Opinion 
Column 

Nizamettin 
Duran 

Thanks with carnations to 
Turkish people  

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

04-Sep-2014 Gaziantep 
Referans 

Opinion 
Column 

İbrahim Halli 
Er 

COVERS OF MEN ARE 
THEIR EYES 

Women Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

15-Sep-2014 Milli Gazete History Page Ahmet 
Anapalı 

It is difficult to be a woman 
during Republic period 

Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

16-Sep-2014 Milli Gazete News Article Milli Gazete THEY COMPETE IN BEING 
EVIL 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

18-Sep-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Hazar SKIRT!!! Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

18-Sep-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mevlüt Özcan Human can only be 
educated 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

23-Sep-2014 Milli Gazete News Article Milli Gazete Are you kidding me? LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

25-Sep-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan 
Yardımcı 

Bastards of demon Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

26-Sep-2014 Yörem Opinion 
Column 

Zekeriya Kılıç I am telling the youth that 
if one day 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

02-Oct-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Doğan 

Louts and Nafs! Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

09-Oct-2014 Hürriyet News Article Özge Eğrikar PROTECT ME FROM MY 
LESBIAN WIFE 

LGBTI Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Oct-2014 Şok News Article Şok SAVE ME FROM MY 
LESBIAN WIFE 

LGBTI Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 
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13-Oct-2014 Zonguldak 
Yeni Adım 

Opinion 
Column 

Süleyman 
Kurt 

THE PROCESS Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

14-Oct-2014 Kayseri Star 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Sıvacı Either Victory or Death Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

16-Oct-2014 Ankara İl 
Gazetesi 

Opinion 
Column 

Aşık Zeki 
Erdali 

Once more, we suffer the 
loss 

Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

20-Oct-2014 Milli Gazete News Article Milli Gazete ‘TURNING’ POINT IN 
VATICAN 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

21-Oct-2014 Yeni Asya Opinion 
Column 

Davut Şahin Crimes of Vatican LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-Nov-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Ersin 
Ramoğlu 

Hitler Mentality Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

11-Nov-2014 Ankara 
Anadolu 

Opinion 
Column 

Bahattin 
Demiray 

Addiction and AIDS LGBTI Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

11-Nov-2014 Ankara 
Anadolu 

Opinion 
Column 

Bahattin 
Demiray 

Addiction and AIDS Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

14-Nov-2014 Milli Gazete News Article Ahmet Yavuz INDECENT INVITATION / 
INDECENT PROPOSAL 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

18-Nov-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

A Rape Case in School Women Enmity / War 
Discourse 

20-Nov-2014 Milli Gazete News Article Ahmet Yavuz Reverse Direction LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

21-Nov-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mevlüt Özcan Human beings mature 
through education 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

21-Nov-2014 Milli Gazete News Article Milli Gazete What if we were silent too! LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

24-Nov-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Seyit Mehmet 
Deniz 

Waylayer mentality of 
CHP! 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

25-Nov-2014 Milli Gazete News Article Milli Gazete Two LGBTI friendly 
deputies from CHP and 
AKP in Tirana 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

25-Nov-2014 Konya 
Yenigün 

Opinion 
Column 

Sadık Gökçe Press These Days Has 
Tackled to Being the 
Spokesman of a Certain 
Party 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

25-Nov-2014 Milli Gazete News Article Milli Gazete Invitation to morality! LGBTI Enmity / War 
Discourse 

26-Nov-2014 Yeni Akit News Article İsmail Uğur Memecan babbled LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

28-Nov-2014 Kayseri 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ceyhun Üsten WHERE ARE YOU, MY 
SWANS? 

Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 
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01-Dec-2014 Milli Gazete Reader’s 
Contribution 

S. Bayrakdar ARE YOU HOME Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

01-Dec-2014 Milli Gazete News Article D. Ali Bulut WE’LL BE CURSED! / We’ll 
be cursed all over 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

02-Dec-2014 Milli Gazete News Article D. Ali Bulut We are not Europeans, we 
are Muslims/Perish the 
thought, did God created 
them defected! 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

03-Dec-2014 Yeni Sakarya Opinion 
Column 

Osman 
Karagüzel 

ARE ONLY MEN VIOLENT 
TO WOMEN? 

Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

04-Dec-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Şakir Tarım Where will this subversion 
go? 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-Dec-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Şevki Yılmaz The Pope and the Patriarch 
are each an Abraha 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-Dec-2014 Hatay 
Anayurt 

News Article Hatay 
Anayurt 

We find Memecan’s words 
odd, and urge her to 
apologize! 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-Dec-2014 Konya 
Merhaba 

Opinion 
Column 

Kerem İşkan Do you expect stones to 
rain on you? 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

08-Dec-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Halil Mert PKK, HDP, THE LEFT and 
immorality! 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

09-Dec-2014 Denizli Yeni 
Olay 

Opinion 
Column 

Metin Alkan BIG DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN MEN AND 
WOMEN 

Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

11-Dec-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Şakir Tarım EU Love Consumes 
Generations 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

15-Dec-2014 Bizim Sivas Opinion 
Column 

Refik Kutlu EVEN GAYS ARE IMAM LGBTI Enmity / War 
Discourse 

16-Dec-2014 Trakyada 
Yeşilyurt 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Kalkan  “Quarter-Cover” of Today 
-1- 

Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

17-Dec-2014 Konya 
Yenigün 

News Article Harun Yılmaz RASCALS!/There is no limit 
in immorality! 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

17-Dec-2014 Trakyada 
Yeşilyurt 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Kalkan  “Quarter-Cover” of Today 
-2- 

Women Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Dec-2014 Gümüşkent Opinion 
Column 

Sinan Akıncı Three is bigger than six!.. Women Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

Among the 47 items analyzed under the title “Other Disadvantaged Groups”, 29 items (61.7%) 

contained hate speech towards LGBTI individuals. Hate speech directed towards women was 

isolated in 18 items over the study period (38.2% of the total number of items). 
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Graph 14 

 

Among the 47 hate speech items found, 16 were from news articles and 29 were opinion columns. 

Opinion columns were most predominant outscoring all other types of content during this 

periodagain. Compared to the previous period, the event that had the greatest effect on the rise in 

hate speech was the voting taken in the General Assembly of TGNA for participating – on the MP-

level – the symposium titled “Fundamental Rights, Non-Discrimination and the Protection of 

Vulnerable Groups Including the LGBTI people,” held in Tirana, the capital of Albania. Those political 

parties, which declared to send MPs to the seminar, were attacked in print media. As a result, some 

MPs declared that they withdrew from attending; and those MPs, who had attended the seminar, 

were later targeted in the publications containing hate speech. In the malevolent articles, the 

adjectives defining homosexuality remained the same as in previous periods where homosexuality 

was often ill defined as a “perversion”, “deviancy” or a “lack of morals”. 

The articles containing hate speech towards women were generated through singular events. During 

this period, transgenders were not targeted, separately.  

Of the items studied, eight of them were published anonymously. As in the previous periods, the 

percentage of the number of items about LGBTI individuals and women citing a source were high 

(72% during the last period of 2013, 67% during the first period of 2014, 77% during the second 

period, and 83% during this period). As the percentage of opinion columns increased, the percentage 

of articles with source naturally increases in publications. Publishing 17 items, Milli Gazete was the 

newspaper generating the most hate speech towards LGBTI individuals and women. Yeni Akit 

ranked second with three items. Publishing two items, Milat follows them. Moreover, in local press 

Ankara Anadolu, Konya Yenigün, Trakyada Yeşilyurt newspapers published two news articles each 

that contained hate speech towards LGBTI individuals and women. The list of the local newspapers 

that generated hate speech in one item each is as follows:  

Bizim Sivas Hürriyet Yeni Asya 

Denizli Yeni Olay Kayseri Haber Yeni Marmara 

Gaziantep Referans Kayseri Star Haber Yeni Sakarya 

Gümüşkent Sabah Yörem 

Hatay Anayurt Şok Zonguldak Yeni Adım 

Hatay Yorum Takvim  
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EXAMPLES BY CATEGORIES 

ENMITY / WAR DISCOURSE 

Title: EVEN GAYS ARE İMAM 
Newspaper: Bizim Sivas 
Date: 15-Dec-2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Refik Kutlu 

This article covered the attendance of Justice and Development Party (AKP) MP Nursula Memecan at 
the aforementioned symposium titled “Fundamental Rights, Non-Discrimination and the Protection 
of Vulnerable Groups Including the LGBTI people.” The article ends with a poem including the phrase; 
“Those who have the devil’s mentality/will be seen in the afterlife, if God permits/Those who piss on 
the mosque walls/Will pay off, if God permits/Those who do not mention and do not call the 
merciful/Those who do not come by the propriety crowds/Those who do not exclaim the truth in the 
parliament/Will be expelled from this society, if God permits.” These lines were considered hate 
speech as they threaten LGBTI individuals’ right to live. Memecan is directly targeted with the 
phrase; “Certain deputy should look about/ We will settle her hash, if God permits.” 
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ENMITY / WAR DISCOURSE 

Title: Invitation to morality! 
Newspaper: Milli Gazete 
Date: 25-Nov-2014 
Type: News Article 
Author: Milli Gazete 

In this full-page news article hate speech was generated over the MPs’ participation at the same 
symposium titled “Fundamental Rights, Non-Discrimination and the Protection of Vulnerable Groups 
Including the LGBTI people” organized in Tirana. The newspaper defines the symposium as the 
“perversion seminar” and LGBTI individuals as “perverts”, proliferating negative coverage to several 
persons and institutions with pro LGBTI views. The newspaper poses a threat for LGBTI individuals’ 
right to live by conveying the answer from the Directorate of Religious Affairs, “to our question about 
homosexual perversions as ‘It’s definitely perversion, and banned by our religion.” LGBTI expressions 
were related as “Aberrant relationships are against human nature. Whoever allows this, betrays 
humanity… This is like destroying the humanity.” The article included the statement of an 
academician denouncing LBGTI on behalf of Muslim populations: “We, as a Muslim congregation 
group, must react to this action, which is against Allah’s orders.”  
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EXAGGERATION / ATTRIBUTION / DISTORTION 

Title: Covers of men are their eyes 
Newspaper: Gaziantep Referans 
Date: 04-Sep-2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: İbrahim Halil Er 

In his article, İbrahim Halil Er writes that men have to strive to control their desires in response to a 
woman’s clothing, and that women “abuse men with their bearing and turnout”. He placed 
responsibility for sexual harassment on women, justifying sexual harassment and rape with the 
expressions; “A man with Islamic sensitivity has to strive to control his desires from adultery of his 
eyes. (...) When the man tries to protect his eyes in accordance with Islam, servants of the Devil find 
another way to abuse men. This time they send messages to men’s noses. Women go out wearing 
the most lustful perfumes, and try to seduce the noses of those, who try to protect their eyes... If 
that does not work, she talks in her most seductive tones, and bursts into laughter without thinking. 
It is very hard to be a man these days... It is hard to be a modest, moral man”. 
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EXAGGERATION / ATTRIBUTION / DISTORTION 

Title: Save me from my lesbian wife 
Newspaper: Şok 
Date: 10-Oct-2014 
Type: News Article 
Author: Anonymous 

In the news article informing a divorce case, although there is no such expression, which is used in 
the title, in the husband’s petition for divorce; via the words used in the title both the sexual 
orientation of the woman is reflected in the title where lesbianism was conveyed as a negative trait. 
In the accompanying photo, the woman, wearing a dress, shows her legs, by the sea, in a display of 
objectification. The choice of photo, irrelevant to the topic, promotes allegations of “prostitution” 
and “lesbianism”. Indicating the nationality of the woman unnecessarily, stigmatizes the citizens of 
the country in question. 
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BLASPHEMY / INSULT / DENIGRATION 

Title: The process 
Newspaper: Zonguldak Yeni Adım 
Date: 13-Oct-2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Süleyman Kurt 

In his opinion column, which is also listed in the previous category for generating hate speech 
towards Kurds and Rûms under the category Enmity / War Discourse, Süleyman Kurt makes a 
reference to Sabahat Tuncel without mentioning her name and defines her as “şıllık” (slut). Even 
though this expression, which is defined as “woman with extreme and tawdry makeover” in the 
dictionary of Turkish Language Society12, seems to be used for a specific person, since it is used as 
denigration related to this person’s gender, it is evaluated as hate speech towards women.  

 

                                                           

12
 http://www.tdk.gov.tr/index.php?option=com_gts&arama=gts&guid=TDK.GTS.5576228a66b739.72032540  

http://www.tdk.gov.tr/index.php?option=com_gts&arama=gts&guid=TDK.GTS.5576228a66b739.72032540
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BLASPHEMY / INSULT / DENIGRATION 

Title: SKIRT!!! 
Newspaper: Takvim 
Date: 18-Sep-2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Bekir Hazar 

Bekir Hazar’s opinion column indicates religion (Jewish bosses, Jewish dynasty) although not 
necessary to the article.  He then constructes a social theory related to Jewish identity. He also 
attributes weakness to women with the expressions “female soldier / victory is ours”, “SKIRTED 
Scotch soldiers”, “He took over Egypt with the help of Scotch soldiers, who wore SKIRTS”, and “Put 
skirt on all the British people”, and using the actions of “wearing skirt”, or “putting skirt on 
somebody” as an element of denigration, he generates hate speech.  
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DISCRIMINATORY DISCOURSE AND SYRIAN REFUGEES  

IN PRINT MEDIA  

 

Introduction 

This report discusses the discriminatory, exclusionary and ‘othering’ discourse towards Syrian 

refugees in print media, and contains examples of this discourse in mainstream print media along 

with focusing on print media in Gaziantep. Taking into account the limits of the report, historical 

background and conceptual information about the findings are included in the report considering 

that this information would contribute in better understanding of the key findings and examples 

pertaining to the discriminatory, exclusionary and ‘othering’ discourse towards Syrian refugees in 

print media. While conveying historical background and conceptual framework; internationally 

acclaimed and canonized international human rights documents, legal texts, and studies of 

international intergovernmental organizations are focused. Yet, related academic studies are also 

made use of, when needed.  

It is possible to categorize key findings with respect to opinion columns and news articles containing 

direct or indirect discriminatory discourse towards Syrian refugees under three groups, usually 

interrelatedly and sometimes almost in an intertwined way: 

1- Lacking a Rights-Based Point of View: In most of the opinion columns and news articles, 

fundamental human rights arguments, including those arguments for elimination of 

discrimination against refugees, are not made use of. A very limited coverage is given to 

rights-based non-government organizations (NGOs) working on protecting the human rights 

of refugees. Most of the favorable news articles are about humanitarian aids. Substituting 

the fundamental arguments on human rights, the magical word used against lynching events 

and tensions is ‘common sense’. Furthermore, through man-on-the-street interviews (i.e. vox 

populi) the productive sources, which use ‘othering’ and discriminatory discourse, are the 

fellow-citizens themselves. 

2- Security-Oriented Point of View: Security-oriented point of view dominates opinion columns 

and news articles about Syrian refugees. However, the sense of security in question reflects 

conventional notion of security. This conventional form of security could eventually reduce 

the economic and social rights of Syrian refugees – rights to labor and housing – to a military 

and policing security problem. However there is no reference to the human dimension of 

security, which can be summarized as “freedom from fear”, “freedom from want” and “right 

to lead a life in dignity”.  

3- Social Production of News and ‘Othering’ Role of the Media: In both the mainstream press 

and local newspapers, the news articles about Syrian refugees re-generate ‘othering’ 

discourse against refugees. In a considerable part of the news, ‘primary sources’, whose 

opinions together with their calls for ‘common sense’ are given coverage, are members of 

the parliament, governors, president of the chamber of commerce, and local businessmen; 
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and headlines are presented in banners. However, opinions of Syrian refugees are not 

included in these news articles.  

Historical Background and Conceptual Framework 

Value-based principles of internationally acclaimed human rights documents, the legal language used 

and normative contents of the texts hardly ever give any information on the historical background of 

the related topic. It is possible to say that Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees of 28 July 

195113 (1951 Convention) is the most distinct exception. Right in the Chapter I of the 1951 

Convention, with the expression “as a result of events occurring before 1 January 1951”, we literally 

face the grim truth: terrible destructions, genocides, and millions of dead, disabled people and nearly 

as many completely homeless people in between two different World Wars. It is possible to extend 

the list of these disasters. Furthermore, what is more tragic is that the mentioned disasters were not 

restricted in the period before January 1, 1951. That is why Protocol Relating to the Status of 

Refugees of 31 January 196714 (1967 Protocol) took out the expression “events occurring before 1 

January 1951” from the convention, and widened the scope of the convention without limiting it to 

any time period. In parallel with 1951 Convention, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees15 

(UNHCR) was established on December 14, 1950 by the United Nations General Assembly.  

Another important feature of the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of 

Refugees is that compared to other conventions with respect to the language used, both of these 

conventions point to a more specific subject: Refugee. While stating subjects, most of the 

international documents on human rights use extremely generalized expressions like ‘everyone’ or 

‘no one’. For example,  the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Declaration) indicates: “Everyone 

has the right to freedom of thought and expression” (Articles 18, 19); or says: “No one shall be 

subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment” (Article 5). Thus, by 

expressing the right to seek asylum much earlier, the 1951 Convention, Article 14 of the Declaration 

said “Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution,” 16 but 

did not use the concept of ‘refugee’. Hence, with respect to human rights documents referring to 

more specific subjects such as ‘woman’, ‘child’, ‘people with disabilities’, ‘minority’ in much later 

examples, the 1951 Convention establishes a precedent and put forth the definition of ‘refugee’. 

Then, who is a refugee? Who is called as a refugee?      

According to the 1951 Convention, a refugee is a person who:  

                                                           

13
 UN High Commissioner for Refugees, “Collection of International Instruments and Legal Texts Concerning 

Refugees and Others of Concern to UNHCR”, UNHCR, June 2007, p.10, available on the web site: < 
http://www.unhcr.org/455c71de2.pdf >. Last Date of Access: August 19, 2015. 
14 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees, “Collection of International Instruments and Legal Texts Concerning 
Refugees and Others of Concern to UNHCR”, op.cit., p.32, available on the web site: < 
http://www.unhcr.org/455c71de2.pdf >. Last Date of Access: August 19, 2015. 
15

 UN High Commissioner for Refugees, available on the web site: < 
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c2.html>. Last Date of Access: August 19, 2015. 
16 

United Nations, “Universal Declaration of Human Rights”, available on the web site: < 
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/>. Last Date of Access: August 19, 2015. 
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“owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 

membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his 

nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of 

that country.” 17 

The term refugee is often confused with the concept of ‘asylum-seeker’ due to the notion of ‘right to 

seek asylum’ of the protected refugees, used in international human rights documents. For this 

reason the concepts of ‘refugee’ and ‘asylum-seeker’ are used interchangeably. As a matter of fact 

there is not a definite distinction between the concepts of ‘refugee’ and ‘asylum-seeker’ in essence, 

because in both of these terms the subject(s) is/are the same. The term ‘asylum-seeker’ just refers to 

the legal application period itself.  Accordingly, an asylum-seeker is:  

“a person whose request or application for asylum has not been finally decided on by a 

prospective country of refuge.”18  

“Right to seek asylum”, which is stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and is protected 

in international human rights documents after the Declaration, expresses the protection itself. 

Accordingly, asylum is: 

“the grant, by a State, of protection on its territory to persons from another State who are 

fleeing persecution or serious danger. A person who is granted asylum is a refugee. Asylum 

encompasses a variety of elements, including non-refoulement, permission to remain on the 

territory of the asylum country, and humane standards of treatment.”19 

It is possible to summarize the fundamental human rights of the refugees in the 1951 Convention as 

follows:  

- Non-discrimination - Article 3 (reservation is prohibited) 
- Freedom of thought and faith - Article 4 (reservation is prohibited) 
- Civil rights (marriage) - Article 12 
- Right to ownership - Article 13 
- Artistic rights and industrial property - Article 14  
- Right of association - Article 15  
- Access to courts - Article 16 (reservation is prohibited) 
- Right to employment - Article 17  
- Self-employment - Article 18 
- Right to practice a liberal profession - Article 19 
- Rationing - Article 20  
- Right to housing - Article 21 
- Right to public education- Article 22 
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 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees “Collection of International Instruments and Legal Texts 

Concerning Refugees and Others of Concern to UNHCR”, UNHCR, June 2007, p. 11, available on the web site: < 
http://www.unhcr.org/455c71de2.pdf >. Last Date of Access: August 19, 2015. 
18

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees “Protecting Refugees: A Field Guide for NGOs”, UNHCR, p. 
126, available on the web site: < http://www.unhcr.or.jp/html/protect/pdf/ProtectingRefugees-
FieldGuideforNGOs.pdf >. Last Date of Access: August 19, 2015. 
19

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees “Protecting Refugees: A Field Guide for NGOs”, a.g.e. 

http://www.unhcr.or.jp/html/protect/pdf/ProtectingRefugees-FieldGuideforNGOs.pdf
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Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September – December 2014 

 

70 

 

- Right to public relief - Article 23 
- Right to social security - Article 24  
- Freedom of movement - Article 26  
- Obtaining identity documents and travel documents - Articles 27, 28  
- Right to being expellable - Article 32   
- Prohibition of expulsion or return to the frontiers of territories where his life or freedom would 

be threatened - Article 33 (Non-Refoulement) (reservation is prohibited!) 
- Right to naturalization - Article 34  
 

Among the rights listed above, human rights of refugees can be grouped into three main categories 
within the scope of international obligations of states:  

1. Prohibition of Discrimination (Article 3): Prohibition is clearly and distinctly stated. 

Reservations cannot be made to this provision.  

2. Principle of non-refoulement, which prohibits the return of a refugee to a territory where his 

or her life or freedom is threatened (Article 33): This prohibition is also clearly and distinctly stated. 

Reservations cannot be made to this provision as well.  

3. These rights specify rights of refugees and obligations of contracting countries regarding the 

treatment of refugees. These rights involve civil and political rights as well as economic, social and 

cultural rights.  
 

Apart from the 1951 Convention and 1967 Protocol, there are a series of human rights treaties 
prescriptive about protection of fundamental rights and freedoms of refugees.  

- UN International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965) 
- UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966); Decisions of the UN Human 

Rights Committee  
- UN International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966) 
- UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (1979) 
- UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment (1984); Committee Conclusions  
- UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)  
- UN Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 

Families (1991) 
- UN Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons (1954) 
- UN Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness (1961) 
-             International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention concerning Equality of Treatment of 
 Nationals and Non-Nationals in Social Security (1961) 
- Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and 

Children, supplementing the UN Conventions against Transnational Organized Crime -
Palermo Protocol (2000)  

- UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006) 
- European Convention on Human Rights (1950) and Convention supplement Protocols No. 4 

(1963), No. 7 (1984) and No. 12 (2001) – ECHR Conclusions  
- European Convention for the Prevention of Torture – CPT Recommendations  
- The European Social Charter (1996 Revised Charter) and 1988 Additional Protocol and 

Additional Protocol of 1995 Providing for a System of Collective Complaints; Conclusions of 
the European Committee of Social Rights.  

- Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and 
Domestic Violence (2011) 
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- General Comments and Conclusions:  
- UN Mechanisms: UN Security Council, UNHCR Recommendations; UNHCR Executive 

Committee Conclusions  
- Council of Europe: Parliamentary Assembly Resolutions; Committee of Ministers Resolutions  
- Geneva Conventions (Laws of War) 

 

By the way, in accordance with the passage of the treaties in Turkey mentioned above, especially the 

European Convention on Human Rights, these treaties have the force of the national law according 

to the Article 90 of the Constitution of the Republic of Turkey.  

Republic of Turkey ratified the 1951 Convention on August 29, 1961 under the “Law No. 350”20 and 

1967 Protocol on July 1, 1968 under the Decree of the Council of Ministers Numbered 6/1026621, 

both with a statement and reservations.22 Turkey says in the reservation: “None of the covenants of 

this Convention can be interpreted as providing the refugee more rights in Turkey than the rights of 

Turkish persons”, so in the statement Turkey indicates that the convention would be implemented 

only within the scope of “events taken place in Europe” but would not implement it within the scope 

of “events taking place elsewhere.” This statement, which is briefly known as “geographical 

limitation”, means that Turkey would allow those coming from Europe as refugees, but not those 

coming from countries out of Europe. However, events taking place in the Middle East and especially 

in the neighboring countries since the beginning of 1990s, de facto brought about substantial 

alterations in this situation. As a matter of fact, when Turkey opened its borders to Kurds fled Iraq 

after the Gulf War I in 1991, the reservation and the statement de jure put on the 1951 Convention 

and 1967 Protocol lost their meanings.  Nevertheless, Turkey still has not withdrawn the reservation 

and the statement, which are almost the “Sword of Damocles” so to speak.  

Migration of Kurds from Iraq after the Gulf War I herewith revealed another truth: Up until the 

mentioned migration, probably due to the slackness caused by the reservation and the statement, 

Turkey had not made any adjustments in the legal system. Thereupon the “Regulation regarding the 

Principles and Procedures related to Possible Population Movements and Foreigners Arriving in 

Turkey either as Individuals or in Groups Wishing to Seek Asylum either from Turkey or Requesting 

Residence Permission in order to Seek Asylum from Another Country” (Decision No: 94/6169), which is 

known as the 1994 Regulation in short, became effective upon the decree of the Council of Ministers 

on September 14, 1994.23 This regulation is the first comprehensive regulation in the national legal 

body of laws Turkey has ever made regarding ‘refugees’. In parallel to the needs arose after this 

regulation and reforms based on EU Harmonization Process, Turkey made a number of other 

regulations. However these regulations formed a series of legislations, which is extremely scattered 

                                                           

20
 Official Gazette, Number: 10898, September 5, 1961, p. 5927.  

21
 Official Gazette, Number: 12968, August 5, 1968, p. 1.  

22 
Although it is not on the statement and reservation published on the official gazette; in the notification 

placed to UN, Turkey drew attention to the fact that the oppression that Turkish minorities in Bulgaria had 
suffered before 1951, still continued after 1951; and emphasized that the Convention should be applied for the 
Bulgarian refugees with Turkish origin, who had to flee their country due to oppressions but could not took 
refuge in Turkey and therefore had to find asylum in other countries, as well.  
23 

Official Gazette, Number: 22127, November 30, 1994, p. 6.  
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and hard to follow. At this stage, by taking an important step regarding the status of refugees in April 

2013, Turkey enacted the Law on Foreigners and International Protection (Law Number: 6458).24 The 

law went in effect in April 2014, and herewith Directorate General of Migration Management was 

established under the Ministry of Interior. This development was welcomed by rights-based 

organizations and human rights mechanisms that were active both domestically and internationally; 

because the law was enacted at a time when there was an influx of Syrian refugees to Turkey 

because of the conflict erupted in Syria in 2011.   

The Law on Foreigners and International Protection bestows some of the fundamental rights, which 

are acknowledged in the aforementioned international human rights treaties relating to refugees. 

Foremost among them is the principle of non-refoulement (article 4), prohibition of returning a 

refugee. Besides, the law makes adjustments on education, rights to health, rights to social security 

and services, and access to job market (article 89). However, although the Article 90 of the Law 

states that there might be some restrictions on rights and obligations other than the rights to 

education and health, it is a remarkable improvement when compared to previous periods.  Besides, 

this law does not abolish the contractual obligations of Turkey arising out of the international human 

rights treaties relating to refugees.  

Turkey, by carrying out the ‘open-door policy’ for the refugees fled Syria due to the conflict, kept 

Syrian refugees under the ‘temporary protection regime’. 25 Accordingly, it would be better to clarify 

the notion of ‘temporary protection’, before discussing recent developments. ‘Temporary protection’ 

came to the fore after the events in the former Yugoslavia in the midst of 1990s. Thereupon, UNHCR, 

Council of Europe and European Union developed some guiding texts, recommendations and 

instructions regarding ‘temporary protection’.26 When we take into account The Guidelines on 

Temporary Protection issued by the UNHCR27, Recommendation 1348 (1997) of the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Council of Europe28, Recommendation No. R(2000)9 of the Committee of Ministers 

of the Council of Europe to member states on temporary protection (Adopted by the Committee of 

Ministers on May 3, 2000) 29, and the Temporary Protection Directive of the Council European Union 

                                                           

24 
Official Gazette, Number: 28615, April 11, 2013.  

25 
UNHCR, “Frequently Asked Questions Syrian Refugees in Turkey”, available on the web site: 

<http://www.unhcr.org.tr/uploads/root/faqenglish.pdf>. Last Date of Access: August 19, 2015.  
26 

Cynthia Orchard and Dawn Chatty, “High time for Europe to offer temporary protection to refugees from 
Syria?”, Open Democracy, 2 October 2014. Available on the web site: <https://www.opendemocracy.net/can-
europe-make-it/cynthia-orchard-dawn-chatty/high-time-for-europe-to-offer-temporary-protection-to>. Last 
Date of Access: August 19, 2015.  
27

 UNHCR, “Guidelines on Temporary Protection or Stay Arrangements”, February 2014. Available on the web 
site: <http://www.refworld.org/docid/52fba2404.html>. Last Date of Access: August 19, 2015. 
28 

Parliamentary Assembly, “RECOMMENDATION 1348 (1997) on the temporary protection of persons forced to 
flee their country”, the Council of Europe. Available on the web site: < 
http://www.assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewPDF.asp?FileID=16567&lang=en>. Last Date of 
Access: August 19, 2015. 
29 

The Committee of Ministers, “Recommendation No. R (2000) 9 of the Committee of Ministers to member 
states on temporary protection” (Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 3 May 2000 at the 708th meeting 
of the Ministers’ Deputies), the Council of Europe. Available on the web site:  
<https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=352747&Site=COE> Last Access: August 19, 2015. 
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(2001)30 all together, it is possible to define ‘temporary protection’ by the following four key 

conditions:  

- Mass Refugee Influx: It is intended for the refugees, who have to flee their countries on 

masse and cannot go back to their countries due to internal conflict, generalized violence, 

widespread violation of human rights. 

- Immediate Action: Taken as an immediate action in exceptional circumstances, where there 

is mass refuge influx.  

- Complementarity: Implementing temporary protection only as a complementary solution, 

not as an alternative to the 1951 Convention and 1967 Protocol or a substitute practice to 

the principles of the Convention.  

- Time limit: As is evident from its name, temporary protection is time-limited; hence a 

timeframe has to be designated even if it is just an estimated one. It is possible to extend the 

period. However extending the period of the temporary protection is not a preferred 

method. After the deadline, a permanent solution has to be found. 

At this point, related to the ‘temporary protection’ mentioned in the Article 91 of the Law on 

Foreigners and International Protection, Turkey implemented the Temporary Protection Regulation 

upon the decision adopted by the Council of Ministers on October 12, 2014 (Decision Number: 

2014/6883). 31 The Provisional Article 1 of the Temporary Protection Regulation states that refugees 

of Syria are covered under temporary protection. Besides the Regulation contains some adjustments 

related to some fundamental rights. However, taking into account the period, in which the 

discriminatory discourse against Syrian refugees in press is analyzed in this report, the very existence 

of the Temporary Protection Regulation is left out of the scope of this report.   

According to the data announced by the UNHCR on April 14, 2015, the number of Syrian refugees, 

who had to flee to other countries in the region due to the conflict in Syria, is almost 4 million. 32 The 

population of Syrian refugees is densest in Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan.33 UN Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) describes the emerging situation in Syria as “the 

biggest humanitarian crisis in the world today”.34 According to UN OCHA, 12.2 million people are in 

                                                           

30 
The Council of The European Union, “COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 2001/55/EC of 20 July 2001 on minimum standards 

for giving temporary protection in the event of a mass influx of displaced persons and on measures promoting 
a balance of efforts between Member States in receiving such persons and bearing the consequences thereof”, 
Official Journal of the European Communities, 7.8.2001, L 212/12. Available on the web site: <http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2001:212:0012:0023:EN:PDF>. Last Date of Access: August 
19, 2015.  
31

 Official Gazette, Number: 29153, October 22, 2014. 
32 

UNHCR, Syria Regional Refugee Response, Inter-agency Information Sharing Portal, available on web site: 
<http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php>. Last Date of Access: April 14, 2015.   
33

 UNHCR, Registered Syrian Refugees, op. cit., available on web site: 
<http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php>. Last Date of Access: April 14, 2015.   
34 

UNOCHA, “Syria: 6 facts at the start of the 4th year of Syria’s conflict”, 14 March 2014, available on web site: 
<http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/syria-6-facts-start-4th-year-syria%E2%80%99s-conflict>. Last 
Date of Access: August 19, 2015.   
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need of humanitarian assistance, and apart from approximately 4 million Syrians who had to flee the 

country, 7.6 million people are internally displaced by violence.35 According to the data provided for 

UNHCR by AFAD (Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry Disaster & Emergency Management Authority) on 

April 10, 2015, the number of registered Syrian refugees in Turkey was 1,758,092.36 However, during 

a TV program on the very same day, Deputy Prime Minister Prof. Numan Kurtulmuş, who was 

responsible of the AFAD, made a statement: “There are approximately 2 million Syrians in Turkey.”37 

That number had been around 8 thousand in December 2011, when the migration had started.38 

According to AFAD data, there are 258,537 Syrians in the accommodation centers in Turkey as of 

April 17, 2015.39 That number is approximately 13% of the total number of Syrian refugees 

mentioned above. The remaining 87% of the total refugee population in Turkey, who do not stay in 

refugee camps called “Accommodation Centers”, live in cities and rural areas. In Turkey, highest 

Syrian refugee numbers in both camp and non-camp locations are Şanlıurfa, Gaziantep, Hatay, and 

Kilis provinces.40   

Anadolu Agency, which is the official news agency of Turkey, reported that in the TGNA Plan and 

Budget Committee during the discussions for the 2015 budget for the Prime Ministry related and 

affiliated institutions, Numan Kurtulmuş answered the question “Are Syrians our guests?” as: 

“Unfortunately the subject of Syrian refugees were initially taken as that they would come and then 

return back to their country in a few months. But after the 3.5 years of civil war, it turned out that 

they are here to stay.”41 This statement, made by Numan Kurtulmuş, is compatible with the findings 

of the following studies: “Syrian Refugees in Turkey, 2013: Field Survey Results”42 conducted by AFAD, 

“Syrians in Turkey: Social Acceptance and Integration Research”43 conducted by Hacettepe University 

Migration and Politics Research Center under the directorate of Assoc. Prof. M. Murat Erdoğan, and 

                                                           

35
 UNOCHA, Syria, Key Figures, available on web site: < http://www.unocha.org/syria>. Last Date of Access: 

August 19, 2015.   
36

 UNHCR, Registered Syrian Refugees by Date, op.cit, available on the web site: 
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224. Last Date of Access:  April 11, 2015. 
37

 Gündem Siyaset, Interview made by Veyis Ateş, Haber Türk TV, 10 April 2015. Available on web site:  
<http://www.haberturk.com/gundem/haber/1064564-numan-kurtulmus-haberturkte>. Last Date of Access: 
August 19, 2015. 
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 UNHCR, Registered Syrian Refugees by Date, op. cit., available on web site:   
<http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224>. Last Date of Access: April 11, 2015 
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 AFAD, Afet Raporu, Suriye, Barınma Merkezlerinde Son Durum [Disaster Report, Syria, Current Status in 
Accommodation Centers], Date of Update: April 17, 2015, available on web site:   
<https://www.afad.gov.tr/TR/IcerikDetay1.aspx?ID=16&IcerikID=848>. Last Date of Access: April 18, 2015.  
40

 UNHCR, Monthly Population Statistical Summary - April 2014, 08 May 2014, available on web site:   
<http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=5493>. Last Date of Access: April 14, 2015.  
41 

Türkiye'ye sığınan Suriyeliler kalıcı [Syrians are here to stay], 05 November 2014, 19.51 (Last Date of Update: 
05 November 2014 20.51), Anadolu Agency, Available on the web site: <http://www.aa.com.tr/tr/s/415866--
turkiye-taahhudunu-gerceklestirmeye-hazir>. Last Date of Access: August 19, 2015.  
42

 Türkiye’deki Suriyeli Sığınmacılar 2013: Saha Araştırması Sonuçları [Syrian Refugees in Turkey, 2013: Field 
Survey Results], AFAD, Available on the web site: <https://www.afad.gov.tr/Dokuman/TR/60-2013123015491-
syrian-refugees-in-turkey-2013_baski_30.12.2013_tr.pdf> . Last Date of Access: August 19, 2015. 
43

 Rapor: “Türkiye’deki Suriyeliler: Toplumsal Kabul ve Uyum" [Report: “Syrians in Turkey: Social Acceptance 
and Integration Research"], Extensive summary of the study (Update: 23 February 2015), Hacettepe University 
Migration and Politics Research Center (HUGO), Available on the web site: 
<http://www.hugo.hacettepe.edu.tr/TurkiyedekiSuriyeliler-Syrians%20in%20Turkey-Rapor-TR-EN-
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“The Economic Effects of Syrian Refugees to Turkey: A Synthetic Modeling”44 jointly conducted by 

Center for Middle Eastern Strategic Studies (ORSAM) and Turkish Economic and Social Studies 

Foundation (TESEV). 

In the study conducted by AFAD, the future plans of Syrian asylum seekers in Turkey are examined; 

the answers to the question “When do the Syrian asylum seekers plan to return to Syria?” are as 

follows:  56% of those in the camps and 63% of those out of the camps plan to return to Syria when 

the conflict in Syria ends. 25% of those in the camps, which is significantly high number of refugees, 

and 15% of those out of the camps plan to return when the government in Syria changes. 

Approximately 9% of those in the camps and 10% of those out of the camps plan to return when the 

conflict in the cities they used to live in ends. Moreover, 5% of those in the camps and 8% of those 

out of the camps never plan to return to Syria at all. Those, who plan to return as earliest as possible, 

are 3.6% of those living in the camps and 2.1% of those out of the camps. According to the findings of 

this research, approximately 95% of Syrian refugees do not want to return to their countries, at least 

in the short run.45 

On the other hand, the study conducted by the HUGO examines the opinions of the Turkish society 

on the permanence of Syrians.  Accordingly, 45.1% of the Turkish society thinks that all of the Syrians 

will return to Syria “in the aftermath of war in Syria”, whereas 54.9% of the society thinks that either 

all or some of Syrians will stay in Turkey.  Consequently more than half of the society thinks that 

Syrians will stay in Turkey in one way or another.46 The same study reveals that 70.8% of the Turkish 

people think that Turkish economy has weakened because of the asylum seekers. Following these, 

60.1% of the people object to providing aid for Syrians as there is poverty in Turkey. 47 

The findings of the study ‘The Economic Effects of Syrian Refugees to Turkey: A Synthetic Modeling’, 

which was conducted by ORSAM and TESEV, are of similar nature. The study was conducted to 

evaluate the reasons of Syrian refugees’ migration to Gaziantep, Hatay, Kilis, Şanlıurfa, Mersin, 

Adana, Kahramanmaraş, Osmaniye, and Mardin, and the effects of the migration on economic 

variables. Although the findings of the study differ at the city level, there is a general perception that 

Syrian refugees will have an adverse effect on Turkish economy. 48 
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 “Suriyeli Mültecilerin Türkiye’ye Ekonomik Etkileri: Sentetik bir Modelleme” [“The Economic Effects of Syrian 

Refugees to Turkey: A Synthetic Modeling”], ORSAM and TESEV, Report Number: 196, January 2015, Available 
on the web site: <http://www.orsam.org.tr/tr/trUploads/Yazilar/Dosyalar/201519_rapor196tur.pdf> . Last 
Date of Access:  August 19, 2015.  
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 Türkiye’deki Suriyeli Sığınmacılar 2013: Saha Araştırması Sonuçları, [Syrian Refugees in Turkey, 2013: Field 
Survey Results], AFAD, op.cit., p. 55. 
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 Rapor: “Türkiye’deki Suriyeliler: Toplumsal Kabul ve Uyum" [Report: “Syrians in Turkey: Social Acceptance 
and Integration Research"], Extensive summary of the study, op.cit., p. 76.  
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 “Suriyeli Mültecilerin Türkiye’ye Ekonomik Etkileri: Sentetik bir Modelleme” [“The Economic Effects of Syrian 
Refugees to Turkey: A Synthetic Modeling”], ORSAM and TESEV, pp. 33-34. 
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Print Media Monitored  

In this report, in which we analyze the discriminatory discourse towards Syrian refugees, we started 

out to monitor the local press in Gaziantep and Urfa, in which the number of Syrian refugees are the 

most, in the view of the aforementioned findings and conceptual framework. Monitoring was initially 

planned for two different periods. The first is a one-week period when events and lynching attempts 

took place in the aftermath of the event that a Syrian refugee stabbed his landlord to death during a 

quarrel they had on August 12, 2014. This period coincided with the distress due to the allegations 

that Syrians had poisoned the drinking water in Gaziantep. The second period is when public 

demonstrations broke on October 6 and 7, 2014 in response to the Islamic State of Iraq and the 

Levant (ISIS) attacks on Kobanê, and when the impacts of those demonstrations were still felt. 

However, 6-7 October 2014 protests coincided with the Eid al-Adha and local press does not publish 

newspapers during religious holidays; taking into account that there could not be a reliable research 

during this period, this mentioned period and the local press in Urfa are excluded from the study. 

Instead, we focused on the local press published in Gaziantep between August 11 and August 24, 

2014, which covers just before and after the event occurred in Gaziantep on August 12, 2014. 

Besides, local press in Gaziantep published between October 1 and October 14, 2014 are monitored, 

as far as it can be accessed, with reference to Kobanê events. But we couldn’t obtain enough 

instances to assess the Kobanê events in local media in Gaziantep. Therefore, Kobanê and its 

aftermath are excluded from the evaluation.49 On the other hand, mainstream media is confined to 

the period between August 11 and August 24, 2014. 

While choosing the mainstream and local newspapers, preferably the circulation rates of the 

newspapers are taken into account; and newspapers with wide circulations are chosen for the study. 

Yet newspapers belonging to the same media group are not chosen although they have wide 

circulations; instead, two newspapers belonging to different media groups are chosen. Besides, while 

deciding among the newspapers in local press, as we have mentioned above, the selection is made 

by taking into consideration the accessibility of the old issues of the newspapers as well. Hürriyet and 

Sabah newspapers are chosen among the mainstream media. The monitored newspapers of 

Gaziantep are Olay, Gaziantep Güneş and Gaziantep 27.50 

During the monitoring process, 33 opinion columns and 177 news articles regarding Syrian refugees 

were analyzed. Four of the opinion columns regarding Syrian refugees were published in Hürriyet 

under the mainstream media; in local Gaziantep press, on the other hand, 14 of them were published 

in Olay, nine of them were published in Gaziantep Güneş and six of them were published in 

Gaziantep 27. There were no opinion columns regarding the subject in Sabah under the mainstream 
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 Only one out of the 9 Kobanê news articles that we could obtain were about refugees and that one was 

about the humanitarian aid to be sent to refugees entered the country from Suruç (Gaziantep 27; 2 September 
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Agency, p.2, 18, available on the web site: <http://www.bik.gov.tr/files/tiraj/agustos-2014.pdf>. Last Date of 
Access: August 19, 2015; List of the Newspapers and Journals, August 2014 period, General Directorate of 
Turkish Press Advertisement Agency, p.2, 19, available on the web site:  
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media. Out of the 177 analyzed news articles about Syrian refugees, 26 of them were published in 

mainstream media; 10 of them were in Sabah and 16 of them were in Hürriyet. The remaining 151 

news articles were analyzed in local press of Gaziantep. Out of this 151 news articles, 30 of them 

appeared in Olay, 40 of them appeared in Gaziantep Güneş and 44 of them appeared in Gaziantep 

27. Five of the news items in Gaziantep 27 and one in Gaziantep Güneş, were vox populi (man-on-

the-street interviews). Besides there was an interview published in Gaziantep Güneş. 70 of the news 

articles about Syrian refugees were published on the front page; one of these news articles was 

published on Hürriyet’s front page and the other 69 of them published in local Gaziantep press. The 

distribution of the news articles, which were published on the front page of the local press, is as 

follows: 25 in Olay; 22 in Gaziantep Güneş; and 22 in Gaziantep 27. The number of the opinion 

columns that were about Syrian refugees and were published on the front page, is two. All of the 

news items except 12 of them – three items in Sabah, three items in Hürriyet and six items in 

Gaziantep 27 – published with news photography. 

 

Key Findings and Examples 

In light of the key findings –summary is given above– the results of this study together with the 

examples to these results are indicated below. Favorable examples, though extremely low in 

number, are also given with data about these key findings.  

- Lacking a Rights-Based Point of View 

The first finding is that opinion columns and news articles about Syrian refugees are generated with a 

point of view that does not consider refugees as rightful subjects. The fact that opinion columns and 

news articles lack a rights-based point of view is a general problem of all the newspapers in general.  

While choosing examples during the analysis, both favorable and unfavorable examples are selected 

for comparison. Accordingly, although, as summarized above, there are national and international 

human rights treaties relating to refugees’ fundamental rights, all of the opinion columns about 

Syrian refugees but three –one in Hürriyet and two in Gaziantep Güneş – lack the rights-based point 

of view. 
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Favorable Examples: Rights-Based Approach  

The first of the favorable examples is the opinion column that was written by Ahmet Hakan and 

published on the fourth page of Hürriyet on August 18, 2014. In his article titled “To those who 

cannot tell the attackers ‘Stop!’’’, Ahmet Hakan defines the attacks as ‘xenophobic’ and 

‘discriminatory’.  

 

Other favorable examples are the two opinion columns published in Gaziantep Güneş. The first one is 

the opinion column published on the fifth page of Gaziantep Güneş on August 20, 2014 with the title: 

“Security and Housing”, which was written by Zahide Yalçın Sert with reference to the lynching 

events that had taken place in Gaziantep. Zahide Yalçın Sert writes, “I believe that security and 

housing are among the most fundamental human rights.” In this respect, the article is almost an 

exception in terms of mentioning the human dimension of security both by pointing out human 

rights and by going beyond the boundaries of the conventional notion of security, which is the 

second key finding of this report.  
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The second example from Gaziantep Güneş is the article titled “I am not a racists, but…” written by 

İzzettin Encu and published on the fifth page of the newspaper on August 22, 2014. In the article, 

which criticizes the attacks on Syrian refugees, discriminatory discourse and attitudes are criticized 

with reference to the report titled “I am not a racist but… Racist-Discriminatory Discourses in Print 

Media”51 prepared by Prof. Eser Köker and Assoc. Prof. Ülkü Doğanay for the Human Rights Joint 

Platform (IHOP). 

 

When the news articles in the media are examined, it reveals that the number of news articles, 

which reflect the rights-based point of view, is extremely limited. In the study, only 11 news articles 

under this category are determined. Among these items, one item was published in Hürriyet, three 

items were in Olay, four items were in Gaziantep Güneş, and three items were in Gaziantep 27.   

 
                                                           

51
 Eser Köker, Ülkü Doğanay, “Irkçı değilim ama... Yazılı Basında Irkçı-Ayrımcı Söylemler” [I am not a racist but... 

Racist-Discriminatory Discourses in Print Media], the publication of Human Rights Joint Platform, available on 
the web site: <http://www.ihop.org.tr/dosya/diger/irkci_degilim_web.pdf>. Last Date of Access:  August 19, 
2015. 
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Half of the news articles (6), which can be said to reflect the rights-based point of view, are already 

the press statements issued by NGOs working on the human rights of refugees. When considered 

from this aspect, only one news article gave coverage to an international treaty relating to refugees’ 

human rights. Even this news article, which was published on the ninth page of Gaziantep Güneş on 

August 15, 2014, is based on a joint press statement of NGOs. The right of asylum, which was 

explained on Article 14/1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is emphasized in the press 

statement. At the same time, the statement maintains a stance against hate and discrimination, and 

draws attention to the necessities related to fundamental rights of refugees. Besides, it is the only 

news article that can be said to approach the security problem from a humanitarian perspective. 

However, the news article is published on a single column towards the back page without a 

photograph. On the other hand, which NGOs issued the joint press statement is not mentioned in the 

article.  

The press statement, which was issued by Mazlum-Der (Association of Human Rights and Solidarity 

for Oppressed People) and expressed refugees’ right to employment, was published on Olay and 

Gaziantep 27 newspapers on August 18, 2014. Both of the news articles were given with a 

photograph. Olay published it on the front page and Gaziantep 27 published it on the eighth page. 

Both of the news articles were based on İhlas News Agency (İHA).  
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Another statement, which was issued by rights-based NGOs that work for refugees’ human rights, 

expressed concerns about attacks on Syrian refugees, and stated that rights and legal status of Syrian 

refugees had to be clarified. This statement was published on Olay, Gaziantep Güneş and Gaziantep 

27 newspapers on August 22, 2014 with reference to İHA. The news were given together with a 

photograph on all three newspapers; yet only Gaziantep 27 specified the names of all NGO’s that 

signed the statement. On the other hand, Gaziantep Güneş and Olay newspapers gave only the name 

of Metin Çorabatır, Vice President of the Research Center on Asylum and Migration, who read the 

joint statement. Gaziantep Güneş gave the news on the sixth page and Olay gave it on the fifth page. 

The way the news appeared on Gaziantep 27 and Gaziantep Güneş are the only two examples among 

all the news articles, which were monitored for the Law on Foreigners and International Protection. 

Olay did not mention the Law in the news article. By the way, it should be indicated that none of the 

articles mentioned about the Ministry of Interior Directorate General of Migration Management, 

which is responsible for the implementation of the Law on Foreigners and International Protection.52   

 

Another good example about the topic is the statement Author Ahmet Ümit made about the lynching 

attempts in Gaziantep for the newspaper Gaziantep Güneş on August 21, 2014. The news is given on 

the front page of the newspaper and continued on the fifth page. There is an emphasis on 

multiculturalism in the article. Accordingly, a wide coverage is given to criticism of bearing the sense 

of hate and lynching attempts towards Syrian refugees. Another feature of the news article, which 

reflects the rights-based perspective, is that it draws attention to the fact that the problems related 

to Syrian refugees cannot be solved only by diligence of NGOs and that the state has responsibilities 

on this issue. On the other hand, the fact that employment and housing are common problems for 

both the citizens of Turkey and Syrian refugees is important in establishing a connection between 

local community and Syrian refugees.  

                                                           

52
 Instead, the Disaster and Emergency Management Authority (AFAD), which is responsible of the camps the 

Syrian refugees stay and humanitarian aid, is mentioned in nine news articles. AFAD serves as the main 
coordinating institution in case of emergencies and disasters. 
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When examining the mainstream media, there is only one news item in Hürriyet that can be 

considered as having a rights-based point of view. Besides, within the monitored mainstream media 

there are only two news items that give reference to international organizations working on human 

rights. Both of these news articles about Syrian refugees’ access to labor and employment were 

published in Hürriyet. First one was published on the ninth page of Hürriyet on August 19, 2014 with 

the reporter’s name, Hacer Boyacıoğlu. This article says that in regards to the work permit for Syrian 

refugees, “international organizations, notably International Labor Organization (ILO), got involved.” 

The other one is the news article published, bearing the name of Şebnem Turhan, on the 11th page of 

Hürriyet with the title “Jobs and Professions!” When conveying the number of Syrian refugees, the 

article gave reference to UNHCR. This news item is the only one that gives reference to the biggest 

UN institution that works for the protection of refugees. Even so, this information is given at the 

bottom of the page in tiniest font sizes. 
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Two news articles, which can be considered as rights-based in relation to refugee children’s right to 

education, were published in Olay (on the fourth page) and in Gaziantep 27 (eighth page) on October 

14, 2014. Both of these news items are about the meeting on the Ministry of National Education’s 

Circular on Foreigner’s Access to Education (Numbered: 2014/21) and they touch on the problems 

arose during refugee children’s access to education opportunities. In the news report, it is said that 

“Representatives of Turkey (UNICEF)” attended the meeting. However, as neither of the news articles 

indicates the fact that the acronym “UNICEF” stands for “United Nations International Children’s 

Emergency Fund”, they also did not mention that it is a UN organization working for the fundamental 

human rights of children or what kind of activities they conduct. Nevertheless, the news item, as it is, 

is the second one, which mentions a national legislation related to refugees and an international 

organization that works for the protection of human rights. The source of both of these news items is 

IHA. Apart from these news items, international mechanisms that work for monitoring and 

protection of human rights are not mentioned in any of the news articles.  

 

Throughout the study, it is determined that a total of four news articles gave coverage to an 

international organization regarding the protection of human rights and only three institutions are 

mentioned.  

As the UNHCR expresses, in numerous societies’ women and girls face particular challenges and risks; 

and because of the gender roles and their status within the society, they do not have the rights, 

which men and boys have. In cases of displacement, these risks have more adverse effects on 
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women and girls, especially in relation to discrimination and gender-based violence.53 This analysis 

also applies to Syrian women, who have to leave their country due to the conflicts.54 Nonetheless 

there is almost no news about Syrian refugee women in the print media, which are monitored for the 

study.  

Among the monitored news articles, the only news article that can be said to consider gender 

equality from the rights-based point of view is the one that gives coverage to an interview with 

Nuriye Nehir, the manager of Gaziantep Bar Association Legal Assistance Office, published in 

Gaziantep Güneş on August 21, 2014. Marriages at a young age and the problem of co-wives are 

mentioned in the news article, which is given on the front page and continued on the seventh page; 

and it is expressed that the problems gone through in Gaziantep mostly strike women. However, it is 

written: “the women in Gaziantep react to Syrian women, not to their own husbands.” 

 

Non-Rights-Based Approaches: “Common Sense” as a Miracle Notion! 

Instead of the rights-based point of view, whose limited number of examples we have given above, 

the miracle notion, which is mostly quoted from the statements of senior officials and used in news 

articles in headlines and sub-headings in large font’s sizes, is “common sense”. Common sense is 

almost a panacea! Call for common sense prima facie seems like a positive approach. However in 

these news items, those, who have to use common sense, and those, who have to show tolerance, 

are actually the citizens of the Republic of Turkey. As it is, on the one hand Syrian refugees are 

thrown at the Turkish citizens’ sole discretion and on the other hand it is presented as that in the 

event that Turkish citizens use their common sense, the problems related to the rights to housing, 

employment, education, and health care of both Syrian refugees and local citizens would all be 

solved in a thrice. These news items, while ‘othering’ Syrian refugees by ignoring that they are 

rightful subjects, also ignores that the local people are deprived of fundamental human rights. 

Thereby, lynching attempts are also covered up. During the monitoring, it is determined that there 

are two news items in mainstream media – one in Hürriyet and one in Sabah - that used the words 

“common sense”; whereas in local press, Olay used the words in eights news items, Gaziantep Güneş 

used them in 13 and Gaziantep 27 used them in eight news items. As a result, a total of 31 news 

items used the words “common sense” in the foreground. However, together with calling for 

                                                           

53
 UNHCR, Women, Particular Challenges and Risks, available on the web site: 

<http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c1d9.html>. Last Date of Access: May 14, 2015. 
54

 UNHCR, Syrian refugee women fight for survival as they head families alone, News Stories, 8 July 2014, 
available on the web site: <http://www.unhcr.org/53bb77049.html>. Last Date of Access: May 14, 2015. 
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“common sense”, only two news articles point out to crime’s being an individual act and highlights 

the fact that a criminal act, committed by a person, should not be generalized to the whole society, 

which that person belongs in.  

Our first example on this topic is the news article headlined “A call for common sense against 

provocation”, which was published in Sabah newspaper on August 14, 2014. The news article, which 

is written on the lynching attempts after the landlord Hıdır Çalar was killed by his Syrian tenant, is 

published in large font sizes on the 17th page of the newspaper. Those, who summoned, are NGOs, 

business world and Gaziantep Governor Erdal Ata. After this news article, the word “guest” that has 

no place in international laws and human rights has begun to be used to indicate Syrian refugees.   

 

The news article headlined “300 thousand Syrians have arrived, emergency measures should be 

taken” was published on the 12th page of Hürriyet on August 16, 2014; the article quotes the call for 

“common sense” from the statement of Eyüp Bartık, the Chairman of Gaziantep Chamber of 

Commerce. Besides, the real reason of the tension is shown to be the soaring rents. Moreover, it is 

said that the claims that Syrian refugees have impact on reduction of wages and increase in 

unemployment are made, on purpose, to create a tension and that there actually are jobs enough for 

everyone in Gaziantep. Furthermore, it is expressed that the problems would be solved if everyone 

acts with discretion. In the news article it is also stated that 500 Syrians has started business in 

Gaziantep. However, it is a puzzling choice for only talking to the Chairman of Gaziantep Chamber of 

Commerce who calls for common sense, but not to any other person such as a member of a local 

labor union.  
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The local newspapers, on the other hand, headline the call for “common sense” quoting the officials’ 

speeches. The news article, which was published in Olay newspaper on the front and second pages, 

on August 14, 2014, actually reflects Governor Fatma Şahin’s call for common sense. Instead of the 

word “refugees”, the word “guest” appears in this article for the second time and with more 

emphasis.  

 

Gaziantep Güneş reports the call for “common sense” from a wider range. In addition to governor, 

mayor, members of the parliament, and the chairman of the chamber of commerce; opinions of two 

specialists are also reported. The emphasis of “joint message” is brought to the fore.  
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In its August 14, 2014 issue, Gaziantep 27 calls for “common sense” on the first and second pages by 

quoting from Gaziantep Governor Erdal Ata and Mayor Fatma Şahin. The information brought to the 

fore together with the calls for common sense is that the ‘security measures’ are tightened.  

 

There are few numbers of news articles that draw attention to a crime’s being an individual act and 

emphasizes that an event should not be generalized to all Syrians. However, these articles are also 

based on statements of senior officials. The news article published on the front page and continued 

on the fourth page of Olay on August 15, 2014 with the headline “State punishes it!” cites the 

statement of AKP Gaziantep Provincial Chairman, Ahmet Uzer.   

The same statement of AKP Gaziantep Provincial Chairman Ahmet Uzer also appears on the seventh 

page of Gaziantep Güneş on its August 15, 2014 issue with the headline “State inflicts punishment on 

the offenders!” In the news article about Hıdır Çalan’s murder, it is written: “Attributing the 

reflections of what happened to a society or to all Syrians is neither a conscientious nor a humane 

reaction.” Besides, using some terms in Arabic, the statement “As being ansar, they would continue 
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to approach our Syrian brothers and sister, who are muhajir here, hospitably” is also cited in the 

article. The word “ansar” originates from Arabic and it means ‘helpers’, ‘guardians’. The concept also 

denotes “people from Madina who helped Prophet Muhammed during his migration”, from the 

historical and religious perspective. “Muhajir”, on the other hand, means ‘immigrant’. Although this 

term is typically used for Balkan immigrants, it is also used in the meaning of “those immigrated from 

Makkah to Madina out of deference to Prophet Muhammed”. In this article too, instead of using 

internationally accepted fundamental arguments on human rights, religious concepts or words like 

“hospitality” are continued to be used.  

Stereotypes, biased and discriminatory discourse in opinion columns and news articles 

In print media, in addition to lacking rights-based point of view, the opinion columns and news 

articles about Syrian refugees commonly use stereotypes, biased and discriminatory discourse. The 

first example that contains stereotypes at the forefront is Yılmaz Özdil’s opinion column headlined 

“2010 Date Plums 2014 Scratch” on Hürriyet newspaper dated August 14, 2014. The article is based 

on the criticism of public meeting speech made by then-Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Edoğan in 

Gaziantep. The government’s Syria policy and, relatedly, Syrian refugee policy are criticized in the 

article. However, the title is a typical example of a stereotype: with the word “Arab” comes along the 

word “date plums”. Besides, the act of ‘scratching’ used in the title associates “Arabs” with 

“aggression”.  

 

Different forms of dehumanization and biased and discriminatory discourse are seen in opinion 

columns of local press as well. The opinion column written by Tayfun Katırcı in Olay newspaper’s 
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August 13, 2014 issue contains biased and discriminatory discourse. In his column, Tayfun Katırcı 

claims that the Syrian, who was “pitied”, stabbed his “pitiful” landlord to death. The act of “pitying” 

in this article is a natural result of not seeing Syrians as rightful subjects; refugees are only to be 

pitied. The article is not limited with these allegations; the author also complains that “everywhere in 

Gaziantep is packed with signs in Arabic” and that there are more Syrians than Gaziantep residents in 

the bazaar; on top of that both the government and UN help Syrians. These expressions are typical 

examples of xenophobia. He writes that rich Syrians go into partnerships in factories, and they do not 

even pay tax because they have Syrian license plates on their cars. What is “Gaziantep, the land of 

martyrs and veteran” coming to? By connecting Syrian refugees’ seeking asylum in Gaziantep to 

martyrs and veterans is an extremely threatening wording. As it is, Gaziantep is made to look like a 

place, which is almost invaded by Syrian refugees and has to be liberated.  Besides, towards the end 

of the article, it is indicated that “there can be a Syrian civil war in Gaziantep” and “those murderous 

spirited Syrians in downtown of Gaziantep should be taken out of the city”. 

 

Another striking issue in news items and opinion columns is the use of stigmatizing expressions. 

Regardless of the context, it is possible to say that the reasons and results of stigmatization and 

discrimination are similar all over the world. Stigmatization takes place in cases where a group of 

people or some persons, who are identified with certain diseases, behaviors or practices, are 

devalued by others. Those, who are involved in a few unpleasant events, are often stigmatized in a 

way similar to discriminatory experiences. Both of these could be even worse for those groups, which 

are marginalized due to their genders, sexual orientations, ethnic origins and substance-use.55 When 

the topic is examined on the discourse level, Prof. Haydar Baş’s opinion column, which was also 

published in Olay, can be given as an example. In his article headlined “Out of Good Comes Evil”, he 

indicates that Syrians neither pay rent nor await for their turn in hospitals, and that they eat free of 

charge in restaurants, then Prof. Haydar Baş writes: “The local community is unemployed and hungry 

but Syrians are reaching a state of comfort day by day.” The main question in the article is this: “Is 

what these are doing humane?” As the article is a typical example of stigmatization, it continues with 

dehumanization discourse. With the expression “these”, the gap between ‘we’ and ‘they’ deepens.  

                                                           

55
 The Issue: Stigma & Discrimination, International Center for Research on Women (ICRW), 2015, available on 

the web site: <http://www.icrw.org/what-we-do/hiv-aids/stigma-discrimination>. Last Date of Access: May 14, 
2015. 
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After the sample opinion columns, the first example of biased and discriminatory discourse in news 

articles is the one published on the 38th page of Sabah on August 13, 2014. The news item is about 

the rescue operation performed by Coast Guard Teams just when the Syrian refugees were about to 

drown. However, the title of the article is “Refugee hunting on the Aegean and Mediterranean”.  

Here, refugees are shown as beings to be hunted and they are ‘othered’ by dehumanization.  

 

The other issue, which generates biased and discriminatory discourse in press, is to identify Syrian 

refugees with crime and local social problems. As a result of the study, 18 news items – three items 

in Sabah, five in Hürriyet, five in Olay, one in Gaziantep Güneş, and four in Gaziantep 27 – are 

determined to be about Syrians allegedly got involved in crimes. For example, a news article 

published on the third page of Sabah on August 14, 2014 ironically relays the “Syrian bag-snatcher” 

news. In the article, the Syrian bag-snatcher, who pulled a woman to the floor as she did not let her 

bag go during the snatching, said “I was exercising and her bag caught onto my arm” in the court. 

This sentence is brought to the fore. Rather than reporting, the headline approached the matter in a 

sardonic tone. Besides Syrians were paired with bag-snatching.  
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On the other hand, the news item published on the 20th page of Hürriyet on August 18, 2014 reports 

the fight broke out in the camp near Mardin, where Syrian refugees are brought on the grounds that 

they were involved in crimes in Konya and Gaziantep. According to the newspaper, 300 Syrians are 

already perpetrators and they committed crime here as well.  

 

On their August 22, 2015 issues, both Hürriyet and Sabah report that three Syrians were shot to 

death in the apartment they rented in Hatay. Just a day later, on its August 23, 2014 issue, Hürriyet 

brought the allegations of prostitution to the fore in relation to the mentioned news about the 

murder of three Syrians. In this news item, Syrians are again paired with murder and prostitution. 

The next day, right after the murder, newspapers relate murders to prostitution allegations. 
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Hürriyet’s news article dated August 21, 2014, on the other hand, is published with the title “Syrian 

attempted rape”. The article contains the allegations that a 14-year old Syrian raped an eight-year 

old boy in İskenderun district of Hatay. The names were not given since both of them are children. 

However while indicating that the sex of eight year old, who was allegedly raped, is male; the sex of 

the aggressor is not written but only that he is a Syrian is asserted. In this news article too, Syrians 

are at the center of a lynching, but this time they are the subjects of a news article together with the 

crime of rape.  

 

Gaziantep 27 relayed the murder of Hıdır Çalan, who was a landlord in Gaziantep and was killed by 

his tenant, on the front page on August 13, 2014 in large font sizes with the headline “THEY 

MURDERED THE LANDLORD”; the story continued on the second page. The use of third person plural 

“THEY” in the title gives the impression that there are more than one Syrians involved in the crime 

and thereby actually targets all ‘Syrians’. Additionally, the news is reported exaggeratedly and the 

expression “the landlord was stabbed in 40 times” is written.  
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The killing of Hıdır Çalan is relayed in Gaziantep Güneş on the front page on August 13, 2014 with the 

headline “Our Fears Came True”, by saying “Despite all the warnings of the authorities, Syrian 

violence showed itself again.” In this way, the article forges a continuous link between Syrians and 

violence.   
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In the news article published on the front and sixth pages of Olay in August 2014, the headline 

“Syrian Tension in Gaziantep Does Not End” is written in large font sizes and the expression “Trouble 

Again” is also written.  

 

Another form of ‘othering’ towards Syrians is to make Syrian refugees responsible for the social 

problems in Gaziantep. This is done by giving coverage to the discourse of local people in Gaziantep 

via vox populi (man-on-the-street interviews) and by trying to justify the discourse that the crux of 

social problems is Syrian refugees. A total of eight items taking Syrian refugees as the crux of social 

problems are at the mainstream media: in Sabah newspaper there are two news items related Syrian 

refugees to social tensions; in Hürriyet, on the other hand, there are three news items related them 

to social tensions, one to soaring rents, and four to problems in labor and employment. The situation 

is worse in local press. In Olay, Syrian refugees are shown to be the source of the social tensions in 

nine news items. Whereas in Gaziantep Güneş, Syrian refugees are shown to be the crux of social 

tensions in 12 news items, of soaring rents in four, and of problems related to labor and employment 

in two news items. So a total of 18 news items point Syrian refugees as the crux of the problems. In 

Gaziantep 27, 11 news items about social tensions, two items about soaring rents, and five items 

about labor and employment present Syrian refugees as the crux of the problems. Therefore a total 

of 55 news items relate Syrian refugees to social problems.  
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While relating social tensions to Syrians in the news item on August 16, 2014, Hürriyet indicates that 

the Syrian offenders would be deported.  

 

In the news article published on the seventh page of Gaziantep 27 on August 19, 2014, just under the 

headline “Rents cost an arm and a leg”, the statement “The citizens and real estate agents say that 

the rents have soared since Syrian refugees arrived in the city, hence the tension stems from this fact” 

is written and it is expressed that the cost of living is getting harder.  
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In another news article published on the second page of Gaziantep 27 on August 20, 2014, under the 

title “The refugee beggars tucker us out,” it is complained about too many Syrian refugees allegedly 

begging in the city; and thereby another social problem is related to refugees once again.  

 

In the news article headlined “The main reason of the tension is HOUSES FOR RENT”, which was given 

a full-page coverage on August 19, 2014, Gazinatep Güneş identifies the reason of soaring rents with 

the arrival of Syrians.  

 

In the special news published on the front page and continued on the seventh page of Gaziantep 27 

on August 20, 2014, “Is this Antep or Syria?” is headlined. In the article, all kinds of social problems 

from soaring rents, to unemployment, Syrians’ not paying any taxes, increase in prices and security 

are linked to Syrian refugees’ arrival in the city.  
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- Security-Oriented Point of View  

Another conspicuous subject, which is discussed both in mainstream and local media, is security. 

With regards to news in the media, Syrians are explicitly seen as a security problem. Nevertheless, a 

point of view based on the human dimension of security related to the problems of housing, 

employment, education, and health care that are of particular concern to both Syrian refugees and 

local people is out of question.  

In international human rights law and treaties, human rights are framed from an ‘episodic’ approach. 

Within the scope of this approach, human rights law embodies the relationship between the violator 

of human rights and the ones whose rights are violated. However, the process, which is related to 

fundamental human rights and especially related to refugees that are one of the most vulnerable 

groups, is a dynamic process often unforeseen and extends over time. Moreover, it takes place 

within a specific social framework. Hence, the process related to human rights in general and 

specifically to rights of refugees, requires understanding of current context. Therefore, it is almost a 

requirement today to approach the problems of human rights and freedoms from a wider 

perspective. When looked from this angle, the concept of ‘human security’ and approaches 

presented from the framework of this concept might help us in understanding and solving the 

problems related to human rights and freedom, and specifically the refugees’ problems of human 

rights and freedoms, from a wider framework. The concept of human security, although it has its 

origins in the past and even in the introductory part of UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is 

first discussed comprehensively in UN Development Programme’s (UNDP) Human Development 

Report in 1994  

UNDP Human Development Report 1994 defines human security as “freedom from fear” and, in 

relation to the processes of human development, as “freedom from want”. In parallel with these, 

human security is considered under seven titles: Economic security, food security, health security, 

environmental security, personal security, community security, and political security.56 In short, 

economic security means guaranteeing basic means of living, with which individuals can maintain 

their lives; food security means that all people have both physical and economical access to basic 

food; health security means prophylaxis, i.e. prevention of diseases and unhealthy living conditions; 

environmental security means preventing ecocide; personal security means protection of an 

individual from physical violence of the state, non-state actors or other people; community security 

means the prevention of ethnic violence and loss of cultural identity; and political security means 

benefiting from human rights completely.57 Human security approach is also adopted for 

understanding and solving ever-increasing problems of refugees.58 It is possible to define this 
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approach as humanization of security, in short. Besides, the concept of human security is not limited 

to the aforementioned titles that we have shortly defined. It has taken on multi-dimensions like 

protection, gender equality, and accountability of the state.59 

On the other hand, conventional security reduces security to militarized or policing sense of security 

and limits security as “national or homeland security” and “public security”. It is obvious that in print 

press, the news articles on precautions taken against Syrian refugees are presented from the 

conventional security rather than human security point of view. 27 news articles, which are analyzed 

in regard of the precautions taken during the events that broke after the landlord in Gaziantep was 

killed by the Syrian tenant, report about the conventional security measures. 13 opinion columns out 

of 33 are written from the conventional security perspective. As it is, refugees in general and Syrian 

refugees in particular are seen as security problems and once more they are ‘othered’.  

 

It is possible to see the conventional security approach not only in news contents but also on visuals 

as well. The news article, which is published on the 20th page of Hürriyet on August 23, 2014, reports 

the meeting in Ankara that is especially declared to be about Syrian refugees. The choice of 

photography for this article is really noteworthy. It overshadows the title and content of the news 

article, and presents a threatening image. Names and titles of those in the photography are: On the 

upper photograph from left to right are Hakan Fidan, Undersecretary of the National Intelligence 

Organization, Abdullah Atay, Commander of the Turkish Gendarmerie Forces, and İsmet Yıldız, 

Minister of National Defense. Just below them is the photograph of Beşir Atalay, Deputy Prime 

Minister and the Minister responsible of AFAD. Below that are Hulusi Akar, Commander of the 

Turkish Land Forces, and Yaşar Güler, Deputy Chief of the Turkish Armed Forces. All the names of the 

senior civil and military officials are written on the photographs. Aside from that, there are three 

senior generals and the undersecretary, who is responsible for intelligence, are on the photographs; 
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the fact that one of the ministers is the Minister of National Defense gives the impression that 

instead of the problems of Syrian refugees, there is a discussion about a military action! 

 

A visual, similar to the one we have presented above, is used, this time, on the 21st page of Sabah on 

August 24, 2014 with the title “Syrians’ crime rate is low”. The news article is a typical reflection of 

conventional security approach both visually and contextually. The visual, on the one hand, brings 

those responsible for security to the fore; and, on the other hand, pairs Syrians with crime.  

 

It is possible to see news items, similar to those given above, in local press too. The first example is 

the news item published on the front and third pages of Olay on August 15, 2014. In the middle of 

the visual is Gaziantep Governor Erdal Ata, in his left are Gaziantep Mayor Fatma Şahin and AFAD 

Provincial Director Sinan Atakan, and in his right are Provincial Gendarmerie Regiment Commander 

Colonel Adnan Arslan and Gaziantep Provincial Police Chief Ali Gezer. In the visual, senior officials, 

who are responsible for security, appear with civil authorities again. The content of the news is 
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parallel to the visual as well. From what is written in the article, it is understood that almost all the 

precautions taken related to Syrian refugees are policing precautions.  

 

Gaziantep Güneş published a photograph, similar to the one above, in the article on August 15, 2014 

on the full ninth page with the headline “Ata: It is not like as exaggeratedly presented”. The news 

item mentions about the policing security measures taken.   

 

The same visual is given with the headline “A LINE IS DRAWN IN THE SAND” above the fold in large 

font sizes in Gaziantep 27 newspaper’s August 15, 2014 issue. In the photograph, those, who are 

responsible for the security, appear again with civil authorities. The subjects that are brought to the 

fore in the article are directly about policing security measures. The news article quotes Governor 

Ata: “Syrians involved in crime and disturb the public peace are not allowed to make any scene. I wish 

that none of our citizens support and help those persons and groups, who want to lead them off, on 

the pretext of different incidents and isolated events, by causing public indignation in a way to break 

the peace.” At the end of the article, although lynching attempts towards Syrians are not approved, 

the reason indicated for that disapproval is “public order”! 
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This conventional form of security comes with conspiracy theories. The news article published on the 

front page of Olay on August 18, 2014 asks: “Does Assad stir up trouble in Gaziantep?”; and then it is 

written: “It is brought forward that the driving force behind the events in Gaziantep is the Assad 

supporters.” 

 

The conventional form of security manifests itself not only in state-led reports but also in news 

articles about NGOs. The news article titled “The Call For Common Sense” published in the August 

21, 2014 issue of Gaziantep Güneş is a solid example to that kind of news. The news article gives a 

wide coverage to the statement of NGOs. The statement is read by İsmail Bono, Chairperson of the 

Gaziantep Division of Religious Vocational High Schools Alumni Association. According to the 

statement, “It is a fact that there are some spies that come to our country and break the peace by the 
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order of Assad.” According to the news article, there are provocateurs that want to benefit from the 

unrest and among these provocateurs are also spies that serve under Assad. “Among our people are 

some bottom feeders that exploit the incidents. These bottom feeders broke our inner peace by 

sweating our Syrian brothers and sisters and paying them very low wages. Besides these local bottom 

feeders, there are foreign bottom feeders, who go into the effort of weakening our country on the 

excuse of our Syrian siblings, as we have experienced during the Gezi Events.” Hereby Gezi Events also 

got drawn into these discussions and it is implied that we are in both national and international plot.  

 

Similar to news article, there are instances of conspiracy theories and conventional security approach 

in opinion columns as well. The opinion column published on the front page of Gaziantep 27 on 

August 18, 2014 is a typical example. The column is written by the writer Ökkeş Özekşi, who is also 

the owner of the newspaper. In his article titled “When will we wake up?” under the subtitle “Alarm 

Bells Are Ringing”, Ökkeş Özekşi writes about Gaziantep “Secret agents and spies abound in this city; 

and from the reactions in some neighborhoods can we read that some of those, who are open to 

provocation, are prodded into action” in bold. He cites an anonymous person – at the end of the 

article, it is understood that that person came to Gaziantep from Aleppo and sometime later he left 

Gaziantep, and Turkey even – “Assad agents abound in the city.” 



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September – December 2014 

 

103 

 

 

In İbrahim Özbakır’s opinion column titled “The Problem of Asylum Seekers” published in Gaziantep 

Güneş on August 19, 2014, Syrians are held responsible for the growing unemployment and soaring 

rents. According to the article, that situation lashed people into a fury; and people hit the streets as a 

result of some ‘provocations’.  Just at his exact moment, he suddenly starts to talk about Gezi Events 

and writes: “At this point, we should not let a group of power elites to cause civil disorder by 

exploiting some sensitivity of the citizens, just like it happened during Gezi events.” To sum up, the 

events in Gaziantep – and Gezi Park protests as well – are the works of “a group of power elites”.   

 

In the August 22, 2014 issue of Olay newspaper, the opinion column titled “Games Played in 

Gaziantep and in the Region” written by Ali İhsan Türkyiğit is another typical example of conventional 

security approach, on the one hand, and example of biased discourses, on the other. To start with, 

the fact that those, who speak Arabic in and around Mardin and Hatay, is related to their being 

Nusayris – i.e. Arabic Alevis – and at the same time to their being close to Assad regime and to Al-

Mukhabarat, the intelligence organization of Assad. A complicated discussion on security is 

presented and conspiracy theories are generated in the article.  
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- Social Production of News and ‘Othering’ Role of the Media  

70 out of 177 news items monitored in print media give references to political agents – such as the 

President of the Republic, Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, Gaziantep Governor, Gaziantep 

Metropolitan Municipality Mayor, Gaziantep Provincial Police Chief, District Governor, Gaziantep 

provincial representatives of political parties including the governing party, and members of the 

Parliament – and prominent people in Gaziantep business world and also important people closely 

associated with the business world, such as the Chairperson of the Chamber of Commerce. However, 

what Syrians feel under these adverse events appeared in only three news articles. Yet, one out of 

these three news articles is based on the statement of an ordinary Syrian refugee, and that person is 

a Turkmen. The sources of the other two news articles are senior officials of Syrian opposition and 

both of these news articles present pro-government statements.  

 

On the other hand, there are three news items based on famous people, who are not political 

entities, high state officials or representatives of any trade association.  Two of these news articles 

are based on interviews with Author Ahmet Ümit and the other is based on the interview with 

journalist Fatih Altaylı. All three news items are published in Gaziantep Güneş. Non-government 

organizations appear in only 15 news items. Three of these news articles are humanitarian aid news. 

11 news articles are based on press statements of NGOs; three of these are published in Gaziantep 

27, three are published in Gaziantep Güneş, and five items are published in Olay. As we have given 

examples above, only six of these news items are press statements of rights-based NGOs. In none of 

the news articles, NGOs and especially rights-based NGOs working for the human rights of refugees 

are consulted. In only one news article, the expert opinions have appeared; and that article was 

published in Gaziantep Güneş. While all are negative, only eight items are based on ordinary citizens.  

40% 

60% 
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This state of print press is compatible with the concepts of ‘primary definer’ and ‘secondary definer’ 

developed by Stuart Hall, Chas Critcher, Tony Jefferson, John Clarke, and Brian Roberts within the 

scope of critical media theories. According to these theories, primary definers are higher status 

people, who are consulted, and, whose opinions are asked in controversial cases. Secondary definers, 

on the other hand, are the media that re-generate the news, which are framed by primary definers; 

that is to say the media, which base the news on mentioned higher status people, are the secondary 

definers. Media, thereby, re-generates the dominant ideology.60  A similar interpretation is made by 

Majid KhosraviNik through the concept of ‘symbolic elites’ with reference to Teun A. van Dijk. 

Politicians, journalists, pundits, writers, directors, and policymakers of media on the international 

level, who access and maintain the control over mass media as symbolic elites, re-generate and re-

create hegemonic stories.61 Below are some examples to these concepts.  

The first example of these concepts is the news item published on the 14th page of Sabah on August 

23, 2014, in which the Deputy Prime Minister and the minister responsible of AFAD, Beşir Atalay’s 

statement “We are the third country who contributes the most for Syria,” has appeared. The news is 

given with reference to one of the most authoritative and top senior politicians.  
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In the news item, which is given a wide coverage on the front page and continued on the second 

page of Gaziantep 27 published on August 15, 2014, prominent names of the business and political 

world appears.  

 

The sources of the news article, which is published on the eighth page of Gaziantep Güneş published 

on August 14, 2014, are prominent political people and the source of the article on the ninth page is 

the Chairperson of Gaziantep Chamber of Commerce.  

 

An article, which was published on the front-page of the August 20, 2014 issue of Gaziantep 27, is 

really an interesting example both for giving coverage to the statement of a senior executive and for 

the discrepancy between the title of the news and the content of the news. The article is based on 

the statement, which is made by the President of Religious Affairs, Prof. Mehmet Görmez, about 
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Syrian refugees. Actually, the statement given by the President of Religious Affairs is about refugee 

children’s right to education. However, the headline is written: “Religious Affairs’ Criticism of 

Syrians”. However, within the body of the article it is said that Mehmet Görmez, rather than 

criticizing Syrians, criticizes the deficiencies of the organizations for Syrian refugees; and he says “6 

million children were deprived of their rights to education.” 

 

The news article published on the seventh page of Olay on August 15, 2014 is based on the 

statements of Cahit Nakıpoğlu, who is one of the most prominent businessmen of Gaziantep and also 

the Board Chairperson of the Gaziantep Organized Industrial Zone:  

 

The news articles, which were published on August 21, 2014 issues of both Olay and Gaziantep 

Güneş newspapers, were about the Gaziantep Şahinbey District Governor’s visit of Gaziantep 

Journalists Association in connection with Syrian refugees and the events in Gaziantep. News was 

given on the front pages of both newspapers. While Gaziantep Güneş published the article with the 
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headline “What Has to Be Done Is Done”, Olay’s headline was “THEY ARE GRATEFUL TO US”. “They” 

in this title is Syrian refugees. Both primary and secondary definers are together in the news item! 

 

Similarly news, in which both primary and secondary definers appear side by side, is reflected on the 

August 22, 2014 issues of Olay and Gaziantep Güneş. The news is about the statements of Gassan 

Hitto, who is the President of Syrian Business Forum and also the Interim Prime Minister. The news is 

published on the front and second pages of Olay; and on the front and third pages of Gaziantep 

Güneş. The title brought to the fore is “WE ARE GRATEFUL”.  

 

Another example in which media re-generates the dominant ideology is the opinion column titled 

“Syrian Tension and Call for Common Sense”, which is written by Tayfun Katırcı  and published in Olay 

on August 14, 2014. The writer starts his article with the sentence: “Gaziantep residents should really 

act with discretion over these events” and gives coverage to Gaziantep Governor Erdal Ata and 

Gaziantep Municipality Mayor Fatma Şahin’s calls for common sense. However, as we have 

mentioned above the same writer wrote, “those murderous spirited Syrians in downtown of 

Gaziantep should be taken out of the city,” on the same newspaper under the same column just a 

day before.  
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Conclusion and Evaluation 

The findings of this study, in which limited number of mainstream newspapers and mostly the print 

press in Gaziantep are monitored about Syrian refugees, are in parallel to the extremely limited 

number of research on the subject. Actually there are a great number of researches conducted on 

the representation of minorities, immigrants, LGBTI individuals on the media, especially in the 

European region.  A considerable part of these researches are based on Socio-Cognitive Approach of 

Teun A. van Dijk and Discourse-Historical Approach of Ruth Wodak. These researches study the racist 

and xenophobic discourse in different contexts and focus on ethnic minorities, asylum seekers and 

refugees. 62 However there are an extremely limited number of researches, which study the periods 

of mass migration such as Syrian refugees. An important part of these researches are conducted by 

Majid KhosraviNik. One of the best examples on this subject is the research, which Majid KhosraviNik 

conducted in 1999, on the British media related to Kosovar refugees’ mass migration to United 

Kingdom from Kosovo, during the conflicts in the Balkans, in former Yugoslavia.63 This period is also 

the period that European countries invented ‘temporary protection’, which the Republic of Turkey 

provides for Syrian refugees now!  

In the study conducted by Majid KhosraviNik, liberal quality newspapers The Guardian and The 

Observer; conservative quality newspapers The Times and The Sunday Times; tabloid newspapers The 

Daily Mail and The Mail on Sunday are studied. Majid KhosraviNik’s findings are extremely 

interesting. In the early stages of his study, scan was done by the key word ‘refugee’. When the word 

‘refugee’ was scanned in line with the general macro-structure at work, the result was positive. 

Refugees’ ordeal was mentioned, the point of view of those, who fled due to war, was given and a 

humane approach was presented. There was a general sympathy towards refugees, who fled the 

war. With some exceptions, when the word ‘refugee’ was scanned at the micro-language level the 

general outlook was also positive. However, Majid KhosraviNik indicates that the attribution of 

‘positive’ is actually a problematic concept. For example, at the first stage, those discourses of 
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‘humanitarianism’, ‘responsibility’, ‘ethic value’, which look like positive or not negative, could also 

be classificatory or exclusionary. Although these types of concepts are not negative discourses, they 

could perpetuate an ‘us’ versus ‘them’ difference. 64  

However, within the scope of the same study, when he conducted his research with the key words 

‘asylum seeker’ and ‘immigrant’ during the general elections in May 2005, the situation changed. 

Exodus and increase in numbers were imparted using a negative discourse. Immigrants and asylum 

seekers were mentioned together with many negative actions. ‘They’ were reduced to numbers and 

mass migrations; thereby the discrimination between ‘we’ and ‘they’ became more evident. When 

viewed from this aspect, de-humanization of asylum seekers and immigrants was accompanied with 

expressions like ‘huge numbers’, ‘in very high rates’, ‘many’, ‘uncontrollable numbers’, ‘unlimited 

numbers’; and realized through concepts such as ‘numbers’, ‘newcomers’, and ‘entrants’.65 

As we have presented some examples above, a similar situation is seen in both mainstream media 

and in local press in Gaziantep. By and large, Syrians are reflected as our ‘guests’, ‘brothers’ or 

‘sisters’, and the attitude towards Syrians looks positive. In case of some unwanted events, it is 

advised to approach Syrians with “common sense”, “discretion”, “patience”, and “tolerance”. As a 

result, those types of discourses that look positive at the first stage perpetuate the difference 

between ‘we’ and ‘they’. Finally those discourses lacking rights-based approach start to mention 

Syrian refugees with their increasing numbers. The numbers are mentioned in relation to Syrian 

refugees all time. Syrian refugees are mentioned with negative events like murder, prostitution, and 

beggary; and they are held responsible for the soaring rents and growing unemployment. Specific to 

Gaziantep, on the other hand, one of the most important problems of the city is that there is no 

‘security’ left in the city where “spies abound in”. The main reason for these forms of de-

humanization, as we insistently emphasize above, is not seeing Syrian refugees as rightful subjects.  

Syrian refugees are, once for all, guests with no legal status. Actually the word “guest” is the magic 

word the government invented during the initial stages of Syrian refugee outflow to Turkey, like the 

other words such as “common sense”, “tolerance”, and “patience”. In this way discourse tries to 

place itself within a context. After all “Turkish people are hospitable!” and “Muslims are tolerant!”. 

Actually the message behind the status of ‘being guest’, is that Syrian refugees are temporary in the 

country. Using this word, it is said: “Don’t worry, they will go!” However, at the very moment, when 

their stay is understood to be permanent, then the situation changes. They, then, started to be seen 

as the main source of all the problems and all evil. In this respect, media, as the secondary source, re-

generates the dominant ideology by using the discourse of the power, which is the primary source. In 

addition to these, by the news generated based on the statements of the citizens, complaints and the 

difficulties of the citizens are brought forward; and the discrimination between ‘we’ and ‘they’ 

appears as ‘Citizens of the Republic of Turkey’ and ‘Syrians’, who are naturally non-citizens, 

respectively. 
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