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MONITORING HATE SPEECH IN THE MEDIA 

In Turkey, we frequently witness the use of biased, prejudiced and discriminatory language in the 

media. The provocative, racist and discriminatory language used by the media – in particular in the 

headlines and news headings – becomes an instrument that entrenches stereotypes and fuels 

feelings of hostility and discrimination in society. Despite the fact that there are universal and 

national principles of journalism and that some media organizations have even issued their own code 

of ethics, many journalistic end products happen to violate these principles. The use of such language 

entrenches unrest in society as well as a widespread prejudice against vulnerable groups. Targeted 

individuals and groups become restless and silent and are forced to renounce their rights to 

participate in social and political life, something that a sine qua non for democracy. Such provocative 

and stigmatizing use of language can sometimes result in attacks on the members or gathering places 

of marginalized and antagonized groups. 

At the core of hate speech lie prejudice, racism, xenophobia, partiality, discrimination, sexism and 

homophobia. Factors such as cultural identities as well as group characteristics influence the use of 

hate speech; yet certain circumstances such as rising nationalism or intolerance towards what is 

different further increases the frequency of the use hate speech as well as its impact. 

Due to various reasons, Turkey has recently been witnessing polarization between various sections of 

society; thus intolerance towards difference, the “other”, is becoming increasingly more widespread. 

The decades-long conflicts in Southeast Anatolia, the sudden demographic change in Turkey caused 

by the forced displacement of people due to the conflict, as well as economic, social and cultural 

conflicts have all played a role in the escalation of tension between communities. On the other hand, 

presenting democratization efforts such as the initiatives regarding minority rights and inter-religious 

dialogue, as well as the discussions surrounding the Cyprus question as “foreign powers” plots aimed 

at Turkey” also nurture polarization and enmity. Furthermore, the developments in the Middle East, 

discussions around Kurdish and Armenian questions and peace process currently on the agenda 

causes those people and institutions who have ideas to resolve these issues to be targeted and 

certain ethnic groups to be portrayed as enemies. Such discourse, generated by particular 

publications with opposite standpoints, sets the ground for a conflictual atmosphere. Finally, the way 

the Taksim Gezi Park protests were covered in newspapers was important, as it revealed how media 

can intensify polarization in society. 

As a result of the frequent use of discriminatory language by the media, the manifestation of hostile 

perceptions and attitudes towards different groups and individuals, who are known or assumed 

members of such groups, has become an important and ever-growing problem in Turkey. Even 

opinion leaders such as government officials, opposition leaders and public servants have no qualms 

when it comes to using such racist and discriminatory language. As is well known, the frequent 

allegation by the government officials that the Taksim Gezi Park protests were organized by foreign 

powers and the “interest rate lobby” caused certain groups, in particular Jews, to be targeted. 

The media (press-broadcast), often dubbed the fourth estate, is one of the most effective cultural 
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conductors. Therefore, as much as it has the power to highlight diversity and difference, it can also 

be extremely leading and instrumental in spreading and banalizing a conflict. If the media behaves 

irresponsibly and carelessly, it can very easily trigger, foster and strengthen racism and hatred 

between people, and worst of all, it can legitimize such attitudes by justifying them. 

For many years, the media in Turkey has been one of the active sources of nationalist and 

discriminatory discourse. Such journalistic practices substantially contribute to polarization in 

society. When we study some of the hate crimes that took place in recent years, it becomes easier to 

understand the impact of the media. Yasin Hayal, who is on trial as the instigator of the Hrant Dink 

murder, said in his statement that, “He did not know Hrant Dink personally, but had read in 

newspapers that he was an enemy of the Turks.” The person who is accused of attacking the priest of 

the Church of St. Sophia in Izmir in December 2007 stated that he did the attack to become a hero 

like Ogün Samast. One of the main objectives of the Hrant Dink Foundation, which was founded after 

the murder of Hrant Dink for the purpose of carrying on his dreams, ideals and struggle, is to 

contribute to ending the polarization and enmity in society. 

 

MONITORING HATE SPEECH IN NATIONAL                                                    
AND LOCAL NEWSPAPERS   IN TURKEY 

 

Aim and scope of the study 

The overarching aim of the study ‘Media Watch on Hate Speech’ is to contribute to combating 

racism, discrimination and intolerance in Turkey. Taking into account the importance of civilian 

oversight on the media as one of the instruments for producing and reproducing racism, 

discrimination and othering, the specific goal of this study is to strengthen newspapers’ respect for 

human rights and differences, draw attention to discriminatory language and hate speech targeted 

towards people and groups about their certain identity characteristics and thereby raise awareness. 

In the long run, the study aims to support non-governmental organizations in combating hate 

speech, enhancing media watch skills, and working together systematically to ensure that the media 

respects social and cultural diversity and upholds equality in its language and methods. 

Within the framework of the “Media Watch on Hate Speech”, the study via which the Foundation 

carries out in order to achieve those goals, the national and local press are scanned, news and 

opinion columns that feature discriminatory, alienating and target-making discourse are identified, 

analyzed and brought to public attention through reports and the website www.nefretsoylemi.org. 

The content provided on the project website is also shared through Facebook1 and Twitter2. The 

                                                           

1
 https://www.facebook.com/medyadanefretsoylemi 

http://www.nefretsoylemi.org/
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report is sent to non-governmental organizations, media organizations, journalism-related 

professional organizations, and also published on our website. 

Apart from monitoring newspapers, the project aims to raise awareness about hate speech by 

organizing research meetings, conferences, seminars and trainings with NGO representatives, jurists, 

academics, professional organizations, and journalists. In this context, international panel discussions 

are held and meetings on hate speech are organized at universities to facilitate the discussion of 

project findings in order to inform people about the concept of “hate speech”, to provide 

opportunities for discussion of possible ways and methods of countering discriminatory and racist 

discourse, and to encourage the use of a more conscious and respectful language when discussing 

human rights issues and minorities in the media.  

Furthermore, initiatives include cooperation with others for the development of lectures on hate 

speech, and theses and dissertations that study hate speech. In the year of 2012, in close 

cooperation with academics and representatives of non-governmental organizations, we prepared a 

draft of a one-semester syllabus named “Discrimination, Hate Speech and Media” and shared it 

with academics. Currently, in line of the feedback from those academics, we are working towards 

improving the content of the syllabus and for its application in universities. 

In parallel with the curriculum studies, a multi-authored book that serves as a supplementary source 

for the syllabus and as an introductory source for the general reader, “Media and Hate Speech: 

Concepts, Outlets, Discussions”3, was published in December 2013. The book was edited by Mahmut 

Çınar from Bahçeşehir University, Faculty of Communication, published with a preface by Professor 

Fuat Keyman from Istanbul Policy Center and has the potential to be a reference work in this field. 

Methodology 

Within the scope of the media monitoring work focusing on hate speech, all national newspapers 

and approximately 500 local newspapers are scanned based on pre-determined keywords (e.g. 

collaborator, enemy of the Turks, separatist, etc.) via the media monitoring center. 

While the main focus has been on hate speech based on national, ethnic and religious identity, sexist 

and homophobic discourse are also examined within the scope of the monitoring work. In this study, 

we mainly used the critical discourse analysis methodology, as well as other associated techniques, 

commonly used in media studies. In line with the characteristics of news pieces, textual and 

iconographic (pertaining to photographs, pictures and other illustrations) context analyses were 

carried out. In order to determine specific indicators for the content and discourse of the news, first, 

we conducted quantitative analyses of where (in which newspapers), how and through which 

sources hate speech was manifested and generated most and who were the targets of it. 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

2
 https://twitter.com/NefretSoylemi 

3
 http://www.hrantdink.org/?Publications=7&id=902&Lang= 
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We based our definition of hate speech on the 1997 Recommendation on hate speech accepted by 

the Committee of the Ministers of the Council of Europe. Hate speech, as defined by the Council of 

Europe, “covers all forms of expression which spread, incite, promote or justify racial hatred, 

xenophobia, anti-Semitism or other forms of hatred based on intolerance, including: intolerance 

expressed by aggressive nationalism and ethnocentrism, discrimination and hostility against 

minorities, migrants and people of immigrant origin.” 

In accordance with the purpose and scope explained above, news articles identified as featuring hate 

speech are divided into categories based on qualitative characteristics of the adopted discourse. 

Based on previously conducted international scientific studies, and in consideration of the country- 

specific lingual and cultural differences, hateful discourse has categories as follows: 

1) Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion: Any discourse that features negative generalization, 

distortion, exaggeration or negative attribution targeting a community as a whole, based on a 

specific individual or event (e.g. “Turkey is drowned into the sound of [church] bells!”). 

2) Blasphemy / Insult / Degradation: Any discourse that contains direct swearing, insult or 

denigration about a community (e.g. use of words such as ‘treacherous’, ‘dog’, ‘mud-blood’, etc.). 

3) Enmity / War Discourse: Any discourse that includes hostile, war-mongering expressions about a 

community (e.g. The Cruelty of Gavur4) 

4) Use of inherent identity as an element of hate or humiliation / Symbolization: Any discourse that 

uses various aspects of one’s natural identity as an element of hate, humiliation or symbolization 

(e.g. use of phrases with negative connotations such as “your mother is Armenian any way” or “is 

your surname Davutoğlu or Davutyan?”). 

 

DISCRIMINATORY DISCOURSE THEMATIC SUBJECTS 

As of 2013, discriminatory discourse reports have been added to the periodical reports on hate 

speech covering a period of four months. Focusing on a certain theme within a four-month period, a 

specific research method is determined and a discriminatory discourse analysis is performed. The 

aim of these analyses is to uncover pieces of discourse that are formulated in a relatively implicit 

manner and that covertly convey discriminatory or alienating messages. 

In 2013, the first media study on discriminatory discourse for the January-April period covered the 

examination of discourse constructed around the Black Sea visit of the People’s Democratic 

                                                           

4
The word “gavur” is used in order to insult non-Muslim believers. Even though its basic meaning is “non-

believer” according to dictionaries, it is always used as an offensive way of addressing non-Muslims in the 
context of Turkey.  
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Congress (HDK) members and deputies from the Peace and Democracy Party (BDP). For that study, 

all news stories and opinion columns, between February 15 and 28, 2013 covering this event in Bizim 

Karadeniz, Taka, Cumhuriyet, Hürriyet, Sabah, and Zaman newspapers were analyzed5. 

For the second report of 2013, all news articles and opinion columns published during the first week 

of the Gezi Park events in June 1-7, 2013 in Habertürk, Hürriyet, Özgür Gündem, Radikal, Sabah, 

Sözcü, Taraf, Yeni Şafak, and Zaman dailies monitored and analyzed using content analysis and 

discourse analysis methods6. 

For the September-December 2013 period, Alevism was chosen to be the subject matter due to the 

high number of references made to it in the media as part of the current affairs. In relation to the 

subject Birgün, Habertürk, Hürriyet, Milliyet, Özgür Gündem, Star, Sözcü, Yeni Şafak, Yurt, and 

Zaman dailies were monitored7. 

For the first period of 2014, the subject matter of the discriminatory discourse file was determined to 

be the April 24, which is the 1915 Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day. Taking this date as the 

baseline, all the news articles and columns published between April 22 and 26, 2014 in 8 newspapers 

including Aydınlık, Birgün, Habertürk, Hürriyet, Radikal, Sabah, Türkiye and Zaman were monitored 

and analyzed.  

In the Discriminatory Discourse File of this report covering the May-August 2014 period, we have 

examined how discriminatory discourse towards the Jewish identity is generated by Turkish press in 

relation to the operation launched by Israel against Gaza in July. Accordingly the newspapers Zaman, 

Posta, Hürriyet, Sözcü, and Sabah, published between July 8 and 22, 2014 were monitored and 

analyzed. The method used in this study as well as the findings can be found in the second part of 

this report, titled “Discriminatory Discourse in Print Media”.  

  

 

  

                                                           

5
 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/Ocak-Nisan-2013-NS-Rapor-Final.pdf 

6
 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/mayis-agustos-rapor-final.pdf 

7
 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/Eylul-Aralik2013_nefretsoylemi_ayrimcisoylem_raporu.pdf 
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FINDINGS 

During the four months covering May - June - July - August 2014 of the “Monitoring Hate Speech in 

Media” study, 246 opinion columns and news articles were identified as targeting national, ethnic 

and religious groups. 

In this period consisting of the second quarter of 2014, there is a considerable increase in the 

number of instances of hate speech. At national level, hate speech was generated in the context of 

elections in eventful summer months. However, the main increase in the articles containing hate 

speech was seen in the context of the international agenda, determined by Israel’s military operation 

launched against Gaza.8 In addition, the message of condolences issued by then-Prime Minister 

Recep Tayyip Edoğan on April 23rd on the occasion of Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day also 

had an impact on this increase.  

When we analyze the articles that contain hate speech, instead of arguments that follow a rational 

logic, the sense of rage is seen to dominate the flow of writing. Those writings, which aim at fueling 

the polarization between societies and beliefs, are grounded on examples that are circulated without 

questioning their truth and reality. Thereby, the example of “Seydibesir Useray-i Harbiye Camp”9 

appears once more and is used as an instrument to generate hate speech towards Armenians during 

this period as it was used in previous periods.  

As in previous periods, it can be said that “conspiracy theories” are a basic motivational instrument in 

the examined articles during this period. As a motive for a good number of unfavorable events, 

various religious and ethnic groups who “dominate the world” and “carry out covert and clandestine 

activities” are often brought forward. As we have pointed out above, examples that are taken out of 

historical context and various pieces of information devoid of any reliable reference are conveyed to 

readers through an approach that ignores the relationship between cause and effect.   

During this period, the increase in the number of the articles generating hate speech is reflected in 

the number of targeted groups. While 21 different groups were exposed to hate speech within the 

previous period, that number had increased to 32 during the second period of 2014.  

Whereas out of the 32 different groups, 10 are subjected to hate speech in only one article, there is 

a significant increase (in close correlation with current affairs agenda) in the number of articles in 

                                                           

8
 Discriminatory discourse file, the topic of which is determined based on this finding, can be found on the 

second part of this report.  
9
 In Seydibesir Useray-i Harbiye Camp, which is stated to be close to the Alexandria in Egypt, it is claimed that 

there were Ottoman soldiers, who were taken prisoners during the World War I, and that they were subjected 
to various tortures, which were allegedly caused by Armenians. This example is circulated in the same way with 
the same sentences in various publications in various years and months.  During this period, the same example 
has reappeared in Şenol Kocatepe’s article titled “Circassian Expulsion” in Gazete Gerçek in May 22, 2014 and 
in İsmail Başaran’s article titled “To Those Making the Rabia Gesture” in Samsun Halk newspaper in June 30, 
2014.  
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which some groups are targeted. In order to concretely analyze this increase, we find the following 

information when we list in detail how many groups are subjected to hate speech in how many 

articles:  

 7 groups are targeted in two articles for each, 
 2 groups are targeted in three articles for each, 
 1 group is targeted in four articles,  
 3 groups are targeted in five articles for each, 
 1 group is targeted in seven articles,  
 2 groups are targeted in nine articles for each,  
 1 group (Syrian refugees) is targeted in 10 articles, 
 1 group (Kurds) is targeted in 18 articles, 
 1 group (Rûms) is targeted in 21 articles, 
 1 group (Christians) is targeted in 25 articles, 
 1 group (Armenians) is targeted in 60 articles, 
 1 group (Jews) is targeted in 130 articles.  

 

While the number of articles containing hate speech targeting the first three groups (Jews, 

Armenians and Christians) were close to each other during the previous periods, during this period 

the number of articles containing hate speech about Jews and Armenians were twice and five times 

of the group (Christians) following them. It is also noticeable that the groups most subjected to hate 

speech have not changed compared with previous periods. Nonetheless, in terms of the impact 

current affairs have on hate speech, this period constitutes a striking example.  

While the groups that are subjected to hate speech in singular examples are handled in relation to 

periodic events and even more in relation to incidental examples, frequently targeted groups in a 

number of publications are subjected to systematic hate speech and conscious hostility. The fact that 

certain groups remain targeted for an extended period of time through great number of news items 

not only shows the vulnerability of these groups to hate speech but also presents deep-seated and 

persisting endeavour to antagonize those groups. That these groups consist of people, beliefs and 

ethnicities living together in this part of the world enhance the potential risks of hate speech and its 

particular role in preparing the ground for hate crimes. In Milat and Yeni Akit dailies, articles in 

which Israel’s attacks of Gaza are criticized also allege that Jews living in Turkey support these attacks 

in material and nonmaterial terms constitute concrete examples to this feature.  

As can be seen in the following graphs, the groups that are less often subjected to hate speech were 

not categorized under the “Others” category, in an effort to portray the variety of the target groups 

according to the context. Nonetheless, in accordance with the “proximity” criterion, one of the 

fundamental conditions of a topic being in the news, it has been observed that hate speech is not 

directed at groups that are not closely associated with Turkey’s historical or contemporary situation. 

For example, while Norwegians, with whom the historical and contemporary connection is quite 

weak, are not targeted in hate speech, Germans and French are exposed to hate speech more often.  
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Graph 1 
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Looking at the common qualities of target groups, religious identity stands out as the primary cause 
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generated for 10 different groups of non-Muslim, non-Sunni or non-believers in a total of 180 

items, in two items hate speech is targeted at Muslims. 19 different groups are targeted in 68 items 
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to the items found in the previous period (14 items). Also, hate speech targeting Syrian refugees 

showed an increase and is seen in 10 items.  

Another point to highlight is that hate speech found in one news item is directed at more than one 

group. When looking at the distribution of groups targeted in hate speech, out of 246 items 

examined, 338 counts of hate speech are encountered. However, if we take into account that 90 of 

the total items target only Jews and 34 of those target only Armenians – 124 items and 50.40% of 

the total items containing hate speech – target only these two groups. The most important 

determinants of this distribution, as we have pointed out above, are the reactions of conservative 

media to Israel’s operation launched against Gaza and Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s statement of 

condolences on April 23rd. 

When we analyze the groups mostly bound to each other in relation to hate speech, Armenians are 

mentioned in 26 items with 14 other groups. Out of 25 items that is written about Christians, 14 

items contain hate speech towards Jews as well. 

During the period of May – August 2014, a majority of the items identified as containing hate speech 

were published in national press, as in the previous periods; yet the difference between national 

press and local press kept its downward tendency. Of the 246 items studied within the framework of 

the study, 137 (55.69%) were published in 21 national newspapers. The remaining 104 articles 

(42.27%) were published in 63 local newspapers. Eight items published by Cyprus newspapers are 

evaluated within the scope of hate speech. 

Even though there is only one increase in local publications with respect to previous periods, it 

maintained its diversity as seen in previous periods. In local newspapers, in conjunction to observing 

that there are 1-3 items containing hate speech per publication, there is a different point to add; 12 

separate instances of hate speech were found in one local newspaper (Yeni Konya) and more than 

one article was about Syrian refugees. It should be underlined that this situation might create a more 

concrete danger for the groups subjected to hate speech at the local level.  

Similar to previous periods, it is observed that hate speech was mainly found within opinion columns. 

Of the items studied, opinion columns constituted 187 items, whereas news items constituted 53 of 

the grand total. Items published on pages like Press Archive or history page are evaluated under the 

heading “Others” and hate speech is seen in nine items under this category.  

In Turkey’s press, although the groups towards whom hate speech, hostility and attempts at 

‘othering’ are directed have different rankings compared to previous periods, those near the top 

have not changed. During the period consisting of the second four months of the year, hate speech 

primarily targets Jews with 130 items. While, with 60 items, Armenians are the second group 

targeted, Christians are the third with 30 items. These are followed by 21 items for Rûms, 18 items 

for Kurds and 10 items for the Syrian refugees who have been among those exposed to hate speech. 

For the items studied, we came across the following distribution of hate speech categorized by target 

groups: 
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Graph 310
 

 

In addition to these, similar to previous reports 31 news articles and opinion columns that contain 

hate speech towards women and LGBTI individuals were not included in the statistical analyses and 

were evaluated separately in the second section. Various items with discriminatory content that laid 
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Distribution of Content According to Type, Newspaper and Categories 
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That percentage, which was 60.1% within the previous period, has increased to 75.20% within this 

period. Consequently, a decrease was observed in the amount of hate speech within content of news 

type (32.9% in the last period; 21.54% in this period). Other contents, on the other hand, consist of 
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10
 As an item may target more than one group, the total number of items targeting each group (220) is more 

than the total number of items.  
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Graph 4 

 

Within this period, all but two news items are published with a reference/reporter’s name. While 20 

out of 53 news items (37.73%) are published with a reporter’s name on the article, in 14 of them the 

news agencies are specified, and the others are published with the newspapers’ sign on them.   

During this period, there was a small numerical difference in instances of hate speech found in the 

national and local press. Whereas national press generated 136 items containing hate speech, 

55.14% of the total, local press generated 102 items with a percentage of 42.86%.11 

Graph 5 
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11
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that contained hate speech, Sabah had six, Sözcü and Yeni Mesaj had five items each, Anayurt, 

Türkiye and Yeni Şafak had three items, and Yurt and Yeni Asya had two items each. Akşam, 

Aydınlık, Güneş, Habertürk, Milli İrade, Önce Vatan, Sol had generated hate speech in one item. 

Sabah newspaper, which was in the list with one item in the previous period, is observed to contain 

hate speech in six items in this period. Five of these contents are the opinion columns written by the 

same author. When we study the other newspapers, as we come upon almost the same names each 

time, it will not be wrong to conclude that hate speech is used as a type of “style” by some 

columnists. Consequently this leads to the idea that, through these opinion columns in question, 

instead of a structure for conveying information-perspective, a kind of “propaganda” in line of a 

specific point of view is pursued. This idea, in turn, provides evidence for the question of whether 

opinion columns are parts of journalism and what functions they serve. Another important issue to 

point out is that national press like Sabah, Sözcü, Akşam, Habertürk are on the list with one or more 

items.  

Graph 6 

 

During this period, although the number of items containing hate speech in local press is smaller than 

the number in previous period, numerically it is not very different from the number of items 

published in national press. 
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 Graph 7 

 

As in previous periods, hate speech items published in newspapers are studied in four predetermined 

categories: (1) Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion, (2) Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration, (3) 

Enmity / War Discourse, (4) Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause for Hate - 

Denigration / Symbolization. 
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These categories are determined in order to assist in the understanding of hate speech, generated in 

different types and expressed in an implicit or explicit manner. Although it is undoubtedly possible to 

detect qualities that pertain to more than one category in an article, each article is analyzed under 

the category for which it contained qualities most relevant to the defining characteristics of that 

particular category. Even though not categorized under a certain category, this report also contains 

examples from items that target a certain group and/or use provocative language. 

During this four-month period studied, Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion ranked first (129 

items) in the distribution of the categories. It was followed by Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration (72 

items) and Enmity / War Discourse (45 items). During this study period, there were three items 

under the category Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause for Hate / Symbolization; 

one item targeted Jews, the other two targeted Germans. 

Graph 8 

 

During the study period, the group that was exposed to hate speech most was the Jewish population 

and Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion was the most often used category (67 items). This was 

followed by Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration with 38 items and 24 items contained Enmity / War 

Discourse. Under the category Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause for Hate / 

Symbolization one item was detected. 77 of the items containing hate speech towards the Jewish 

population were published in the national press and 53 items in the local press. 
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Graph 9 

 

Looking at categories according to target groups it was observed that Exaggeration / Attribution / 

Distortion dominated hate speech directed at the Armenian population, which was the second 

group that was exposed to hate speech most, with 36 items. It was followed by 16 items of 

Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration and eight items of Enmity / War Discourse. 33 of the items 

containing hate speech targeting the Armenian population were published in the national press and 

27 items in the local press.  The topic within the local context is handled from the national 

perspective, by expressing various opinions on the message of condolences issued by then-prime 

minister Erdoğan. However, we run into an opposite example in publications related to Syrian 

refugees. For instance, in publications in Konya, whereas experiences of the city are mentioned 

regarding the refugees, whenever Armenians are the topic of discussion, we do not see any local 

examples in publications. Starting from this instance, we can see that an issue, which we actually 

never face in our daily lives, is regenerated with animosity over past events that we are not even sure 

whether they really happened or not; also, a comprehension based upon the “other”, the “enemy” is 

maintained independently from real life. 

Graph 10 
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During the four-month-period of the study, Christians, the third of the top three groups that were 

subjected to hate speech, were mostly targeted within the category of Exaggeration / Attribution / 

Distortion (17 items). This was followed by Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration with seven items and 

one item detected fell under the category of Enmity / War Discourse. 

Graph 11 

 

During the studied periods, while the Armenian and Jewish populations usually share the first two 

places among the groups exposed to hate speech, within the previous periods there was a significant 
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contain hate speech, Armenians and Jews are the main and biggest “enemies”. Although this hostile 

discourse sometimes hides behind an approach like the “good Armenians/Jews” - “bad 

Armenians/Jews” differentiation, it is observed that even this differentiation can disappear and all 

the Armenians and Jews within Turkey borders are evaluated as threats. 
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interesting example happened to be the reissuing of an opinion column that had been published on 
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this example, we can deduce that violence is regenerated by recirculating back dated articles. 
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Graph 12 

 

Similar to the previous periods, during this period Enmity / War Discourse was the first category of 

hate speech towards Kurdish population with 10 items. There were six items under Exaggeration / 

Attribution / Distortion and two items under Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration. 10 of the items 

containing hate speech towards Kurds were in the national press and eight of them were in the local 

newspapers published in Central Anatolia, Mediterranean and Aegean regions. Local newspapers 

published in Black Sea Region during the previous period containing hate speech towards Kurds are 

not observed in the list during this period. 
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NEWS ITEMS SELECTED DURING THE MAY – AUGUST 2014 PERIOD12 

Date Newspaper Type Author Title Target 
Group 

Hate Category 

01-May-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Fuat 
Yılmazer 

The Armenian Problem 
cannot be solved by 
defensive attitude -1-  

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

01-May-2014 Manavgat 
Sahil 

Opinion 
Column 

Aynur 
Sarıkaya 

A few things about the 
Armenian initiative  

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

01-May-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Fikri Atılbaz They use everything for 
their own self-interest 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

01-May-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Yıldıray 
Çiçek 

EVEN THE 
TURCOPHOBES DO NOT 
HAVE THIS COURAGE!  

Armenians, 
Rûms 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

01-May-2014 Samsun 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Osman Kara LOOKING AT HISTORY IN 
THE RIGHT WAY (IV) 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

01-May-2014 Sözcü Opinion 
Column 

Yekta 
Güngör 
Özden 

Mealy-mouthed Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

01-May-2014 Taka Opinion 
Column 

Muharrem 
Ulusoy 

SLANDER AND INSULT! 

 

Christians, 
Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

01-May-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Muhammet 
Erdoğan 

Alevi reaction to 
impertinent Hans 

Germans Using a Natural 
Element of One’s 
Identity as a Cause 
for Hate / 
Symbolization 

01-May-2014 Yeni Çağ Opinion 
Column 

Agah Oktay 
Güner 

Negligence Armenians, 
Kurds 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

02-May-2014 Ankara 
Belde 

Opinion 
Column 

Nurullah 
Aydın 

VICTORY OF THE 
ARMENIAN APOSTATES  

Armenians, 
Georgians, 
Rûms, Jews 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

05-May-2014 Konya 
Merhaba 

News 
Article 
(Interview) 

Berkhan 
Parlak 

We have never drifted 
away from Turkey 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

                                                           

12
 As they generated hate speech for different identities and under different categories, the articles titled 

“ECHR Being Gavur” dated May 14, 2014, “TO THOSE MAKING THE RABIA GESTURE” dated June 30, 2014 and 
“Bairam came-and-bygone, so what!” dated July, 31, 2014 are written on this list twice. Yet these articles are 
included only once in the total number of contents containing hate speech.   
 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1537&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1537&bolum=bizden
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05-May-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Seyit Deniz 

“1001 Arabian Nights” 
from Soner Yalçın 

British Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-May-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Fikri Atılbaz “Assassination of 
Turkishness” 

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-May-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Neval Kavcar CALLING THE 
GOVERNMENT AND 
PRESIDENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC FOR DUTY  

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-May-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Orhan 
Karataş 

Country’s agenda and 
Turkish Youth 
Convention 

Armenians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

05-May-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Hasan 
Karakaya 

Would a organization 
subservient to Jews 
praise Turkey? 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-May-2014 Yeni Konya Opinion 
Column 

Alaettin 
Ekizer 

Muslims are responsible 
for every hanged 
Egyptian  

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-May-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Hasan Demir They ate our flesh and 
now ask for tooth rent!  

Armenians, 
French, 
British 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

06-May-2014 Taka Opinion 
Column 

Talat Ülker Head of the snake  Armenians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

07-May-2014 İstanbul 
Gerçek 
Vizyon 

Opinion 
Column 

Nevzat Laleli Message of condolences 
to the Armenian is 
wrong 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

07-May-2014 Yeni Akit Press 
Archive 

Yeni Akit Atheists hit the streets Atheists Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

09-May-2014 Samsun 
Manşet 

Opinion 
Column 

Dursen 
Özalemdar 

Humanitarian 
preferences  

Armenians, 
Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

10-May-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Hasan Celal 
Güzel 

Old prostitute with 
running make-up: 
Europe 

Western 
Societies 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

12-May-2014 Milli Gazete News 
Article 

Milli Gazete Their mentalities are sick Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

13-May-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

M. Şevket 
Gökşan 

Are we going to keep 
silent and fall prey?..  

Non-
Muslims 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

13-May-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Özcan 

What is the secret of 
Nusayris, Westerners’ 
favorite?  

Nusayris, 
Shiites, 
Jews 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

14-May-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Ramazan 
Alkan 

ECHR Being Gavur 

 

Non-
Muslims 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1575&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1699&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1699&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1698&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1698&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1698&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1702&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1702&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1703&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1703&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1703&bolum=bizden
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14-May-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Ramazan 
Alkan 

ECHR Being Gavur Rûms Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

14-May-2014 Yeni Çağ Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet 
Takan 

A prime minister tongue-
tied in front of Christian 
judges!..  

Armenians, 
Rûms 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

16-May-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Fuat 
Yılmazer 

Would we get rid of the 
hunchback? Would we 
cover the negligence 
with these words? -2-  

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

16-May-2014 Güneş Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Memiş 

For God’s sake, what do 
you do?  

Armenians, 
Rûms, Jews 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

19-May-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Fuat May 18, 1944 Russians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

19-May-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Şükrü 
Alnıaçık 

We will call you to 
account for this in the 
afterlife!...  

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

19-May-2014 Yeni Çağ News 
Article 

Necdet 
Pekmezci 

Armenian PKK 
alliance!/PKK and 
Armenians came 
together once again  

Armenians, 
Kurds 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

20-May-2014 Sol Opinion 
Column 

Erbil Tuşalp Usual Suspect  Muslims Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

20-May-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Kenan Kıran THAT BOSS’ SON-IN-LAW 
IS JEWISH/Soma boss’ 
SON-IN-LAW IS JEWISH 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-May-2014 Gazete 
Gerçek 

Opinion 
Column 

Şenol 
Kocatepe 

Circassian Expulsion Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-May-2014 Kayseri 
Vizyon Kent 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Yakup Aslan Accident or sabotage? Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

22-May-2014 Kıbrıs Halkın 
Sesi 

50 Years 
Ago Page 

T. 
Bayraktaroğl
u 

Please come to the lists Rûms Enmity / War 
Discourse 

22-May-2014 Yurt Opinion 
Column 

Hüsnü 
Mahalli 

Pleasure of the gavur! Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

23-May-2014 Karadeniz Opinion 
Column 

Asım Kemal 
Güner 

SYRIANS  Syrians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

23-May-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mevlüt 
Özcan 

Good news of the battle 
of the trenches  

Christians  Enmity / War 
Discourse 

23-May-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Ersin 
Ramoğlu 

GERMANY’S FEAR of 
ERDOĞAN!  

Germans, 
Alevis 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1711&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1711&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1711&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1748&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1757&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1757&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1757&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1753&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1753&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1753&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1753&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1789&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1754&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1755&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1755&bolum=bizden
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24-May-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Ersin 
Ramoğlu 

Faggotness is only 
voluntary!  

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-May-2014 Kıbrıs Afrika Opinion 
Column 

Özgün 
Kutalmış 

Nothing comes out of  
Rûms 

Rûms Enmity / War 
Discourse 

26-May-2014 Yeni Çağ News 
Article 

AA Opposing Turkey, they 
turned to Vatican/A 
letter from Kurds to 
Pope: We are like 
crucified Jesus  

Armenians, 
Kurds, Non-
Muslims 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-May-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Akın Aydın You should not have 
played politics with 
tears!  

Jews Using a Natural 
Element of One’s 
Identity as a Cause 
for Hate / 
Symbolization 

27-May-2014 Kıbrıs 
Havadis 

Opinion 
Column 

Eşref Çetinel THE TRICK THE RUM 
PULLED (BUT THIS IS 
TOO MUCH!) 

Rûms Enmity / War 
Discourse 

27-May-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Aksoy Alevis do not like bridges Alevis Enmity / War 
Discourse 

27-May-2014 Milli Gazete News 
Article 

Milli Gazete Pope of Zionism/Abuse is 
one nation 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

27-May-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Bekir Hazar WAITER!!! Germans, 
British, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

27-May-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Özcan 

Is Allah anti-Semite? (2) Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

28-May-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Halil Mert “Cologne” strategical 
balance 

Christians, 
Greeks 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

28-May-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Seyit 
Mehmet 
Deniz 

Are Alevis aware of the 
danger? 

Alevis, 
Socialists 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-May-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

İskender 
Özel 

Alevi conspiracy is the 
work of EU 

Alevis Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-May-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Nusret Çiçek Would you like to take 
blood pressure pills? 

Greeks Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

29-May-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew battered 3 
Turkish citizens in al-
Masjid al-Aksa 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-May-2014 Alanya 
Güneşi 

Opinion 
Column 

İbrahim 
Akdağ 

ERDOĞAN IS NOT MY 
PRIME MINISTER..!! 

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1730&bolum=sizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1730&bolum=sizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1729&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1778&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1778&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1778&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1763&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1790&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1790&bolum=bizden
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30-May-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Cryptos are pulling tricks 
again and again 

Alevis, 
Armenians, 
Rûms,  
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-May-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Timur Çağrı Let’s go to Hagia Sophia Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-May-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Ersin 
Ramoğlu 

KK the instigator and the 
mouthpiece of Assad 

British Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

02-Jun-2014 Kıbrıs Vatan News 
Article 

Kıbrıs Vatan Joint games over Turkey   British, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

02-Jun-2014 Konya 
Anadoluda 
Bugün 

News 
Article / 
Interview 

Konya 
Anadoluda 
Bugün 

Al-Masjid al-Aksa is 
under Jewish blockade 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

02-Jun-2014 Önce Vatan Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Akkoca 

ANSWERS TO 
COMMENTATORS AND 
OBSERVATIONS!.. (35) 

Armenians, 
Rûms, Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

02-Jun-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Özcan 

Those who teach Allah 
his job! 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

03-Jun-2014 Bizim Sivas Opinion 
Column 

Berat 
Demirci 

CIVILIZED MURDERERS British Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

03-Jun-2014 Bursa Şehir Opinion 
Column 

Binnur 
Günay 

 “NEW TURKEY” that 
settles old scores with 
coups 

Alevis Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

03-Jun-2014 Çorum 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Selahattin 
Aydemir 

Should Orhan Pamuk be 
the candidate? 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

03-Jun-2014 Lüleburgaz 
Hürfikir 

Opinion 
Column 

İlyas Şen Why don’t these gavurs 
go to Taksim 
themselves? 

Non-
Muslims 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

03-Jun-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Talu 

Reminiscences of Al-
Miraj – 2  

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

04-Jun-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

It Seems That PKK War Is 
Not Over 

Armenians, 
Non-
muslims 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

04-Jun-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew shed blood  Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Jun-2014 Altınova News 
Article 

Altınova / 
Anonymous 

The list of what Abdullah 
Çatli did to Armenians 

Armenians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

05-Jun-2014 Karadeniz 
Güne Bakış 

Opinion 
Column 

Türkay 
Gümüş 

IS THE FRIDAY PRAYER 
WE PERFORM 
ACCEPTED?.. 

Western 
Societies, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1656&bolum=bizden


Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: May – August 2014 

 

24 

 

05-Jun-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Cripto-Armenians in 
Press 

Alevis, 
Armenians, 
Rûms,  
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Jun-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mahmut 
Toptaş 

We Will Be Us  Christians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

05-Jun-2014 Milli İrade Opinion 
Column 

Vehbi Örs Dangerous Course of 
Events  

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Jun-2014 Sözcü News 
Article 

DHA WHERE IS THIS 
TAYYIP/TRAITORS 
RAVAGED AGAIN 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

05-Jun-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Ali İhsan 
Karahasanoğ
lu 

Did you think “Israeli 
sperm” is a biological 
concept? 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

06-Jun-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mahmut 
Toptaş 

Atrocity will not continue  Non-
Muslims, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Jun-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Bülent 
Erandaç 

 “To Sisi, salutations; 
continue the 
exploitation” 

British, 
Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

08-Jun-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Fahrettin 
Dede 

If Armenians had not 
been deported, then 
Kurds would have 
deported! 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

09-Jun-2014 Ortadoğu News 
Article 

Ortadoğu Grandchildren of martyrs 
condemned Armenian 
atrocity in Yanıkdere 

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

09-Jun-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Neval Kavcar  “NO FLEECE FROM 
TURKISH COUNTRY TO 
PKK, SIRRI SAKIK!” 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

09-Jun-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Ersin 
Ramoğlu 

The best Kurd is the Kurd 
on the mountains  

Kurds Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Jun-2014 Adana 
Ekspres 

Opinion 
Column 

Erol Saylan THE FLAG CANNOT BE 
LOWERED 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

10-Jun-2014 Gazete 
Gerçek 

Opinion 
Column 

Hayati 
Kaynar 

The Inglorious!.. Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

10-Jun-2014 Milli Gazete News 
Article 

Milli Gazete PHOTOGRAPH OF 
DISGRACE 

Christians, 
Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

10-Jun-2014 Sözcü Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Türker 

Now the flag was 
lowered, boo! 

Kurds, 
Rûms 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

11-Jun-2014 Gazete 
Gerçek 

Opinion 
Column 

Nusret 
Sağlam 

HONORABLE BULLET Kurds, 
Rûms 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1678&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1680&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1680&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1716&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1582&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1582&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1532&bolum=bizden
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11-Jun-2014 Konya 
Rasyonel 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Balkan 

Flag cannot be lowered, 
the azan cannot be 
silenced, our land cannot 
be divided 

Kurds, 
Rûms, 
Greeks 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

11-Jun-2014 Yeni Çağ Time 
Tunnel 

Kerrar Esat 
Atalay 

Armenians either burnt 
or executed those who 
did favor to them 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

12-Jun-2014 Sakarya News 
Article 

Birsen 
Eraslan 

HARSH STATEMENT 
FROM TURKISH HEALTH 
UNION 

Armenians, 
Rûms, Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

12-Jun-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

İbrahim 
Bektaş 

Censured Verse in 
Vatikan? 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

12-Jun-2014 Yenigün 
(Burdur) 

Opinion 
Column 

Tacettin 
Akbaş 

THOSE WHO SELL THEIR 
FLAGS.. CAN SELL 
ANYTHING! 

Bulgarians, 
Armenians, 
Jews, 
Greeks 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

13-Jun-2014 Adana 
Yenigün 

Opinion 
Column 

Hüseyin 
Karabulut 

Armenians and Jews Are 
Not Idle 

Armenians, 
Kurds, Jews 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

13-Jun-2014 İzmir 
Sondakika 

Opinion 
Column 

Özcan 
Pehlivanoğlu 

IS THIS A NEW WAR OF 
INDEPENDENCE? 

Armenians, 
Kurds, 
Rûms, 
Assyrians 

Enmity / War 
Discourse 

13-Jun-2014 Kırıkkale 
Haber Kale 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Gencer 

Oh God, Whatever You 
Say 

Kurds Enmity / War 
Discourse 

13-Jun-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Şükrü 
Alnıaçık 

Fake ‘Mon Cher’s  Arabs, 
Bulgarians, 
Armenians, 
Serbians, 
Romanies 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

13-Jun-2014 Yeni Alanya News 
Article 

Yeni Alanya See, That’s Why Russians 
Settle in Alanya 

Romanies Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

16-Jun-2014 Diyarbakır 
Olay 

News 
Article 

İHA İçten: The azan will not 
be silenced in this 
country 

 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

16-Jun-2014 Samsun Olay Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Hazinedar 

ISIS MASSACRES.. Armenians, 
Croats, 
Russians, 
Serbians 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

17-Jun-2014 Samsun 
Denge 

Opinion 
Column 

Ali Kayıkçı MY TONGUE, 
SOMEBODY IS SLICING 
YOU UP!  

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

18-Jun-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew attacked 
Palestinian fishermen 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 
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19-Jun-2014 Konya Yeni 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Hamdi Bağcı Ekmeleddin İhsanoğlu 
and the end of those 
from CHP... 

Christians, 
Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

24-Jun-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Secret Jews condemning 
Israel 

Armenians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-Jun-2014 Star Kıbrıs Opinion 
Column 

Yurdagül 
Beyoğlu 

Which side of Cyprus will 
ISIS deploy? 

Rûms Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Jun-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Nevruz 
Sınacı 

Urgent need: A good 
person, honorable and 
responsible citizen!.. 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Jun-2014 Aydınlık Opinion 
Column 

Filiz Cemsu Ismailağa Community on 
the beach 

Muslims Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

30-Jun-2014 Samsun 
Halk  

Opinion 
Column 

İsmail 
Başaran 

TO THOSE MAKING 
RABIA GESTURE  

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Jun-2014 Samsun 
Halk  

Opinion 
Column 

İsmail 
Başaran 

TO THOSE MAKING 
RABIA GESTURE  

British Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

30-Jun-2014 Yeni Konya  News 
Article 

AA The Jew attacked the 
Gaza Strip 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

02-Jul-2014 Elazığ 
Günışığı 

Opinion 
Column 

Bedrettin 
Keleştimur 

WHO IS/ARE THE 
COMRADE(S)! 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

02-Jul-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Şükrü 
Alnıaçık 

What Happened to 
Famous Turkish 
Morality? 

Armenians, 
Kurds, 
Rûms, Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

04-Jul-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Karabekir and Andranik 
Pashas 

Armenians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

08-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Köse Now , how can I not be 
an anti-Semite? 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

09-Jul-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

Şükrü 
Alnıaçık 

The Real Threat Kurds Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Jul-2014 Bursa Hayat Opinion 
Column 

Ali Aydoğan Countdown to doomsday 
has started... 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Jul-2014 Konya 
Anadoluda 
Manşet 

Special 
Page 

"İlyas is 
Among You" 

KONYA IS DISTURBED BY 
REFUGEES 

Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Yener 
Dönmez 

Will the monkey wrench 
work? 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1824&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1824&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1824&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1824&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1561&bolum=bizden
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11-Jul-2014 Antalya İleri Opinion 
Column 

Nasuh 
Boztepe 

The lost humanity Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

11-Jul-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Muhammed 
Özkılıç 

The Jew is always a 
Jew... 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

11-Jul-2014 Ortadoğu Opinion 
Column 

O. Cem 
Kazmaz 

AUGUST 10, 2014 IS THE 
DAY TO SAY STOP TO 
THE SECOND SEVRES 

Armenians, 
Rûms 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

11-Jul-2014 Yeni Şafak Opinion 
Column 

Yusuf Kaplan Men with Frankenstein 
souls force God for the 
doomsday 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

13-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Köse Is it permissible by 
religion to kill a Zionist? 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

14-Jul-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Muhammed 
Özkılıç 

Victory is as close as 
resistance 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

15-Jul-2014 Ankara İl Opinion 
Column 

Eflatun 
Neimetzade 

Armenian Frauds Had 
Happened Throughout 
the History and Still 
Continue Today (2) 

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

15-Jul-2014 Bursa Şehir Opinion 
Column 

Hasan Ünal Why Would Hamas 
Missiles Always Fall on 
Uninhabited Areas? 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

15-Jul-2014 Kayseri Star 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Sıvacı Gaza’s Demon of the 
Demons (1) 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

15-Jul-2014 Kocaeli 
Demokrat 

Opinion 
Column 

Çetin Gürol Syrians will cause trouble 
for us 

Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

15-Jul-2014 Konya 
Merhaba 

Opinion 
Column 

Sadık 
Küçükhemek 

Chinese cruelty and 
Israel the child-murderer 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

15-Jul-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Akif Cemil Is Yıldız Tilbe right?  Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

15-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Serdar 
Arseven 

While the “Authority” 
slaughters!.. 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

15-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Köse A call for the Chief 
Rabbi!.. 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

15-Jul-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew’s raids could not 
intimidate the Ramadan 
drummer 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

15-Jul-2014 Kayseri e 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Fatma Ural TO DIE OR TO LIVE? Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

16-Jul-2014 Sözcü Opinion 
Column 

Rahmi Turan Their appetite went up Armenians, 
Kurds, 
Rûms 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1807&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1817&bolum=bizden
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17-Jul-2014 Ankara İl Opinion 
Column 

Eflatun 
Neimetzade 

References Proving the 
Armenian Frauds -1- / 
Armenian Frauds Had 
Happened Throughout 
History and Still Continue 
Today -1- 

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

17-Jul-2014 Aşıkpaşa Opinion 
Column 

Zafer Çam Israeli atrocity continues  Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

18-Jul-2014 Ankara İl Opinion 
Column 

Eflatun 
Neimetzade 

Armenian Scientists, 
Writers Confirm the 
Armenian Fraud 

Armenians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

18-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Şevki Yılmaz By God, Israel will be 
wiped out of history! 

Armenians, 
Yezidis, 
Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

21-Jul-2014 Bursa Kent Opinion 
Column 

İbrahim 
Çoban 

Not only baby but also 
prophet murderers 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

21-Jul-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Muhammed 
Özkılıç 

Usurper occupying, 
terrorist Jew 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

22-Jul-2014 Ankara 
Haber 
Vaktim 

News 
Article 

Uğur Öğüt Reactions to Israel grows 
further/Heartless 
creatures 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

22-Jul-2014 Ankara 
Haber 
Vaktim 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Fidan A RACE FEEDING ON 
BLOOD OR A DAGGER 
ON THE HEART OF THE 
ISLAMIC WORLD: ISRAEL 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

22-Jul-2014 Bizim 
Antalya 

Opinion 
Column 

Zeyyat Şahin GAZA, YOU ARE IN MY 
HEART 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Jul-2014 Eskişehir Son 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmed 
Kaymak 

EVEN THE CROCODILES 
CRY 

Syrians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

22-Jul-2014 Kocaeli 
Demokrat 

Opinion 
Column 

Osman Saraç Letters Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Jul-2014 Kocaeli 
Demokrat 

Opinion 
Column 

Çetin Gürol WORD OF THE DAY  Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

22-Jul-2014 Kuzey 
Ekspres 

Opinion 
Column 

Burhan 
Çuhadaroğlu 

Tunnels of Gaza Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Jul-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Akif Cemil The Cursed Clan 

 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

22-Jul-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mahmut 
Toptaş 

Pity for the Tyrants Too Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1567&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1661&bolum=bizden
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22-Jul-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Ata Atun The Message Given By 
the European 
Parliamentary Eelections 
(3/3) 

Rûms Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Jul-2014 Takvim News 
Article 
(Headline) 

Takvim ANGEL-DEVİL Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Jul-2014 Yeni Asya Opinion 
Column 

Davut Şahin Why does Israel kill 
children?  

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

23-Jul-2014 Görünüm Opinion 
Column 

Nurullah 
Aydın 

TOUTING OF ISLAMIST 
ARABISTS 

Arabs  Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

23-Jul-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

İsmail Hakkı 
Akkiraz 

Presidential elections  Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

23-Jul-2014 Milli Gazete Special 
Page 

Nedim 
Odabaş 

JEWS, THE MOST 
FEROCIOUS ENEMIES 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

23-Jul-2014 Yeni Şafak Opinion 
Column 

İbrahim 
Tenekeci 

Human Beings and Jews Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

25-Jul-2014 Çorum Kent 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Attila Alpay You cannot deal with 
Israel...  

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

25-Jul-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Özcan 

Collective state of 
madness 

Israelis Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

25-Jul-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew’s interference of 
Palestinian protesters 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

25-Jul-2014 Yurt Opinion 
Column 

Levent 
Uluçer 

Russia made the 
Malaysian plane crash(!), 
ha? That means all is 
well in Eurasia… 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

28-Jul-2014 Karadeniz 
Güne Bakış 

News 
Article 

Karadeniz 
Güne Bakış 

Israel is damned in Kelkit Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

28-Jul-2014 Türkiye Opinion 
Column 

Rahim Er Israeli poisoned even our 
bairam 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

28-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Emre 
Küskün, 
İskender 
Özel 

BITTERSWEET BAIRAM Budists, 
Christians, 
Jews 

Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

28-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Özcan 

 ‘They are afraid of you 
more than they are 
afraid of Allah’ 

Shiites, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

28-Jul-2014 Yeni Çağ News 
Article 

Yeni Çağ Jews cannot live without 
killing! 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1666&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1666&bolum=bizden
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29-Jul-2014 Bursa Hayat Opinion 
Column 

Ali Aydoğan The West is cowardly Western 
Societies 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Jul-2014 Habertürk News 
Article 

Mustafa 
Şekeroğlu 

AFRICANS SWINDLE 
GEORGIANS KILL 

Africans, 
Georgians 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Jul-2014 Samsun 
Denge 

Opinion 
Column 

Ali Kayıkçı  “YOUNG AND 
HANDSOME MEHMET” 
and “KAVAK CIVIL 
REGISTRIES". . . /3 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Jul-2014 Yedigün 
Ankara 

Opinion 
Column 

Nurullah 
Çetin 

TURK!...YOU ARE SO 
GREAT THAT YOUR 
BLOOD SAVES THE 
TAWHID... 1 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Serdar 
Arseven 

“Coca Cola Boycott” for 
Cyprus! 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Özcan 

Jewish character  Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

30-Jul-2014 Bursa Hayat Opinion 
Column 

Ali Aydoğan If the Jew does it, keep 
silent 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Özcan 

They are stampeding like 
mice! 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

30-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Köse Till Israel is wiped out of 
Islam’s geography 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

30-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Timur Çağrı Money rains over the 
blood-thirsty Israel from 
all over the world 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

30-Jul-2014 Yeni Şafak Opinion 
Column 

İbrahim 
Tenekeci 

A problem of faith  Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-Jul-2014 Gazete 
Akdeniz 

Opinion 
Column 

Vehbi Kaya To whom does 
Türkmeneli TV serve 

Kurds Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-Jul-2014 Kayseri Star 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Sıvacı Bairam came-and-
bygone, so what! 

Westerners Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

31-Jul-2014 Kayseri Star 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Sıvacı Bairam came-and-
bygone, so what! 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

31-Jul-2014 Kıbrıs Afrika Special 
Page 

Emine Hür After-Bairam Poems Arabs, Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

31-Jul-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Reşat Nuri 
Erol 

Koran, sons of Israel and 
Fair Order KORAN 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1696&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1693&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1706&bolum=bizden
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31-Jul-2014 Milli Gazete News 
Article 

Milli Gazete CORRUPT JOY Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

31-Jul-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Hasan 
Karakaya 

You Israel government, 
may I call you “sons of 
b...s”? 

Israelis Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

01-Aug-2014 Afyon 
Gazete 3 

News 
Article 

Afyon 
Gazete 3 

 “Turkey is spanning its 
strongest period” 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

01-Aug-2014 Ankara 
Haber 
Vaktim 

News 
Article 

Erol Metin  ‘Strip Jews of their 
citizenship’ 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

01-Aug-2014 Çorum 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

İsmail 
Haboğlu 

Female circumcision is all 
we need! 

Arabs Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

03-Aug-2014 Yeni Asya Opinion 
Column 

Ali Sarıkaya Israel that was told in 
the Koran 

Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

04-Aug-2014 Mersin 
Haber 

News 
Article 

Mersin 
News 
Articleci 

Typical Jewish atrocity Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

04-Aug-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Cryptos Who Infiltrated 
into Islamic Movement 

Armenians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

04-Aug-2014 Sözcü Opinion 
Column 

Murat 
Muratoğlu 

Syrian, Go Home! Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

04-Aug-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Ergün Diler TIME TO WAKE UP  British, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

04-Aug-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Köse Campaign against the 
“Zionist/Jewish 
campaign” 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

05-Aug-2014 Adana Haber Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Karaköse 

Where did these 
missionaries come from? 

Christians 
(Using 
Missionarie
s) 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Aug-2014 Kıbrıs Vatan Opinion 
Column 

Osman 
Güvenir 

Israel’s Palestinian 
massacre is the shame of 
the world 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

05-Aug-2014 Konya 
Hakimiyet 

Opinion 
Column 

Veyis Ersöz Pharaoh=Jewish logic Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Aug-2014 Milli Gazete Opinion 
Column 

İshak 
Beyazay 

Souls that are Hungry for 
Humanity  

Western 
Societies 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1707&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1601&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1601&bolum=bizden
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05-Aug-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Ersin 
Ramoğlu 

Why can’t you stand 
Erdoğan’s success? 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Aug-2014 Tekirdağ 
Şafak 

Opinion 
Column 

Hasan 
Turhan 

SONS OF ISRAEL 
ACCORDING TO KORAN 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Aug-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Köse Is the Zionist bad and the 
Jew good? 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

05-Aug-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew broke the cease 
fire within 15 minutes  

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Aug-2014 Kayseri Star 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet Sıvacı Gendarmerie First 
Lieutenant Mustafa 
Şimşek 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Aug-2014 Kıbrıs 
Postası 

Opinion 
Column 

Vatan 
Mehmet 

I am an anti-Semite! Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

06-Aug-2014 Konya 
Hakimiyet 

Opinion 
Column 

Veyis Ersöz Oppressed and victim 
nations of the blind and 
deaf world 

Non-
muslims 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Aug-2014 Konya 
Telgraf 

Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Yolcu 

WHAT IF ISRAEL 
BECOMES OUR 
NEIGHBOR? 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Aug-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Hasan 
Karakaya 

You cannot trust Israel’s 
‘Cease Fire’, 
Pennsylvania’s ‘Cease 
Curse’! 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Aug-2014 Yeni Konya Opinion 
Column 

Yusuf Koç DOG EAT DOG-1- 

 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

06-Aug-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Akın Aydın Heaven knows why 
gavur is “in” Muslim is 
“out 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-Aug-2014 Yeni Sakarya Opinion 
Column 

Osman 
Karagüzel 

Golden Words (25) Jews Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

09-Aug-2014 Milli Gazete News 
Article 

News Article 
Merkezi 

Golden age of the 
Church  

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

10-Aug-2014 Türkiye Opinion 
Column 

Fuat Bol Actually, what are we 
doing?! 

 

Non-
Muslims 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

11-Aug-2014 Türkiye Conversati
on Corner 

Mehmet Ali 
Demirbaş 

A person’s religion is like 
the religion of his best 
friend 

Non-
Muslims 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1602&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1602&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1612&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1612&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1612&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1617&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1617&bolum=bizden
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11-Aug-2014 Yeni Çağ Time 
Tunnel 

Kerrar Esat 
Atalay 

Before the Ottoman 
Empire is established, 
they have already 
started planning to 
occupy it.  

Christians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

11-Aug-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew spilled out 
death 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

12-Aug-2014 Karadenizde 
Son Nokta 

Opinion 
Column 

Yusuf Teke LOOK AT GERMANY!.. Germans Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

12-Aug-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Opinion 
Column 

İlhan 
Yardımcı 

Oh! Palestine, oh! Gaza! 
. “Half of the reality is a 
big lie”(I) 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

14-Aug-2014 Kayseri 
Meydan 

Opinion 
Column 

Rifat Açıkgöz WHO ARE YOU, TELL ME Armenians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

14-Aug-2014 Milat News 
Article 

Milat GO HOME KILLER/we do 
not want any Israeli 
soldiers on these lands  

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

14-Aug-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Hilmi 
Yıldırım 

Corrupt concept of those 
who commit genocide 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

19-Aug-2014 Akşam News 
Article 

Akşam ARMED ASSAULT ON 
MOSCOW EMBASSY/Is it 
the ‘Armenian bullet’ to 
the embassy? 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

19-Aug-2014 Konya 
Telgraf 

Opinion 
Column 

Selçuk 
Özkan 

You are traitors! Syrians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

19-Aug-2014 Yeni Çağ Opinion 
Column 

Şuayip 
Özcan 

Beware of danger  Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

20-Aug-2014 Gaziantep 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Ruhi Aytaç This is my denunciation! Syrians Blasphemy / Insult / 
Denigration 

20-Aug-2014 Kayseri 
Hakimiyet 

Opinion 
Column 

Mevlüt Uzun STATE OF ARAB 
NATIONALISM 

Arabs Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

20-Aug-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Çelik 

Israel, the base for 
Jewish terrorism 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

20-Aug-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Muhammed 
Uzun 

Facebook works for 
Israel 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

20-Aug-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Köse Map of anti-Semitism 
and Zionist perception 
operation 

 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1743&bolum=bizden
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20-Aug-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew bans Gaza for 
Human Rights 
Organization 

Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

20-Aug-2014 Yeni Mesaj Opinion 
Column 

Akın Aydın Greater Middle East 
Initiative’s stars 

Christians, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

22-Aug-2014 Yeni Konya News 
Article 

AA The Jew spills out death Jews Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

24-Aug-2014 Milli Gazete News 
Article 

Fatih Yedier DON’T SLEEP/MISCHIEF 
UNDER THE NAME OF 
YOGA 

Buddhists, 
Hindus 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

25-Aug-2014 Adana 
Ekspres 

Opinion 
Column 

Yasemin Güç Our Government the 
Palestine-lover 

Palestinian
s 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

25-Aug-2014 Gaziantep 
Günebakış 

News 
Article 

İLKHA Missionaries Turn Onto 
Kindergarten Children 

Christians 
(Missionari
es and 
Protestants
) 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

25-Aug-2014 Konya Yeni 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Hamdi Bağcı  “Don’t Forget Brother, If 
You Pity, Then You Will 
Be Pitied” 

Shiites, 
Jews 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

25-Aug-2014 Milat News 
Article 

Milat WATCH YOUR STEP!! Syrians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

25-Aug-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

İbrahim Acar Hans’s mosque-phobia 
has risen again 

Germans Using a Natural 
Element of One’s 
Identity as a Cause 
for Hate / 
Symbolization 

25-Aug-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Faruk Köse  “While we attacked 
Gaza, our meals came 
from Turkey” 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

25-Aug-2014 Yeni Çağ Opinion 
Column 

Kenan Akın  “Land will be 
demanded” from 
Turkey! 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-Aug-2014 Çorum 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Selahattin 
Aydemir 

LET’S NOT FORGET THE 
ARMENIAN LIES (1) 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-Aug-2014 Konya 
Telgraf 

News 
Article 

Halit Öztürk We are not as valuable 
as Syrians! 

Syrians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

26-Aug-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Muhammed 
Uzun, Sinan 
Yavuzoğlu 

TRAINING TRAP of 
missionaries/Trap of 
missionaries 

Christians 
(Using 

Missionaries 
and 
Protestants) 

Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 
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26-Aug-2014 Yeni Çağ News 
Article 

News Center Syrian crisis spreads 
across Turkey 

Syrians Enmity / War 
Discourse 

26-Aug-2014 Yeni 
Marmara 

Dream 
Interpretati
ons 

Harun 
Şekerli 

Dream Interpretations  Romanies Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

27-Aug-2014 Çorum 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Selahattin 
Aydemir 

LET’S NOT FORGET THE 
ARMENIAN LIES (2) 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

28-Aug-2014 Çorum 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Selahattin 
Aydemir 

LET’S NOT FORGET THE 
ARMENIAN LIES (3) 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

28-Aug-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Çelik 

Favoritism among us 
towards terrorist Jew 

Jews Enmity / War 
Discourse 

29-Aug-2014 Çorum 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

Selahattin 
Aydemir 

LET’S NOT FORGET THE 
ARMENIAN LIES (4) 

Armenians Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

 

 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1746&bolum=bizden
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EXAMPLES BY CATEGORIES 

Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration 

Title: Would you like to take blood pressure pills? 
Newspaper: Yeni Akit 
Date: May 29, 2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Nusret Çiçek 

Based on the accident in Soma where 301 miners died and also other events of the recent past, 

Çiçek’s opinion column makes its central point of interest as the critique of CHP, main opposition 

party of Turkey. Also, mentioning the protests after the police intervention on the remembrance for 

Berkin Elvan, who was shot during Gezi protests and lost his life after a period of coma, he points out 

that this was a test and then lists these words one after another: “Dark powers, veiled faces... 

Bombing, gun, cocktail...” and then adds: “As if Greek gavur attacks Istanbul...”. When we refer to 

the dictionary published by Turkish Language Society, we see four meaning for “gawur”: 

1. noun, religion: heathen / 2. Religion: Non-Muslim – “For decades, we had to suffer the grief of 

foreign lands, grin and bear the gawur.” – M. İzgü / 3. Adjective: Merciless, cruel –  “Will gawur go 

without giving me some horse Money?”- M. Ş. Esendal / 4. Adjective: Stubborn  

Taking into account the context of the article, it is seen that Çiçek used this word as an adjective and 

in the third meaning. Using a feeling of historical “enmity”, Çiçek insults an identity as part of this 

opinion, even goes beyond that and via the this identity he negates, he refers to people using their 

democratic rights as the ‘enemy’. In Çiçek’s article, Berkin Elvan is mentioned as “A part of city louts, 

taped while throwing rocks to police with a sling in his hand” and as such a perception of his being 

“guilty” is established and his death is justified. When we generalize the topic from the private 

example of Berkin Elvan, it will not be wrong to conclude that these expressions of Çiçek lay the 

groundwork for justification for a possible murder of anyone using her democratic right to protest. As 

a columnist, Nusret Çiçek prefers war / violence provocation instead of the language of peace 

journalism.   

On the other hand, the second part of Çiçek’s article is about the charges Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 

pressed against LGBTI activist Levent Pişkin for tweeting “I am expecting Erdoğan to declare ‘I am a 

perfect queer, we are not to learn queerness from you’”. Related to order of the court to Pişkin to 

pay a fine of 1500 TL, Çiçek uses hate speech against LGBTI individuals and by making a reference to 

Pişkin’s open LGBTI identity, he calls him “perverted”.13 

                                                           

13
 Dictionary of Turkish Language Society, perverted: 1. adjective (of manners and behaviors) not normal or 

deviating from customs and moral rules; abnormal (person), unnatural, abnormal – “pervert idea.” / 2. Having 
insane behaviors, lunatic 
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Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration 

Title: PHOTOGRAPH OF DISGRACE 
Newspaper: Milli Gazete 
Date: June 10, 2014 
Type: News Article 
Author: Anonymous 

In the news article published anonymously, it is written that “in Vatican, a historical prayer summit 

for peace in Middle East with the participation of the President of Israel, Shimon Peres and 

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas at the initiative of Pope Francis, Pope of the Catholic Church 

and the sovereign of Vatican City State” was held. Besides information about the summit, both the 

text and the title question “how a Muslim can pray with a Jew and a Christian together”, Pope Francis 

is represented as “the leader of Christians who bloodsuckers of the whole world”; and the host and 

all the attendees except Palestinians are portrayed as “heathen and everlasting nemesis of Islam and 

Muslims.”  
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Enmity / War Discourse 

Title: WHERE IS THIS TAYYIP/TRAITORS RAVAGED AGAIN  
Newspaper: Sözcü 
Date: June 5, 2014 
Type: News Article  
Author: Dogan News Agency (DHA) 

As observed frequently on news articles referring to new agencies, we can see from the title and spot 

that newspaper is reflecting its own editorial line and preferences. Even though the several actions 

performed by PKK are mentioned in the article, by emphasizing the Kurdish identity in the spot, 

Sözcü newspaper identifies Kurds as “traitors” and asserts that they “ravaged”. When we checked 

news articles on the web site of the news agency, we have encountered a use of language that only 

conveys information. As in Yeni Akit example related to news articles that entreated LGBTI 

individuals in the previous periods, Sözcü also uses information from news sources in emphasis that 

generate hate speech. In the main heading of the news article, the expression, “Initiative spoils 

traitors”, is used. Afterwards, in order to criticize Prime Minister Erdoğan, with the sentences “Tayyip 

is gone... Because the prime minister, who was as strong as a tiger against Gezi protesters, needs 

Kurdish votes to be the president of the Republic… That’s why he shuts his eyes to traitors.  So they 

can ravage” and in the photograph below, all Kurds are reflected as violence prone and traitors.  
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Enmity / War Discourse 

Title: Syrian crisis spreads across Turkey 
Newspaper: Yeni Çağ 
Date: August 26, 2014 
Type: News Article  
Author: News Center 

Starting from the title, the news article, which is published by the signature “News Center”, serves to 

create a negative image of Syrian refugees. The expressions, “The violence caused by Syrians” and 

“hell raiser Syrians” used in the spot, relates refugees with crime and violence. In this context, while 

telling that “citizens, who reacted,” “made stores belonged to Syrians unusable”, via the previous 

expressions this “reaction” is justified and violence against refugees is approved. Also, the subtitle 

“Syrian came, thus no tranquility” serves the same purpose. Whereas remarking that Syrian refugees 

“overcrowded Turkey in an uncontrolled manner”, their troubles are ignored and the perception, 

they themselves are responsible for the situation they are in, is created: “Syrian refugees broke the 

peace”, “while in cities, where Syrians are living, harassment, robbery, snatching, etc. has been in a 

scary rise (…)”. Although it is stated in the news article that “citizens are expecting urgent solution 

from the government”, by conveying the sentences of a witness “We do not want those Syrians. 

What will happen to this nation”, it gives the message that this solution does not involve the 

improvement of Syrians’ conditions and also does not involve any approaches to the possible reasons 

of why they are involved in a crime, if they are involved in any crime at all.   
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Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion 

Title: Angel - Devil  
Newspaper: Takvim 
Date: July 22, 2014 
Type: News Article (Headline) 
Author: Anonymous 

In the news article in Takvim, the operation launched by Israel against Gaza is discussed. Under the 

title “Angel – Devil”, below the word “Angel” the photographs of killed children are shown, below the 

title “Devil”, the photographs of Israeli citizens and soldiers that are laughing and smiling are used. 

While it was stated that “some Jewish groups gathered at the border” “watched with pleasure those 

cowards massacring civilians”, they refer to those dancing as “human piece of garbage”. On the other 

hand, those expressions, “The world did not sit back and watch the Israeli atrocity. They started a 

boycott campaign against Jewish goods,” target Jews by holding the policies and attacks, which a 

state carries out, against the whole members of a religion. While on the internal pages the story 

continues by distinguishing the Jewish identity and state of Israel and without any emphasis on 

Jewish identity, and even by including the comments of some firms (that is to say pursuing a balance 

between the sides), on the front page the Jewish emphasis carries some hints about the relation 

between journalism and sensation.  
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Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion 

Title: “YOUNG AND HANDSOME MEHMET” and “KAVAK CIVIL REGISTRIES". . . /3 

Newspaper: Samsun Denge 
Date: July 29, 2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Ali Kayıkçı 

Ali Kayıkçı, while discussing about Turkish and importance that should be attached to Turkish, and 

about the studies on this field, finishes the article with a poem he wrote. In the poem, via the 

expressions: “My language, in order to pour its venomous poison in you / there are thousands who 

know Agop-ish; / With the secret grudge against my history / There those who smiles our face and 

laughs behind our back” by directly referring to Armenian linguist Agop Dilaçar (born as Hagop 

Martayan), he attributes a negative meaning to the Armenian identity and he position Armenians as 

enemies.  
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Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause for Hate or Humiliation / Symbolization 

Title: Alevi reaction to impertinent Hans 
Newspaper: Yeni Akit 
Date: May 1, 2014 
Type: News Article 
Author: Muhammet Erdoğan 
 

The news article gives coverage to the statements which Attorney Ali İhsan Şahin, the President of 

Evrensel Alevi Bektashi Union, gave as a response to the words of the President of Germany, Joachim 

Gauck about Alevis in Germany. The name “Hans” in the title is not the name of the President, but is 

a name to symbolize Germans in Turkish. Similarly, Helga, Natasha, Boris, etc., can be given as 

examples used to symbolize people from the same or different nations. The title in which had 

“Joachim” or “Gauck” been used directly, it would have been an insult towards the mentioned 

person, humiliates a whole national identity as it is with the adjective “impertinent”. Besides, the 

information transfer within the article is done via directive expressions and also it is written that 

Gauck “used words that are redolent of mischief”.   
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Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause for Hate or Humiliation / Symbolization 

Title: You should not have played politics with tears! 
Newspaper: Yeni Mesaj 
Date: May 26, 2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Akın Aydın 
 
Aydın, who relays several examples in which Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan gave emotional 

responses on a number of occasions, criticizes him for not giving similar responses for the miners 

who died in Soma mine accident. Aydın justifies this criticism by providing various examples and 

within a reasonable framework. While ending his article, he states that he does not know how the 

dictionary calls these people he criticizes, but the expression “Jewish sperm” fits well for this 

situation. Even though the word “sperm” does not carry an invective meaning by itself, it is well 

known that expressions like “Jewish sperm”, “Armenian sperm”, are used in Turkish society for 

insulting. Even if we leave this aside, within the context of the article, Aydın uses this expression 

about a group of people he criticizes, thereby he attributes a negative meaning to this expression.   

 

 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1778&bolum=bizden
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OTHER DISADVANTAGED GROUPS 

31 articles, which consist of 28 articles that were not included in the first part due to different groups 

targeted (women, lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender and intersex/LGBTI) and three other 

articles that were analyzed in the first part under another category to which they mainly belonged, 

were subjected to discourse analysis in this part. 

Although the articles analyzed still use the word “transvestite”, it is a misuse of the word, therefore 

we have preferred to use the acronym LGBTI for all articles. What were actually meant by 

“transvestite” in these articles were transgender individuals. Transvestism involves the enjoyment of 

cross-dressing and behaving as members of the other sex, whereas transgender individuals define 

themselves as a member of the other sex, regardless of whether or not there has been a sex change 

operation. 

Date Newspaper Type Author Title Target 
Group 

Hate Category 

02-May-2014 Yeni Asya Opinion 
Column 

Şükrü Bulut Amnesty International and 
global immorality 

LGBTI Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-May-2014 Alanya 
Postası 

News 
Article 

Alanya 
Postası 

Suffered the rage of the 
transvestite 

LGBTI Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

06-May-2014 Yeni Akit Press 
Archive 

Yeni Akit “Men had been secret 
feminists” 

Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

07-May-2014 Gaziantep 
Günebakış 

News 
Article 

İLKHA Reaction from the 
Association for Solidarity 
with Mustazafs Against 
Immoral Projects 

Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

10-May-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Hasan Celal 
Güzel 

Old prostitute with running 
make-up: Europe  

Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

12-May-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

History 
Page  

Ahmet 
Anapalı 

Which civilization is the first 
one to consider woman as a 
human being? 

Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

12-May-2014 Takvim News 
Article 

Takvim There is something QUEER 
HERE 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

23-May-2014 Yeni Akit Press 
Archive 

Yeni Akit “Neither martyr nor 
veteran… For the sake of 
profit, he bites the dust…” 
says the rascal! 
 

Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

24-May-2014 Sabah Opinion 
Column 

Ersin 
Ramoğlu 

Faggotness is only 
voluntary! 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

27-May-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Şevket Eygi 

Terrible Bloody Brutal News 
Articles and Pictures in the 
Press 

Women Enmity / War 
Discourse 

27-May-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Özcan 

Is Allah anti-Semite? (2) Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

29-May-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Nusret 
Çiçek 

Would you like to take blood 
pressure pills? 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1698&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1698&bolum=bizden
http://nefretsoylemi.org/detay.asp?id=1730&bolum=sizden
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01-Jun-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Özcan 

Choose the Jihad and defeat 
Israel 

Women Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

01-Jun-2014 Yeni Akit Opinion 
Column 

Mustafa 
Özcan 

Choose the Jihad and defeat 
Israel

14
 

LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

03-Jun-2014 Takvim Opinion 
Column 

Lütfi 
Albayrak 

“Reasons Not To Quit 
Smoking” 

Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

03-Jun-2014 Akdeniz 
Beyaz 

Opinion 
Column 

Akdeniz 
Beyaz 

A transvestite called me 
"What's up dude?" Damn 
shame! 

LGBTI Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

05-Jun-2014 Konya 
Rasyonel 
Haber 

Religious 
Page 

Müjdat 
Gökçe 

The concept of honor in the 
Koran 

LGBTI Enmity / War 
Discourse 

06-Jun-2014 Konya 
Merhaba 

Opinion 
Column 

Nevzat 
Laleli 

The Fire of Flirtation Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

09-Jun-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

M. Hamdi 
Güner 

The Way To Protect Women 
from Harassment 

Women Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

16-Jun-2014 Şanlıurfa 
İpekyol 

Opinion 
Column 

Nusret Salih MODESTY IS LIFE LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

22-Jun-2014 Yeni Akit News 
Article 

Yeni Akit The jezebel! Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

29-Jun-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

News 
Article 

Dursun Ali 
Yıldırım 

UGLY MARCH… LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

30-Jun-2014 Çanakkale 
Kalem 

Opinion 
Column 

Sister 
Vildan  

We finally have our own 
Iranian transvestites 

LGBTI Enmity / War 
Discourse 

30-Jun-2014 Karadeniz 
Güne Bakış  

Opinion 
Column 

Ahmet 
Musaoğlu 

Which one is more 
dangerous? The Woman 
‘Problem’ or ISIS? 

Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

20-Jul-2014 Hürriyet News 
Article 

Selçuk 
Şenyüz 

They got ahead of Hitler in 
barbarity / What kind of a 
WOMAN are you 

Women Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

29-Aug-2014 Türkiye Opinion 
Column 

Vehbi Tülek SHAYKH AL-ISLAM Ali Efendi 
from Çatalca 

Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

01-Aug-2014 Milat Opinion 
Column 

Muhammed 
Özkılıç 

Laughter corrodes faith 
 

Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

06-Aug-2014 Adana İlk 
Haber 

Opinion 
Column 

M. Zeki 
Uyanık 

Human and Religion Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

18-Aug-2014 Anayurt Opinion 
Column 

Hamdi 
Yılmaz 

Disgusting woman tears Women 
(Armenian 
Women) 

Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

06-Aug-2014 Kayseri 
Meydan 

Special 
Page 

Kayseri 
Meydan 

PEOPLE OF KAYSERI 
APPROVED THE STATEMENT 
OF ARINÇ  

Women Blasphemy / Insult 
/ Denigration 

12-Aug-2014 Milli 
Gazete 

Opinion 
Column 

Mehmet 
Talu 

Warnings of Natural 
Disasters-3 

LGBTI Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

                                                           

14
 Since the article titled “Choose the Jihad and defeat Israel” on June 1, 2014 generated hate speech for 

different identities and under different categories, it is written on this list twice. Yet this article is included only 
once in the total number of contents generating hate speech.   
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Among the 31 items analyzed under the title “Other Disadvantaged Groups”, 9 items contain hate 

speech towards LGBTI individuals. Whereas hate speech directly towards transgender individuals is 

found in three items, hate speech towards women is detected in 19 items within the period and 

publications observed. 

Graph 14 

 

Among the 31 items with hate speech, six were news articles and 20 were opinion columns. 

Whereas during the previous period the distribution between news article and opinion column was 

more balanced, during this period opinion columns took the place at the top by a big difference.  

In the articles, the adjectives defining homosexuality remained the same as in previous periods, and 

homosexuality was often defined as a “perversion”, “deviancy” and “lack of morals”. 

The articles containing hate speech towards women were generated by singular events. However 

Deputy Prime Minister Bülent Arınç’s statement that “a virtuous woman does not laugh out loudly” is 

supported and circulated in several articles. In two articles, transgender individuals are discussed in 

relation to crime; in one opinion column the author generated hate speech towards transgender 

individuals after telling about a hypothetical event that an acquaintance of the author has lived 

through.  

Of the items studied, seven of them were published anonymously. As in the previous periods, the 

percentage of the number of items about LGBTI individuals and women that cited a source, were 

high (72% during the last period of 2013, 67% during the first period of 2014 and 77% during this 

period). As the percentage of the opinion columns increases, the percentage of articles with 

references naturally increases in publications. Publishing eight items, Yeni Akit was the newspaper 

that generated the most hate speech towards LGBTI individuals and women, as in previous periods. 

Milli Gazete ranked the second in generating hate speech with five items. Publishing two items each 

Sabah and Takvim follow them. Yeni Asya, Türkiye, Hürriyet, and Anayurt contributed to the 

circulation of hate speech towards LGBTI individuals and women in the national media by publishing 
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one article each. Moreover, in local press Şanlıurfa İpekyol, Milat, Konya Rasyonel Haber, Konya 

Merhaba, Kayseri Meydan, Karadeniz Güne Bakış, Gaziantep Günebakış, Çanakkale Kalem, Alanya 

Postası, Akdeniz Beyaz, and Adana İlk Haber newspapers published one news articles each that 

contained hate speech towards LGBTI individuals and women.  

EXAMPLES BY CATEGORIES 

Enmity / War Discourse 

Title: Terrible Bloody Brutal News Articles and Pictures in the Press 
Newspaper: Milli Gazete 
Date: May 27, 2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Mehmed Şevket Eygi 

Writing about the woman, who left behind her baby alone at home and went to visit her family last 

year, Eygi refers her as “murderer and monstrous mother” without analyzing the reasons of her 

behavior at all. Then linking the topic to an experience a friend of his had, without opposing anything 

at all he quotes his friend and uses the expression “At every step a Syrian child had been panhandling 

pertinaciously”. Besides, these are the expressions, which, puts Eygi’s article under hate speech 

category:  

 “Yours truly would never call a moral woman as prostitute; however I am unable to comprehend 

how a moral woman can go out in slutty clothes. She turns the men on with her sexy attitude and 

wearing almost nothing; then a rascal comes and either molests or rapes her; whole blame is put on 

the man. Is this justice?” 

In Turkey, where a woman is killed in every two or three days, Eygi says that women turn men on 

with their clothes; he defines molestation / rape as “rascality” but interprets the situation where 

“whole blame is put on the man” as injustice. The evaluation of how clothes are “naked, sexy, 

provocative” is a subjective matter. Besides any reason for violence against a person, puts the blame 

on the victim, and hence lays the groundwork for justification for that violence. If we take into 

account that women are directly exposed to danger in Turkey, that groundwork means femicides are 

justified and even encouraged.  
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Enmity / War Discourse 

Title: We finally have our Iranian transvestites 
Newspaper: Çanakkale Kalem 
Date: June 30, 2014 
Type: Opinion Column 
Author: Sister Vildan  
 

In the column, published with the signature ‘Sister Vildan’ and a photograph which probably does not 

belong to the author, the national identities of two people, who are claimed to prostitute in 

Çanakkale, are announced; their physical appearances are told jeeringly; even going beyond that, 

information about their workplaces, salaries, etc. are given. On top of that their address is described. 

The purpose of the article, which could be informing, commenting or any other purpose, is not clear. 

At the last part of the article, by writing “In truth I do not know whether they let any men in or not. 

However, it seems to me that those living in the same apartment building would not let them live 

there”, the author identifies those people, who she defines as “transvestite” without any justification 

besides hypothetical observations throughout the article, with prostitution and uses a tone that 

could deprive them of their housing rights, which is one of the most basic human rights.  
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Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion 

Title: They got ahead of Hitler in barbarity / What kind of a WOMAN are you 
Newspaper: Hürriyet 
Date: July 20, 2014 
Type: News Article 
Author: Selçuk Şenyüz 

Even though there is a journalist signature in the news article, which has a subject matter about the 

Presidential Candidate, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s public meeting in Ordu, there are only two sentences 

of the journalist and the rest of the article conveys Erdoğan’s words. Actually, even the expression 

used in the title is said by Erdoğan; however since they did not use any quotation marks, it makes the 

impression that the title reflects the newspaper’s own opinions. Besides, the way the word “woman” 

is published, which is in capital letters, attention-grabbing and larger than the other words, brings to 

the fore the gender identity of the person Erdoğan refers. It emphasizes that there is a limit to being 

a “woman” and there are some features in order to be a “woman”; it attributes several elements to 

“woman” identity and criticizes a person over these qualities.  

 



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: May – August 2014 

 

58 

 

Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion 

Title: Suffered the rage of the transvestite 
Newspaper: Alanya Postası 
Date: May 6, 2014 
Type: News Article 
Author: Anonymous 

The news article reports about a young man, who carried out “online prostitution bargaining” in 

Alanya, saw that the person before him is a transgender individual during the meeting; the article 

mentions the allegations that he was assaulted after he had not accept the deal. News article puts 

the sexual identity of an individual on the title. As is the case in many news articles about 

transgender individuals, by emphasizing the relation between the event and violence (“suffered the 

rage of”), it serves to reinforce the negative perceptions about transgender individual.   
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Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration 

Title: Men had been secret feminists 
Newspaper: Yeni Akit 
Date: May 6, 2014 
Type: Press Archive 
Author: Anonymous 

The news article, titled “Men had been secret feminists” published in Milliyet, is readdressed on 

Press Archive page of Yeni Akit by adding the comments of the person who prepares the page. In the 

comment, libellous expressions such as “feminist bitches”, “would not have run riot” are used. 

Besides, the men, who support feminism, are defined as “feminized / effeminate men” and the 

feminine identity is humiliated.   
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Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration 

Title: There is something QUEER HERE 
Newspaper: Takvim 
Date: May 12, 2014 
Type: News Article 
Author: Anonymous  

In the news article about Conchita Wurst’s winning Eurovision Song Contest, Wurst’s transgender 

identity is emphasized six times; besides, the expressions of those countries reacted her negatively 

are written in bold face and made more striking. Among those expressions are “actually he is a man 

wearing women’s cloths”, “Europe’s future is a bearded girl”, “transgender champion (got 

reactions)” and the sentence “it was obvious that there was something queer in this contest” is 

quoted from a tweet. “Bearded lady” is written besides Wurst’s photograph in the news article. 

Despite the fact that LGBTI’s movement tries to transform the term with the slogan “Even if we are 

queer”, the word “queer” used as a swear word in Turkish and in this news article, which is based on 

Wurst’s success, it is used to insult LGBTI individuals.  



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: May – August 2014 

 

61 

 

 

 

 



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: May – August 2014 

 

62 

 

 
 

PART 2 
 
 

DISCRIMINATORY DISCOURSE 
 

 IN PRINT MEDIA 
 
 
 

THE OPERATION ISRAEL LAUNCHED AGAINST GAZA 
AND 

DISCRIMINATORY LANGUAGE TOWARDS JEWS  
IN MEDIA 

 
 

 

 

RİTA ENDER 

 
 
 



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: May – August 2014 

 

63 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In his essay titled “At this tough time”, Stefan Zweig wrote:  

“Maybe now you are surprised by our still continuing to think and write in German language in spite 

of everything. However, even though a writer leaves her country and goes to some other place, she 

cannot stop thinking in her own language and cannot avoid being fruitful. For all our lives, we waged 

our war against nationalism in this language. In order to fight against those evils, which lead 

disturbance in the world and trample on human dignity, the only weapon we are left with is our 

native language.”15 

At that tough time during which nationalism, Hitler and his policies burnt books, – including Zweig’s – 

humans and their lives, Zweig had to leave his country, Austria, because he was born as a Jew. While 

living in different cities and looking from different continents to the state Europe was in, he could not 

stand what he saw and committed suicide. In his suicide letter he placed in the envelope, which he 

sealed for the last time, he wrote: “the world of my own language sank and was lost to me and my 

spiritual homeland, Europe, destroyed itself.” 

And he actually reminded us that which ruin lives, kill human beings and antagonize people are our 

native and official languages and their codification.  

The “discourse”, which is defined as “an ideology coded within the language”, is worthy of analysis, 

for this reason. Moreover, critical discourse analyst Van Dijk states that discourse should be 

controlled or even generated in order to maintain mental control within society. 16  

Hrant Dink Foundation monitors hate speech in press media via reports, which are prepared and 

published in every four months since 2009. In addition to hate speech reports, discriminatory 

discourse reports, which focus on a topic and/or a group based on an event or some reasons, have 

been prepared since 2013. The focal topic of this report, which covers May-August 2014 period, is 

the reflections of anti-Semitism in media during the operation launched by the State of Israel in Gaza 

in July 7, 2014. 

SUBJECT OF RESEARCH 

We have set the topic of this report as the discriminatory discourse against Jews in Turkish media 

after the operation launched in Gaza in July 7, 2014 by the State of Israel. The effects of this 

operation, which caused the deaths of thousands of people, the destruction of homes, schools, 

hospitals and lives and led to hundreds of people to live in shelters, were experienced from a 

different stand point by Jews around the world and Jews in Turkey. Jews in Turkey were exposed to 

some generalizations simply because of being Jewish. It was claimed that they made use of the 

                                                           

15
 Translated from Stefan Zweig, Geleceğe Güven, Everest Yayınları, İstanbul,  2011, p.170 

16
 Yasemin İnceoğlu, “Nefret Söylemi Üzerine”, Güncel Hukuk, March 2012, p.14 
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power of the State of Israel; they were expected to take a stand against the operation, to make clear 

which side they were on. Under death threats in their homeland, a long way away from Israel, on the 

one hand they were trying to protect their children from people in their neighborhood protesting 

outside their doors, on their way to the synagogue, wearing t-shirts emblazoned with Hitler and 

swastikas. On the other hand, they were forced to declare their loyalty to their homeland, Turkey. 

This pressure was heavier for particular people, and targeted individuals holding certain high profile 

positions. For example, in his article titled, “A call for the Chief Rabbi” in Yeni Akit newspaper 

published on July 15, 2014, Faruk Köse appeals to Chief Rabbi Rav Isak Haleva by using these 

expressions:  

“I am calling for Chief Rabbi Rav Isak Haleva, who is the religious leader of Sephardic and Ashkenazi 

Jews living within the borders of the Republic of Turkey:  

Immediately, without any delay, in loud and clear expressions, you have to make a statement on 

behalf of Jews living in Turkey. In this statement, make it public that “you do not approve” the 

genocide, massacre and operation Israel carries out in Gaza, murder of children and bombing of 

mosques, hospitals, schools, and residential areas. State that “it is not humane”, that “you have no 

emotional bonds with Israel’s operation, that “you do not approve the operation” and that you 

condemn it.  

To do so is a requirement of living safely in this country for over five centuries. As you would 

appreciate, for the continuation of ‘living safely’, it is very important that the Muslim people of this 

country should not have ‘anti-Semitic feelings’ and should not feel ‘collective anger’ towards the 

Jewish community because of the trauma caused by Israel’s massacres. For, there is no justice in 

collective anger. Collective anger does not have wit. Collective anger does not have conscience. Also, 

collective anger does not have a brake; so it does not know where to go or when to stop.” 

In regard to the above article, Human Rights Association17, submitted a petition to the Ministry of 

Justice and called on the Ministry to ensure public prosecutors performed their duty under the terms 

of Article 216/2 of Turkish Penal Law that regulates the crime of “openly inciting sections of the 

population to enmity or hatred towards another group on the basis of social class, race, religion, 

sectarian or regional difference” to investigate insults and denigration against Jews.18 

                                                           

17
 Report of Human Rights Association Istanbul Branch Commision Against Racism and Discrimination.   

18
“Türk Yahudileri için 5774 yılı kötü geçti”, Şalom, 1 Ekim 2014. Last access: 24.12.2014. 

http://www.salom.com.tr/haber-92496-turk_yahudileri_icin_5774_yili_kotu_gecti.html?rev=2 
“İnsan haklarını değil, siyonisti savunma derneği”, Yeni Akit, 26 Eylül 2014. Last access: 24 Aralık 2014. 
http://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/insan-haklarini-degil-siyonisti-savunma-dernegi-30818.html 
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Hate speech, which is the subject of these calls and comes to being by the expressions containing 

insult, denigration, threat, and symbolization and causes discrimination and violence,  “as we know 

well, can kill”19, as discourse analyst Kevin Boyle states.  

Anti-Semitism caused deaths in Turkey before and yet it is never considered important enough, 

never investigated and punished. Since anti-Semitism has increased considerably since the operation 

launched by Israel in Gaza on July 7, 2014, and there is some sensitivity formed around this issue in 

the society, we believe it is important to study how anti-Semitism is reflected in news articles and 

opinion columns during this period. 

METHOD OF INVESTIGATION 

We have taken the 15-day period, from July 8, 2014 to July 22, 2014, as the basis of the study, which 

mirrors the anti-Semitic discourse around a specific incident, and which, can give some hints about 

anti-Semitism in Turkey. The period consisting of the first 15 days, during which the operation was 

launched and continued, was the period in which the tension was the highest and the pain was the 

most intense.  

During this period when the news were fresh, how news journalism was done was all the more 

important. For, in relation of the subject, the period, which the readers and citizens used their rights 

to information most, was this period.  

We studied the top 5 newspapers, which had the highest circulation on July 8, 201420 on the grounds 

that they could be the main source for widespread reading and circulation of the news. These 

newspapers are listed with respect to their circulation as: Zaman, Posta, Hürriyet, Sözcü, and Sabah. 

During the 15-day period, all the articles in these newspapers, which were about the operation 

launched by Israel in Gaza, are included in the study. We have tried to analyze the examples that 

include manifestations of anti-Semitism, which are not carried out by using indisputably explicit 

discourse containing hate expressions, threats and insult but have the danger to create and 

disseminate anti-Semitism. Contrary to the belief that anti-Semitism manifests itself mainly in 

publications, which represent far-right views, we started out with the hypothesis that anti-Semitism 

does/will appear somehow in other parts of the society.  

FINDINGS 

We have determined that the number of contents about the operation launched by Israel in Gaza in 

the monitored newspapers during the period in question is proportionate to the total number of 

                                                           

19
 Kevin Boyle, “Controlling Hate Speech: What Do The International Standarts Require of Turkey?”, Nefret 

Suçları Ve Nefret Söylemi, Uluslararası Hrant Dink Vakfı Yayınları, İstanbul, 2010, p.67 
20

 İstanbul, July 2014 Circulation Report, Basın İlan Kurumu. Last access: 24 Aralık 2014. 
http://www.bik.gov.tr/istanbul/temmuz-2014-tiraj-raporu/  
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pages of the newspapers. Accordingly, the distribution of number of contents of the newspapers is 

like this:   

 

These 485 items were mostly news articles. Throughout all the newspapers scanned, 343 news 

articles were published. Following news articles which has the sole claim “to convey what happened 

as it is” and which has to be generated to answer the questions of “what?”, “how?”, “where?”, 

“why?”, “when?” and “who?”21, it is determined that the subject is handled second most in opinion 

columns.  

 

                                                           

21
 Mahmut Çınar, ”Habercilik ve Nefret Söylemi”, Medya ve Nefret Söylemi, Hrant Dink Vakfı Yayınları, İstanbul. 

2013, p.140 
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As can be read from the graphics, a total of 111 opinion columns were written on the subject during 

this period. The fact that these columns were written by 55 different authors presents the conclusion 

that some authors wrote on that subject more than once. Accordingly, Ahmet Hakan (9 articles - 

Hürriyet), Taha Akyol (6 articles - Hürriyet), Akif Beki (5 articles - Hürriyet), Candan Tolga Işık (5 

articles - Posta), Haşmet Babaoğlu (5 articles - Sabah), and Yazgülü Aldoğan (5 articles - Posta) are the 

authors published the highest number of articles on this subject.  

Of the general content of the publications we have surveyed during this period, 257 of the 

publications had informative / factual content, 49 of them had emotional / humanistic, and 49 

publications had rather critical content; on the other hand, 90 of them were beyond criticism and 

carrying political intentions / manipulative and 22 publications were of provocative / polarizing type:  

GENERAL CONTENT OF THE ARTICLE TOTAL 

Informative / factual / historical 257 

Emotional / humanistic 49 

Critical 67 

Carrying political intentions / manipulative 90 

Provocative / polarizing 22 

When interpreting the event that is the subject of the news, those publications, which make 

objective criticisms, are classified as “critical”; those, which answers the questions of “what – why – 

where- when – who – how” and/or informs by giving reference to historical facts, are classified as 

“informative / factual / historical”; those, which are emotional and emphasizes humanitarian values 

and emotions, are classified as “emotional / humanistic”; those, which reflect certain political stance 

and/or has directing qualities with respect to a political stance, are classified as “carrying political 

intentions / manipulative”; and those, which are provocative, and which may cause polarization 

between people and communities, are classified as “provocative / polarizing”.  

COMMENTARIES THAT DETERMINE THE FORTUNE OF THE DISCOURSE 

Several columnists, who are accepted as “opinion leaders”, are given as references by the society in 

various events and discussions and are effective in molding public opinion, present their discourse via 

commentaries. According to philosopher Michel Foucault, commentaries, while depending on an 

identity game, also determine the fortune of a discourse. 22 

In the newspapers studied within the context of these discourses and within the scope of this 

research, when the general contents of the articles, specifically opinion columns, are evaluated, it is 

observed that the articles mostly belong to the categories of “critical” and “politically motivated / 

manipulative”. 

                                                           

22
 Michel Foucault, L’ordre du discours, Gallimard, Paris, 1971, s.31 
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OPINION COLUMNS 

Informative / factual / historical 6 

Emotional / humanistic 19 

Critical 43 

Carrying political intentions / manipulative 39 

Provocative / polarizing 4 

Among the scanned publications, four articles using provocative / polarizing expressions are 

identified. Among these articles, Bekir Coşkun’s article titled “Where are the four fingers?...” was 

published on the first page of Sözcü on July 16, 2014 with the spot “There are reactions from 

Western cities against Israel’s massacre. The headscarf protesters of Beyazıt Square say nothing.” 

Later on in the article, the expressions “Gawur” is angry with the Gawur”, “Vatican revolted… Where 

are you, Kocatepe?..”, “Because so much for your Muslimism… Until you take the job, build a store 

beneath  a mosque, drive the jeep, secure the tender, buy up green area, get hold of the capital 

while wearing a headscarf…” are used. Thus, reacting or not reacting Israel’s operation becomes the 

subject of the news and it is seen that a polarizing language emerging by giving reference to religious 

identities of different opinions dominates the article.  

Among the articles identified as provocative / polarizing, there were some articles causing polarizing 

between different parts of society in Turkey and between the victims of massacres around the world. 

For example, Arif Beki’s article published with the title “Ekmeleddin Bey’s Gaza flutters” on July 2, 

2014 in Hürriyet daily contained these expressions:  

“It is unclear how many Palestinian massacres Israel will execute in exchange for the Jewish genocide. 

Israel’s receivables from the world do not run out. What kind of debt owed to them that no matter 

how much it is paid, Hitler’s atonement does not terminate. However Holocaust is Holocaust; one 

type of fascism cannot be compared with another type of fascism, full stop!” 

Although, in this article, Akif Beki uses expressions criticizing the Holocaust and defining it with the 

word “fascism”, the article is identified as polarizing / provocative because of the massacre 

comparisons he writes before, and because he gives reference to Jewish identity of Israel and regards 

the operation in Gaza as a redemption.  

On the other hand, some of the articles studied during this period use titles that could be identified 

as “provocative” and yet the general content of the article does not have that feature. The title “Why 

should he return that Jewish medal?” of Ahmet Hakan’s article published in Hürriyet on July 22, 2014 

and the title “Is Yıldız Tilbe wrong?” of Akif Beki’s article, which was published in Hürriyet on July 15, 

2014 and written in response to anti-Semitic messages Yıldız Tilbe posted in social media, are the 

examples to this case. 
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NEWS: EDITORIAL CHOISES BY TITLE, CONTENT AND POSITION 

Method of interpretation in the news type, is not always directly readable in comparison with 

opinion columns. For since 19th century, what is counted as news, who and what the sources of news 

are, how the print layout is prepared, what the title should be, how to place the photographs and 

subtitles are discussed in the newsrooms, which are accepted as political spaces.23 During these 

discussions, the value of the news for the newspaper, in what ways the news is seen and how much 

importance is attached to the news by the newspaper all become manifest.  

In this respect, on what page and on what part of the page the news is published has an informative 

effect with respect to the value attributed to that news in some situations.  

During Israel’s operation, among the newspapers we have studied (except Posta daily, because there 

are no names on each page of the newspapers) items about the subject are placed on the following 

named pages:         

  

Fr
o

n
t 

p
ag

e 

B
ac

k 
p

ag
e 

P
o

lit
ic

s 

Fo
re

ig
n

 N
ew

s 

C
o

m
m

en
t 

Ec
o

n
o

m
ic

s 

A
ge

n
d

a 

En
te

rt
ai

n
m

en
t 

Sp
o

rt
s 

Hürriyet 2 
  

27 
 

3 68 3 3 

Sabah 
 

1 2 48 1 5 51 1 4 

Sözcü 1 2 9 
 

4 
 

66 
 

1 

Zaman 1 1 21 26 19 4 6 
 

4 

Total 4 4 32 101 24 12 191 4 12 

As can be seen, publications on the subject were mostly on “Agenda” and “Foreign News” pages. 

Nevertheless, 117 news items were given on the front page. Four of these news items were not 

continued on the other pages and appeared only on the front page. Accordingly, 24% of all the items 

were given on the first page.   

 

                                                           

23
 Eser Köker, “Kadınların Medyadaki Hak İhlalleriyle Baş Etme Stratejileri”, Kadın Odaklı Habercilik, haz: Sevda 

Alankuş, İPS İletişim Vakfı Yayınları, İstanbul, p.134 
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WHO IS THE NEWS SOURCE? 

We have observed that more than half of the news articles and headlines on the subject did not give 

any references. The Media Association’s24 “Code of Ethics for Journalists in Turkey” considered 

giving/not giving references with “plagiarism” and states: 

“Original expressions, styles, and ideas in our reports quoted from any other medium (the web, 

newspapers, TV, radio, books or journals) must be cited appropriately by indicating their source. This 

principle of attribution also applies to information taken from the news agency pools.  Plagiarism has 

become widespread due to the Internet.  It is more important than ever that we understand and 

define what it is.”25 

During the period of this study, 57.62% of the news items we have read, which are probably taken 

from news agency pools, are published without giving any references. Hence, this situation brings 

into doubt about the reliability of the news items about where the news report is exactly taken from 

and who wrote the report, consequently how much of the truth it reflects.   

 

Not having the name of the journalist on the news report brings into the question of how the 

journalist had a grasp of the events about which he is informing his readers. The fact that there are 

news items without signatures, shows that there are no journalists of the newspaper in the scene, 

which is the subject of the news – in the case of the topic of our research, in Gaza and Israel. Yet 

among the 374 different types of articles (headlines, news, captions of news photographs, and 

others), which were published in the newspapers we have studied, only 17 of them had direct 

testimonials. Among these 17 items, most of them conveyed testimonials of hospital employees, 12 

of them qualified as anonymous and one was published with the signature of “Department of foreign 

news”. While the remaining five items were published in Hürriyet daily, one of these items was 

                                                           

24
 The Media Association is a non-government organization for media employees.  

25
 “Code of ethics for journalists in Turkey”, The Media Association, March 31, 2011. Last access: December 24, 

2014. http://www.medyadernegi.org/en/turkiyeli-gazeteciler-icin-etik-ilkeler/ 
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written as a result of a telephone interview by Banu Tuna, and four of them were reported by Fehim 

Taştekin from Gaza on July 19th, 20th, 21st, and 22nd. 

Among the newspapers we have studied, items reported from the ground are only those made by 

the journalist, Fehim Taştekin. In Taştekin’s reports, besides the news about stories and sufferings of 

those living in Gaza, there were news reports pointing to organizations other than Hamas in Gaza and 

about their expectations as well. This was important in terms of the readers’ seeing the news from 

different angles with a more objective point of view and hearing the voices of different actors of the 

events. For example, the following short interview with Hani Sevabda, the spokesperson of the 

Popular Front of the Liberation of Palestine, was published on July 21, 2014:  

 

During the study period, 339 news reports out of 343 items written without going on the ground. 

This situation – that is to say the fact that there is no talk and no direct contact with the people on 

the ground – caused persons to be represented just by statistics/numbers. This fact, offensive for the 

people going through the suffering, was voiced by Semy Davudi from Gaza in Fehim Taştekin’s news 

report published in Hürriyet on July 21, 2014: 

“We are only numbers for the world. We die, and they only ask us: “What is the death toll?” Besides 

they pontificate from the studios about what we should do.” 
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These numbers – number of casualties – for the questions of “what happened?” and “who”, answers 

of which are imperative for a news report, were available in the studied newspapers. In one fourth of 

all the items of these newspapers, there were numbers of casualties, and these numbers were 

increasing consistently. While, in 79 items out of 114 publications, which is 23.5% of the total 

publications, the numbers were referring only to Palestine, in two of them they were referring only 

to Israel and in 33 of them the numbers were referring to both sides. 

Number of casualties stated: 

 Number of 

casualties not 

stated 

Number of 

casualties 

stated 

Total 

number of 

publications 

Numbers 

for 

Palestine 

Numbers 

for Israel 

Numbers for 

both 

Hürriyet 84 22 106 13  10 

Posta 77 24 101 16  5 

Sabah 87 26 113 19 2 5 

Sözcü 65 18 83 13  7 

Zaman 59 24 83 18  6 

Total 372 114 485 79 2 33 
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ANALYSIS OF THE HEADLINES 

A similar condition arises also for the headlines. Although the contents of 21 headlines detected 

during the study have different qualities, such as being provocative, informative, and being politically 

motivated, only one headline is coded as “factual”.   

TITLE OF THE ARTICLE 

 Factual Emotional 

News report 237 103 

Opinion column 60 51 

Headline 1 20 

Caption news 5 5 

Other 2 1 

Total 304 181 

The headlines “SHOOT KILL DANCE” of Hürriyet dated 22 July 2014, “We Are Deeply Grieved” of 

Posta dated 21 July 2014, and “O Tayyip! Who is the one embracing sanguinary Israel?” of Sözcü 

dated 21 July 2014 can be given as examples to titles coded as emotional.  

VISUALS REINFORCING DISCRIMINATION 

In evaluating the news reports, the use of visuals and the selected photographs are indicative with 

respect to discourse analysis. In this sense the photographs, which the newspapers select, together 

with the captions, which have the characteristics of interpreting the photographs, are of importance. 

Human rights activist Susan Sontag, who emphasized that visuals depicting an atrocity can easily 

spark opposite feelings and can be interpreted as “either a call for peace or a cry for revenge”, said 

on this issue: 

“To those who are sure that right is on one side, oppression and injustice on the other, and that the 

fighting must go on, what matters is precisely who is killed and by whom. To an Israeli Jew, a 

photograph of a child torn apart in the attack on the Sbarro pizzeria in downtown Jerusalem is first of 

all a photograph of a Jewish child killed by a Palestinian suicide-bomber. To a Palestinian, a 

photograph of a child torn apart by a tank round in Gaza is first of all a photograph of a Palestinian 

child killed by Israeli ordnance. To the militant, identity is everything. And all photographs wait to be 

explained or falsified by their captions.” 26 

According to Sontag, this explanation is very important because: “The understanding of war among 

people who have not experienced war is now chiefly a product of the impact of these images. 

Something becomes real—to those who are elsewhere, following it as "news"—by being 

                                                           

26
 Susan Sontag, Regarding the Pain of Others, New York, Picador, 2003, p.10 
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photographed.” 27 

Visuals, which create reality in the eyes of people, with respect to headlines and news reports in the 

studied newspapers are as follows:  

 

The visuals, which are chosen to be used in the newspaper, should be chosen on the basis of whether 

or not it reflects the truth.  For, the ethics of journalism requires the presentation of visual aids to be 

accurate and inclusive, and requires that the visuals are not manipulated by the new digital 

technologies.  

On 22 July 2014, in the news reports published in Hürriyet with the title “SHOOT, KILL, DANCE” and in 

Posta with the title “Massacre Dance”, a photograph, which was published by a French news agency, 

showing extreme rightist Israelis and soldiers dancing on a military area, was used as a visual 

material. Via this photograph, which is used without citing a reference, the perception of Israelis 

enjoying the killing actions is enforced. A similar photograph, which was published in Sözcü daily on 

22 July 2014 with the title “Massacre celebration at the border”, was used without giving any 

reference. 28  

                                                           

27
 Ibid., s.21 

28
 The news report, which was published in Takvim daily on 22 July 2014 with the title “Angel-Devil”, used the 

same photograph. It is not used in this study for the discriminatory discourse report, however it is identified as 
hate speech and analyzed in the first part of this report (p.46) 

86% 

14% 

The usage of visual in news items and headlines 

Yes No
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Another striking example is used in the news report titled "Shame on you!" at the back page of Sözcü 

published on 17 July 2014: 29 

 

                                                           

29
 The pixelization on the photograph is added by the Hrant Dink Foundation in order for the photograph to be 

used it in this report.  
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For the purpose of condemning Israel’s attacks on Gaza, while using an emotional headline and a 

large visual covering half of the page, the newspaper has published a wounded child’s photograph 

without any respect for the privacy of the child. They exposed the child’s body by instrumentalizing 

it. 

In order to prevent any manipulation the publications may cause, what and who is/are at the center 

of the chosen visuals are an important subject of study. During the study period, it is ascertained that 

a considerable number of visuals used in the newspapers are the photographs of the leaders:  

 

From the point of view of the newspapers we have studied, the fact that the images of leaders are 

used more than the total number of images of war and the civilians emphasizes the fact that leaders 

are the decision making mechanisms, and highlights their effects on the march of the event. 

Although the fact that the aforementioned decision making mechanisms are more visible is 

compatible with the natural flow of life, not seeing or not showing that these mechanisms could be 

independent of the people or society, and assessing people with their leaders could cause hatred and 

enmity against societies and nations. Anti-Semitism, which is done via holding Jews responsible for 

Israel’s foreign policy and practices, comes up to the fore by making generalization using “Jews” or 

“Israelis” instead of using  “State of Israel” or “Israel” or “Israel Defense Forces” or instead of 

expressing persons or institutions explicitly.  

Nevertheless, using the words “Jewish” or “Jew” as a generalization appears as using an inherent 

identity as an element of humiliation. Among the publications we have studied, with the use of the 

word “Jewish” in the news report titled “Return the Jewish Medal of Courage”, which was published 

in Hürriyet on 18 July 2014, is an example of this usage. This expression, which is originally used by 

Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, is brought forward via using it on the title and it is not preferred to use quotation 

marks in order to indicate that this expression was uttered by someone else.  

Soldiars 
4% 

United Nations - 
Euroean Union 

1% Other 
10% 

Protest 
7% 

Visuals of war, city 
and massacre 

21% 

Leaders 
41% 

Civilians 
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Similarly, the headline “It is obvious whose friend Tayyip, so-called friend of Palestine, actually is! HIS 

DIFFERENCE IS HIS MEDAL” of Sözcü published on 11 July 2014, evaluates the competition between 

the candidates during the presidential elections from the point of view of the side, they profess to 

advocate, on the Israel-Palestine war, and adds fuel to the flames of enmity created between 

different religious believers with the negative meanings attributed to the Jewish identity.  
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Without telling apart Judaism from Zionism, Israel from Jewish people, State of Israel from Israelis 

and jews around the world, and by preferring to designate all of them with the word “Jewish” creates 

a polarizing effect.  This situation causes expressions to be constituted by putting another nation, 

race, religion before Jews and via this way an “other” is created.  

In this sense, with regards to the study period it was important not to name people as the “Jew” or 

the “Muslim” in the publications about the operation State of Israel started, in order not to otherize. 

In following article titled “This is not a Jewish-Muslim problem” in Hürriyet on 21 July 2014, Mehmet 

Yılmaz criticized then-Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan: 

 

However, the criticisms on this subject do not prevent the habits of the media completely. The 

religious identities of the people, who are involved in the events the news is about, are still indicated. 

During the study period, in 64 news reports, the identities are made explicit by the expressions 

“Jewish” and “Muslim”.  
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Is there an emphasis on the “Muslim” or “Jewish” identities of people? 

Yes 64 

No 421 

During the research period in the studied newspapers, besides the articles containing the word 

“Jewish” in the content, there were articles, which stated that Jewish people should not be identified 

with the State of Israel. In Posta daily, Hakan Çelik’s article titled “Let’s combat hate speech” dated 

17 July 2014, Mehmet Coşkundeniz’s article titled “We should be silent when children are sleeping, 

not when they are dying!” dated 19 July 2014, and in Hürriyet daily, Ahmet Hakan’s article with the 

subheading “My Jewish Friend’s Manifesto” dated 18 July 2014, are examples to these cases.  

While both the Turkish words “Yahudi” and “Musevi” means “Jewish”, in 13 publications it is 

detected that instead of the Turkish word “Yahudi”, the word “Musevi” is preferred. In Turkish 

society there is a constant discussion as to whether or not these two Turkish words have different 

meanings. A similar debate goes on with the uses of the words “kadın” (i.e. woman) and “bayan” (i.e. 

Mrs/Miss) in Turkey. As people in Turkey believe that using the word “bayan” is more polite than 

using the word “kadın”, there is a belief that using the word “Musevi” is more polite. However, 

“Musevi” is not a way of addressing people as in the case of the word “bayan”. “Musevi” denotes the 

descendants of Prophet Moses and a monotheistic religion, as the word “Jewish” does. Since the 

word “Yahudi” is used in swears (e.g. “Jewish bastard”) and imputations (e.g. “the coward Jew”) 

throughout the history, in order not to declare a negative opinion, the word “Musevi” is preferred 

consciously or unconsciously. 

This dilemma in using the aforementioned words is found in Tulu Gümüştekin’s article titled “There Is 

No Time Left” published in Sabah daily on 16 July 2014. In Gümüştekin’s article, first the word 

“Musevi” is used like this: “Three Musevi (Jewish) kids are kidnapped and killed”. Afterwards, the 

word “Yahudi” is used in the expression “However, Palestinian authority does not command the 

Western Bank, and this is best known by Israel. For the sake of providing the security in Yahudi 

(Jewish) settlements, Western Bank has been transformed into a series of small cantons disconnected 

from each other.” 

Jews of Turkey faces the similar dilemma. One of the situations that causes this dilemma is that the 

institution of the Chief Rabbinate, which represents the community although it is not a legal entity, 

and the leaders of the community use the word “Musevi” when expressing themselves and also use 

it in the names of their institutions (e.g. Türkiye Musevi Cemaati [Turkish Jewish Community], Türkiye 

Musevi Cemaati Başkanı [President of the Turkish Jewish Community], 500. Yıl Vakfı Türk Musevileri 

Müzesi [The Quincentenial Foundation Museum of Turkish Jews]) 

Naming and not-naming like these depend on different reasons, and implicitly or explicitly serve hate 

speech and anti-Semitism. For example, while the State of Israel and Israelis are undoubtedly named 

as “Yahudi” (Jewish), there is reference to Palestine’s and Palestinians’ being “Muslim” yet there are 
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no expressions emphasizing their “Arab” identity. Not making an emphasis that would evoke hostility 

and negative meanings attributed to Arabs in society, and instead of this, preferring the emphasis of 

Islam which is a uniting concept, create a polarization between the Islamic world and the Jewish 

world and indicates who should take which side in the debate.  

At certain points, perpetrators and victims are also named. Even though “State of Israel” is shown as 

the perpetrator in 69% of the studied publications, in the contents that the perpetrators are not 

expressed clearly, the use of words like “vile, relentless, ferocious, barbarian, monster, villain, tyrant, 

cruel, gawur, crusader, worse than Hitler, bloodthirsty, occupant, murderer, assailant, Zionist, blind to 

reality, state of terror, wild, tyrant, bully” is observed.   

Naming of the victims can be said to be more multifarious. For the victims are named as “Gaza” in 

19% of the studied publications, “people of Palestine” in 16%, “Palestinians” in 12% and “children” in 

12% of the publications. In 22% of the publications, no explicit expression is used for the victims. By 

looking at these data, it can be said that victims are most frequently named with the word “Gaza”, 

the name of a city, and an inexplicit expression is preferred.   

While associating the relation between the perpetrator and the victim, religious concepts are often 

mentioned. Since the incident in our study happened to be during Ramadan, references to the month 

of Ramadan and the related concepts like “fasting”, “iftar” (i.e. the evening meal in Ramadan), 

“sahur” (i.e. meal eaten before starting fasting in Ramadan) are often used. During the study period, 

we have detected 54 publications (11.13%) coded with religious references in our study publications. 

There were some circumstances in which this coding is accepted within the natural flow of life, and 

must be used in writing the news report because these were about the content of an event. For 

example, in the news article titled “A prayer bridge from Gaziosmanpaşa to Gaza” of Sabah daily 

dated 19 July 2014, these expressions had to be used, because the news report was about the iftar 

meal: 

“Municipality of Gaziosmanpaşa hosted thousands of people on a street iftar. During the iftar meal, 5 

thousand people of Gaziosmanpaşa prayed for the Muslims slayed in Gaza.” 

On the same date, a similar situation arose in the news report in Hürriyet, which was published with 

the signature Ankara-DHA and with the title “Friday protest”: 
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A young Palestinian man performed the Friday prayer. During the Friday prayer, which men took 

stand in the front and women took stand at the back, Mustafa Kır, the Ankara provincial chairman of 

Memur-Sen (i.e. the Union of Civil Officers), read a text for a sermon on the back of a pickup truck. Kır 

said: ‘Israel enjoys killing. The friends of a Muslim are the Muslims, Allah and the messenger of Allah. 

It is time to protect our brothers and sisters. Everyone in the Embassy of Israel must leave Turkey as 

soon as possible. Everybody has an account to settle but Allah keeps an account too.’ After the 

prayer, the group shouted slogans like ‘Go away from Ankara, you murderous Israel’, ‘Murderous 

embassy, murderers’ home’, ‘Close the Zionist embassy’, and ‘Salutations to Hamas, let’s continue the 

resistance’”. 

On the other hand, in some cases it is observed that the use of these words are not contextual, the 

words are coded as religious references and as to produce provocative effects. 30 For example in 

Okan Müderrisoğlu’s article titled “Israel!!!” published in Sabah on 19 July 2014, these expressions 

were used: 

“They exploit the civil war in Syria, the chaos in Iraq, the coup in Egypt, and shed blood and tears with 

the support of the diaspora. They do not care about Ramadan, religious holiday, holy day, and holy 

space. They make use of the hypocrisy of the Islamic countries, and the balkanization based on 

Shi’ism and Wahabism.”  

                                                           

30
 There have been cases of this before. As well as emphasizing that state of Israel attacked in the month of 

Ramadan during this operation, for example that in 1973, the armies of Egypt and Syria attacked Israel in Yom 
Kippur, one of the most important Jewish holiday, is always stated with the emphasis on Yom Kippur.  



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: May – August 2014 

 

82 

 

Within this period, there have been religious references by making assessments about holy books 

and its interpretations. For example, Nuriye Akman in her column article titled “The Promised Land” 

published in Zaman on 22 July 2014, used these expressions by giving reference to the Old 

Testament: 

“As a Muslim, I believe in the promise of Allah to become the hand that holds, foot that walks and eye 

that sees for those who believe and do good deeds. Since those who mortify the flesh would not 

languish, then I must turn my own self completely into a promised holy space. So a Jew, who wants to 

discuss this topic sincerely, probably would support me by indicating that in the book of Micah of the 

Old Testament, those who use force in the wrong way, and especially those who dispossess others’ 

land and houses, are condemned. And she would rhapsodize that it is suggested there to walk 

unpretentiously with Allah, do the right things and be nice to other people. Then I would ask her 

‘Doesn’t the word prayer, according to the psalms, mean to search for Allah and get off one’s chest in 

front of Allah?’ Then she would say ‘Yes’ with her eyes glowing. So I would say ‘Then let’s pray with 

our hearts and souls to serve Allah as it is asked in the Old Testament.’” 

Nevertheless, the references to the Holocaust and the Genocide are important in terms of the 

readings related to anti-Semitism. For after the World War II, the Holocaust and the establishment of 

the State of Israel, the contemporary anti-Semitism is associated with these themes. As Rıfat Bali, 

who evaluates anti-Semitism in contemporary Turkey, says that the theme that “State of Israel, 

which was established by oppressed people that had suffered genocide, transformed into tyrants and 

has carried out genocide and state terror” and together with another theme which is an analogy of 

the previous one:  “Even Hitler did not treat Jews as cruelly as the State of Israel treats the Palestinian 

people” are frequently revived. 31 

These types of articles were published within the study period. For example, Taha Akyol in his article 

titled “Hitler and the Jews” in Hürriyet dated 14 July 2014, stated, under the subheading “And the 

Israel tyranny”, that the State of Israel, which was established as a reaction to Hitler’s cruelty, is not 

peaceful. Similarly, in the same newspaper, Ertuğrul Özkök uses these expressions in his article titled 

“I was so naïve, and they were so realistic” dated 20 July 2014:   

“I hoped that in the funeral of those 3 kids they would not vow to take revenge but would take an 

oath for peace… It would have been proper of the people of Moses… Of the children and 

grandchildren of people, who had themselves suffered the worst of the genocides…” 

Besides some columnists’ referring to Hitler and Holocaust, and using them for comparison, some 

cases, in which Hitler and Holocaust were directly the subject of the news report, were also detected. 

Within the study period, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan used these expressions regarding Hitler and 

Holocaust in his speeches:  

                                                           

31
 Rıfat N. Bali, Toplu Makaleler-II Türkiye’de Antisemitizm ve Komplo Kültürü, İstanbul, Libra Yayınları, 2013, 

s.134 
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“They react negatively when I compare what has been happening there with Hitler’s atrocities. For 

God’s sake, what is the difference between what Israel does and what Hitler did? Actually, Israelis 

should be pleased with this comparison I make. You, the government of Israel, you are treating 

Palestinians worse than Hitler treated your ancestors. As it was a genocide, so it was a bigger 

genocide than what you are doing.” 32 

Although these statements, which were expressed by then-Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, do 

not belong directly within the area of investigation of this report, how these words and comparisons 

are used by the media when they are reported, is important. For example, while reporting Recep 

Tayyip Erdoğan’s expressions in Hürriyet dated 20 July 2014, the expression “They are ahead of Hitler 

in barbarity” is preferred in the title and quotation marks are not used to emphasize that these 

words belong to someone else. Consequently, the title repeated the comparison made and 

contributed to the proliferation of the discourse.  

Citations made and references chosen are political in the way the words and language are. When 

journalists make this choice, they actually know for whom they are writing and take their readers 

into consideration. Robert E. Park, in his book “The Journalist and the Sociologist” states: “All the 

journalists must know the public, and must know how to present the events without polishing or 

interpreting them for the need to make the events more understandable and readable for the readers 

they present the news.”33 Otherwise, the objectivity, informative nature and factuality of the articles 

and publications would be damaged.  

All these examples, lines we have read, news and information we have got from the media, have 

undisputable importance. For these have the power to influence and manipulate. The person would 

combine these with her past knowledge and information, and then reach a conclusion. As the 

discourse analyst Van Dick states, the issue is not only about the text. The mode of being influenced 

depends on who reads the text; what people understand from the text is related with what kind of 

information they got in their past. In this sense, the ideology is also an important factor. 34  

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

Has anti-Semitism been adapted as an ideology in Turkey? Does media have a role in proliferation of 

anti-Semitism? 
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"Başbakan Erdoğan Hatay'da konuştu”, Posta, 20 Temmuz 2014. Last access: 24 Aralık 2014. 
http://www.posta.com.tr/siyaset/HaberDetay/Basbakan-Erdogan-Hatay-da-konustu.htm?ArticleID=236996 
33

 Robert E.Park, Le journaliste et le sociologue, Seuil, Paris, 2008, s.96 
34

 Van Teun A. Dijk, “Discourse And Power”, Nefret Suçları Ve Nefret Söylemi, İstanbul: Uluslararası Hrant Dink 
Vakfı Yayınları, 2010, p.25 
 



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: May – August 2014 

 

84 

 

Even though it is not possible to answer these questions based on the limited period our research 

was examining and specific publications we have read, it has been an undeniable fact that there is 

anti-Semitism in Turkey. This situation becomes concrete sometimes in the halva made for the spirit 

of Hitler, and sometimes in a threating message sent for a member of the Jewish community. With 

concretization and realizing in an action, anti-Semitism appears as a crime of racism.  

There is no single, all-encompassing definition of anti-Semitism. Anti-Semitism is accepted as a type 

of crime, but is not criminalized and hence there is no punishment for it in some countries and in 

Turkey.  In Turkey, where there has been no single definition of anti-Semitism, it is not considered as 

a human rights violation but rather a problem of the Jews. However anti-Semitism not only concerns 

the Jews but also the entire society and the state, because anti-Semitism has caused following 

events, unsolved murders and deaths in Turkey:  

In 1934, Jewish neighborhoods were looted, women were raped and Thrace Jews’ houses and 

business places, who were suspected to be the “fifth column”, were attacked in Edirne, Çanakkale, 

Uzunköprü, and Kırklareli of the Thrace region. After these attacks, Jews left their homes and 

businesses, and ran away from the region. However, even after the flight of large sections of the 

community, anti-Semitist attacks continued to occur for instance in Edirne. In 1988, an attack to the 

Great Synagogue of Edirne that is being restored today, was organized and some religious icons were 

stolen. In September 6, 1986, there was an attack to the Neve Shalom Synagogue in İstanbul and 21 

people were killed. Neve Shalom Synagogue became the target once again together with the Beth 

Israel Synagogue in 15 November 2003, and 27 people were killed by two different bomb attacks. 

During the same year in August, dentist Yasef Yahya was killed in his clinic, the perpetrator was found 

but the facts behind scenes were not uncovered. As in the murder of Yasef Yahya, some cases of 

suicide and murder were not solved and suspicion remained as to whether anti-Semitism was the 

cause of these events. 35 

There were cases in which the Jews of Turkey has shared the same victimhood with other non-

Muslim minorities, and anti-Semitism was a part of hatred of minorities: In the May of 1941, non-

Muslims from 20 different military recruitment periods were conscripted for “caution” and employed 

for an undefined period for public works as soldiers. With the discriminatory tax practices of the Law 

of Wealth Tax passed on 11 November 1942, they suffered financial losses and faced intensive moral 

coercion. During the 6-7 September events, their businesses and houses were attacked.   

As the 6-7 September events were provoked by a news report, serious provocations, which might 

cause / fuel anti-Semitism, might be created by the media. However the nature of these provocations 

might be different during different periods. For this reason it is plausible to say that there is not only 

one type of anti-Semitism. Anti-Semitism has persisted throughout the history by changing its 

indicators. For example, in the past the power and target of this enmity was Judaism, today it is 

known to be the State of Israel rather due to social and ethnological causes. 
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As long as Jewishness is defined by a series of qualities, which generally have negative meanings, it is 

observed that anti-Semitism would diversify and would be expressed by different forms.  

This reality was also exposed in previous reports of the Hrant Dink Foundation. The reports show that 

Jewish identity is one of the three identities facing hate speech the most (together with Armenians 

and Christians). According to these reports, hate speech directed at the Jewish identity is detected in 

57 articles and news reports in September - August 2013 Report, in 75 items in January - April 2014 

Report, and in 130 items in the first part of this May - August 2014 Report. This data show that hate 

speech directed at the Jewish identity in the media is continuous and independent of the political 

agenda.  

Manifestations of anti-Semitism are constant from past to present. Whereas this type of 

manifestations occur with incidents that target the State of Israel perceived as a Jewish society, there 

are other types that the criticisms of the State of Israel, which transform into anti-Semitism, and 

target all the Jews. In this sense from the point of view of the aspect and the study period, it is 

important that the State of Israel’s neither deeds nor misdeeds should be correlated with Judaism. 

That the key element of the news relating to the attacks on Gaza in the media should not be Judaism 

and the Jews, becomes a current issue at this point.  

Nevertheless, in frequent polarizing expressions in some newspapers, which are not included in this 

research, there is usually a mention of the theme of “Zionism” and by misinterpreting this concept it 

is wrongly correlated with anti-Semitism.  Nora Şeni, in her article published in Radikal newspaper, 

expresses that this situation is a historical and a chronological mistake: “As well as it is not possible to 

perceive anti-Semitism with Zionism synchronously, it is also impossible to come up with an equation 

‘Zionism creates anti-Semitism’. As is known, in order to exist anti-Semitism did not wait Zionism to 

arise, that is to say the end of the 19th century. Anti-Semitism took over anti-Judaism, which has its 

origins in the first centuries of Christianity and in the hate, which blames Jews for killing Jesus. During 

this take over, the discourse, which legitimizes and “justifies” the hate, is no longer a religious 

discourse, and started to search for ‘its truth’ in ‘science’ and tried to prove that it is reasonable. It 

started to search for Jewish physical traits (hair, nose, etc.) and defined the concept of race with 

anatomical traits, and developed fictitious concepts of master race and sub-race. It came up as a 

product of the urge for ‘rationalizing’ the hate for Jews based on religion (Christian).” 36 

The urge to “rationalize” anti-Semitism affects the Jews and results in different reactions. For 

example, in one of his articles, politician and activist Daniel Cohn-Bendit, who himself is a German 

Jew and whose identity is also questioned because of his statements on peace, reminds Jean-Paul 

Sartre’s analysis, which states “anti-Semitism is what makes me a Jew” and adds: “Those, who make 

me a Jew, are the others.” 37 
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