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Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: January - December 2014

MONITORING HATE SPEECH IN THE MEDIA

In Turkey, we frequently witness the use of biased, prejudiced and discriminatory language in the
media. The provocative, racist and discriminatory language used by the media — in particular in the
headlines and news headings — become an instrument that entrenches stereotypes and fuels feelings
of hostility and discrimination in society. Despite the fact that there are universal and national
principles of journalism and that some media organizations have even issued their own code of
ethics, many journalistic end products happen to violate these principles. The use of such language
entrenches unrest in society as well as a widespread prejudice against vulnerable groups. Targeted
individuals and groups become restless and silent and are forced to renounce their rights to
participate in social and political life, something that is a sine qua non for democracy. Such
provocative and stigmatizing use of language can sometimes result in attacks on the members or
gathering places of marginalized and antagonized groups.

At the core of hate speech lies prejudice, racism, xenophobia, partiality, discrimination, sexism and
homophobia. Factors such as cultural identities as well as group characteristics influence the use of
hate speech; yet certain circumstances such as rising nationalism or intolerance towards what is
different further increases hate speech as well as its impact.

Due to various reasons, Turkey has recently been witnessing polarization between various segments
of society; thus intolerance towards the different, the “other”, is becoming more and more
widespread. Conflicts in Southeast Anatolia ongoing for about 30 years, the sudden demographic
change in Turkey caused by the forced displacement of people due to the conflict, as well as
economic, social and cultural conflicts have all played a role in the escalation of tension between
communities. On the other hand, presenting democratization efforts such as the initiatives in
minority rights and inter-religious dialogue as well as the Cyprus Question debate as “plots on Turkey
by foreign powers” also nurture polarization and enmity. Furthermore, the developments in the
Middle East, discussions around Kurdish and Armenian Questions and peace process currently on the
agenda causes those people and institutions, who have suggestions for solutions, to be targeted and
certain ethnic groups to be portrayed as enemies. Such discourse, generated by particular
publications with opposite standpoints, sets the ground for a conflictual atmosphere. Finally, the way
the Taksim Gezi Park protests were covered in newspapers was important, as it revealed how media
can intensify polarization in society.

As a result of this frequent use of discriminatory language by the media, the manifestation of hostile
perceptions and attitudes towards different groups and individuals, who are known or assumed to be
members of such groups, has become an important and ever-growing problem in Turkey. Even
opinion leaders such as government officials, opposition leaders and public servants have no qualms
when it comes to using such racist and discriminating language. As is well known, the frequent
allegation by the government officials that the Taksim Gezi Park protests were organized by foreign
powers and the “interest rate lobby” caused certain groups, in particular Jews, to be targeted.

The media (press), often dubbed the fourth estate, is one of the most effective cultural conductors.
Therefore, as much as it has the power to highlight diversity and difference, it can also be extremely
instrumental and guiding in terms of spreading and banalizing a conflict. If the media behaves
irresponsible and careless, it can very easily trigger, nurture and strengthen racism and hatred
between people, and worst of all, it can legitimize and justify such attitudes.

1
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For many years, the media in Turkey has been one of the active sources of nationalistic and
discriminatory discourse. Such journalistic practices substantially contribute to polarization in society.
When we look into some of the hate crimes that took place in recent years, it becomes easier to
understand the impact of the media. Yasin Hayal, who is on trial as the instigator of the Hrant Dink
murder, said in his statement that, “He did not know Hrant Dink personally, but had read in
newspapers that he was an enemy of the Turks.” The person who is accused of attacking the priest of
the Church of St. Sophia in Izmir in December 2007 stated that he did the attack to become a hero
like Oglin Samast. One of the main objectives of the Hrant Dink Foundation, which was founded after
the murder of Hrant Dink for the purpose of carrying on his dreams, ideals and struggle, is to
contribute to ending the polarization and enmity in society.

MONITORING HATE SPEECH IN NATIONAL
AND LOCAL NEWSPAPERS IN TURKEY

Aim and scope of the study

The overarching aim of the study ‘Media Watch on Hate Speech’ is to contribute to combating racism,
discrimination and intolerance in Turkey. Taking into account the importance of civilian oversight on
the media, as one of the instruments for producing and reproducing racism, discrimination and
alienation, the specific goal of this study is to foster newspapers’ respect for human rights and
differences, draw attention to the discriminatory language and hate speech targeted towards
people and groups about their certain identity characteristics and thereby raise awareness.

In the long run, the study aims to support non-governmental organizations in combating hate speech,
enhancing media watch skills, and working together systematically to ensure that the media respects
social and cultural diversity and upholds equality in its language and methods.

Within the framework of the “Media Watch on Hate Speech”, the national and local press are
scanned, news and opinion columns that feature discriminatory, alienating and target-making
discourse are identified, analyzed and brought to public attention through reports and the website
www.nefretsoylemi.org. The content provided on the project website is also shared through

Facebook® and Twitter’. The report is sent to non-governmental organizations, media organizations
and journalism-related professional organizations and also published on our website.

Apart from monitoring newspapers, the project aims to raise awareness about hate speech by
organizing research meetings, conferences, seminars and trainings with NGO representatives, jurists,
academics, professional organizations and journalists. In this context, international panel discussions
are held and meetings on hate speech are organized at universities to facilitate the discussion of
project findings in order to inform people about the concept of “hate speech”, to provide
opportunities for discussion of possible ways and methods of countering discriminatory and racist

! https://www.facebook.com/medyadanefretsoylemi
2 https://twitter.com/NefretSoylemi


http://www.nefretsoylemi.org/

Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: January - December 2014

discourse and to encourage a more conscious and respectful language towards human rights issues
and minorities in the media. We hold panel discussions in participation with internationally acclaimed
academics working in the field, we organize meetings on hate speech in universities whereby project
findings are discussed based on specific cases.

Furthermore, we take initiatives that there are lectures on hate speech, and there are theses and
dissertations that study hate speech. In the year of 2012, in close cooperation with academicians and
representatives of non-governmental organizations, we prepared a draft of a one-semester syllabus
named “Discrimination, Hate Speech and Media” and shared it with academicians. In this period, in
line of the feedback from those academicians, we are working towards improving the content of the
syllabus and for its application in universities.

In parallel with the curriculum studies, a multi-authored book that serves as a supplementary source
for the syllabus and as an introductory source for the general reader, “Media and Hate Speech:
Concepts, Outlets, Discussions®, was published in December 2013. The book was prepared in
editorship of Mahmut Cinar, published with a preface by Fuat Keyman and has the potential to be a
reference work in this field.

Methodology

Within the scope of the media monitoring work focusing on hate speech, all national newspapers
and approximately 500 local newspapers are scanned based on pre-determined keywords (e.g.
collaborator, Turcophobe, separatist etc.) via the media monitoring center.

While the main focus has been on hate speech based on national, ethnic and religious identity, sexist
and homophobic discourse were also examined within the scope of the monitoring work. In this
study, we mainly used the critical discourse analysis method, as well as other associated techniques,
commonly used in media studies. In line with the characteristics of news pieces, textual and
iconographic (photographs, pictures and other illustrations) context analyses were carried out. In
order to determine specific indicators for the content and discourse of the news, first, we conducted
guantitative analyses that manifested where (on which newspapers), how and through which sources
hate speech was constructed and who were targeted via these news.

We based our definition of hate speech on the 1997 Recommendation on hate speech accepted by
the Committee of the Ministers of the Council of Europe. Hate speech, as defined by the Council of
Europe, “covers all forms of expression which spread, incite, promote or justify racial hatred,
xenophobia, anti-Semitism or other forms of hatred based on intolerance, including: intolerance
expressed by aggressive nationalism and ethnocentrism, discrimination and hostility against
minorities, migrants and people of immigrant origin.”

In accordance with the purpose and scope explained above, news articles identified as featuring hate
speech are divided into categories based on qualitative characteristics of the adopted discourse.
Based on previously conducted international scientific studies, and in consideration of the country-
specific lingual and cultural differences, hateful discourse has categories as follows:

1) Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion: Any discourse that features negative generalization,

3 http://www.hrantdink.org/?Publications=7&id=902&Lang=
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distortion, exaggeration or negative attribution targeting a community as a whole, based on a specific
individual or event (e.g. “Turkey is drowned into the sound of bells!”).

2) Blasphemy / Insult / Degradation: Any discourse that contains direct swearing, insult or
denigration (e.g. use of words such as ‘treacherous’, ‘dog’, ‘mud-blood’, etc.).

3) Enmity / War Discourse: Any discourse that includes hostile, war-mongering expressions about a
community (e.g. tyranny of Gawurs)

4) Use of inherent identity as an element of hate or humiliation / Symbolization: Any discourse that
uses various aspects of one’s natural identity as an element of hate, humiliation or symbolization
(e.g. use of phrases with negative connotations such as “your mother is Armenian any way” or “is
your surname Davutoglu or Davutyan?”).

DISCRIMINATORY DISCOURSE FILE SUBJECTS

As of 2013, discriminatory discourse reports have been added to the periodical reports on hate
speech covering a period of four months. Focusing on a certain subject matter, a specific research
method is determined and a discriminatory discourse analysis is performed. The aim of these
analyses is to uncover pieces of discourse that are formulated in a relatively implicit manner and that
covertly convey discriminating or alienating messages.

In 2013, the first media study on discriminatory discourse involved the examination of discourse
constructed around the Black Sea visit of the People’s Democratic Congress (HDK) members that
included deputies from the Peace and Democracy Party (BDP). In that study, all news stories and
opinion columns, in February 15 - 28, 2013 covering this event in Bizim Karadeniz, Taka, Cumhuriyet,
Harriyet, Sabah, and Zaman were analyzed".

For the second report of 2013, all news articles and opinion columns published during the first week
of the Gezi Park events from June 1-7, 2013 in Habertiirk, Hiirriyet, Ozgiir Giindem, Radikal, Sabah,
Sozcl, Taraf, Yeni Safak, and Zaman dailies monitored and analyzed using content analysis and
discourse analysis methods”.

For the September-December 2013 period, Alevism was chosen to be the subject matter due to the
high number of references made to it in the media as part of the contemporary politics. In relation to
the subject Birgiin, Habertiirk, Hiirriyet, Milliyet, Ozgiir Giindem, Star, S6zcii, Yeni Safak, Yurt, and
Zaman dailies were monitored®.

For the first period of 2014, the subject matter of this report is determined to be the April 24, which
is the 1915 Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day. Taking this date as the baseline, all the news
articles and columns published between April 22-26, 2014 in 8 newspapers among which were
Aydinlik, Birgiin, Habertiirk, Hirriyet, Radikal, Sabah, Tiirkiye and Zaman were monitored and
analyzed. The method used in this study as well as the findings can be found with the title
“Discriminatory Discourse in Print Media” in the second part of this report.

4 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/Ocak-Nisan-2013-NS-Rapor-Final.pdf

5 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/mayis-agustos-rapor-final.pdf

6 http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/Eylul-Aralik2013_nefretsoylemi_ayrimcisoylem_raporu.pdf
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PART I
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FINDINGS

During the four months covering January — February — March — April 2014 of the “Monitoring Hate
Speech in Media” study, 188 opinion columns and news articles were identified as targeting national,
ethnic and religious groups.

In this period consisting of the first four months of 2014, the increase in the number of instances of
hate speech has continued. The mentioned increase is not in comparison to the last one year period
but also in comparison with the same period in previous years as well: while the number of instances
of hate speech was 114 in the first four months of 2012, 104 instances were studied in the same
period of 2013. If we think that the periods covering the same months cover events independent of
up-to-date developments, then from the way the topics, the details of which will be given below, are
handled it will not be wrong to conclude that hate speech is gradually increasing.

As is seen every December and January, the Christmas season was discussed by generating hate
speech for Christians (and sometimes for Jews as well) by publications, which frequently allowed for
religious references. While expressing that different religions have different religious festivals and
other types of celebrations are not accepted by some interpretations of religion is a matter of free
speech, the way the newspapers approach it with expressions like, “the festival of the western mind
which has no qualms about killing, stealing from and raping the oppressed” (Bartin Pusula, January, 1
2014) becomes a situation of insult and swearing. Hate speech about this topic is mostly seen in the
way newspapers (re)produce and circulate hate speech by quoting the comments of certain local
groups about Christmas season. As we have expressed in previous reports, it is quite possible to say
that this discourse of publications appealing to a limited geographic location has a more direct and
hence more dangerous impact on the people living in that geography.

In addition to Christmas season, April 24 and Khojaly commemorations were other headlines that
specify the groups about which hate speech specifically target’. Another hot topic of debate was the
dispute between the Gilen Congregation and Erdogan Government. Through congregation, hate
speech generally targeted Christians, Jews and Western civilizations. Although “Gezi Protesters” has
found its place in hate speech context since June Resistance, the use of expression has decreased in
this period, yet groups that were hard to be identified clearly like Masons, communists and “Gezi

nn

Protesters”” were targeted by hate speech during this period as well. That hate speech had been

accepted as illicit within the legislation was the other topic that continued to be discussed.

Although monitored articles are classified in accordance with the above-mentioned categories,
during this period it was observed that the use of “conspiracy theories” was an important tool in
generating hate speech. An approach that saw every topic as a conspiracy of different religious and
ethnic groups and isolated these from the historical context and has not taken into account the cause
and effect relation, circulated erudition without any reliable reference.

Although there was an increase in the number of items that generated hate speech, the number of
groups that were targeted did not increase significantly. Out of the 21 different groups, 9 of them
were subjected to hate speech in only one item, 4 of them were subjected to hate speech in two

" You can read the analysis of discriminatory discourse regarding the news on April 24 Armenian Genocide
Remembrance Day, on the second part of this report.
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items, 1 group was targeted in three and 7 of them were targeted in five and more items. As in
recent reports, the groups that are less often subjected to hate speech were not categorized under
the “Others” category, in an effort to portray the variability/versatility of the target groups according
to the context.

While those groups that are targeted in singular examples are dealt with periodic events and even
more than that with an incidental example, it is possible to speak of systematic hate speech and
conscious hostile attitude towards those frequently targeted groups in different publications. As it
was indicated in previous reports, the fact that certain groups remain targeted for an extended
period of time through great number of news items, not only shows the vulnerability of these groups
to hate speech but also presents deep-seated and persisting effort of antagonizing those groups.
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Looking at the common qualities of target groups, religious identity stands out as the primary cause
for generating hate speech during this period. Hate speech is generated for 11 different groups of
non-Muslim, non-Sunni or disbelievers in 220 items, whereas 10 groups are targeted in 30 items
due to their ethnic and national identity. The items studied in the latter category include 10 items,
which contain hate speech towards the Kurdish population, and this shows a decrease compared to
the items found in the previous period (14 items). However, even if not directed towards the Kurdish
population, the existence of hostile discourse towards Kurdish politicians should be taken into
consideration. Mehmet Tiirker’s article titled “Kurdish Show in CNNTURK!..” published in Sézcii in
April 4 comes as an appropriate exemplar of this behavior. Although it is not listed under hate
speech, and though Kurdish language and the name “Kurdish” are not used, the author uses
alienating and hostile expressions towards Kurdish people over Cizre Municipal co-president Leyla
imret: “she wore a waistband knitted in yellow-red-green which are known to be the colors of PKK”,

” "

“what this woman did was a defiance”, “what she did on a national TV was an open incitation”, “I
wonder if Kurdism has a privilege.” In the same way, although it does not target Kurdish people
directly, in an article titled “BDP and HDP: As elections comes” by Muharrem Balatekin in Konya
Postasi newspaper in March 21, expressions like “a racist political party that defends Kurdish
nationalism”, “It is extremely natural for people in Ordu and Giresun to react BDP and HDP. The
events in Fethiye can also be assessed in a similar way... As people’s wound has still been open and as
what happened yesterday is still too close, BDP and HDP should not expect tolerance from the
people” approve and encourage violent acts. As we have expressed above, although the hostile
expressions in the articles are not evaluated within the hate speech because that they are towards
political institutions not directly towards ethnic groups, we have to underline those expressions

because there could be extremely negative consequences.

Another point to underline is that hate speech is usually generated towards more than one group.
After sorting the hate speech over the groups, out of 188 context examined, 251 discourse of hate
speech are encountered. However, we have to point out that this distribution is more or less equal:
while hate speech is generated for more than one group (between two and four groups) in 124
items, there are expressions containing hate speech for only one group in 127 items. The most
important determinants of this distribution, as we have expressed above, are the April 24 and
Khojaly commemorations. When we examine the contexts that handle this topic, we have seen that
there are 59 items that generate hate speech towards only Armenians. The remaining 68 items are
distributed among 13 groups. In relation to hate speech, the groups mostly bound to each other are
Christians and Jews. When Christians are considered with other groups, 23 items out of 24 items
contain hate speech towards Jews as well. It is also notable that Armenians and Kurdish people are
the other two groups that are bound together in generating hate speech.

During the period of January — April 2014, a majority of the items identified as containing hate
speech were published in the national press, as in the previous periods; yet the difference is much
smaller as compared to previous periods. Of the 188 items studied within the framework of the
study, 96 (51.07%) of them were published in 17 different national newspapers. The remaining 92
articles (48.93%) were published in 63 different local newspapers. As is seen in previous periods,
the number of items published in local newspapers showed a gradual increase, for the last three
periods the number of items increased from 24 to 39 and during this period the number increased to

63. It is not wrong to say that this increase is NOT due to the increase in the number of publications
8
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publishing items with hate speech rather the amount of usage of hate speech is gradually increasing
in the local publications. Therefore, the aforementioned increase points to a dangerous situation.
When we examined the distribution of hate speech with respect to the regions/cities, the Karadeniz
(Black Sea) region is the leader with 12 different local newspapers. The items with hate speech in
local newspapers showed an increase both on a percentage basis (40%-48.9%) and in the number of
items (56-92). However, this increase is quite less in national press (81-96 items) and showed a
decrease on a percentage basis (60%-51%).

Similar to previous periods, it is observed that hate speech was mainly generated within opinion
columns. Of the items studied, opinion columns constituted 113 items, whereas news items
constituted 62 of the grand total. Under different headings, hate speech is seen in six items that
target readers’ or specialists’ contributions. It is seen that four previously published articles were
recirculated on a page titled “50 Years Ago” in Kibris Halkinin Sesi. On the other hand, while passing
on some historical information, hate speech was generated on a page titled “Time Tunnel” in Yeni
Cag newspaper and “History from Cukurova to World” in Adana Ekspres newspaper.

In Turkish media, the groups towards whom hate speech, animosity and attempts at alienation were
directed towards most often did not change during this period. During the period consisting of the
first four months of the year, hate speech primarily targeted Armenians with 75 items. While, with
66 items, Jews were the second group targeted, Christians were the third with 45 items. These were
followed by 21 items for Rims, 10 items for Kurds and eight items for the British who have been
exposed to hate speech.

While preparing the Hate Speech Report, one of the points to be investigated was how to draw the
boundaries between criticizing the politics of the countries and hate speech towards the nations of
these countries. However, especially the article titled “Why didn’t Fetullah Giilen issue a message of
condolence for Burak?” ® written by Hasan Karakaya on Yeni Akit newspaper in March 14, 2014 had
the characteristics that presented those boundaries. In the article mentioning June Resistance and
Fethullah Gllen, by making numerous references to Israel about the events that had taken place in
the country, he was placing the Jews of Turkey in a vulnerable position and opening them to
violence.

During the study period, it was seen that generalizations used in headings promoted generation of
hate speech. When the actions taken by “Armenia” and “Israel” were reflected by expressions like
“Jewish cruelty” or “Armenian atrocity”, these were evaluated within the hate speech list.

Another example that showed how political criticism crossed its boundaries into hate speech was a
news article titled “Christian barbarity in Central Africa” on Yeni Akit newspaper in February 7, 2014.
Bringing Christians to the fore in the heading of the news article that reported an interreligious war
within the region, causes partial reflection of the topic and instigation of hostile feelings on the
readers.

For the items studied, we came across the following distribution of hate speech categorized by target
groups:

& Name was written as “Fetullah” in the original title, so it is used in the same way within the report. I.E.S.
9
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Graph 3°

Hate Speech per Target Group

In addition to these, similar to previous reports, 34 news articles and opinion columns that contain
hate speech towards women and LGBTI individuals were not included in the statistical analyses and
were evaluated separately in the second section. Three items with discriminatory content that laid
the groundwork for hate speech were also evaluated in the same section.

Distribution of Content According to Type, Newspaper and Categories

Hate speech was generated most often in opinion columns during this period (60.1%) as in previous
periods, and an increase was observed in the amount of hate speech within content of the news type
(32.9%). Other content consisted of readers’ or specialists’ contribution pages (3.19%) and
publications grouped under the “Other” category (3.72%). While 45.12% of the news items were
anonymously written (28 news articles) one news item was published with the city it was reported
from, seven news items used the phrase “News Center” and six news items were published with a
“news agency”. Whereas the number of the news items published with the reporter’s name on the
article was 21; 28 news items were prepared relying on their own human resources. This situation
puts forward the importance of both the language and the agency journalism must look after and the
education of the reporters. While ihlas News Agency (iHA) was the only agency that was shown as

% As an item may target more than one group, the total number of items targeting each group (220) is more
than the total number of items (188).
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the reference to the news, it should be added that all the news with iHA as source were seen in local
press.

Graph 4

Hate Speech per Type of Items
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During this period, hate speech was generated almost equally by the national and local press.
Whereas national press generated 96 items with hate speech, which is 51.07% of the total, local
press generated 92 items and the percentage is raised to 48.93%.

Graph 5
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As in the previous periods, the first one among the national newspapers where hate speech was
most often generated was Yeni AKkit (22 issues, 22.91%). Although the number of news items
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increased by one item, there was a 7 percent increase in the content consisting of hate speech
published in the newspaper. Yeni Akit was followed by Milli Gazete with 16 issues (16.66%); Takvim
and Yeni Mesaj shared the same place in the list by 10 items (10.41%). Following these newspapers,
Yeni Cag had 8 items that contained hate speech (8.33%), Ortadogu had 7 (7.29%), Once Vatan had 6
(6.25%), Anayurt had 5 (5.20%), Milat had 3 (3.12%), Zaman had 2 (2.08%), and Aksam, Bizim
Anadolu, Bugiin, Sabah, Sozcii, Tiirkiye and Yeni Safak had one item (1.04%) that generated hate
speech. There has been a serious decrease in Yeni Safak newspaper which had generated 13 items
that contained hate speech during the previous report term, in the same way there has been an
approximately 50 percent decrease in the number of items in Ortadogu that generated hate speech.
On the other hand, the number of items increased from 3 to 8 in Yeni Cag newspaper. During this
period, though they were listed with one item containing hate speech, some national press like
Sabah, Zaman and Aksam appeared in the list.

Graph 6
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During this period, the number of items that contained hate speech in the local press converged to
the number appeared in the national press. Though the topics discussed related to the local were in
various ways, they were not exactly related to the problems encountered; rather the topics discussed
were about the country’s agenda like April 24 and Khojaly.
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Graph 7
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As in previous periods, hate speech items published in newspapers were studied in four
predetermined categories: (1) Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion, (2) Blasphemy / Insult /
Denigration, (3) Enmity / War Discourse, (4) Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause
for Hate - Denigration / Symbolization.

These categories were determined in order to assist in the understanding of hate speech, generated
in different types and expressed in an implicit or explicit manner. Although it is undoubtedly possible
to detect qualities that pertain to more than one category in an article, each article is analyzed under
the category for which it contained qualities most relevant to the defining characteristics of that
particular category. Even though not categorized under a certain category, this report also contains
examples from items that target a certain group and/or use provocative language.

During this four-month period studied, Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion ranked first (114
item) in the distribution of the categories. It was followed by Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration (39
items) and Enmity / War Discourse (34 items). During this study period, there was only one item
under the category Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause for Hate / Symbolization
and that item targeted Jews, Armenians and Alevis together.

Graph 8
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Looking at categories according to target groups, it was observed that Exaggeration / Attribution /
Distortion dominated hate speech towards the Armenian population with 45 items. It was followed
by 16 items of Enmity / War Discourse, 13 items of Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration and one item
of Symbolization. Thirty-two of the items containing hate speech towards the Armenian population
were published in the national press and 42 items in the local press. As can be seen from these
numbers, the number of news items containing hate speech towards Armenians in the local press
exceeded the number appeared in the national press, for the first time. That public statements of
local political groups had press coverage in detail could be said to be quite effective in this result.
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Graph 9
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The second group that was exposed to hate speech most was the Jewish population and
Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion was the most often used category (40 items). This was
followed by Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration with 15 items and 10 items contained Enmity / War
Discourse. 46 of the items containing hate speech towards the Jewish population were published in
the national press and 20 items in the local press. It was observed that by titles like “Jewish racism”
in Milli Gazete (February 21, 2014) and “Jewish tyranny in Al-Agsa Mosque” in Yeni Akit (January 9,
1014), hate speech was generated by attributing several events to all Jews.

Graph 10
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During the four-month-period of the study, Christians, the third of the top three groups that were
subjected to hate speech, were mostly targeted within the category of Exaggeration / Attribution /
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Distortion (32 items). This was followed by Enmity / War Discourse by 9 items and 4 items detected
fell under the category of Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration.

Graph 11
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During the studied periods the Jewish and Armenian populations usually share the first two places
among the groups exposed to hate speech. As was the case in the previous periods it was visible that
during the first four months of 2014 there was a significant difference in the number of items that
produced hate speech towards these two groups and other ranking groups. As Armenians and Jews
were subjected to hate speech with 75 and 66 items, respectively, Christians followed them with 45
items, Greek population (Rims) with 21, Kurds with 10 and British with 8 items. In the light of these
data, it will not be wrong to deduce that from the viewpoint of publication that produce hate speech,
Armenians and Jews are the main “enemies”. Although this hostile discourse sometimes hides
behind an approach like the “good Armenians” - “bad Armenians” differentiation, especially during
specific anniversaries it is observed that even this difference disappears and all the Armenians within
Turkey borders are evaluated as threats.

In comparison with the two previous periods, it was seen that there was an increase in hate speech
produced towards the Greek population (Rims). Looking at the distribution among categories, hate
speech was mostly produced in the category of Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion with nine
items, which was followed by Enmity / War Discourse and Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration by six
items for each category. Whereas there was one news article titled “Rampageous Rims set our flag
on fire” published in Yeni Cag newspaper (April 7, 2014), 18 items consisted of new or republished
opinion columns. Nine of those contents were published in Cyrus newspapers. When the political
background of Cyprus is taken into account, we can say that those contents each played a negative
role in instigating inter-communal hostility.
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Graph 12
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Even though the category under which the Kurdish population was usually targeted was Enmity /
War Discourse, during this period Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion was the first category with
six items. There were three items under Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration and one item under
Enmity / War Discourse. Three of the items generating hate speech towards Kurds were in the
national press and seven of them were in the local press published in Central Anatolia,
Mediterranean and Black Sea regions.

Graph 13
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As mentioned earlier, these four categories used to classify news content were determined to help
better understanding of how hate speech is generated. For the process of classification, the category
to which the content with the most relevant qualities belongs, was used for classification. Therefore,
no matter how it is named, taking into account that at the basis of hate speech lies “hostile” ideas in
all cases, it would be misleading to view these categories as mutually exclusive.
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NEWS ITEMS SELECTED DURING THE JANUARY - APRIL 2014 PERIOD

Date Newspaper Type Author Title Target Group Hate Category
01-Jan-2014 | Corum News iHA ‘An Unsolved Accident is a | Christians Exaggeration /
Gazetesi Article Covered Up Murder Attribution / Distortion
According to Us’
01-Jan-2014 | Samsun News Anonymous | We Do Not Celebrate the | Christians Exaggeration /
Yenises Article Christmas of the Crusade Attribution / Distortion
Mentality that Slaughtered
Muslims!
01-Jan-2014 | Bartin News Anonymous | ‘Stop This Game!' Christians Blasphemy / Insult /
Pusula Article Denigration
01-Jan-2014 | Denizli Yeni | Opinion Metin Alkan | Judgment on Celebrating | Jews, Christians | Exaggeration /
Olay Column Christmas Under the Light Attribution / Distortion
of Verses and Hadiths
02-Jan-2014 | Antalya Hilal | News Abdullah Here Is Your Product: | Christians Exaggeration /
Article Ozbay Christmas Youth! Attribution / Distortion
02-Jan-2014 | Corum News Anonymous | ‘An Unsolved Accident is a | Christians Exaggeration /
Hakimiyet Article Covered Up Murder Attribution / Distortion
According to Us’
02-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit News Ramazan Gezi Protesters Enjoyed | Christians Exaggeration /
Article Alkan / | Under Pine Trees! Attribution / Distortion
Ankara
02-Jan-2014 | Taka Opinion Muharrem To Stand Tall! Christians, Jews | Enmity / War Discourse
Column Ulusoy
03-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit Readers’ Arif Erez /| Who Are These Jews? Jews Exaggeration /
Mail Ankara Attribution / Distortion
03-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit Opinion Sevki Yilmaz | Let’'s Not Allow Them | Jews, Christians | Exaggeration /
Column Revenge on the ‘One Attribution / Distortion
Minute’!
06-Jan-2014 | Adana Son | News Anonymous | January 6" Message From | Armenians, Exaggeration /
Nokta Article Mayor SozIi Kurds Attribution / Distortion
06-Jan-2014 | Milat Opinion Muhammed | Those who sleep with dogs | Jews Exaggeration /
Gazetesi Column Ozkilg will rise with fleas Attribution / Distortion

18




Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: January - December 2014

07-Jan-2014 | Kayseri Star | Opinion Ahmet To Make a Pelt Out Of a | Serbians Blasphemy / Insult /
Haber Column Sivaci Bear! (1) Denigration
08-Jan-2014 | Once Vatan | Opinion Levon Panos | New  Years or the | Atheists, Blacks | Exaggeration /
Column Dabagyan Christmas We  Cannot Attribution / Distortion
Welcome Sober!...
08-Jan-2014 | Milli Gazete | Opinion ismail Hakki | The biter is bit Jews, Christians | Enmity / War Discourse
Column Akkiraz
09-Jan-2014 | Cukurova News Anonymous | “We should take a lesson | Armenians Exaggeration /
Barig Article from the liberation of Attribution / Distortion
Adana”
09-Jan-2014 | Taka Opinion Muharrem Don’t Touch My Flag! Armenians, Exaggeration /
Column Ulusoy ROms Attribution / Distortion
09-Jan-2014 | Ortadogu Opinion Ali Oncii THEY ARE THE REAL | Armenians, Blasphemy / Insult /
Column SEPARATISTS... Jews, Rims Denigration
09-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit News Anonymous | Jewish tyranny in Al-Agsa | Jews Enmity / War Discourse
Article Mosque
10-Jan-2014 | Sanliurfa Opinion Abdullah SADNESS OF AHL-E HAQQ | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
ipekyol Column Yilmaz Denigration
13-Jan-2014 | Yeni Mesaj | Opinion Hasan Davutoglu critizes | Christians Exaggeration /
Column Demir “Crusade mentality”, but... Attribution / Distortion
13-Jan-2014 | Yeni Mesaj | Opinion Yusuf | invite the congregation to | Jews, Christians | Exaggeration /
Column Karaca faith! Attribution / Distortion
14-Jan-2014 | istanbul Opinion Ahmet LIBERATION OF BAYBURT | Armenians Exaggeration /
Gazetesi Column Ozdemir (1) Attribution / Distortion
14-Jan-2014 | Takvim Opinion Ergiin Diler | We lost in Crimea British, Jews Exaggeration /
Column Attribution / Distortion
14-Jan-2014 | istanbul Opinion Nevzat WE BECAME EUROPEAN | R(ms, Exaggeration /
Gergek Column Laleli WITHOUT JOINING Christians Attribution / Distortion
Vizyon
15-Jan-2014 | Yeni Mesaj | Opinion Akin Aydin | The Muslim cannot regard | Christians, Jews | Exaggeration /
Column “dialogue”as mercy Attribution / Distortion
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15-Jan-2014 | Konya Opinion Dursun Peace and Process Kurds, ROms | Exaggeration /
Hakimiyet Column Seyis Armenians, Attribution / Distortion
Arabs
16-Jan-2014 | Bafra Vizyon | News Anonymous | WE DO NOT CELEBRATE | Christians Exaggeration /
Article THE CHRISTMAS OF THE Attribution / Distortion
CRUSADE MENTALITY
THAT SLAUGHTERED
MUSLIMS
16-Jan-2014 | Yeni Mesaj | Opinion Mustafa Is the Imperial period | Christians, Jews | Exaggeration /
Column Aslan over? Attribution / Distortion
17-Jan-2014 | Dogru Opinion Aynur Sdltin | The scenario of child | Western Exaggeration /
Haber Column brides Societies Attribution / Distortion
17-Jan-2014 | Corum Opinion Dilaver A Sahabah Who Converted | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Hakimiyet Column Cevik to Islam from Judaism: Denigration
ABDULLAH IBN SALAM
(r.a)
22-Jan-2014 | Anayurt Opinion Orhan Selen | What color is Arabian | Arabs Blasphemy / Insult /
Column conscience? Denigration
22-Jan-2014 | Konya Opinion Sahin Akinci | Aren’t 1300 Turks equal to | Armenians Exaggeration /
Rasyonel Column one Hrant Dink? Attribution / Distortion
Haber
22-Jan-2014 | Kibris Halkin | News Anonymous | "A typical British | British Enmity / War Discourse
Sesi Article treachery"
22-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit Opinion Faruk Kose "A Muslim Turk who | Jews Exaggeration /
Column overloves Jews” Attribution / Distortion
23-Jan-2014 | Yeni GCag Opinion Agah Oktay | The  Responsibility  of | Armenians Exaggeration /
Column Gliner Turkey Attribution / Distortion
23-Jan-2014 | Milli Gazete | News News AREN’'T THEY!/Geneva -2 | Christians Enmity / War Discourse
Article Center started with recriminations
23-Jan-2014 | Takvim Opinion Bekir Hazar | Stroke Jews Enmity / War Discourse
Column
24-Jan-2014 | Corum Opinion Dursun Cross vs. Crescent Christians, Jews | Enmity / War Discourse
Haber Column Kaplan

20




Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: January - December 2014

24-Jan-2014 | Kibris Halkin | "50 Years | Dr. Fazil | Flag Flag Flag ROms Blasphemy / Insult /
Sesi Ago Kaguk Denigration
Today"
24-Jan-2014 | Lileburgaz | Opinion ilyas Sen What did ishak Alaton | Jews Exaggeration /
Huarfikir Column imply? Attribution / Distortion
25-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit News Talha Colak | Here are the highbrows of | Jews, Natural Element of
Article / Ankara the congregation! Armenians, Identity As a Cause for
Alevis Hate - Denigration/
Symbolization
27-Jan-2014 | Kibris Opinion Hiseyin We all are even, you go | Rims Enmity / War Discourse
Volkan Column Laptali your way I'll go mine...
28-Jan-2014 | Kayseri News News We are going to call them | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
Meydan Article Center to account for all Cenghizs
29-Jan-2014 | Aksam Opinion Turgay Why BBC, why Wall Street | British, Jews Exaggeration /
Column Gller Journal? Attribution / Distortion
29-Jan-2014 | Kibris Halkin | "50 Years | Dr. Fazil | The sound of Turkish | Rims, Greeks Enmity / War Discourse
Sesi Ago Kaguk mujahids
Today"
30-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit Opinion Mehtap Who will you blame when | Jews Exaggeration /
Column Yilmaz you are bit by a mad dog? Attribution / Distortion
04-Feb-2014 | izmir Haber | Opinion Atty. A. | Halal gas Syrian Refugees | Exaggeration /
Ekspres Column Erdem Attribution / Distortion
Akyliz
05-Feb-2014 | Ortadogu Opinion Sukri Guilty, Stand Up!.. Armenians Exaggeration /
Column Alniagik Attribution / Distortion
05-Feb-2014 | Milli Gazete | News News One foot of the Jew is in | Jews Exaggeration /
Article Center Turkey Attribution / Distortion
06-Feb-2014 | Yeni Mesaj | Opinion Prof. Dr. | Larceny, corruption, right | Christians, Jews | Exaggeration /
Column Nurullah and justice according to Attribution / Distortion
Cetin Ziya Pasha-VI
06-Feb-2014 | Kibrish Opinion Hakan On "Maybe One Day" (1) Rims Exaggeration /
Column Yozcu Attribution / Distortion
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07-Feb-2014 | Yeni Mesaj News Recep Bahar | 2014-model Bulgarian | Bulgarians Enmity / War Discourse
Article / istanbul cruelty
07-Feb-2014 | Van Olay Opinion Meryem The West and betrayal Christians Exaggeration /
Column Basak Attribution / Distortion
07-Feb-2014 | Yeni Akit News Anonymous | Christian  barbarity  in | Christians Enmity / War Discourse
Article Central Africa
07-Feb-2014 | Yeni Akit Remark Ali Aksoy Hodja is said to be at the | Christians, Exaggeration /
end of his tether Jews, Atheists Attribution / Distortion
07-Feb-2014 | Yeni Akit Opinion Abdurrahm | Trying for the prediction of | Jews Exaggeration /
Column an Dilipak election results Attribution / Distortion
10-Feb-2014 | Bursa Hayat | Opinion Ali Aydogan | Never with the Rims! Rims Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Denigration
11-Feb-2014 | Konya Yeni | Opinion Hamdi Bagci | To Collapse the State with | Jews, Christians | Exaggeration /
Haber Column Party State Discourse Attribution / Distortion
12-Feb-2014 | Zaman News Ali. H. Aslan | A reaction from Turkish | Armenians Exaggeration /
Article / NGOs to Sabah: Our Attribution / Distortion
Washington | democratic  participation
right in the USA
13-Feb-2014 | Yeni Safak Opinion ibrahim The first important | Salafis, Shiites, | Blasphemy / Insult /
Diary Page | Sancak examination of the new | Jews Denigration
era
14-Feb-2014 | Milli Gazete | News Mustafa Big Compromise Christians, Jews | Exaggeration /
Article Kilig / Attribution / Distortion
istanbul
14-Feb-2014 | Yeni Mesaj | Opinion Mustafa Legal liars Christians, Jews | Enmity / War Discourse
Column Aslan
14-Feb-2014 | Anayurt Opinion Orhan Selen | Killers of the Middle East Syrian Refugees | Enmity / War Discourse
Column
14-Feb-2014 | Anayurt Opinion Orhan Selen | Killers of the Middle East Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Denigration
14-Feb-2014 | Takvim Opinion Erglin Diler | Open Your Eyes! Jews, Kurds, | Exaggeration /
Column British Attribution / Distortion
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17-Feb-2014 | Erzurum News iHA Conference on Khojaly | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
Yeni Glin Article Massacre hosted in Kulu
17-Feb-2014 | Yeni Akit News Kahraman- | Yildinm: Tirkiye is the | Christians, Enmity / War Discourse
Article maras fortress of the World | Jews, Budists
Muslims
17-Feb-2014 | Kibris Halkin | "50 Years | Haz.  Altay | They thought our voice | ROms Blasphemy / Insult /
Sesi Ago Sayil wouldn’t be heard Denigration
Today"
17-Feb-2014 | Antalya Hilal | News Emre Booby trap Jews, Christians | Enmity / War Discourse
Article Miyasoglu /
istanbul
18-Feb-2014 | Milli Gazete | News Mustafa Bible came out of the | Christians Exaggeration /
Article Kilig / | package Attribution / Distortion
istanbul
19-Feb-2014 | Adana History Cezmi Armenians’  Turcophobia | Armenians Exaggeration /
Ekspres Page Yurtsever Has Transferred to the 21 Attribution / Distortion
Gazetesi Century
19-Feb-2014 | Milli Gazete | News Mustafa They choose the poor Christians Exaggeration /
Article Kilig / Attribution / Distortion
istanbul
20-Feb-2014 | Antalya Hilal | News Mustafa They choose the poor Christians Exaggeration /
Article Kilig / Attribution / Distortion
istanbul
20-Feb-2014 | Milat Opinion Adem Neroist Knights Templar British, Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Gazetesi Column Caylak Denigration
21-Feb-2014 | Milli Gazete | Opinion Mevliit Jewish racism Jews Exaggeration /
Column Ozcan Attribution / Distortion
24-Feb-2014 | Konya News / | Berkhan Khojaly is Turkey’s sore | Armenians Exaggeration /
Merhaba Interview Parlak spot/Khojaly is our sore Attribution / Distortion
spot
24-Feb-2014 | Yesil News Anonymous | Armenian  Brutality in | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
Bayburt Article Photographs
24-Feb-2014 | Yeni Mesaj | Opinion Prof. Dr. | Our base of getting up: | Christians Exaggeration /
Column Nurullah ‘Halal is a nation, liberty is Attribution / Distortion
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Cetin a state’
24-Feb-2014 | Milli Gazete | Opinion Ekrem Sama | A blatant dead end Christians, Jews | Exaggeration /
Column Attribution / Distortion
24-Feb-2014 | Takvim Opinion Ergiin Diler | Tape! British, Jews Exaggeration /
Column Attribution / Distortion
25-Feb-2014 | Mugla Opinion Hiseyin 25/26 February 1992 Armenians Exaggeration /
Haber Column Akar Attribution / Distortion
25-Feb-2014 | Samsun Opinion Dursen Khojaly Armanian | Armenians, Blasphemy / Insult /
Manset Column Ozalemdar | Massacre! Russians Denigration
25-Feb-2014 | Yeni Akit News Sinan Zionist betrayal passed a | Jews Exaggeration /
Article Yavuzoglu /| century Attribution / Distortion
Ankara
26-Feb-2014 | Tirkiye News Anonymous | Khojaly genocide is not | Armenians Exaggeration /
Article forgetten Attribution / Distortion
26-Feb-2014 | Karadeniz'd | Editorial Editor Khojaly: The place where | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
e ilk Haber conscience is dead!
27-Feb-2014 | Taka Opinion Muharrem The Second Tanzimat (2) Minorities, Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Ulusoy Kurds Denigration
27-Feb-2014 | Zaman News Osman Ugak | Khojaly ~ martyrs  were | Armenians Exaggeration /
Article / Bakii /| commemorated in the 22™ Attribution / Distortion
CiHAN anniversary of the
massacre / Azebaijan cried
for its Khojaly martyrs
27-Feb-2014 | Cankiri'da News Anonymous | “Our noble nation will | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Yeniglin Article remember Armenian Denigration
immorality with rage and
curse”
27-Feb-2014 | Ortadogu News Anonymous | ‘Khojaly massacre is one | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Article of the biggest calamities of Denigration
the century’
27-Feb-2014 | Once Vatan | Conversati | M.  Kemal | Khojaly Massacre Is A | Armenians, Enmity / War Discourse
on Salli Genocide Rams
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27-Feb-2014 | Kayseri News Mahmut He explained the wicked | Jews Exaggeration /
Giindem Article Hop plan of Israel Attribution / Distortion
28-Feb-2014 | Once Vatan | News Mehmet 22" Anniversary of Khojaly | Armenians Exaggeration /
Article Babar Massacre Was Attribution / Distortion
Commemorated in Igdir
28-Feb-2014 | Kirsehir News iHA 22™ Anniversary of Khojaly | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
Cigdem Article Massacre
28-Feb-2014 | Sakarya News Hakan ‘Turkish nation will not | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Yenigilin Article Arslan forget’ Denigration
28-Feb-2014 | GAP Opinion Mehmet In The Sight of Allah, The | Jews, Christians | Exaggeration /
Gindemi Column imre Only Religion is Islam Attribution / Distortion
03-Mar- Yeni Cag Time Kerrar Esat | General structure of | Armenians, Exaggeration /
2014 tunnel Atalay minority societies is built | Jews, Rims Attribution / Distortion
on disrupting national
unity and integrity
05-Mar- Konya Yeni | Opinion Sezai Keskin | Pope and the Jews Jews Exaggeration /
2014 Haber Column Attribution / Distortion
07-Mar- Milli Gazete | News Anonymous | Priests are in summit Christians Enmity / War Discourse
2014 Article
07-Mar- Yeni Akit News Sinan In the center of betrayal | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
2014 Article Yavuzoglu / | are Crypto Jews Denigration
Ankara
08-Mar- Milli Gazete | News Anonymous | Hagia Sophia belongs to | Christians Blasphemy / Insult /
2014 Article Islam! Denigration
10-Mar- istanbul Opinion Ahmet Nene Hatun in Erzurum | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
2014 Gazetesi Column Ozdemir Bastions
11-Mar- Gazete Opinion Vehbi Kaya | Snake and the fox Armenians, Enmity / War Discourse
2014 Akdeniz Column Kurds
12-Mar- Erzurum News Samet BROTHER’S BAIRAM /| Armenians Exaggeration /
2014 Yeni Gun Article Oziinal Today is bairam in Attribution / Distortion
ERZURUM
12-Mar- Trakya News iHA Khojaly  massacre  was | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
2014 Article condemned in Cerkezkoy Denigration
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12-Mar- Yeni Akit Opinion Mustafa Reactionaries of  the | Christians, Jews | Exaggeration /
2014 Column Celik Islamic ummah Attribution / Distortion
12-Mar- Takvim Opinion Ergiin Diler | GULEN’S CHOICE Jews Exaggeration /
2014 Column Attribution / Distortion
14-Mar- Yeni Akit Opinion Hasan Why didn’t  Fethullah | Western Exaggeration /
2014 Column Karakaya Gllen issue a message of | societies Attribution / Distortion
condolence for Burak?
14-Mar- Once Vatan | Opinion Mustafa Do not tend to tyrants, do | Jews, Exaggeration /
2014 Column Akkoca not vote for theml!... Armenians, Attribution / Distortion
ROms
17-Mar- Konya Opinion Yaman Before it is too late Christians, Jews | Blasphemy / Insult /
2014 Hakimiyet Column Adam Denigration
18-Mar- Yeni News Anonymous | inegdl did not forget the | Armenians Exaggeration /
2014 Marmara Article ‘Khojaly’/ inegdl did not Attribution / Distortion
forget the ‘Khojaly
Massacre’
18-Mar- Sabah Opinion Hasan Celal | Sorrow and pride on the | Armenians Exaggeration /
2014 Column Guzel ‘Day of the Martyrs’ Attribution / Distortion
18-Mar- Alanya Opinion ibrahim Motherland is... Armenians, Enmity / War Discourse
2014 Glnesi Column Akdag Jews
18-Mar- Yeni Akit Readers’ Mdcahit Gllen is not prudent, he is | Christians, Jews | Exaggeration /
2014 mail Akinci arrogant Attribution / Distortion
18-Mar- Takvim Opinion Bekir Hazar | SOCIAL MEDIA!!! British, Jews Exaggeration /
2014 Column Attribution / Distortion
18-Mar- Yeni Akit Opinion Sevki Yilmaz | Fortress fell due to the | Masons Exaggeration /
2014 Column treachery of those who Attribution / Distortion
invite trouble!
19-Mar- Ortadogu Article Yavuz The Day We Made Our | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
2014 Series Miuftloglu Mark In History Denigration
Research
20-Mar- Takvim Opinion Bekir Hazar | Eyvallah! Masons, Jews Exaggeration /
2014 Column Attribution / Distortion
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20-Mar- Kayseri Opinion Vedat Onal | He Did Not Satify Either | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
2014 Giindem Column Kayseri or Turkey -2 Denigration
20-Mar- Yeni Akit News Haber Erdogan: Gilen became | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
2014 Article Merkezi like Jews Denigration
21-Mar- Anayurt Opinion Cenap Treason ve treacheries -1- | Armenians, Exaggeration /
2014 Column Serdar Kurds Attribution / Distortion
24-Mar- Yeni Mesaj | Opinion Akin Aydin To Cheat the Turk with a | Armenians Exaggeration /
2014 Column Turk Attribution / Distortion
25-Mar- Kayseri Star | Opinion Mustafa What have we been forced | Armenians, Exaggeration /
2014 Haber Column Temizer into doing ever since | Jews Attribution / Distortion
history?
25-Mar- Takvim Opinion Bekir Hazar | Rotten!!! ROms, Enmity / War Discourse
2014 Column Armenians,
Jews, British
25-Mar- Gaziantep Opinion Zabit ARE THESE INCIDENTS TO | Jews Exaggeration /
2014 Referans Column Durmus PREVENT PRIME Attribution / Distortion
MINISTER’S VISIT TO
GAZA?
25-Mar- Konya Opinion Saffet  Alp | Rotten apple Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
2014 Telgraf Column Kuramaz Denigration
26-Mar- Yeni Konya | Opinion Kazim Canakkale Should Never Be | Christians Exaggeration /
2014 Column Oztiirk Forgotten  and Made Attribution / Distortion
Forgotten
27-Mar- Ankara Opinion Prof. Dr. | Tragedia of the Village Dog | Christians Exaggeration /
2014 Belde Column Nurullah Attribution / Distortion
Cetin
28-Mar- Konya Opinion Ozcan Canakkale: For A National | Christians Exaggeration /
2014 Anadoluda Column Dalgig Soul for Our Children -2 Attribution / Distortion
Buglin
28-Mar- Kibris Opinion Esref Cetinel | DID YOU UNDERSTAND | Rims Enmity / War Discourse
2014 Havadis Column HOW PEACEFUL AND PRO-
SOLUTION THE ROMS ARE?
31-Mar- Milat Opinion Seyit Yorgos take action Greeks, Rims Exaggeration /
2014 Gazetesi Column Mehmet Attribution / Distortion
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Deniz
01-Apr-2014 | Milli Gazete | News Anonymous | March 31" victims are | Armenians Exaggeration /
Article commemorated Attribution / Distortion
03-Apr-2014 | Yeni Akit News Anonymous [ A handful of  Turk | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Article prevented the raid Denigration
04-Apr-2014 | Anayurt Opinion Hamdi “You lost Karabakh, Mount | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
Column Yilmaz Ararat is Ours”
04-Apr-2014 | Yeni Mesaj | Opinion Haydar Bas | Greater Middle East | Christians Exaggeration /
Column Initiative as a project of Attribution / Distortion
exploitation
04-Apr-2014 | Ortadogu News Anonymous | Turkish in cold storage Kurds Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Denigration
04-Apr-2014 | Lileburgaz | Opinion ilyas Sen Those who want to take | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Hurfikir Column this country through the Denigration
back door
07-Apr-2014 | Kibris Opinion Esref Cetinel | THE THING THAT BOTHERS | Armenians, Blasphemy / Insult /
Havadis Column US, IN SHORT: (THAT WHO | Rims Denigration
WANTS AND PROTECTS
THE PEACE IS THE TURKISH
SIDE)
07-Apr-2014 | Kibris Vatan | Opinion Ahmet M. | AsaRdm... ROms Exaggeration /
Column Kerim Attribution / Distortion
07-Apr-2014 | Yeni Cag News Anonymous | Rampageous Riims set our | Rims Blasphemy / Insult /
Article flag on firel../ Rims burnt Denigration
the Turkish flag
09-Apr-2014 | Once Vatan | Opinion Muhsin Eastern Reality MY TURKEY | Armenians Exaggeration /
Column Bozkurt IS SPOTLESS Attribution / Distortion
11-Apr-2014 | Corum Opinion Selahattin FABRICATED APRIL 24™ IS | Armenians Exaggeration /
Haber Column Aydemir COMING Attribution / Distortion
11-Apr-2014 | Konya News News “If Damascus is gone, | Christians, Jews | Exaggeration /
Postasi Article Center istanbul falls!” Attribution / Distortion
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14-Apr-2014 | Karadeniz News Anonymous | “Atrocity is never forever! | Christians, Jews | Exaggeration /
Panaroma Article Malice will absolutely be Attribution / Distortion
frustrated."
15-Apr-2014 | Kibris Halkin | "50 Years | Dr. Fazil | Turkish mother raised her | Rims Enmity / War Discourse
Sesi Ago Kaguk sonorous voice
Today"
16-Apr-2014 | Samsun Opinion H. Mustafa | April 24 and Religious | Armenians Exaggeration /
Haber Column Geng Affairs -lI- Attribution / Distortion
16-Apr-2014 | Yeni Akit News Hasan Onal | They are more despicable | Armenians Exaggeration /
Article / TBMM | than the enemy Attribution / Distortion
Bureau
16-Apr-2014 | Yeni Akit Opinion Mustafa Nobility is not in the blood | Jews Exaggeration /
Column Celik but in the faith Attribution / Distortion
18-Apr-2014 | Corum News Anonymous | GENOCIDE: The biggest lie | Armenians Exaggeration /
Gazetesi Article of the world Attribution / Distortion
21-Apr-2014 | Gaziantep Opinion Prof. Dr. | Who killed whom in 1915? | Armenians Exaggeration /
Haber Column Mehmet Attribution / Distortion
Ozarslan
21-Apr-2014 | Gazette Opinion Adnan To bite the hand that feeds | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Adana Column Fisenk you Denigration
22-Apr-2014 | Milli Gazete | News News MUSLIM! EXPLAIN THIS! Atheists Exaggeration /
Article Center Attribution / Distortion
22-Apr-2014 | Adana News iHA Celebration of  Turkish | Armenians Exaggeration /
Ekspres Article Nationalist Forces (Kuva-yi Attribution / Distortion
Gazetesi Milliye) in Karaisal
22-Apr-2014 | izmir Haber | Opinion Atty A. | A Turkish and Armenian | Armenians Exaggeration /
Ekspres Column Erdem Problem Attribution / Distortion
Akyliz
22-Apr-2014 | izmir  Son | Opinion Ozcan We Could Not Understand | Armenians Exaggeration /
Dakika Column Pehlivanogl | Our Armenian Problem... Attribution / Distortion
u
22-Apr-2014 | Yeni Cag News Anonymous | Armenians attacked | Armenians Exaggeration /
Article Turkish office!/An attack Attribution / Distortion

to Turkish tourism office
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22-Apr-2014 | Gazette Opinion Adnan To bite the hand that feeds | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Adana Column Fisenk you 2 Denigration
22-Apr-2014 | Milli Gazete | News Anonymous | Gedikli ~ martyrs  were | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Article commemorated Denigration
22-Apr-2014 | Konya Opinion Muharrem Wild East!.. Kurds Blasphemy / Insult /
Postasi Column Balatekin Denigration
23-Apr-2014 | Milli Gazete | News News They started to attack /| Atheists Exaggeration /
Article Center Here are their purposes! Attribution / Distortion
23-Apr-2014 | Once Vatan | News Mehmet 1919 Martyrs Were | Armenians Exaggeration /
Article Babar Commemorated in Igdir Attribution / Distortion
23-Apr-2014 | Yeni Cag News Anonymous | We are going to fight for | Armenians Exaggeration /
Article the indivisible unity of the Attribution / Distortion
homeland
23-Apr-2014 | Yeni Akit Opinion Mustafa The habit of taking Allah’s | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Celik harams as halal Denigration
24-Apr-2014 | Samsun Opinion Ragip Goker | What Did Arabs Think in | Arabs Exaggeration /
Halk Column Bandirma Ship Attribution / Distortion
24-Apr-2014 | Konya Opinion Salih  Sedat | Turkey even saw this, what | Atheists Exaggeration /
Memleket Column Ers6z will  happen to the Attribution / Distortion
homeland?
24-Apr-2014 | Milli Gazete | News Anonymous | NEGLIGENCE!/ They | Atheists Blasphemy / Insult /
Article became a subject of praise Denigration
for the government
24-Apr-2014 | Adana News iHA The extent of the massacre | Armenians Exaggeration /
Yenigiin Article is gut wrenching Attribution / Distortion
24-Apr-2014 | istanbul Opinion HulUsi 99 vyears old lie of | Armenians Exaggeration /
Gazetesi Column Yavaglar Armenian Genocide Attribution / Distortion
24-Apr-2014 | Konya Opinion Anus Gokge | ARMENIAN GENOCIDE LIE | Armenians Exaggeration /
Yenigiin Column AND THE  HISTORICAL Attribution / Distortion
TURTH-1
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24-Apr-2014 | Yeni Gag News Anonymous | Armenian inititative after | Armenians Exaggeration /
Article the Kurdish initiative / Attribution / Distortion
“Armenia” initiative after
“Kurdistan”
24-Apr-2014 | Bizim Opinion Nazim “April 24”: one gains the | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
Anadolu Column Glveng self-reliance...
Gazetesi
24-Apr-2014 | Sozci Opinion Emin The genocide of ours (!) Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
Column Colasan
24-Apr-2014 | Yeni Gag Memoir/ Cazim Diaspora’s  ‘deportation’ | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Comment | Glnduz rent /The dead awakens, Denigration
the accounts are settled
24-Apr-2014 | Kirikkale Opinion Mehmet My Nobel Peace Prize | Kurds Exaggeration /
Haber Kale | Column Genger Nominee is Prime Minister Attribution / Distortion
Erdogan
24-Apr-2014 | Takvim Opinion Bekir Hazar | While crossing the bridge, | Jews Exaggeration /
Column you shall keep your eyes Attribution / Distortion
openl!!!
24-Apr-2014 | Takvim Opinion Ergiin Diler | The Turk’s mind Jews Exaggeration /
Column Attribution / Distortion
27-Apr-2014 | Bugiin Opinion Nazli Ihcak While showing courage... Gypsies Exaggeration /
Column Attribution / Distortion
28-Apr-2014 | Konya Opinion Dursun A selection of topics! Armenians Exaggeration /
Hakimiyet Column Seyis Attribution / Distortion
28-Apr-2014 | Ortadogu Opinion Nazif NAGORNO-KARABAKH Armenians Exaggeration /
Column Kurucu GENOCIDE AND OUR Attribution / Distortion
MARTYRED DIPLOMATS
28-Apr-2014 | Yeni Gag Opinion M.  Hanefi | Wake up national | Armenians Exaggeration /
Column Bostan conscience... Attribution / Distortion
28-Apr-2014 | Samsun Opinion Fikret ARMENIAN ATROCITY AND | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
Yenises Column Karadeniz NEW TRAPS ...
28-Apr-2014 | Kocaeli Opinion M. Nejat | THE ALLEGED ARMENIAN, | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Pusula Column Gacar REAL OTTOMAN Denigration
SLAUGHTER!.
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29-Apr-2014 | Corum Opinion Anonymous | “Armenians should make | Armenians Exaggeration /
Hakimiyet Column the apology, not us” Attribution / Distortion
29-Apr-2014 | Ortadogu Opinion Ali Oncii FIRST OF ALL NATURALIZE | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
Column MESKHETIAN TURKS
30-Apr-2014 | istanbul Opinion Necdet “Armenians slaughtered 1 | Armenians Enmity / War Discourse
Gazetesi Column Buluz million Turks...”
30-Apr-2014 | izmir  Son | Opinion Ozcan WOULD WHAT HAPPENED | Armenians, Exaggeration /
Dakika Column Pehlivanogl | IN BOSNIA HAPPEN IN | Rims Attribution / Distortion
u TURKEY?
30-Apr-2014 | Milli Gazete | Opinion Mehmed They want to subvert Islam | Christians, Jews | Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Sevket Eygi | and Muslims from the Denigration
inside.
30-Apr-2014 | Karadenizde | Opinion Osman We are from the Black Sea! | Kurds Exaggeration /
Son Nokta Column Diyadin Attribution / Distortion
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EXAMPLES BY CATEGORY

Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion

Title: Khojaly martyrs were
commemorated in the 22™
anniversary of the massacre /
Azerbaijan cried for its Khojaly
martyrs

Newspaper: Zaman

Date: February 27, 2014

Type: News Article

Author: Osman Ucak / Baku /
CiHAN

The news article published in
Zaman  newspaper is a
significant example of how
subtle the distinction between
information transfer and hate
speech.

expressions like “Armenians

Instead of using

killed (...)”, “Armenian forces”
etc. if the article used “Forces
of Armenia”, “Army of
Armenia”, then it would
differentiate the countries who
did the action and an identity
which contains more people
than a country. Consequently,
the discourse generated and
the language used could be
accepted to some extent as
protecting those who belong to
the mentioned group and are in

a vulnerable position.

Hocali
sehitleri,
katliamin 22.
vildonumunde
anildi

Daghk Karabag bolgesin-

deki Hocah kasabasinda
26 Subat 1992’de Ermeniler ta-
rafindan oldurilen Azeri sivil-
ler, katliann 22. yildontmin-
de Azerbaycan ve Tiirkiye'de
diizenlenen torenlerle anildi.
Bakii’de Hocali sehitleri icin
dikilen ‘Ana Feryad:’ anita
ontinde gerceklestirilen torene
Azerbaycan Cumhurbaska-
n1 [Tham Aliyev ile birlikte
binlerce Azeri katildi. Ulkenin
dort bir yanindan gelen vatan-
daslar, sehitlik onunde uzun
kuyruklar olusturdu. Sivil top-
lum kuruluslar, siyasi partiler,
tilkedeki baz:1 buiyiikelcilikler
ve kanl olayin sahitleri anita
celenk koydu. MDIS HABER 15
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Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion

Title: The scenario of child brides
Newspaper: Dogru Haber

Date: January 17, 2014

Type: Opinion Column

Author: Aynur Suliin

The title of the news article is based on the news about a 14 year old, Kader Erten, who was found
shot to dead with a rifle in Pervari, Siirt. Erten was married off and was referred to as a “child bride”
in the media. Stating that she takes side with the idea that, for minors, instead of being “encouraged
to licentiousness”, they should be able to use “the right Allah rendered halal”, Aynur Siliin blames
organizations and people, who are against early marriage, for “legitimizing licentiousness” and
purports that their purpose is to shape the society according to the Westerners’ sinful lives. By
defining Western societies according to her own point of view, Suliin defines gay couples’ right to
adopt a child as “state giving away a child from the orphanage” like there is no legal procedure for
adopting a child; she reflects welfare for single mothers as something “not normal” and in order to
tell how disconnected the family bonds in Western societies are, she says old people are “found dead
many years later in their houses”. By using these examples she conveys several systems in Western
societies and singular events that can be encountered anywhere with exaggeration and distortion.
Hereby she interrelates the people she classifies under Western societies and Turkish people in an
otherness relation.
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Cocuk gelinler senaryosu

Siirt’in Pervari ilcesinde 6l bir sekilde bulu-
nan ve 12 yasinda evlendigi, 14 yasindaanne
oldugu soylenen Kader hakkinda ortalik ayaga
kalkti. Her gtin kadin 6ltmleri, cinayet ve intihar
olaylarini yansitan medya bu olay kag gundr
glindem yapip sulandirlyor ve bu konu tzerin-
den programlar yapiliyor. Cocuk gelinler konu-
sunda cesitli paneller diizenleniyor. Olen sahisin
ailesi her ne kadar onun yasinin kimlikte kiictik
yazildigini ve gercek yasi olmadigini sdylese de
medya yas konusunu abarttikca abartiyor. Clin-
ki piyasaya surilmesi gereken senaryo hazirdi
ve uygun zamanini buldu.

Yillardir 18 yas alti evliliklerin ontine gegilmesi
gerektigini dustnip bu durumu kadina siddet
olarak degerlendiren“COCUK GELINLER DERNEGI”,
“UCAN SUPURGE DERNEGI” gibi dernekler 54 bin
imza toplayip bu evliliklerin kanunen yasaklanma-
s icin TBMM'ye yasa teklifinde bulunmuslardi. Bu
yasaya gore cocugunu 18 yasin altinda evlendiren
ebeveynler cezaya carptirilacak ve ¢ocuklarina el
konulacakti. Kadin derneklerinin onca israrlarina
ve dayatmalarina ragmen teklifleri henliz mecliste
onanmadi. iste bu olay da ortaligi gimbirtiye
vermelerine zemin hazirlamis oldu.

Yanlis anlasiimasin ben 12-13 yasinda olan
evliliklerin yanlisi ve savunucusu degilim. Fa-
kat bunca ahlaksizliga 6zendirme varken bulug
¢agina girmis bir geng eger evlenmek istiyorsa
Allah'in helal kildigi hakki ailesi ona tanimali ve
yardimci olmalidir. Boylece zinanin 6niine gegil-
mis olacaktir. Aslinda bu ¢ocuk gelinler safsatasi-
ni ortaya atanlarin amaci nikahi ortadan kaldirnp
zinayl mesrulastirmaktir. Sistem, toplumu zinaya
tesvik ederken, zina ortaokul yasina kadar inmis-
ken bunlara ¢6zim tretmek, genclige ahlak ve
edep kazandirmak dusiincesinde olmayanlar ve
genglerin her tiirlii melaneti yapmasini ve hatta
hamile kalip kiirtaj olmasini dahi bir hak olarak
gorenler, is aile olmaya gelince bunu zulim
olarak gériiyorlar. iste rezaletlerin en beteri de
bu degil mi? 18 yas alti yuva kuramaz, ama zina
yapabilir.

Bu olayin hemen ar-
dindan Universiteli Ka-
dinlar Dernegi (TUKO)
bir panel duzenleyip
kadin haklarini savunan
derneklerle bir araya
geldi. Panelde 18 yas
alti evli kizlarin resmi
kayitlarda bulunma-
digi, resmi kayitlarda
gecen cocuk gelinlerin

Aynur SULUN
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gecen cocuk gelinlerin
sayisinin 4 senede 181 bine ulastigi agiklanip bu
acl rakamlarin 6ntine gegilmesi gerektigi vurgu-
landi. Konusma yapan Antalya Milletvekili Gurkuk
Acar, konunun kadinin istihdamiyla ilgili oldugu-
nu soyleyip su aciklamay yapti: “Kadinlar 3-5 ¢o-
cuk sahibi olmaya yonlendirilerek is yasamindan
uzaklastirilirken kirtaj yasagi ile kendi tzerlerin-
deki haklarina izin verilmemektedir. Tlrkiye bu
siddetten etkilenmektedir”

Ne donemlere kaldik, kimlerin eline dustuk?
Allah bu toplumu bu zihniyetle sekillendirme-
ye calisanlarin ellerinden kurtarsin. Toplumu iste
boyle ahlaksizligi mesru, Allah'in helal kildiklari-
ni zulim olarak goéren insanlar sekillendiriliyor.
Tek amaclari nesli, aileyi, toplumu tahrip etmek.
Batililarin batik hayatlarina goére toplumu sekil-
lendirmek. Artik karsi cins ile tatmin olmayip
kopeklerle evlenen ve gocuk sahibi olmak yerine
kopek sahibi olmayi tercih eden; kopeklesmis
ruhlarina ancak képegin hitap edecegini anlayan
Bati'nin kokmus neyi varsa onu dayatma pesin-
deler. Avrupa'da artik hastanelerin yaninda ¢ocu-
gundan kurtulmak isteyen anneler icin bir bélme
yapiimis. Amag; cocuklarin ¢cope atilmasini, tuva-
lete birakilmasini veya oldurtlmesini engellemek.
Hastane personelleri her glin orayi kontrol edip
birakilan bebekleri topluyor ve saglik kontrolu-
nun ardindan yetimhanelere teslim ediyor. Yine
Avrupa'da bebeklerinin aglamasina tahammuil
edemeyen aileler onlara dustk duzeyde uyus-
turucu iceren ilaglar veriyorlar. iste Avrupanin
vicdansiz, haz odakl ve ferdiyetci hayatlarinin
batakliga donust, yani batisi, bitisi, yok olusu!

Yine Avrupa'da escinsel evlilik yapanlarin
cocuklart olmuyor diye o duyguyu da tatmak
isteyenlere devlet yetimhaneden cocuk veri-
yor. Bekarken anne olmak isteyenlere sahip
cikip maas bagliyor ve cocugunun tiim temel
ihtiyaglarini, egitim masraflarini karsiliyor. Aile
baglarinin tamamen koptugu Avrupa'da yaslila-
rin 8liisii evlerinde seneler sonra bulunuyor. iste
Avrupa'nin bu hayat standartlar toplumumuza
dayatilip normallestirilmeye calisiliyor.

Toplumu sekillendiren ve dizayn eden siya-
set eli ile toplumumuz helake dogru striklen-
meye calisiliyor. HUDA PAR'la insallah kirli oyun-
lar son bulup bu millet felah bulacak. Ustelik
insanligini kaybetmis Avrupa’nin da yeniden in-
sani standartlara kavusabilmesi icin HUDA PAR'a
ihtiyaci vardir. Tim diinyaya kurtulus projeleri
sunacak olan HUDA PAR'In yolunu Rabbimiz
acik eylesin. Bizler, Allah'in yardimi ve zaferinin
onun ugrunda nice sikintilara goégus gerenlere
ulasacagina iman etmisiz. Selam ve dua ile...
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Blasphemy/Insult/Denigration

Title: To bite the hand that feeds you!
Newspaper: Gazette Adana

Date: April 21, 2014

Type: Opinion Column

Author: Adnan Fisenk

Although based on different sources there could be different interpretations of history and these
interpretations might have explicable political foundations; Adnan Fisenk, in the article based on the
April 24 commemoration, defends his ideas by using expressions like “can you see how shameless
they are”, “carrions”, “more aggressive than the mad dogs’ seeing red”, “nobody could have stopped
these stark raving mad people”, in a way far beyond the calm manner to approach history. He uses a
language that adds fuel to the flames between Turkish people and the Armenians and justifies

possible violence.
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Besle kargay1 | . g
oysun goziinii

tiresel toplumun fertleri biz insanlar, yasa-

ligimiz bu diinya, Tavistock ve Hlluminati
yonetim sinifinin izin verdigi ve programladig
kadar demokrat, liberal, sosyal demokrat, yada
muhafazakar oldurulursak, diinya siyasileri olarak
iste aynen bircok seyde tizerimize cullandiklari
gibi, ermeni meselesinde de oldugu gibi, Tiirk
kamuoyu iizerinde (tabii bu sistemi diledikle-
ri tilkelere de tatbik ederler , hedef iilke kimi
secerlerse genelde de bu dilkeler ne hikmeti ilahi
is¢ hep Miisliiman agirhkl tilkelerdir.!) Toplum
mithendisleriyle, doniistiirticii, degistirici, hatta
kolelestirici bir sistemi dikta etmeye var giicleriyle
calisirlar.Bu giicler oyle etkin ve aktil haldedir ki
bunlarin bir ayagi Misir’da - Musa da bir ayag
Kudiiside Isaidir. Neysce biz konumuza gelelim
fazla dagitmayahm.

Bir Ermeni mesclesidir girla gidiyor 24 Nisan
Ermeni soykirmmi ilan edildi. 100.yih kutlamalar
icin biiytik hazirhik icindeler utanmadan sikilma-
dan adamlardaki arsizha bakar nusiniz, siitten
cikma ak kagiklar adeta, en son hocah katliamimi
sanki hic yapmamuslar o kadar masumlar ki.nc
hikmeti ilahiyse hep Tiirk’ler yakalayip, yakala-
yip bunlari 6ldiirmiisler, yalan olur da bu kadar
olmaz, yani biz Tiirk’lerde bu kadar ermeni 6ldiir-
me diirtiisii olsaydi Osmanli imparatorlugunun
en giiclii oldugu, en tavan yaptigi ve hicbir diinya
devletinin gikini bile cikaramadigi zaman da Bu
Fatih Sultan zamani , Kanuni Sultan zaman’i,
Yavuz Sultan zaman olurdu, komple diinya’dan
irkinizi kazirlardi da bir Allah’in kulu da hesap
soramazdi.Bizim Ata babalarimiz oysaki size o
zamanin kosullarinda ki en kaliteli yasam scklini
hicbir ayrim yapmadan sunmuslar.Sizler bunla-
ra karsilik ne yapmussiniz, anlatayim isterseniz
dc utanmazsiniz, ama en azindan yalanlariniz
ortaya ciksin.Osmanl Devletinin 19.yiizyilda 6nce
Rusya sonra Ingiltere ve diger Batuli emperyalist
devletler Rumeli’deki Hiristiyan halklari ve Ana-
dolu’daki Ermenileri Osmanli Devleti’ne karsi
isyana tahrik ve tesvik ctmistir. 93 harbi diye bili-
nen Tiirklerin yenilgisi ile biten 1877 - 1878 Tiirk
- Rus Savasindan sonra Tiirkler, 500 yildan sonra
sahip olduklari Rumeli topraklarindan sokii-
liip atldilar. Bu durum Lrmenileri de harckete
gecirdi. Ermeni patrigi ve Ermeni ileri gelen-
leri Tiirk temasindan olmalarina ragmen Rus
baskumandam Grandiik Nikola’yr tebrike gittiler.
Anadolu’da hicbir yerde cogunluk olmadiklart
halde, kendilerine Ermenistan devleti kurulmasi-
nt istediler.Bunda basarili olamadilar ama Ermeni
adrilk defa uluslararasi bir antlasmaya yani 1878
Yesilkoy Tirk - Rus Antlasmasina girmis oldu.
Sonrasinda gelisen Ingiliz - Rus rekabeti ve diger
devletlerin vardimi ile Frmeni terdr droiitleri iste
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VUHTAdIIUA ZCHRCH LHEHIZL = INUD ICAAUTL Ve uigel
devletlerin yardimi ile Ermeni teror orgiitleri iste
o tarihlerde kuruldu. Anadolu’nun cesitli schirle-
rinde Osmanli Devletine karsi isyanlar baslatildi,

14 Kasim 1914 yilinda Almanlarun oyunu ile
Osmanl Devleti, Ingiltere, Fransa ve Rusya ile
savasa girmistir. 1. Diinya savasinda bircok cep-
hede savasmaktan Osmanli Devleti yorgun, bitkin
.bir o kadar da yoksullagsmus, bir cok seyini de
kaybetmis olarak cikmistir. Bunlardan en 6nem-
lisi de yitirilen binlerce canlar, olmasima ragmen
bicarc kalanlariyla Canakkale’de , Filistin’de,
ve Balkanlar’da Rusya, Ingiltere, Fransa gibi
iilkelerle kahramanca Osmanli sinirlan icindeki
halkinin bekasi icin savasmis olmasidir . Fakat bu
duruma diismesini firsat sayan les yiyiciler de bos
duramazdi clbette, fitratlarinin geregini yerine
getirmekle mesguldiiler.

Cephe gerisinde yaraly, sivil, silahsiz cocuk,
kadin ve yashlara yonclik saldir, katliamlar
bu zamana kadar dost bildikleri, komsu belle-
dikleri Ermeniler tarafindan sinsice, kahpece,
kallesce,acimasizea yapilmaktayd.

Bu isyanci ermeni ceteciler Osmanl
Devleti’nin savastig devletler taralindan 6zel-
liklede Rusya taralindan organize ediliyorlardi.
Bu ceteler Osmanli askerlerini ikmal yollarina,
Miisliiman Osmanli halkina saldirilarinin sidde-
tini artirdi. Osmanh Devlcti Baskenti Istanbul’a
ozellikle dogudan gelen raporlar hic ic acici
degildi .Bu cetelerin yapmus olduklar vahsetin
boyutunu artik ifade edemiyorlardi. Erkeklerinin
neredeyse tamamina yakinini cephelere gonderen
Miisliiman Osmanl halki korumasiz ve savunma-
sizdi. Rus isgali adeta bu Ermenileri costurmustu
, g0ziinti kan biirlimiis kuduz kopeklerden daha
bir saldirgan ruh halinc sokmustu. Vahsette sinir
tanimmyorlardi. Yillardir biling altinda sakladiklar
kin, nefret ve ezikliklerini biitiin yapilan iyiliklere
ragmen acimasizca aciga vuruyorlardi . Maske
diismiis gereek ortaya cikmisti ama artik cok gee-
ti, Osmanli Devleti koynunda bir yilan beslemisti.
Artik bu kudurmuslar kimse durduramazdi.
Miisliiman Osmanli halkinin kanini canini alip ,
kanini ice , ice gozlerini Van schrine diktiler hatta
Van’i hayallerinde kurduklarn Ermeni devletine
baskent olarak disiinmekten kendilerini alama-
dilar . Van’a saldirdilar 1915 Nisan’inda 6nce
Van ve cevresinde ayaklanmalar cikanldi. Van’a
girdiklerinde Van’da diinyada belkide csi benzeri
olmayacak iskence,tecaviiz ve Katliam yapular, o
kadar cok insana kiymuslardi ki caddcler cesct-
lerden gecilmiyor, yerler kan goliine biiriinmiis-
tii . Sehit edilenler tamamu sivil halkidi, kadin,
cocuk,yashlardi. Katliamlari nice sonra ayni
Bosnali Miislimanlara reva goriilen gibi , toplu
mezarlarda 1990 yilinda yapilan kazilarda ortaya
cikarildi Azerbaycanlh Tiirklere yaptiklar: gibi bu
cogralyada sistematik bir etnik temizlik gereek bir
soykirmmini ermeliler yapmistir. Dogudan gelen bu
katliam haberleri ve resmi raporlar artik bunla-
ra bir dur demek zamanin gelmiste gecmis bile
oldugu anlasiimaktaydr artik. Osmanlh Devletinin
Baskenti Istanbul devredeydi artk ilk olarak bati
himayesinde ve batr destekli faaliyet gosteren
crmeni komitelerinin kapatilmas: emrini verdi.

(Devami yarin)
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Blasphemy/Insult/Denigration

Title: Rampageous Rims set our flag on fire!../ ROms burnt the Turkish flag
Newspaper: Yeni Cag

Date: April 7,2014

Type: News Article

Author: Anonymous

The news article is based upon an event in that a Turkish flag was burnt in Apoel grandstands, during
a match played between Omonia Nicosia and Apoel Nicosia in 1* League Championship Group in
Greek Cypriot Side. While handling a topic that is newsworthy, the news article puts hostile feelings
before information by using expressions that generate hate speech. Even if the expression
“rampageous” in the title had been used to indicate the fans of a certain team, it would have been an
insulting meaning. Besides the article uses a title that generates hostile feelings from a singular event
towards all Rms and reinforces misunderstandings when not read in detail.
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Lefkosa’nin Rum ke-
simindeki derbi
macta Omonia’ya
sozde génderme
yapan APOEL taraf-
tan, tribtiinde Turk
bayragi yakii.

Azgln Rumiar
bayragimizi
atese verdi...

KIBRIS Rum Kesimi 1. futbol liginde Omonia Nicosia
lle APOEL Nicosia arasinda oynanan derbi, Turk dus-
manligina sahne oldu. Omonia'yl Turk sempatizanli-
giyla suclayan APOEL taraftari, triblnde Turk bayragi
yakti. Futbol Federasyonu ve yetkililerin UEFA'ya bas-
vuru yapip yapmayacagl merakla bekleniyor. Sayfa 14
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Enmity / War Discourse

Title: “A typical British treachery”*°

Newspaper: Kibris Halkin Sesi
Date: January 22, 2014

Type: News Article

Author: Anonymous

Even if the statement of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus Security Forces Command Retired
Noncommissioned Officers’ Association President, Esen Omiirlii, about the accord signed between
Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus and Britain about the land and immovable
properties within the British base territories, was cited in quotation marks in the title of the news
article, the choice of expression in question results in re-generating a hostile discourse. In addition,
by using the sentence “We will not retreat from any struggle against any attacks that could take
place” in his statement, Omiirlii covertly implies war and violence threats. On the other hand, by
citing these statements without including the opinions of the other side, the newspaper makes a
unilateral publishing and supports hate speech.

19 \Whereas the same news is published in Kibris Volkan newspaper by the title “Why don’t Turkey and TRNC
react?”, the expression “A typical British-Ram treachery” is used in the subtitle for the continuing news body.
40



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: January - December 2014

“Tipik bir Ingiliz

kallesligi

GKK Emekli Astsubaylar
Dernegi, “Egemenligimize karsi
yapilmaya c¢alisilan saldirilara
karsi uyanik olmahyiz” dedi

KKTC Guvenlik Kuvvetleri Komutanligi

Emekli Astsubaylar Dernegi Baskani Esen
Omiirli, Giiney Kibris Rum Yonetimi ile ingiltere
arasinda imzalanan ingiliz Uis boélgeleri
icerisindeki arazi ve tasinmaz mallarla ilgili
anlagsmay kinadi.

KKTC makamlarindan ve garantor Turkiye’den,
bugtline kadar bu konuda resmi bir agiklama
yapilmamig olmasini da elestirerek, bu durumu
“kusku verici ve manidar” olarak niteleyen
Omiirli, “Zaman KKTC Devleti’ne ve halkimizin
egemen varligina karsi yapilmaya ¢alisilan
saldinilara kars) uyanik olma ve miicadele etme
zamanidir” dedi.

Omdirli diin yayinladigi agiklamada, Kibris Tiirk
halkinin 1960 Kibris Cumhuriyeti’'ndeki siyasi egit
ortakligini ve egemen varligini yok sayan bu
girisimi, tipik bir ingiliz “kallesligi” olarak
degerlendirdiklerini belirtti.

Esen Omiirlii, “Bunu, Kibris Tirk halkina, Rum
tahakkimiini dayatici ve Rumlarn tim Kibris'in
hakimi kilma oyununun, bir pargasi olarak
degerlendiriyoruz” dedi.

Omiirlii, s6yle devam etti:

“Adil ve kalici bir ¢ozimden kagan, sozde ortak
aciklama ile muzakere surecini, kendi lehlerine
ipotek altina almaya calisgan Rumlarin bu ve
benzer oyunlarina karsi sessiz kalmayacagiz.
KKTC Devletine ve halkimizin Egemen varhgina
yonelik olarak, nereden gelirse gelsin, vaki olacak
tum saldirilara karsi, highir miicadeleden
kagmayacagiz. Cozum adina, tek Egemenligi
savunarak, mandaciliga boyun egmeye
¢alisanlara gegit vermeyecegiz... Siyasi mutlak
esitligimize ve Egemen bir halk olarak, Egemen
ortakligimiza dayanmayacak ¢oziimlere karsi, her
mucadeleyi kararlilikla siirdiirecegimizin
bilinmesinde buyiik yarar goriyoruz.”
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Enmity / War Discourse

Title: To Stand Tall!!
Newspaper: Taka

Date: January 2, 2014
Type: Opinion Column
Author: Muharrem Ulusoy

Without basing his article on a specific topic, after Ulusoy starts with patriotism and telling that the
source of patriotism is the Quran, he continues saying “The West and the treacherous among us de
facto started occupying our country by the support from indifference of our governors!” and
expressing that the Christians and the Jews are always “mischievous, shifty and hypocritical”.
Excluding possible different interpretations and the context of the Surah Al- Maidah, which we have
encountered in the previous reports as well, Ulusoy cites “Whoever is ally to them is one of them”
and says “For a Muslim, identity of the enemies are expressed clearly”. Then by continuing with the
sentence “We all know that our biggest enemy is the Christian Europe since we first arrived in

Anatolia”, the writer contributes to generate enmity, which contains potential for violence, between

Christians, Jews and Muslims.

DiK DIJRMAK! Yiice Allah (cc) vatanin kutsi-  re kusursuz olarak brakabili-
yetini ve miidafaa edilmesini  riz. Ugiincii bin yilin baglarint
acikca emrediyor; “Size harp  yasadigimiz bu yillarda idare-

Vatan sevgisi imandandir. ~ hi¢ durmamus, giiniimiizde bile acanlarla, fitne kalmaymncaya  cilerimiz sik sik “Siyasetimiz-
Vatan, din ve millet sozciikleri ~ biitiin acimasizhgiyla devam Ve din sadece Allah'in olunca-  de dik durmaktan taviz
gercek vatanperve- etmektedir! Bative  ¥a kadar, Allah yolunda sava-  vermeyiz” diye bir ifade kulla-
rin ruhunda farkl iimizdeki hainler, ~ $wn!” (Bakara 190,193) Sevgili  mir oldular. Bu nasil dik dur-
heyecan yasatir. Va- idarecilerimizin ay-  Peygamber Efendimiz de ha-  mak ki idraki miimkiin degil!
tanini seven, haki- mazhgindan destek dislerinde “Diismana karsi si- ~ Sen gel “AB olmazsa olmaz-
katte onun ugrunda bularak iilkemizi fii- lahmzla giiclii olun.” mizdir” diyerek Tiirkiye diis-
canini ve malini seve len isgale baslami-  buyurmaktadir. Kuran'da buy-  manlaniyla goz gore gore
seve feda edendir. lar! Hiristiyan ve ru}dugu ve Peygamber Efendi-  ittifak yap; fitratimiza ters
Ciinkii bizdeki vatan Yahudiler herza-  Mizin de vurgu yaptigy lizere ~ “Medeniyetlerin Catismaya-
sevgisinin kaynag ‘ man fitnedir, kaypak Vvatana sahip olmak varhgimi-  cag” iddiasiyla maneviyatimi-
Kuran'dur! Bizler  ryNANMSSsgyIppet ve riyakirdir... Bu 20 geregidir. Clinkii vatanin 2 Hiristiyan Bati'ya alay
vatan ugrunda kan- nedenle onlaraasla bagimsiz olmasy, lizerinde ya-  konusu et; camilerimiz dokii-
lartyla destanlar yaz- giivenilmez! Allah, ~ $3yan milletin de hiir olmasi-  liirken Atatiirk'iin “Kesinlikle
mus, tarihi her adim toprakta  ayetinde “Onlar dost edinen 1IN isaretidir. Bu nedenledir ki -~ kapatimahdir” dedigi yaban-
siiheda ile yogrulmus; Mave-  onlardandir” (Maide 51) bu-  tarih sahnesinde, ecdadimiz ¢ vakiflan ve kiliseleri ihya et;
raiinnehir'de tattgimzask ~ yurmaktadir, Bu ayetle, Miis-  bunu hep iistiin vasiflarla ba-  Mehmetcik'in basina cuval ge-
serbetini iki bin yildir yudum-  liiman icin diismanlarin sarmis ve tim diinyaya “Tiirk ~ cirilmesine aldirma; iilkeni
layan bir milletiz! Oguz Ka- ~ kimligi actkca belirtilmigtir, ~ Gibi Kuvvetli” deyimini par-  milttefiklerinin emirleri dog-
gan’la “Ya Devlet Basa, Ya Dolayisiyla vatanimiz: diisma- M@k isirtarak soyletmistir. rultusunda bdl parcala ve bu-
Kuzgun Lese” diyerek yola ~ na karst Allah'i ipine smsiki  Anadolu'ya ayak basali berien  na demokrasi de... Ondan
ciktik; buna Mustafa Kemél'le ~ sanlarak miidafaa etmek zo-  DUyuk dismanimizin Hiristi- ~ sonra da sikilmadan dik dur-
“Ya Istiklal, Ya Olim" andiy-  rundayiz. Ancak boyle olursa  ¥an Avrupa oldugunu hepimiz  maktan bahset! Yoksa mo-
la karsilik verdik. Asla egilme- ~ bize emanet edilen bu gizel  biliriz! Kan icici Hagh Ordula- ~ dern gagin “Dik Durus”
dik! vatami biz de bizden sonrakile- TN saldinlan asirlar boyunca ~ anlayist bu mudur?

Yiice Allah (cc) vatanin kutsi-  re kusursuz olarak birakabili-
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OTHER DISADVANTAGED GROUPS

34 articles, which consist of 30 articles that were not included in the first part due to differences in
groups targeted (women, lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgenders, intersex /LGBTI) and four other
articles that were analyzed in the first part under another category to which they mainly belonged,
were subjected to discourse analysis in this part.

Although the articles analyzed often use the word “transvestite”, it is a misuse of the word, therefore
we have preferred to use the acronym LGBTI for all articles. What were actually meant by
“transvestite” in these articles were transgender individuals. Transvestism involves the enjoyment of
cross-dressing and behaving as members of the other sex, whereas transgender individuals define
themselves as a member of the other sex, regardless of whether or not there has been a sex change

operation.
Date Newspaper | Type Author Title Target Hate Category
Group
01-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit News News No limits at the Service LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Center Denigration
03-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit Opinion | Hasan Lie, mud, slander... Is|LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Column | Karakaya | everything permissible for Denigration
the Gilen Congregation?
06-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit News Yigit CHP collaborates with the | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Doganer / | deviants Denigration

Ankara

07-Jan-2014 | Kayseri Star | Opinion | Ahmet To Make a Pelt Out Of a | Women | Blasphemy / Insult /

Haber Column | Sivaci Bear! (1) Denigration
08-Jan-2014 | Milli Gazete | Opinion | ismail The biter is bit LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Column | Hakki Denigration
Akkiraz
10-Jan-2014 | Akdeniz News Batuhan 1 million from the | LGBTI Exaggeration /
Gilndem Article Ulker transvestites Attribution / Distortion
14-Jan-2014 | Batman Opinion | Halit Biliz | Kurdish Action and | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Column “HOMOSEXUALITY” Denigration
14-Jan-2014 | istanbul Opinion | Nevzat WE BECAME EUROPEAN | Women, | Blasphemy / Insult /
Gergek Column | Laleli WITHOUT JOINING IT LGBTI Denigration
Vizyon
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17-Jan-2014 | Dogru News Veysi What does Education Union | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Haber Article Demir /| trytodo? Denigration
Batman
17-Jan-2014 | Dogru News Anonymo | IT IS A CRYING SHAME! LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Haber Article us Denigration
17-Jan-2014 | Dogru News M. Fatih | BDP Municipality and | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Haber Article Akgul /| Education Union officially Denigration
Batman defended perversion
17-Jan-2014 | Yeni Asya Opinion | Sukri Neoliberals’ famous spurt... | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Column | Bulut Denigration
20-Jan-2014 | Diyalog Opinion | Omer Moral Breakdown LGBTI Exaggeration /
Gazetesi Column | Mirselogl Attribution / Distortion
u
24-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit News M.  Sait | Does the state protect those | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Adiyaman | who attacked the ISLAMIC Denigration
/ NGOs?
Diyarbaki
r
28-Jan-2014 | Kayseri News News We are going to call them to | Women | Blasphemy / Insult /
Meydan Article Center account for all Cenghizs Denigration
30-Jan-2014 | Yeni Akit News Muhamm | TRNC passed the immoral | LGBTI Blasphemy / |Insult /
Article et bill Denigration
Erdogan /
Ankara
04-Feb-2014 | Milli Gazete | News Anonymo | ‘Perversion’ protest towards | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Article us France Denigration
17-Feb-2014 | Antalya Hilal | News Emre Booby trap LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Miyasog| Denigration
u /
istanbul
20-Feb-2014 | Hatay Opinion | Mehmet | Ediboglu owes Syrian | Women | Blasphemy / Insult /
Atayurt Column | Cardak women an apology! Denigration
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21-Feb-2014 | Isparta Opinion | Ismet Head Scarf is a Shining | Women | Blasphemy / Insult
Ekspres Column | Akgal Crown Denigration
24-Feb-2014 | Yeni Akit News Yigit Deviant report from the | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Article Doganer / | Union Denigration
Ankara
01-Mar-2014 | Yeni Akit News iskender | Perverts laid their hands on | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Article Ozel / | high schools Denigration
istanbul
10-Mar-2014 | Cukurova Opinion | Yalgin Yalgin Ozcan LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Press Column | Ocal Denigration
24-Mar-2014 | Diyarbakir Opinion | Eyliphan | LGBT problem is not a right, | LGBTI Enmity / War Discourse
Ozgiir Haber | Column | Kaya but shamelessness
24-Mar-2014 | Aydinlik Opinion | Barbaros | Being covered with | Women | Blasphemy / Insult
Column | Sansal contemplation Denigration
31-Mar-2014 | Ortadogu Opinion | Stikrii Divine Percentage Women, | Blasphemy / Insult
Column | Alniagik LGBTI Denigration
09-Apr-2014 | Milli Gazete | Opinion | Mehmet | Shortimportant subjects Women | Blasphemy / Insult
Column | Sevket Denigration
Eygi
10-Apr-2014 | Milli Gazete | News Rahmi Step by step to destruction | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Article Yolecu / Denigration
istanbul
14-Apr-2014 | Yeni Akit News Oguz Disgusting licentiousness by | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Article Yildiz /| the favor of University Denigration
Ankara
14-Apr-2014 | Milat Opinion | Seyit Finally we did see the | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Gazetesi Column | Mehmet | “Mixer CHP” in the mosque Denigration
Deniz
16-Apr-2014 | Gaziantep Opinion | Mufit BDP/HDP’S LOVE OF SEXUAL | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Glinebakis Column | Yaray PERVETS WHAT ON EARTH Denigration

IS THAT SUREYYA 2
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18-Apr-2014 | Gaziantep Opinion | Mufit Cancellation Is Not Enough, | LGBTI Enmity / War Discourse
Giinebakis Column | Yaray Those Vulgars Should Go
Away From Mardin!

23-Apr-2014 | Milli Gazete | News News Here Are Their Purposes! LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Center Denigration

25-Apr-2014 | Gaziantep Opinion | Mifit Perversions are on the | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Giinebakis Column | Yaray attack, Academicians are on Denigration

the defence

Among the 34 items analyzed under the title “Other Disadvantaged Groups”, 28 items (82%)
contain hate speech towards LGBTI individuals. Hate speech directly towards transgender
individuals is found in only one item and hate speech towards women is detected in eight items
(23.52% of the total items) within the period and publications observed.

Graph 14
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Among the 34 items with hate speech, 16 were news articles and 18 were opinion columns.
Different from the previous periods, hate speech towards LGBTI individuals and women were nearly
equal in number in the news articles and opinion columns. The most important factors in this result
were that LGBTI-featured activities planned in Batman and Mardin Artuklu University were hot
topical issues. The adjectives defining homosexuality remained the same as in previous periods, and

»n u

homosexuality was often defined as a “perversion”, “deviancy” and “licentiousness”.

Samples that contained hate speech towards women were generated on especially “being covered”.
News about transgender individuals were about the fines they had to pay in relation to the “law of
misdemeanor”.

Of the items studied, only two of them were published anonymously, three were signed as “News
46




Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: January - December 2014

Centre”. As in the previous periods, even though the percentage of the number of items about LGBTI
individuals that cited a source were high, during this period we have seen a small decrease in the
percentage, with the 67% (it was 72% during the previous period). Publishing eight items, Yeni Akit
was the newspaper that generated the most hate speech towards LGBTI individuals and women, as
in previous periods. Milli Gazete published five items and Aydinlik, Milat Gazetesi, Ortadogu and
Yeni Asya also contributed to the circulation of hate speech in the national media by publishing one
article each.

During this period, hate speech towards LGBTI individuals were generated around two events: a
panel discussion titled “Sexual Orientation and Students Living Their Sexual Identity” organized by
Education Union and another panel discussion titled “From Disease to Demand for the Rights — The
Journey of Naming and Explaining Homosexuality” that was announced to be organized in Mardin
Artuklu University and then its cancellation. Even after completion of the first panel discussion and
cancellation of the second one, there were articles targeting and insulting the organizers and
supporters of these panels (Education Union, BDP municipalities, organizing academicians).
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EXAMPLES BY CATEGORY

Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration

Title: No limits at the Service
Newspaper: Yeni Akit

Date: January 1, 2014

Type: News Article

Author: News Center

One reflection of the tension between the Erdogan Government and Fethullah Gilen Congregation
(or The Service Movement as was referred in the title of the news) is seen in Yeni Akit. The news
article, which aims to defame the congregation by using hate speech towards LGBTI individuals,
states that “Women’s Platform of the Journalists and Writers Foundation, which appears as the most
important NGO close to Giilen, carried out joint projects with German-originated Heinrich Boll
Stiftung Foundation which looks after perverts on every opportunity”. While displaying hate speech
towards LGBTI individuals by expressions like “deviant ideas”, one of the sides of the

n o«

perverts”,

dispute is tried to be defamed in a political argument via this discourse.
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HAKAN SUKUR YERINE HINDI!

® “Hizmet"te sinir tammayan Cemaat ve onun Bu-
qln TV'si, 6nceki gece 22.30'da, Hakan S0kiir'd

SAPKINLARA DA ACIK CALISTAY!
@ Insanlan itibarsizlagtirmak igin her yolu mibah

gdren Cemaat mensuplart “porno filmler” izleyip,

o filmlerden sectikleri kareleri internet sitelerin-

de yayinlames ve “filancanin seks kaseti” diye al-

qakea saldirmistt... Bununia da yetinmeyen Ce-
maat mensuplar, son olarak bir Alman vakfiile
ortak “calistay” ddzenlemis, “Afternatif Aile
Modelleri*ni tartismists... Caligtaya, cinsi sapkin-
[ar da davet edilmiti.
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anons ettigi halde; Hakan Skur yerine ekrana
Yilbagt Hindisi'ni gikard: ve uzmanlara Hindi'nin
nasil kizartilacaginin pdf noktalarini anlattird...
“Dershane, dershane” diye yirtinan Cemaat'in
Dijzce FEM Dershanesi de, yilbasi eglence gecesi
diizenteyerek 6renci ve dGretmenleri yilbagini
birlikte kutiamaya davet etti. *10'DA
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Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration

Title: Being covered with contemplation
Newspaper: Aydinlik

Date: March 24, 2014

Type: Opinion Column

Author: Barbaros Sansal

Sansal begins his article by making a reference to the alleged attack in Kabatas during June
Resistance and mentions an advertisement of an Islamic fashion firm. Then he starts describing a
veiled woman he saw on a public transportation vehicle and from her attire he makes various sexual
references to all women who do not veil according to how they should do from his point of view.
From her description, he starts questioning “real — fake” distinction and honor. He starts his
description by her “boots with stones nearly used in striptease shows” that he saw when he bent
over to pick up his book, which fell on the ground. He resorts to almost “erotic” portrayals
(“obviously padded bra lasciviously spurts from skin-tight white shirt”) then he tells how the “real
shock” hits him: “forehead headband with stars and stones and over it was an unattractive garish
headscarf written inside in big letters Christian Lacroix (Christian cross) steal me away”. One of the
sentences that directly fits under the category is: “that maroon you are wearing on your lips is not
even used by those poor of morals, o oaf!” Although the expressions like “the young women is
cutting up rough”, “impertinent sister”, “a vagabond toughie has sat down by the Muslim dolly,
apparently an immoral schmooze has already begun” seem to refer to an individual example, it
contains insult and denigration towards women who are veiled (and also women not veiled) out of
the characteristics the author approves.
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Tefekkiirlii
tesettiir

ne bir yolculuk icin, tGstli ciplak

ve silikon maskeli, fantezili

Kabatas'tan rayh sisteme
biniyorum, Heniiz birkac durak
gecmeden paralelimizde duran bir
vagonun reklam kaplamasi ile irkiliyo-
rum. Hala, hangi dine inanacagini
bilememis malum manken, miitedeyyin
modasinin Koca goézleri ile adeta
Giiliver'in devler iilkesinden bize
bakiyor. Islamin da ticari modas var
zannedenler modasinin bir giin
ihsariden bile 6teye gececegini hala
anlayamiyor.

Ister istemez dikkat kesiliyorum. Arh
mi arsiz mi1 bilinmez markanin, Cakma
cantasinin modellerinin tizerindeki
Ortodoks hachh monogami deseni
gorlinece cehaletlerine biyik altindan
giiliimsiiyorum. Islami moda
dergilerine kapak olmus laleli giillerini
hatirlatan resimler ashnda sadece
halkla degil, artik dinlerin felsefesi ile
alay eder haldeler. Esarplarin motifleri
de oldukeca tamdik. Giiya Italya’dan
5000 avrodan ahindig soylenen desenler
internette 5 dolara Budist ve Hindu
Hindistan'indan satiliyor a alik.

Ashinda Islami giyimde takma kol hi¢
olmaz. Hele de omuzlara oturtulan firfir
ve apoletler hic kus gibi konmaz. Géglis
pensi ve bel kemeri uygunsuz, arka
ortadaki dikis bile olsa, bir ajur ile
kapatilmazsa ulemay1 edecektir
huzursuz. 4 delikli digmeye capraz
atilan dikisin mesaj1 Katolik, alacali
renkler seckin zevkleri bile ediyor
katastrofik. Baska dinin sembolleri
kullamilmaz. Her seye maydanoz
Diyanet neden bu konuda fetvada
bulunmaz?

Mide bulandirici cehaletten basimi
cevirirken, yere diisen “Diktatorligiin
Psikolojisi” adh kitabim almak icin
egildigimde, yliksek platformlu,
incecik topuklu, adeta striptiz
gosterilerinde kullanmlan, tash tuslu
parlak bir cizme dikkatimi cekiyor.
Basmm yukar dogru kaldirdikea i¢
giciklayan dantel coraplar, firfirhh uzun
etegin altindan g6z kirpiyor. Kenevir

etegin altindan goz kirpiyor. Kenevir
yaprakl bilezik, tizerinde satan
amblemi y1ldizh yliziik, eller Gizerindeki
garip dovmeler ise sanki muskadan
uftirtik sunuyor. Kendimi alamayip kim
bu diye sasarken, gézlerim daha da
yukariya kayiyor. Daracik beyaz
gomlegin icinden dolgulu oldugu belli
stityen sevhetle disar: fiskiriyor. Triko
tunik hirka daracik, yetmezmis gibi
zebra desenli doku sanki ici dolu
ihtirash asik. Tam dogruldugumda asil
soka ugruyorum. Starsh ve tash
alinhgin tizerindeki albenisiz cafcafl,
icinde bir de kocaman markasi
Christian Lacroix (Hiristiyan haci) yazih
basortiisti beni benden aliyor. Nerdeyse
bir kafa daha uzamus alt dolgu, disariy:
bile gébrmemi olanaksiz kihyor. Ne
yapsin zavalll, diyorum icimden.
Tesettur diye tesekkiirsiiz satilan keriz
musteri durumuna distrtalmis
bicarem. Ama ytiziine bakinca akhm
darmaduman. Asil sikinti iste buradan
kaynaklanan, kalem gibi alinmus, fazla
yolundugundan dévme ile lavicerde
banmus kaslar tabii ki altinda renkli
lensli bugulu bakislar; estetikli burun
Uistiine dustrilmiis kocaman bir susli
gozliik, burundaki hizma ise tam bir
gorumliuk. O dudaga stirtilen
visnecliriguni artik namus fakirleri
bile kullanmyorlar ey hédiik. Silikonlu
dudaklara ilave olmus botoxlu kaslar,
yanak dolgularina bakinca sasiracak
adamlar. Upuzun tirnaklarda yine kanh
bordo cila, bir de lizerinde siis plis
yapisik valla. Cantaya hic girmiyorum,
basimi 6ne egip kitabima dahyorum.

Cok gecmeden yash bir hamm teyze
oturuyor basértiilii bacimin yamina.
Onun asude pardestiisi ve tizerindeki
sakin renkli esarbi zerafet icinde hala.
Bak kizim, diyor bu ne hal! Yakisir m
miimine boylesine yanhs arzuhal?

Birden sirretlesiyor genc kadin, agza
alinmaz laflar ile itiraz ediyor adim
adim. Bir de sakalli amca var saskin.
Neyse ki inecegim istasyon artik cok
yakin.
Usulca kalkip iniyorum vagondan.
Yash mimin teyze kacmis coktan,
terbiyesiz bacimin yamindan. Sakall
amcann basi egik, Stislimamn yanina
oturmus bir serseri bickin, belli ki
coktan baslamis ahlaksiz geyik.

Kissadan hisse: Kimse alinmasin bu
ifadelere.

Basim 6rtmek de poposunu acmak
da eger demokratik ézgurliikse;

Toplum ahlaki, gelenek, gérenek ve
terbiye;

Kalmasin sdylenecek laf, bu
tefekkiirti cakma tesekkiir olmus, 6zde
degil s6zde siyonist tesettiire.
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Enmity / War Discourse

Title: LGBT problem is not a right, but shamelessness
Newspaper: Diyarbakir Ozgiir Haber

Date: March 24, 2014

Type: Opinion Column

Author: Eyliphan Kaya

Whereas there are no hints about a specific agenda, Kaya expresses that he declines extramarital
affairs, “free sex”, flirting, and “most particularly LGBT individuals” as normal and points out that the
society has morals and “there is a limit to the patience of the society”. By saying “In case of necessity,
they should be spitted on the face, properly there will not be a lighter punishment than that”, he
positions homosexuality and all LGBTI individuals at a place where they should be punished. Being
dissatisfied with this, the writer justifies and approves all kinds of acts of violence towards LGBTI
individuals with the sentence “If they come under attack in the future, they should not complain
about us, human rights activists.”
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LGBT sorunu bir hak degil,
edepsizliktir

Yice Allah Adem ve havayi yaratti ve
aralarinda birlesmelerini helal kildi, derken
insan nesli o glinden bu gune geldi.

Dogrusu yerylzinde her zaman ve her
toplumda Allah’i tanimayanlar olmustur.
Ama ahlaksizlik ve edepsizlik baska bir
seydir..

Siz dzglirluk diye serbest sevismeyi ka-
muya kabul ettiremezsiniz.

Evli insanlarin kagamak yapmalarini
normal géremezsiniz.

Nikdhsiz beraberlikleri adet haline ge-
tiremezsiniz.

Florti bu topluma kabul ettiremezsi-
niz.

Hele hele lezbiyen olanlari vs. LGBT
mensuplarini hayatin bir karesine monte
edip normal bir hayat tarzi haline getire-
mezsiniz!...

Diyelim ki bir manyagin aklina geldi
zina yapan, nikahsiz beraber olan kimseler
bir araya gelip, zina-der adinda bir dernek
kurdu, sivil toplum 6rgttleri bunu da ara-
larina alacak mi? Buna evet diyen olabilir
mi? Yahu siz hangi toplumda yasiyorsunuz
denilmeyecek mi? Hani Muisliman ma-
hallesinde salyangoz satilmazdi? Gelin bir
distnelim pir diistinelim bu topluma daha
fasla stkkmayalim, bogmayalim ne dersi-
niz?

Bir toplumun bir ahlaki var, sabrinin
sinirt var. Bu tlr sikintilari bu halka yasat-
maya kimsenin hakki yoktur.

Eger bu hastaliksa bir an evvel tedavi
edilmeli, eger bu bir fantezilik ise bu tir
kimselere selam verilmemeli, icap ederse
yuzlerine tukirmeli herhalde bundan daha
hafif bir cezalandirma tarzi distnulemez.

S6zUm ona kimi insan haklari 6rgutleri
her seyi halettiler sira bu edepsiz ahlaki
savunmaya geldi. Galiba bunlarin asil kay-
nagl insan haklari evrensel beyannamesidir
ayrica gavur ahlakindan esinleniyorlar ve
kimi laubali devletlerde yasasi oldugu i¢in
teredditsiiz ve pervasizca bu insanlari sa-
vunuyor.Yamancilarda var neden bizde ol-
masin deniliyor.

Ben bir Anadolu insani olarak medeni
bir tarz olan kalemin diliyle haykiriyorum.
Sizin bu takip ettiginiz miinasebet insani
bir iliski degildir. Misliman mahallesinde
salyangoz satilmaz. Hem insanoglu yer-
yuzlinde cani istedigi her seyi yapmak igin
diinyaya gelmemistir.

insan kendini kontrol etsin diye akill
yaratilmistir. Kur’an’i Kerim islam’in ézudur,
onemli, yararli 6rnekleri barindirdig gibi,
kot hallerin de 6nemine binaen ibret
olsun diye dile getirektedir. Bu es cinsellikte,
kaba fiillerden biridir. Hazreti Lutas)’in
kavmi boyle kéti bir aliskanlik sebebiyle
helak edil.

Ozgrliik, hiirriyet edebiyatiyla kimse
bu edep disi fiili insanliga yutturmaya kal-
kismasin. Bunun hakla hukukla alakasi
yoktur. Tabi bu halleri yasiyorlar diye isimizi
glcimuzl birakip bunlarla ugrasacak de-
giliz ama onlarda ikiden bir biz buradayiz
deyip tilili etmesinler. Zaten basimizda bir
stirt bela var, bir de onlarla ugragmayalim.
Yarin 6bur glin bir saldinya maruz kalirlarsa
biz insan haklari aktivistlerinden sikayet
etmesinler.

insan haklari aktivisti diyorum, bu da
birilerine agir gelebilir bir miminden insan
haklari aktivisti olur mu diye? Olur hem
de alasi olur, ama ahlaksizhg aliskanlik
haline getiren insanlarin hakkini korumak
icin degil tabi...
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Enmity / War Discourse

Title: Cancellation Is Not Enough, Those Vulgars Should Go Away From Mardin!
Newspaper: Gaziantep Glnebakis

Date: April 18, 2014

Type: Opinion Column

Author: Mifit Yaray

After cancellation of the panel discussion titled “From Disease to Demand for the Rights — The
Journey of Naming and Explaining Homosexuality” in Mardin Artuklu University, Mifit Yaray defined
this event as “an ugly incident” in his article. He portrayed the organizing academician by “a person
known by his articles published in pervert homosexual journals” and by using expressions like “his
efforts to convey his pervert opinions”, “uses his title for activities related to justifying
homosexuality”, “he has to declare to public and to his students whether he is homosexual or not...”,
and by implying various types of relationships, he targets the mentioned academician. While
characterizing the academician’s attempt as an action “as if to provoke people”, with the immediate
sentence he continued, he incites and provokes acts of violence towards aforementioned person, all
LGBTIs and supporters of LGBTI rights: “As can be remembered, Aziz Nesin and his company also

agitated people’s religious feelings in Sivas and the result was horrible.”
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Mifit YARAY

iptal Yetmez, Bu Ahlaksizlar
Mardin'den Gitmeli!

Mardin Artuklu Universitesinde bu giin (17 Nisan 2014)'te bir
rezalet yaganacakh. Mimarlik Bolimi, “Hastaliktan Hak Talebine
-Escinselligin Adlandiriliginin Anlamlandiniliginin Seyri” konulu bir
panel yapacakt. Ancak ¢ikan haberler, duyarli STK'lar ve Mardin’in
Miusliman halkinin tepkileri siikiirler olsun Mardin’in isminin bu
¢irkin olayla tarihe ge¢gmesine engel oldu.

Her sey Escinselligi savunan gorusleriyle bilinen ve sapik escin-
sel dergilerde yayinlanan yazilariyla taninan Yrd. Do¢. Dr. Levent
Sentlrk'tin gectigimiz sene Mardin Artuklu Universitesine gelme-
siyle baslad.

Levent Sentirk bir mimar. Mimarlik (izerine egitim almis ve
giiya mimarlik fakiiltesinde mimarlkla ilgili 6gretim gérevlisi. Is-
minin 6ntnde Yrd. Dog. Dr. Gibi uzun bir unvan var. Ancak Levent
Sentirk’tin faaliyetlerine baktigimizda bu unvanini ve mimarlik
faklltesindeki ogretim gorevlisi kimligini kullanarak bam baska
alanlardaki sapik gorislerini 6grencilere aktarmak konusundaki
cabalariyla taniniyor. Her seyden dnce soyleyelim ki Levent Sen-
tirk bu uzun unvani escinsellik gibi sapik gorisler Gizerine yaptigi
akademik calismalarla almamasina ragmen bu unvanini escinselli-
gi mesrulastirma ile ilgili faaliyetlerinde kullaniyor. Bu da ikiyuzli-
ligun ta kendisidir. Sentlrk’tin her seyden énce bir escinsel olup
olmadigint ve Kaos GL escinseller derneginin kurucularindan Ali
Erol ile olan iligkisini 6grencilerine ve kamuoyuna aciklamasi gere-
kir. Senturk’an gittigi her Gniversitede escinsel Ali Erol icin ortami
hazirlayip, 6grencilerini zehirlemeleri icin onu escinsellikle ilgili
konferans vermeye davet eden, sonra da bunu buyik bir basa-
n gibi escinsellerin dergilerinde anlatmasinin sirr nedir? Levent
Sentirk bir escinsel olup olmadigi konusunu agikga ilan etme ce-
sareti gostermese bile, escinsel orgiit ve derneklerle olan yakin
iliskisini saklama ihtiyaci duymayacak kadar da pervasiz. Nitekim
kendisi Kaos GL gibi Turkiye'de on bes yildir escinsel hareketin ya-
yin organi olan bir dergide yazilar yaziyor ve onlarin haklari(!) icin
mucadele veriyor.

2010'da Eskisehir Osman Gazi Universitesi Mimarlik Bolimiin-
de Mimarhk Tarihi ve Kurami anabilim dalinda 6gretim tyesi olan
Sentiirk, burada yaptigi bilimsel ¢alismalardan ¢ok “farkli mimari
sitilleri” escinsellikle izah etmeye calisan sacma sapan teorileri ve
kendisinin énctliigiinde bu Universitede yapilan escinselleri mes-
rulastirma faaliyetleriyle hep giindeme geldi.

Ornegin 6 Nisan 2011’de Osman Gazi Universitesinde kendisi-
nin 6nciliiglinde yapilan escinsellik temall konferansi bakin sonra
yine kendisi Escinsellerin yayin organi olan Kaos GL’ sitesinde 13
ve 26 Nisan 2011 tarihli yazilarinda nasil 6viine éviine anlatiyor.

“Mimarlik bolimunin neredeyse otuz yili bulan tarihi boyun-
ca ilk kez escinsellik temali bir konferans yapilmis olmasi, sessizce
gerceklesen bir devrim niteligindeydi.”

“Bahar doneminin ilk konferansinda Kaos GLyi agirladik. Kaos
GUnin gelisi, bolumumuiziin tarihi acisindan sessiz sedasiz ger-
ceklesen bir ilk sayilabilir. Kaos GL, on bes yildir escinsel hareket
icin miicadele vermekte. Toplumda escinsellerin de bulundugunu,
siddetle gormezden gelindiklerini, oysa escinsel hareketin hete-
roseksuelleri de ozgurlestirecegini savunan Kaos GL, bu alanda
Turkiye’nin en uzun soluklu ve kaliteli yayini olmaya devam ediyor.

Yine “Butin bireysel tercihler, bagkalarinin hayatina ydnelik
bir siddet Uretmedigi middetce anayasal hak olmall ve anayasa
tarafindan giivence altina alinmalidir.” diyerek escinsellerin sapik-
liklarinin Anayasal giivence altina alinmasini isteyecek kadar ileri
giden Senturk bakin ayni yazisinda Atalay Goger’in dilinden basta
ogrencileri olmak tizere toplumu nasil Escinsellige tesvik ediyor.

“Toplumumuzda hala yaygin olarak escinsel ask kimi dinsel ve
geleneksel tabu alanlari tarafindan diglanip lanetlenmeye devam
ediyor. Sozgelimi escinselligin blyik bir giinah, tanritammazlik,
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ediyor. Sozgelimi escinselligin buylk bir giinah, tanritanimazlik,
sapkinhik oldugu kolayca dile getiriliyor. Escinselligin, bunun da
otesinde, tibbi bir bozukluk, giderilmesi gereken bir rahatsizlik, te-
davi edilmesi gereken bir hastalik oldugu da ilk elde dile getirilen
asilsiz ifadeler arasinda. Kugkusuz escinsel olmak ne sug, ne de
hastalik; daha ¢ok bireysel hak ve 6zgiirliik alanindaki bir durum-
dan baska bir sey degil.”

iste bu sapik goriisleri savunan adam, hayret ki bir 6gretim
gorevlisi ve malesef 2013’den beri Mardin Artuklu Universitesi
Mimarlk Boliuminde gorev yapmakta. Levent Sentlirk Osman
Gazi Universitesinde escinsellerin haklarini(!) mimari dehasiyla(!)
bilimsel teoriler adi altinda haykirirken kendince sesiz bir devrim
yapiyordu, ama hakikatte Osman Gazinin kemiklerini sizlatiyordu.
Tabi ona gore Osman Gazi gibi “gericiler” ve onlarin duygulari ¢ok
onemli degildi.

Eskiler “huylu huyundan vaz gegmez” demigler. Levent Sentiirk
de huyundan vazgecmedi ve simdi Mardin Artuklu'da Ogretim
Gorevlisi. Kendisince ayni sesiz, cirkin devrimini(!) bu sefer Mar-
din’de yapacakn. Tabir caizse “Miisliman mahallesinde salyangoz
satacakt”. Sonra da cikip dviine dviine Mardin gibi “gerici” bir
yerde tabulan yiktim ve Escinselligi haykirdim diyecekti. Hem de
Mardin gibi dini duygular kuvvetli ve muhafazakar bir halka karsi
ve bitin Mislimanlar i¢in kutsal olan Kutlu Dogum haftasinda,
insanlar tahrik edercesine. Hatirlanacagi gibi daha 6nce de Aziz
Nesin ve beraberlerindekiler Sivas’ta halki dini duygulan agisindan
tahrik etmis ve bunun sonu ¢ok korkung olmustu.

Bu cirkin olayin diger bir boyut uda kuskusuz bir devlet tiniver-
sitesinde Hilkiimet ve YOK'in nasil oluyor da bu tiir sapiklarin faa-
liyetlerine goz yumdugudur. Hikimet ve YOK bireysel 6zgurliikler
adina birilerinin kalkip ta bitiin toplumu zehirleyecek faaliyetle-
re girismesi ve bunu devletin kendilerine sagladigi olanaklari ve
akademik unvanlar kullanarak yapmasi karsisinda sadece sessizce
seyretmekle mi yetinecek? Mimarlik fakiltesinde escinselligin isi
ne diye kimse soramiyor mu bunlara? Mardin Artuklu Universite-
sinin rektori Prof. Dr. Serdar Bedii OMAY bir taraftan Kadir gecesi
mesajlar yayinlarken diger taraftan Universitesinin adinin boyle
bir sagmaliga alet edilmesine neden ilk basta izin verdi, g6z yum-
du. Acaba kendisinin de bu escinsellerle duygusal bir bagi var mi-
dir? Mardin ilinin ve halkinin dini duygularini ve inanglarini bildigi
halde sayin rektorin bu provaktif konferansa son giine kadar izin
vermesi onu ¢ikabilecek butin olaylarin tek sorumlusu yapmiyor
muydu? Sayin rektér bu nedenle cikabilecek olaylarin hesabini ve-
rebilecek miydi?

Neyse ki son anda bile olsa Mardin Artuklu Universitesinin rek-
tord Sayin Prof. Dr. Serdar Bedii OMAY yaptigi hatanin farkina var-
di ve bu cirkin konferansi iptal ederek, hem kendi isminin, hem de
universitenin isminin tarihe kara bir leke olarak ge¢cmesini onledi.
Ancak elbette bu yeterli degil. Sayin Rektoriin Mardin Artuklu Uni-
versitesinin adini tim Tirkiye'ye bu cirkin faaliyetle duyuran ve bu
isin onclligunii yapan mimarlik fakiiltesi 6gretim gorevlisi Levent
Sentlrk’tin so6zlesmesini acilen iptal ederek Mardin’den kovmasi
gerekir.

Ve en 6nemlisi basta konu ile ilgili yazili bir agiklama yaparak bu
cirkin olay Turkiye giindemine tasiyan Mardin DOST Der olmak
lizere, olay karsisinda sessizce beklemeyip Universite yetkililerine
tepkilerini ortaya koyan Mardin’in bittn duyarh Misliman halki-
na Tesekkiir etmek lazim. Gelecek zamanda Senturk gibilerin bu
cirkin faaliyetlerini Mardin’de ve bitiin Turkiye'de sergilemeye
devam edip etmemeleri acisindan zan edersem Mardin halkinin
gosterdigi bu tepki son derece énemliydi. Eger zamaninda Sen-
tiirk ve sapik ekibi Eskisehir Osman Gazi Universitesinde bu ¢irkin
faaliyetlerini sergilerken Eskisehirli Osman Gazi torunlari seslerini
yikseltebilseydiler bu giin onlar Mardin’de de bu isi yapmaya kal-
kisamazlardi. Ama sikiirler olsun Salahaddin Eyyubi’nin torunlari
onlara bu sefer izin vermediler. Ancak Mardinliler bununla yetin-
memeli ve bu sapik 6gretim Gorevlisi Mardin’den gidinceye kadar
yasal tepkilerini géstererek Universite, YOK ve Hilkiimet nezdinde
tepkilerini ortaya koymaya devam etmelidirler. Unutmayalim Na-
muslular namussuzlar kadar cesur olmadiklan stirece hep onlarin
sesini duyacagiz.
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Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion

Title: Moral breakdown
Newspaper: Diyalog Gazetesi
Date: January 20, 2014
Type: Opinion Column
Author: Omer Miirseloglu

In his article explaining the danger of degeneration of the “moral values that holds together a
community”, Omer Miirseloglu interprets homosexuality in the same category as sexual crimes and
rape. Whereas he mentions “harms” of homosexual relationship and presents it as “degeneration”,
he states, without showing any reference that most divorces are seen within same-sex marriages and
he adds that for a healthy society it is required to take precautions against that kind of relationships
and he relates homosexuality to social destruction.
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yodagmasdr, Excinseligin, fubus icareinn, ek~ Sosyal Bozulma {istlnecek? Yine cocuk psiko-sosyel bir ihtivac olan anne
dis cinseliin, cinsel suciarn, pomogrefinin, tecasz  Gilntimiz insarlannin kerg karsya oldudu tnemlibir -~ baba htivact nasl karslanacak? Anne veya babedan
vakalarnn ve cinsel hastatklamn art ahloki sorun tophamun temedini oturen sosyel yeplardeki  herhangi birnin ofimi veya bosenma dirumunda.
cokiisin ba el gostergeleridir boaumadir, Tophumsal cokils dedisk sekdlerde kendini mmmwabamwm,
Bu konulr sireki olarak dinya kamuownun ~ gostemekfedir. Dagims lller, bosanmalardaki arbg ve  travmalar aodan gfailemenis then biylesi bir
gindemindedir. Pek ook insan cewresindeop ~ gayrimegtu goeukiar ale kurumundaki tahribatmdogel  curum hastalkh bireylerden olusan bi tophm yepisna
bitenlerin, tehlkenin farkinda dejidi veya bu sonucudur, Stres, huzursuzuk, mutsuzhk, enise ve kaos . 5
Ol o5l hayatn bir prcasi larek Pek gok nsann hayati adeta bir kabusa Aynca escinsel eviierin serbest okdugu yerlerde
deeriendimne gafletine dismektedir. Ancak gercek  donigtimnektedir. Mane boshik icindeki nsarlar Yaplan arstrma sonuclanna géreen cok bosenmaler
i e defdr. Dinye et aranca mueber -l e aaen il v st etk excisl el b gt Excnl e
Kabul ectlen kurum ve kundstann hezrtad diismekle veya karantk yolara gimekted. Coziim Kars tedbir abnmast segikh aile yapiannin kurulmas,
rapoiar v istatitider tehlkenin kalmadigins disinen bazian da infihan bir kurtulus tophumun saghkh bireferden olusmas: tarh, kilirel ve
oilmerni biatga her geoen gin bigfidiind  zannetmekedirer, Topkmsal yodesmanin en carpin insani degerrimiznbi ek, Absi belde
gostermektecir, Cinsel hastalk orenlaninsenlign ~ gGstergelrinden birisi de yaselara aylkn dawanilardaki  Gntimiizdekd wllarda tarh ve sosyel aqdan birgok
Gntindeki sorurlann bixyikliinii géder dnine arbstr. Suc oranlanndakd artss konunun uzmanlanry - farkimiain oldugu bats Kiltiiinin bugiin gokise gectidi
seren Gneml bir itercir. Dinye Saghk Orgiif nin  dahi harete diisen bosudara ulasmtr tophum yapisina dogr ey Grlemek
WHO) kaytarma gére, cinsel yodan bulasan - Dinyaya bir kere gelme sansi olan insam bu
hastlkaren gok resanan hesalk grpan.~ Ecinsel Hliskilerin insanihk ve Toplum Agisndan  urum ii kobay gormek hekdans konumak, Gagiriini
birini olusturmakadi, rapordar her yl ahmin olarak Bnhlhn amrdaﬁnmwmmmhahﬂ(
333 milyon yeni vakanin meydana geldigini Mesela insan karst cinslern bir araya gelerek tredigibir  olacak
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Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion

Title: One million from transvestites!
Newspaper: Akdeniz Giindem

Date: January 10, 2014

Type: News Article

Author: Batuhan Ulker

In the news article mentioning that 900 transgender individuals had to pay a fine for disobeying the
“law of misdemeanor”, the way District Governor of Muratpasa, Cevdet Can’s remarks on the news
were conveyed by his expression “They made their choice as their profession” and the chosen
subheading, transgender individuals are attributed the characteristics of prostitution. Even though it
is mentioned that there has to be a solution by conducting social work, no such solution is proposed.
Besides when stating the amount of the money transgender individuals were fined, their living

conditions are ignored; thereby a unilateral and deficient journalism is displayed.

Travestilerden
BIR MILYON!

Antalya’da 2013 yilinda 900 travestiye ‘itaatsizlikten’
kabahatler kanununa gore bir mllyon lira ceza kesildi

Muratpasa sinirlarinda ya- _ bir yilda islem géren 900 travesti _ . lerine gore bu sorunun egitim sikin-
sayan yaklasik 900 travesti- ¥| konusunu ‘Saskinim’ diye yo-  tisindan dolayi meydana geldigini
ye 2013 yilinda ‘itaatsizlik- rumlarken, toplumsal so- G \ dile getirdi.

ten’ kabahatler kanununa runla mucadelede ceza kes- ]‘ ’

gore bir milyon lira ceza mekten baska bir yetk|ler|-“ Sosyal galigma yapiimali

kesildi. Fakat yinede tra- nin bulunmadigini ifade etti. Sosyal calisma yapilarak Zeytinkdy

ileri i g N ‘sorununun ¢6zumi konusunda ati-
Zslslts'rl:;gr:(?orrﬁer::r:\k:;il.nde ‘Sorun toplum olarak ele alinmalr’ lan adima dikkat ceken Kaymakam
: A Hadiseye toplum olarak bakmak ve Can, “Bu konuda da sosyal calisma ya-
$a§km'm bunu olay olmaktan cikarmak gerekti- g pilmali. Herkes huzur icerisinde anlayis
Muratpasa Kaymakami Cevdet Can, @ gine deginen Kaymakam Can, gozlem- [l icerisinde yasayabilmeli” dedi. <€ 3'te
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PART II

DISCRIMINATORY DISCOURSE

IN PRINT MEDIA

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE REMEMBRANCE DAY
ONE YEAR LEFT TO THE 100™ COMMEMORATION

Asst. Prof. Dr. DERYA FIRAT SANNAN

BARIS SANNAN

SCANNING TEAM

Aslhi Ceren Noyan, Eylem Mercimek, ipek Burma, Saliha Damar, Sarper Sarikaya
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Introduction

For the first period of 2014, we have set the topic of the file “Media Scan on the Discriminatory
Discourse”, which is focused as a part of the “Media Watch on Hate Speech”, on the “April 24™”
Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day. “April 24", was the day in which Armenian notables and
intelligentsia of the Ottoman Empire were arrested in Istanbul in 1915. In 1965, during the 50"
anniversary of the Genocide, this date, which was accepted as the day The Armenian Genocide
began, was chosen to be the Remembrance Day by Armenians in Lebanon. In the same day, there
were demonstrations and protests in Yerevan as well. Nowadays, there are various activities
organized in many cities in the USA and Europe, and particularly in Armenia on April 24. Whereas in
Turkey, the Armenian Genocide has been commemorated on April 24 by several activities organized
by NGOs since 2005.

In this part of the report, based upon the date April 24", data and the analysis generated from
scanning the context of eight newspapers including Aydinlik, Birgiin, Habertiirk, Hiirriyet, Radikal,
Sabah, Tiirkiye, and Zaman published between April 22 and 26 are shown. These newspapers are
selected considering their characteristics of reaching different political medium and their different
representation criteria.

In this report, discrimination generated from the April 24™ Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day in
print media is covered by the method of context analysis, supported by discourse analysis. All the
items about April 24" in newspapers are categorized by quantitative and qualitative data in
computer medium. Quantitatively, all news items are documented with what page of the newspaper,
in which proportion and how it was published with their masthead (i.e. who wrote the opinion
column/news article, name of the newspaper, type of news, page number, heading, whether any
visuals were used or not, etc.). Qualitatively, in these contents, in relation to the Genocide, whether
any numbers are given or not, whether any references (memaoirs, history books, reports, documents,
etc.) are used or not, whether any quotation or reference is used or not, whether any direct
testimony is used or not, how the massacre is named, how the victims and assailants are named,
whether the reasons for the massacre are mentioned or not, which values referred to when the
content is prepared, whether any similar events are mentioned or not and whether any demands are
verbalized; in short, how and in what way the April 24™ news find a place in print media are analyzed.
Additionally, opinion columns of some columnists and especially the headlines of the newspapers
published on April 24 and 25 are analyzed with respect to discourse. All the visuals accompanying the
news and the articles are also analyzed as well.

General Findings

A total of 219 news articles, opinion columns and other types of content about the April 24
Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day were published during the aforementioned dates in the
monitored newspapers. When the distribution of these items is analyzed numerically, Aydinhk
ranked first, publishing 62 news/articles about the April 24" Remembrance Day. Aydinlik is followed
by Habertiirk with 33 items and they are followed by Hirriyet with 29 items. Tiirkiye, Birgiin and
Zaman ranked the last in terms of number of items about April 24" published during this period. The
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distribution of the items published about April 24™ commemoration by newspapers are given in the
graphic below:

Number of Items Published about April 24th, 1915 Remembrance Day

Aydinhk
Birglin
Hirriyet
Haberturk
Radikal
Sabah
Tirkiye

Zaman

Most of the items were published on April 24 (62 items) and April 25 (99 items). When the dates
April 24, 25 and 26 are compared, except Sabah and Tiirkiye, it is observed that the number of items
published in newspapers increased on April 25 with respect to April 24, but there is a decrease in the
number on April 26. On the contrary, there is an increase on April 26 in Sabah and Tiirkiye. This
situation arises as a result of Sabah and Tiirkiye’s handling April 24™ commemoration predominantly
within the context of condolences issued by the Prime Ministry and their effort to keep the message
of condolences on the agenda as long as possible. These newspapers praised the message of
condolences as an initiative for forward-looking hopes.

Within the context of this study, in order to make a comparison between this year and the previous
years, we analyzed how the April 24" commemoration has been seen on the first page of these
newspapers since 2007. When the number of items about April 24™ commemoration published in
newspapers is compared with respect to previous years, we can say that this topic becomes more
important for the print media due to the “condolences” issued this year. For example, while the
total number of news items on the first page of Aydinlik, Birgiin, Hirriyet, Habertiirk, Radikal,
Sabah, Tiirkiye, and Zaman on April 24" of the previous seven years was 35, the number of news and
articles published on the first page of these same newspapers on April 24, 2014 is 46; more than the
total number of the items published for the last seven years. Even if we take into account that
Habertiirk and Aydinlik have been published since 2009 and 2011, respectively, the reason for the
aforementioned increase is due to the issuance of the condolences, as will be presented in detail in
the section that analyzes the headlines.

The distribution of the number of items published in the newspapers between April 22 and 26 about
the April 24" commemoration by the dates is given in the graph below:
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30 Distribution of the number of content published between April 22-26
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On the other hand, it is observed that Aydinlik, Birgiin, Radikal, and Sabah have started to mention
the Armenian Genocide since April 22. The way these newspapers started to act relatively early
compared to other newspapers can be evaluated as a sign of their wish to set the agenda. Likewise,
Birgiin published the calendar of the April 24™ commemoration activities that would continue for the
week in its news article titled “The victims of the Meds Yeghern are commemorated” dated April 22.
Rasim Ozan Kiitahyali saved his column in Sabah for the Armenian Genocide for a whole week
starting with an article titled “Armenian issue from another perspective” and ended this article with
the sentence “The story will continue tomorrow in this column”. On the same date, Ahmet insel, in
his article in Radikal titled “Civilization and Genocide”, both mentioned the Armenian Genocide and
published the calendar for the commemoration activities during the April 24" week. Whereas
Aydinlik started the discussion on the April 24™ commemoration in a provocative way in the news
article titled “Ankara keeps its silence on the alleged Armenian Genocide allegation days before April
24" No preparation for the 2015 by AKP”. Aydinlik becomes especially prominent as the most
engaged media organ in the discussion of April 24™ Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day and the
Armenian Genocide. One of the reasons of this engagement is that the Chairperson of the Workers’
Party of Turkey, Dogu Peringek, who is also one of the authors of the newspaper, “got a conviction
against” the Swiss Government, which put the denial of Armenian Genocide under the category of
criminal offense, at the European Court of Human Rights.

The types of the published items are categorized as news articles, opinion columns, headlines,
photograph captions, advertisements, serial articles, interviews, and comments. Of the content
analyzed two-thirds are consisted of news articles, and one-fourth of them are opinion columns.
During the study period, news about 1915 made the headlines 7 times. The distribution of different
types of content per newspaper is shown in the graph below:
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Distribution of Different Types of Content per Newspaper
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The space newspapers allocated for the April 24™ Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day has not
changed much proportionally. The distribution of the space within all the newspapers is shown in the
graph below.

M Long article (4-5 columns)
Medium (3 columns)

B Short article (2 columns)

April 24t Commemoration in Headlines

Aydinlik, which published the largest number of content related to the topic, put the April 24™
commemoration in the headlines regarding the message of condolence. In the news article that
Aydinlik gave in the headlines on April 24, Aydinlik asks “WHICH ONE IS THE PRIME MINISTER OF
TURKEY” by showing the photographs of both the President of the Kandilli Armenian Church
Foundation, Dikran Kevorkyan, and Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan together. Erdogan is
accused of “expressing the theses of Imperialism and the diaspora” while Kevorkian “defends our
country and flag”. The newspaper’s thesis of “International imperialist conspiracy” is emphasized
once more. Dogu Peringek’s expression, “Only a spokesman of imperialism can make this statement”,
repeats the conspiracy motif.
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More “commonsensical’” comments are made by retired ambassadors. For example, while Onur
Oymen says that “Prime Minister of Turkey cannot make an April 24" statement”, Niizhet Kandemir
expresses the idea that “it would weaken the Turkish theses.” Another retired ambassador, Stkri
Elekdag, criticizes the Prime Minister’s statement of condolence by saying that “ECHR’s decision of
Dogu Peringek had spoilt the game”. The basic theme in the news articles in Aydinlik is similar: The
imperialist powers, whose game was spoilt by Peringek, damaged the national interests by using co-
conspirator Erdogan. The editorial warns the “national sensitivity” by asking whether “crow cries can
prevent the flight of the falcons”. Besides, the news article titled “A support for the Armenian lie
from PKK” completes the circle of international conspiracy.

In the news article with the headline “Tayyip’s Text is from Washington” in Aydinlik on April 25,
presents the message of condolence as an international conspiracy. According to the news article,
Tayyip had to truckle to the imperialist pressure under the USA treats and despite the ECHR’s
decision Peringek got, “he embarked on a quest for a formula to satisfy the USA government.” The
first page of the newspaper is almost completely saved for the effects of the condolences released to
the public on April 23, and this reveals, once again, the denialist manner of Aydinlik in discussing the
Armenian Genocide. Using a large photograph, the editorial, which is published on the first page,
guotes the press release of the Committee of Talat Pasha condemning Erdogan. This editorial and the
expression “1915 is a Canakkale at the same time” quoted from the President of the Turkish
Historical Society bring Aydinlik forward in the discriminatory discourse used in content, within the
newspapers scanned.

KURULUS 1921 25 NISAN 2018 CUMA - 75 KURUS
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On the other hand, Tiirkiye, which broadcasted the least number of items relevant to the topic,
made April 24" in the headlines the most. It should be expressed that three headlines of Tiirkiye
published in April 24, 25 and 26 (“A CENTENARY BEAT FROM ERDOGAN! / CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS ARE
ON THE WAY A CENTENARY BEAT!”, “THE PRIME MINISTER MESSAGE FROM THE ARMENIAN
COMMUNITY HE COULD BE A CANDIDATE FOR THE NOBEL PRIZE / A MESSAGE FROM THE ARMENIAN
COMMUNITY: Erdogan is a candidate for the Nobel Prize”, “OLIVE BRANCH TO ARMENIANS 1915 IS
OUR SHARED PAIN/HE BROKE THE HUNDERED YEARS OLD TABOO 1915 is the shared pain of all of
us”) emphasizes Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s message of condolences. As can be understood from these
headlines, instead of the content of the condolences, the “mastership” of the political maneuver is
highlighted. For instance, the news item titled “A centenary beat from Erdogan” dated April 25,
which evaluates the effects of the foreign policy, is as follows:

BASBAKAN'DAN

ASIRLIK
CALIM

Erdo gan'in tari- rmeni diasporasi, 1915 olaylanmn 100. yahm

~ g 5 G hedef olarak secti. 2015'te, Ankara'ya bask: icin
hl mesa]l, tehCI- global kampanya hanrhklan yapd: Uluslararas:
£ A 0 mahkemelerde Turkiye'yi mahkiim ettirmek

rm ]'OO yll donu_ icin planlar tamamdi. Ancak, Bagbakan'm "Aa

munde 'I‘L'u'kl- muz ortak” mesajryla uzattifs zeytin dah dilnyada genis

PR k < yanlka buldu, gézler bir anda Ermenilerin Gzerine ¢evrildi
yeyl Oseye Sl- Diaspora ters kige oldu

klstlrmak lSte' Ankara, mesajla yetinmeyecek. Tehcir magduru Er

yen diasporanln @, menilerin torunlanna vatandaghik verilip,

gonilleri ahnacak. Erivan ySnetimi,

[} Ankara'mun ditgmanh bitirecek adun.

planlm bOZdu 9 9 lara huz verip, diinyamn destegini al

/ masin beklemiyordu. ‘Ters koge’ olan

diaspora “Tlrkiye, inkdn ambalajlad:™

teziyle Bagbakan'in tarihi qlagina
maskelemeye ¢ahist

AYRINTILAR 12°DE

i,
T orxeen Uzerine Dogent Yarr:

ABD BASINI: 99 il sonra esi gorulmemis
bir goniil alma mesaji. Bu énemli adimla 'Buyuk Felaket'i
iki ulke arasinda diyalog baslayabilir > s 2z s
VE ALMANYA: Sira digi adum... yine deglstlrmedl

Problemin ¢oziimi igin alt ¢izilmesi gere.

ken, nadir rastlanacak bir bildiri = B.:n(k()mm 2.“ Ni
e S san mesajinda gegen yil
AB: Bangma, Avrupa Birligi'nin kilit degerle oldugu gibi bu sene de

i:dc‘r"c?u}d; B:] m!{;.r) uzygun yeni adimla ~Bitytk Felaket™ anlam: :
pnn%:nign]g: ‘Ba}‘t‘)‘:k:n, Turk-Ermeni ilis ?:;'Lk‘,: ;’:g‘;;q;;&
kilerinde yeni sayfa acti. Firsat kagmamali.
It is observed that other newspapers (Sabah, Hiirriyet, Habertiirk, Radikal), which carried April 24"
to the headlines, put Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s message of condolences forward, as well. Although it is
not one of the monitored newspapers, the most assertive headline, which states “Prime Minister
Erdogan broke the routine again: The 1915 Revolution”, is captioned by Aksam newspaper. On April
25, Birglin saves an analysis article completely on the commentary of the reflections of the

statement of condolence on other newspapers’ headlines.
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iKTIDAR MEDYASI IMAJA CALISTI

Fasizme ‘kardeslik’ makyaji

iktidara yakin gazeteler Tayyip Erdodan’in 24 Nisan mesajini ‘devrim’ havasinda
sundu. Yayinlanan ‘taziye mesajiyla’ Ermeni meselesinin ¢déziime kavustuguna
kanaat getiren yandas gazeteler, imaj calismasi icin abartili mansetler kullandi

@ Ltidar medyas: yine yapilmayan: yapti. 1915
yiinda Ermeni tehcirine iligkin Bagbakan
Erdogan tarafindan yapilan imaj calisma-

siny, “devrim” olarak nitelendirdi. Gazeteler,

Erdogan’m salt “giizel sdzden” olusan igi bog

taziye mesajiny, devlet aklinda “bayuk bix iler-

leme™ ve “olaganiisti demokrasi anlayist” ola-

rak sundu. Ancak yandaslanin kullandig dil,

sdylemsel olarak bile esitlige ve kardeslige ne

denli yabanc: olduklanm: gosterdi.
_ Basbakan 'in 24 Nisan 1915 Ermeni
n "nin y yap
’e yakin

fidan sl ve sl yreumiaria kzl§lland|

Yayinlanan “wmziye mesajnda® Erdogan’in

herhangi bir 6zr@i ya da soykim kabul eden

higbir ifadesi olmamasina ragmen, yandaglar
mesajt “tarihi” bir agtklama olarak kabul etti.

“DEVRIM’ YAPTI!

AKP sozcileri arasinda en iddiah yorumu

Aksam gazetesi yapt. Gazete soykinma dair
hichir kabul@in ya da dzrin olmadsg1 “g0z bo-
vama” ve “imaj” metnini “1915 Devrimi” gibi
oldukga abartl: bir ifadeyle mansetine gikard:.
“Bagbakan Erdogan yine ezber bozdu™ diyen
Aksam gazetesi spotunda bu agiklamanin “gg
wilhik soruna ¢dziim mesaji” oldugunu savun-
du. Gazete spotunda “Basbakan, 1915 :Iaylz

nmp Tarklerle E uygu- Erdojan’in seti diginda vinci sayfasinda konuya dair yorum  tinin {izerinde, “Ermenilere zeytin dali” ifadesi-

dashi@ engel olmamas: gerektigini sdyledi” imaj alismasi olan yapmayan Star, Erdogan’in sdzlerini oldugu gibi  ni kullanarak aslinda konuyu hig aniamadigm:

sozlerine yer verdi. taziye mesajina, buamag  aktarmakla yetindi. Gazete sehir baskisinda ise  gosterdi. Tiirkiye gazetesi Erdogan'm agiklama-

abartil i yorumu . “En s *Tarihi bir adim” olarak degerlendirdi.

YUZYILLIK YANDASLIK antamlar yikledi. cesur taziye” ifadesini tercih etti.

Star, gazetesi Basbakan'n 24 Nisan aciklama- AKIT ORALI OLMADI

s “Yazylhk taziye™ olarak karsilads. “ilk kez KONU ANLASILAMAMIS! Iktidara yakinhigiyla bilinen saldirgan gazete

bir Bagbakan Ermenilere dogrudan hitap eden Sabah gazetesi ise “Gelin kirginliklar dostluga  Yeni Akit'e ise, Basbakan Erdogan’in “sdy-

mesaj \=\'mhd| ustb:ls g kullanan gazete donilssin” mansetiyle giku. Ermeni halkinin  lem demokrasisi” bile fazla geldi. “Soykinm
arihi acisini “karginhik” olarak nitelendirenve  Masali” manseti atan gazete, Erdogan'n 24

anlamak ms;nhk vazifesidic. O ginki sartar- Bagbakan'in yapurim anlaminda bir ey ifade  Nisan vesi “taziye

da hayatins kaybeden Ermenilerin huzur icinde etmeyen sbzlerini goklere gikaran Sabah, spo-  gérmemeyi tercih etti. Akit bunun yerine, Er-

yatmalanm _diliyor, torunlanna taziyelerimizi tunda Star gibi Erdogan’in sdzlerini kullandi.  meni Soykinmi’ni reddederek, 1915'in “yalan

iletiyoruz” ifadelerini tag:dr. Ustbaslik ve man- Tiirkiye gazetesi, “1915 ortak acimiz” mange-  oldugunu” ispatlamaya galist.

By the way, we have to state that almost all the scanned newspapers made a collage to exhibit how
the headlines of other newspapers reflected the April 24™ news. This shows that all the actors within
the journalism arena position themselves in relation to each other and they actively participate in
molding public opinion especially on critical dates and events like April 24™. In the conclusion of the
report, the importance of the discourse built around the events that make an impression on the
collective memory in building social imaginary and the part the press plays during this process will be
addressed.

Getting back to the headlines of the newspapers, apart from the human dimension of the
condolences, the theme of driving Armenia and the Armenian diaspora “into a corner” is highlighted
in Habertiirk. For example, while trying to reflect the effects of the condolences, April 25 issue of
Habertiirk shows — in a photograph as large as half of the first page - the father of Sevag Balik¢i, who
was killed serving during his compulsory military service; just below that photograph a small news
items titled “WHAT ABOUT THEM?” directs the readers to another news article on page 16. In that
news article, Davutoglu asks, addressing the Armenian diaspora: “Will they express condolences for
our killed diplomats?” Habertiirk, in this very news item, by carrying “What about them?” on the
title, directly targets the Armenian diaspora and this news article sets a good example of the
newspaper’s discriminatory discourse.

In Sabah’s headline dated April 24, the sentence from the message of condolences “Let’s Transform
Resentment to Friendship” is used. The word “resentment” functions to extenuate and ease the
Genocide discussions. The sentence just above the headline makes it clear that the offer of
condolences is not an apology for the Genocide, but the condolences for the ‘deportation’ (single
quotation marks are used by the newspaper). In the spots quoted from the same conciliatory text,
Erdogan’s sentence “Any conscientious, fair and humanistic approach to these issues requires an
understanding of all the sufferings endured in this period, without discriminating as to religion or
ethnicity” is highlighted.
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As in all the newspapers close to the government, Sabah uses a photograph of Erdogan posing with a
cute child in April 23" celebrations. Here, we see an image of Erdogan affectionately leaning forward
to the child and smiling. As we will see in the section in which we analyze how the theme of the
research subject is visualized in the newspapers, the motif of “Father Erdogan” is emphasized both in
writing and in photographs.

In Sabah’s April 25 issue, the international effects of the message of condolences are put forward.
With a superscript of “The world applauded Erdogan’s message of condolences”, the title “A unique
conciliation” is used. As was in the previous day’s headline (“Let’s Transform Resentment to
Friendship”), by the use of the term “conciliation” in this title, it is insinuated that the issue is a
problem that can be solved by “conciliation”. The spot “Praises rain down on Erdogan all over the
world” instrumentalizes the condolences by propagandizing it. Choice of only the positive reactions
such as the expression “watershed on our pains” in Archbishop Aram Atesyan’s — General Vicar of
Armenian Patriarch in Turkey — statement unfolds the instrumentalization towards propaganda.

Within the content Zaman publishes on the first page of the newspaper on April 24, an
unimpassioned tone of language stands out. In the news item on the side column, under the Prime
Minister’s photograph, the message of condolences is mentioned as “an interesting move”. Among
the aforementioned headlines, the most neutral one is Radikal’s headline on April 24: “We offer our
condolences”.

Different from most of the other newspapers, the first page of Birgiin on April 24 does not highlight
the statement of condolences made public by the Prime Ministry; rather it canalizes it using a
journalistic language. Neither praises like “a historical stage, this is a revolution” nor the tone of
excessive satire as in Aydinlik become prominent. The news item is presented at the bottom of the
page with a photograph of Erdogan in a remote tone. On the other hand, above this news item, the
words of some Armenian associations and surviving Armenians are put forward. For example, Nor
Zartonk’s statement “We want justice, not compassion” and in the news box just next to it a book
that explains what happened in 1965, the year in which the “Genocide” was commemorated globally
for the first time, are pointed out. Just next to these two news boxes, an introduction to the news
about Kessab Armenians, who had to leave their hometowns due to the civil war in Syria, appears.

On the headline of Birgiin on April 25, Prime Minister fades away from the scene and the expressions
of opposing parties and associations are put forward. In the newspaper, the term “Armenian
Genocide”, not “1915 events”, is used. In addition to the statements of opposing parties such as ODP
and HDP and human rights organizations like iHD, the statements of Hubyar Sultan Alevi Cultural
Association are also included. In the other monitored newspapers, no news related to the Alevis’
attitudes are seen. Besides, the commemoration ceremony in Taksim is also reported in addition of a
photograph.

Columnists and the Armenian Genocide

In 60 of the news items and articles, which are the subjects of the report, authors are not specified.
Other contents are — in addition to the articles of opinion columnists and specified journalists — the
articles and news items written by newspapers’ domestic representatives, particularly of istanbul and
Ankara, and foreign representatives like the ones in Paris and Washington and news agencies.
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Among the columnists/journalists who have written more than one article on the topic, Rasim Ozan
Kitahyali is the leader (4 opinion columns in Sabah’s April 22, 23, 24, and 26 issues). Following
Kitahyali are Hasan Celal Giizel (2 opinion columns in Sabah’s April 25 and 26 issues), Emre Demir,
Zaman newspaper’s representative in Paris (2 news articles in Zaman’s April 25 and 26 issues),
Sabahattin Onkibar (2 opinion columns in Aydinlik’s April 24 and 25 issues), Taha Akyol (2 opinion
columns in Hiirriyet’s April 24 and 25 issues), and Zeynep Kuray (1 interview and 1 news article in
Birgilin’s April 23 and 25 issues). In order to exemplify, the paragraphs below are the analyses of
opinion columns of Rasim Ozan Kiitahyali published in Sabah on April 22, 23, 24, and 26, Hasan Celal
Giizel published in Sabah on April 25 and Sabahattin Onkibar published in Aydinlik on April 25.

Rasim Ozan Kiitahyali starts his article series on April 22, two days before the Remembrance Day. He
appreciates the message of condolences issued on April 23 enthusiastically and continues criticizing
Kemalism and the Unionists (Supporters of the Committee of Union and Progress — ittihat ve Terakki
Cemiyeti) and Talat Pasha whom he declares as responsible of the Genocide. In his article published
on April 22, Rasim Ozan Katahyall starts to write how he realized the reality of the Genocide. He
mentions the harms of the Kemalist education and puts forward that the source of Armenopobia
(anti-Armenianist position) is the national education children are exposed in childhood: “As Turkish
children, we already had an anti-Armenianist position due to the Kemalist education we had. Then
they made us watch an officially produced documentary about the genocide of the Turkish nation
carried out by the Armenians.” Kiitahyall, in his column published on April 23, determines Kemalism
as the only suspect and emphasizes the relationship between the Kemalists and the Unionists. He
explains what Kemalist national education taught as: “Most of the time the articles on the topic
starts with “Nothing happened”, and then comes the lines “There were mutual massacres” and
finally end with the sentence “Yes, it happened but it had to happen”.
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What dominates his column besides the condolences are praise of Erdogan and criticism of the
“Unionist Kemalist secularist” segment. In the praising section, he explains the importance of the
message with respect to Turkish history as: “With this statement, another taboo of the history of the
Turkish Republic is broken. The last taboo, which is the Armenian taboo, will be blown to bits.” The
only suspects of the crime, the Unionists are identified as “fascists” and the historical relation

68



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: January - December 2014

between Kemalists and the Unionists is emphasized: “We have to offer our condolences as a nation
to the grandchildren of Armenian brothers and sisters, who were slaughtered by the Unionists
fascists in 1915.” The theme of Erdogan the Great Leader recurs: “As he has proved many times
before, Erdogan, once again, demonstrated globally that he is a great leader who goes beyond the
ordinary”, “Erdogan, with his avant-garde attitude, went beyond the ordinary once again; he
destroyed one of the largest barriers before Turkey unexpectedly again. There is nothing as the 1915

III

taboo any more. Turkey will act as a big country and reality will free us all.” And finally he declares
the guilty: “This immoral and conscientiousless mentality appeared within the 1915 conjuncture as
the Unionism. It appeared before us concretized as a man, named Talat, who saw people as a simple
part of his population engineering project.” When the emphasis of the relationship between the
Unionists, who committed the crime of Genocide, and Kemalism, who sets the denial of the
Genocide as a corner stone of the national education, is taken into account, the general tone of the
article series shows that the discussion of the Genocide and the message of condolences are handled
together with the myth of Erdogan, who is claimed to break the Kemalist domination, and that in this

context the topic is seen to be instrumentalized in a different way by Rasim Ozan Kiitahyali.

The article of Hasan Celal Giizel, which was published on
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April 25 in Sabah, starts by aggrandizing the period of the
Ottoman Empire. According to the article Armenians lived
happily as a ‘loyal’ nation while benefiting from all the
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ministers, 33 deputies, 7 ambassadors, 11 consuls, 29
pashas, and 11 professors from the Armenian minorities
in the Ottoman Empire.” Then come the notorious foreign
powers, which is the main motif of the settled national
education and schooling. Foreign powers destroy this

fraternally common life, sowed discord among them. By
being played by the foreign powers, Armenians starts to
break the peace and weaken the Ottoman Empire by
blowing a hole in the country: “Unfortunately England being in the first place, Russia, USA at later
periods, and Armenians via the Dashnak and Hunchak terrorist gangs they founded, returned this
appreciation with treachery.”

Here, the themes of foreign powers, conspiracy, instigation, internal enemies of the nationalistic
history narrative are called out. Above all, the chief point is the explicit generation of discriminatory
discourse towards Armenians by insinuating the ‘ingratitude’ of the Armenians in the advancing
paragraphs. It is quite significant that one of the main motifs to justify the Genocide (“They stabbed
us in the back and we did what needed to be done”) is used in an article that defends that Genocide

did not occur: “During the First World War they stabbed the Turkish nation from the back under the
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aegis of Russia, and massacred Turks and Kurds. This massacre by Armenians continued heavily
between 1915 and 1920. By embarking upon “ethnic cleansing” of the Turks especially in the east,
southeast and south, Armenians tried to build up a geography upon which they would establish a
country of their own.”

The expressions like ‘To stab the Turkish nation from the back’ used in the paragraph above, present
the Armenians as the subjects of hate, who deserve what happened to them. Then Ottoman Empire
is absolved: “Ottoman did not slaughter any Armenian citizens; on the contrary, with all its goodwill,
they took all the measures to ensure the safety of the deported groups.” In the meantime, even if a
crime was committed, it is not by the state apparatus, but by the “tribes in the southeast.” However,
Hasan Celal Glzel does not use any category of “crime”, besides he emphasizes that as well as
Armenians, “our soldiers” were among those who died: “In the course of the attacks for brigande of
some of the tribes in the southeast, as well as our Armenian citizens, our soldiers, who protected
them, were also killed.”

The author emphasizes that the number of Armenians killed was 400 thousand, yet the number of
Turks killed was much more than that: “Especially the Ottoman archives, but at the same time
‘National Archives and Records Administration’ (NARA), British, Russian, French and German archives
all prove that the number of lost Armenians within this period was below 400 thousand... On the
other hand, Armenian komitadjis killed at least 1.5 million Muslim Turks in unprecedented violence.
Solely by the ethnic cleansing carried out in the state of Revan in the Ottoman Empire, none of the
Turkish population left alive.”

On the other hand, he writes that the message of condolences, which is the main issue that triggered
the article, has “bad timing”, and emphasizes the disadvantages it will cause on the international
level and he demands messages of condolences the Prime Minister left unsaid to be offered as well:
“It is not possible to understand untimely issued message as the acceptance of the racist slander
directed towards the Turkish Nation, and to aspire after compensation and demands of land.
Meanwhile, we expect from our Prime Minister condolences not only for the Armenians, who lost
their lives in the course of the events, but also for the Turks and the Kurds.”

Finally, the author reverses the balance in the genocide discussion completely. Expressing that he
“actually feels sorry for the ignoramuses and traitors among us” he repeats the thesis denying the
Genocide: “We should emphasize that there is nothing as the Armenian Genocide, but massacred
Turkish Nation.”

The article titled “CONDOLENCES FOR DEPORTATION IS COLLABORATION IN THE CONSPIRACY” by
Sabahattin Onkibar, which was published in Aydinlik on April 25, can be read to evaluate the reaction
of the circles usually defined as “nationalitarian” to the message of condolences offered by Prime
Minister Erdogan. Two words in the title, “deportation” and “co-conspirator”, reveals the basic
perception and pattern of mentality of the nationalitarian circles. First of all, the foreign powers are
listed in the article: “Diaspora is said to respond positively. Besides USA and EU is said to applaud. We
are talking about the Tayyip Erdogan’s offer of condolences for the deportation.” The author defines
the events as “deportation” and the cause of deportation is simple for him: “Why were the
Armenians deported! Because of their collaboration with the enemy and bloodshed in Anatolia.”
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Not only in this opinion column but the language used
in the news items in Aydinlik, one of the words that is

Sabahattln ONKIBAR 4;&“ used predominantly is “even” and the discourse is in
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conspirator Erdogan” quoted above. That is to say
that Erdogan is not blamed for treachery explicitly but it is ensured that the reader links up this
secret relation: “As a matter of fact, | would be surprised if Erdogan, who begrudged a statement and
mercy for those whom were slaughtered by the Armenian gangs, did the opposite by his mission.”
Thereby the statement of condolences is reflected as collaboration in conspiracy on the part
Erdogan, who is insinuated as the pawn of the foreign powers (holder of mission).

The Emphasis of Condolences in April 24 Commemoration

When the aforementioned newspapers issued between April 22 and 26, 2014 are monitored, it is
observed that slightly a bit more than the half of the headlines were “objective” and the rest of them
were “not objective” using the expressions like “A small compromise, a big step”, “Erdogan issued
the message, Yerevan burnt our flag”. While we can say that half of the newspapers had a balanced
distribution of headlines like that, Radikal, Tiirkiye, Habertiirk and Hiirriyet are observed to subvert
from this pattern. As can be seen in the graph below, the distributions of the headlines of the items

published on Radikal and Tiirkiye are contrary to each other.
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When the titles of the items are compared, the only newspaper that has objective titles far more
than those that are not objective is Hiirriyet. 72% of the titles of the items in Hiirriyet published
between April 22 and 26, 2014 are objective. On the other hand, it is observed that 60% of the titles
of the items in Habertiirk published on the same dates are not objective.

When we statistically analyzed the words used on the titles of the items published on the studied
newspapers issued between April 22 and 26, the below graphic is obtained.

l“‘ e | TayVIP Uluslararass . Sehit Yen

4 B L’
( )[) nn 1 lul. petlt '\/dtanddﬁllk 1ze !
. ’, Mesajl Mesaj I’ @
S‘ (Ka)rajr 4 Dukkl) U\ 3 l\ l rnumlu e
Dedi

Disspors Degil Tarihi
> ar, Diasporaya i S()\ l’\lll“]l .
Seviivle m.m,E rmen Flll k Y "l‘\ :lllk Kabu lAbd

1 rl m24lean AIH""WP erl Il,(file

Memnun Ttirkive' an ¢ Muhalefet A m
) ln\d()lll\L
G
\\\Y ors Millete Olavian a eTLlr 1 5} e \uhn Ik “ dl
; S5y (umn! Samimivet

Oldu Yorumu ! n!‘,"r::]‘:" Kada

As can be seen from the above graphic, during the April 24™ commemoration, a year before the 100™
anniversary of the Genocide, Recep Tayyip Erdogan who issued a message of condolences made his
mark on the agenda. The word “Erdogan” used in the titles of the items published on the monitored
newspapers between April 22 and 26, 2014, is mentioned as frequent as the word “Genocide” and
more frequent than the word “Armenian”.

Whereas, when the first pages of the same newspapers issued between 2007 and 2014 are scanned,
the graphic we get is completely different, as can be seen below. During the seven year period before
2014, neither the word “Genocide” nor the word “Erdogan” is used predominantly in the headlines
and on the first pages of the same newspapers.
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When the two graphs are compared, it is observed that the word “Genocide” is used more frequently
in print media in the April 24" commemoration of 2014, a year before the 100" anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide. It can be said that with the statement of condolences from the prime minister,
the word ‘genocide’ has become easier to use in some circles. While the words “Obama”, “Yerevan”,
“road map” and “satisfied” come into prominence in the 2007-2014 graphs, these concepts gave way
to “Turkey”, “message” and “condolences”. In 2014, other two words that come to the fore as the
reflection of the message of condolences are “ECHR” and “Peringek”. While the word “Armenian”
has a relatively similar significance in both of the graphics, as can be seen on the 2014 graph, the
word that shakes previous signs of imaginary, which leaves its mark on the social imaginary, that
displaces some of them and that worms its way by splitting all other words, is the word “Erdogan”.
The similar situation arises on the visuals used in items related to April 24" the image of Recep
Tayyip Erdogan appears by suppressing the visuals for the commemoration (this fact will be dealt in
detail in the section that analyzes the visuals). By issuing the message, the Prime Minister made his
mark on the April 24™ commemoration moving ahead of the Armenian Genocide, which is the topic
of the condolences, ahead of the both sides of the discussion whether Turkey should accept or deny
it, third parties such as the president of USA to whom the role to act as a referee during the process
is provided and ahead of even the message of condolences itself.

Getting to the general content of the articles and the news items published in newspapers in 2014, in
the beginning of the study, it was thought that these contents are to be analyzed under 5 categories,
namely “informative / historical”, “emotional /humanitarian”, “confronting the past / social

” ou

responsibility” “with political intentions / manipulative”, and “provocative / polarizing”. However
during the study, it appeared that the category of “condolences” should be added to these
categories. The distribution of content, about April 24™ Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day
published on the monitored newspapers between April 22 and 26, under the categories is shown in

percentages in the graphic below:
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89 of the 219 items in the monitored newspapers are the news about condolences. Under this
category, Birgiin published the least number of items (1 item) and Hiirriyet, Habertiirk and Sabah
published the most. 21 of the total of 32 items, Hirriyet published, are about the condolences. This is
followed by informative / historical news with 7 items. There was only 1 item for each of the
remaining categories.

Among Sabah’s items, news about the condolences — three fourth of the total — are in the
foreground. The news item, titled “A conciliatory approach towards Armenians” written by Mesut
Hastirk on April 25, emphasizes that Erdogan’s message of condolences about the 1915 events has a
widespread worldwide media coverage and highlights that this message is described as “the clearest,
most conciliatory and the peaceful approach” by the worldwide media. Another news article, which
is published in the same day and titled “Armenians of Turkey: We accept it with love” written by
Mehmet Nayir, relays the impact of the message of condolences among Armenians of Turkey by
saying “Armenian Patriarchy of Turkey made a statement: “We accept the condolences, which our
Prime Minister offered, with love.”” Apart from the headlines, Sabah columnists — Emre Ak6z with
the title “A small compromise, a big step” (April 25), Erdal Safak with the title “On the condolences”
(April 25), Tulu Gimustekin “A courageous historical transformation” (April 26), and Murat Yilmaz
with the title “Erdogan’s message of condolences” (April 26) — wrote articles about the condolences.
Other examples can be added. Nearly none of the authors of Sabah skipped the condolences.

Out of the 219 items published in the scanned newspaper, 48 of them are categorized as informative
/ historical. Under this category, Sabah published the least number of items (1); Aydinlik, Hiirriyet
and Habertiirk published the most. On the other hand, if we look at the proportional distribution of

Ill

the items for each newspaper, Zaman leads under the category of “informative / historical” being %
of the total items under this category. 2/3 of Zaman’s total items are about the condolences. By
publishing at least one news item under the categories of “confronting the past” and “emotional /
humanitarian”, Zaman is quite careful not to publish under the categories “with-political-intentions /

manipulative” and “provocative / polarizing”.

Undoubtedly, this situation arises out of the ambivalent position the mentioned newspaper has
towards the government. Zaman newspaper, which has broken up its relations with the government,
neither opposes the commemoration of the Armenian Genocide and the condolences of the
government nor supports them completely. On the one hand the columnists of Zaman, as of Radikal,
affirm the condolences but on the other hand they are chary of the condolences. As examples to
these articles, the article that emphasizes that “the pluralist point of view, democracy, culture and
modernity, that is to say the human values” should apply for the “inland” as well (Hiiseyin Gilerce’s
article in Zaman dated April 25, 2014: “Next, surprising the inland...”) or the article that asks “How
long do you think it will take to apologize from the spotless people called ‘assassins’?” (Sevgi
Akarcesme’s article in Zaman dated April 25, 2014: “The message of condolences is important but
what about sincerity?”) can be given.

Only 12 items out of the 219 items in the scanned newspapers are classified as emotional /
humanitarian. The news items under this category out of the total number of items have a share of
6%, as the news items under the category of confronting the past / social responsibility. Under this
category, Habertirk published no items and Sabah, Hiirriyet and Habertiirk published the least
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number of items (1 item each). The newspaper, which published the largest number of items under
this category, is Birglin. When the distribution of the items published in Birgilin is observed,
emotional / humanitarian news are seen to be on the foreground with a 31% share. As examples, the
interview dated April 24 and titled “How many more trees we will plant and not be able to eat its
fruits” by Lora Baytar and the news article dated April 25 and titled “One hundred years of pain:
Some wounds do not heal by time” by Zeynep Kuray can be given.
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The items under the category ‘condolences’ appear in Birgiin at a minimum proportion. Yet the
newspaper that published the largest number of news items under the category ‘confronting the
past / social responsibility’ is Birgiin. On the other hand, the newspaper that published the smallest
number of items under the category ‘condolences’, both in number and in ratio, is Birgiin. This
attitude is a reflection of the political stance shaped by opposition to Erdogan.

Under the category ‘with-political-intentions/manipulative’, by taking into account the total number
of items published in the scanned newspapers, the items published in Tiirkiye comes to the forefront
— though not numerically but proportionally. The article by Rahim Er dated April 24, 2014 and titled
“Turkish-Armenian friendship” and an article by ismail Kapan with the same date titled “To break the
routine for 1915”, and the headline of the newspaper’s April 26, 2014 issue (THE PRIME MINISTER
MESSAGE FROM THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY HE COULD BE A CANDIDATE FOR THE NOBEL PRIZE / A
MESSAGE FROM THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY: Erdogan is a candidate for the Nobel Prize) can be
given as examples for this stance.
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MENI CEMAATINDEN BASBAKAN MESAJI

NOBEL ADAYI OLABILIR

B asbakan'in, birilke imzaatip 1915
TaZlye mesa - 1 } oalsaylan icin ornakeaumlz lxiesap
ni‘asirlik kI‘lZl W vermest ik vatandag) Enmenilerin

! 1 gelecege umutla bakmasina yol

1 B
bmrecek adlm ¥ act. Her nisanda siddetlenen asirhik
i . gerilimin, tarihi mesajla son bulmasim di-
dlye yOI”umla leyen Ermeni vatandaglar “Bagbakanimiz,
yan Ermen daha snce mallanmun bize e et Simel
2 U de bagsaglif diledi. Bunlar bizim icin cok
cem‘a‘ah BaS' onemli adimlar” diye konugtu,
bakan. Bar 1S Buip hig kopmasin
Nobeline ad ay Ankara'mun uzattif zeytin dalinin suistimal
% 1 edilmemesi gerektigini soyleyen Ermen ce-
olmal dlyor maatinin ileri gelenler “Her seyin bir bag-
langia olmal. Bu da bir baglangictr, temenni
ederiz ki bu ip kopmaz” yorumunu yapt.
Erdogan ‘giizel adam’ diye tanimlayan Er-
meni cemaatleri, Bang Nobeli ne adaylik igin
de soyle dedi: Bu adimlan ile Nobel's aday
olabilir. Biz de o gin ayakta alkiglaniz..
AYRINTILAR 17'E

Even though Aydinlk leads the category ‘informative / historical content’ with 18 items, it is quite
difficult to say that the newspaper adopts an impartial journalistic policy; the reason being that we
have observed a provocative / polarizing attitude in 14 items (1/4 of the total number items about
the April 24" commemoration published in the newspaper) and 11 items with the attitude ‘with
political intentions / manipulative’. There are almost no news items under the categories ‘emotional
/ humanitarian’ and ‘confronting the past /social responsibility’. Taking into account all these facts, it
can be said that besides adopting a position quite engaged in relation to April 24™ commemoration,
Aydinhk exemplifies for the ‘provocative / polarizing’ category. The quoted news item below shows
that attitude explicitly.
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SOYKIRIM YALANINDA BIiRLESTILER

PKK-Diaspora el ele verdi

PKK-KCK, Ermeni Soykirimi yalani kapsaminda ‘yildonimi’ olarak gindeme getirilen 24 Nisan icin
yaptigi aciklamada ortak miicadele cagrisinda bulundu. BDP, Diyarbakir'da da soykirnim sergisi agiyor

HABER MERKEZi

(4% rmeni Soykirmi” yil-

dontiimii olarak su-

nulan 24 Nisan icin
yapilan aciklamalar, PKK ile
soykirim yalanina sarilanlar ara-
sindaki isbirligini bir kez daha
ortaya koydu.

Yazil aciklama yapan KCK
Halklar ve Inanglar Komitesi,
“1915 yilinda milyonlarca Er-
meninin Osmanh Imparator-
lugu’nun gerici ve milliyetci re-
jimi tarafindan binlerce yildir
yasadiklari topraklardan kopa-
nldigin, yiiz binlercesinin de
cok cesitli yontemlerle katle-
dildi” ifadeleriyle soykinm yalam
ortakhigini bir kez daha ortaya
koydu.

Kuzey Suriye gondermesi

KCK’nin aciklamasinda dik-
kat ¢eken asil noktaysa “soyki-
rnm” gerekgesiyle Suriye'nin ku-
zeyinde olusturulan fiili duruma
yapilan  gonderme oldu.
KCK’dan yapilan aciklamada
soyle denildi:

“Ermeni halkina yonelik bii-
yiik katliam: anma vesilesiyle

basta Suriye ve Rojava'da ya-
sayan Ermeni halkimiz olmak
tuzere, tim halklan ve inanc
gruplarini, Rojava ve Suriye'deki
Demokratik Ulus sistemine
daha guicli katilmaya; bolgenin
diger cografyalarinda yasayan
halk ve inan¢ topluluklarim da
bu sistem ve birligi daha gicli
bir bicimde sahiplenmeye cagi-
riyoruz.” KCK'nin bu aciklamasi
Suriye’nin boliinmesi hedefinde
Ermenilere de bir cagri olarak
yorumlandi.

Diyarbakir'da ‘soykinm’ anmasi

BDP'li Diyarbakir Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi,
24 Nisan gerekcesiyle “99 Siirgiin Portresi-
Ermeni Soykinmindan Hayatta Kalan 99 Kisi”
adli bir sergi aciyor. Sergi, Marsilya’da Ermeni
Bellek Arastirma ve Arsivieme (ARAM) Der-
negi ile Ermeni-Tiirk diyalogu alaninda calis-
malar yiiriiten Lyon merkezli Fransiz-Ermeni
kurulusu olan Yerkir Europe ve Diyarbakir
Biiytiksehir Belediyesi ortakligiyla Amed Sanat
Galerisi’nde bugiin acilacak.

Sergiyle ilgili aciklama yapan Diyarbakir
Belediyesi Kiiltiir ve Turizm Daire Baskam

Muharrem Cebe, “Ermeni soykirimi” yalanina
isaret ederek aym seylerin Kiirtlerin basina
da geldigini iddia etti. Cebe sozlerini soyle
stirdiirdii: “Talan, soykirim, Enfal, biiyiik go¢
gibi bircok isimle adlandirilan katliamlar ya-
sandi. Bu hem Ermeni hem de Kurt halkinin
bagma geldi. Bunlarin arasinda Diyarbakirl
olanlar da vardi, mecburen topraklarimi terk
etmek zorunda kaldilar. Fransa'ya gittiler. Bu-
giin sembolik de olsa hemserilerimizin 99 yil
sonra dedelerinin yasadigy, dogdugu topraklara
geri donmelerinden dolayi cok mutluyuz.”

. N
Diaspora: Bize en

.
yakin parti HDP

ANF'ye konusan Hrant
Dink ve Zirve katliami dava-
larmin avukatlarindan Erdal
Dogan, Ermeni diasporasinin
yillarca Tirkiye toplumuna
“seytanlastirildigim” iddia
ederek “once bu alginin yok
edilmesi gerekiyor” ifadelerini
kullands.

Ermeni meselesi konu-
sunda Tirkiye'de yiikselen
muhalefetin Kiirt siyasi ha-
reketinin muhalefetiyle bir
araya gelerek bir atmosfer
olusturdugunu belirten Do-
gan, HDP’nin yaptigi cahs-
malara dikkat ¢ekti. Dogan,
yerel secimlerde Ermenilerin
en yogun bicimde icerisinde
yer aldigi partinin HDP ol-
dugunu kaydederek “Diaspo-
ramin bir kismi bugiin Turki-
ye'de bulunan partilerin icinde
kendilerini en cok HDP’ye
yakin gordiiklerini bana ilet-
tiler” ifadesini kullandi.

More than half of the items published in Habertiirk are left to the condolences. Following the
condolences, % of the total items published in the newspaper are provocative/polarizing news items.
With respect to this attitude, Habertiirk follows Aydinlik immediately. Informative / historical
content has the ratio of 1/5 to the total number and there are no items under the remaining

categories.

Among the newspapers scanned, it can be said that Aydinlik and Habertiirk generated the most
discriminatory discourse in print media with the provocative / polarizing items they published.
Especially Aydinlik, with the news content given as an example above, regenerates the
discriminatory discourse targeting both Armenians and Kurds.

Only 12 items out of the 219 items in the scanned newspapers are categorized under ‘confronting
the past / social responsibility’. The number of items under this category has the share of only 6%
among the total number of items. Habertiirk published no items under this category; Zaman and
Hiirriyet published the least number of items (1 item each). The newspaper, which published the
largest number of items under this category, is Birgiin. Even though the number of items under the
categories ‘condolences’ and ‘informative / historical’ has the ratio of 2/3 in Radikal, the newspaper
proportionally comes to the forefront with news items under the category ‘confronting the past /
social responsibility’. The articles titled “Civilization and Genocide” by Ahmet insel on April 22, 2014,
“Was it a Genocide? by Cengiz Candar on April 24, 2014, “Erdogan’s message should be adopted,
but...” by Koray Caliskan, and “Congratulation and hesitation” by Ciineyt Ozdemir on April 25, 2014
are distinguished within this context.
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April 24th Commemoration in the Visuals

Another reflection of the fact that Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s message of condolences had left its mark
on the agenda of 1915 Genocide in Turkey in 2014 has become evident in the visuals along with
other types of contents used. Visual materials were used in 113 out of the 219 news stories and
articles that were subject to research. In proportion to the amount of content it used, Aydinlik was
the newspaper that made use of visuals the most.

A categorization through “commemoration ceremony image”, “state representatives”,
“demonstration/protest”, “deportation/massacre image”, and “visuals depicting condolences” has
been utilized regarding the content in which visual materials were used. As shown in the graph below
with the percentage distribution of visuals in content, visuals regarding condolences constituted the
most used visual category. Visuals depicting condolences are followed by visuals categorized under
“commemoration ceremony visuals” and “demonstration/protest”.
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ceremony image
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condolences State
53% representatives
e 1%
(]
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19%
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In the materials concerning condolences, the coincidence of the message with April 23™ Children’s
Day, generally resulted in a prominent figure of a fatherly Erdogan, who is smiling and caressing
children’s cheeks, on the next day’s newspapers. For instance, in a large photo on the front page of
Sabah’s April 24 issue, Erdogan is seen joyously talking to little Goker to whom he delegated his seat.
Similarly, on Tiirkiye’s April 24 issue, Erdogan is seen caressing little Goker’s cheek.

78



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: January - December 2014

Tarkiye’nin en iyi gazetesi : : Yildirim’a Aﬁar’ln
- cezaevi hazirlaniyor

NOBEL 6ditllit yazarnmiz Orhan
Pamuk, genc sevgilisivle bir resto-
randa goriintalenin
SURTLAR VADISI NEYECAN DOLY lamba
Cahit hastanede ), Avustralyali S Saklan cekivoriar
m kalim j gizemli sevgili Glod kondisi do masanin

asiveriyor J makyaj sanatcisi altina kafasms soktu.

‘TEHCIR’ TAZIYESI YAYIMLADI

IGELIN, KIHGII\II.IKI.AB
DOS'I'I.UGA DONUSSU

ERDOGAN: Adil bir insani ve vicdani durus, din ve etnik kéken
gozetmeden bu donemde yasanmis acilan anlamayl gerekli kilar

BIiRINCI Diinya Savag esnasin-
da yaganan hadiseler hepimizin e e

ortak acisi. Bu acil: tarihe adil b= - - -
B e e, Nihai karar =&
insani ve ilmi sorumluluk. w Tm
BiR INSANLIK VAZIFESI '
u hafta

B SRS g sz mayvis ortasi
dag: herkes Ermenilorin ge =

vasadiklan ncxlann hatiralarin:
ak ve paylagmak

AKAN Erdogan: Kosk adayi-
AK Parti'nin mayis knmplnda

ri insani sonug- Kaosa neden

lar doguran hadiselerin yaganmog ' . rigbir adim atmayrz
olmass. Tiirkler ile Ermeniler ara- y . § 4 CUMHURBASKANI ile aramizda

sinda duygudaglik kurulmasmna . L g A U'hprhangi bir anlasmazlik yasanmaz.
engel olmamals. P2 ':lsan &.I‘,ya:. n.a-;;-,.,s.sg::anlim kuuué:r\- Anka- tocilere) Yine ters koge olabil;
— ra'da. 1t 3. sint BYrencis: Soker Inan otur. sol 2 belli ol ML
TAZIYELERIMIZI ILETIYORUZ B P tinrs Intsrmetin eabi oy ga ¢ iz S e uln::‘l:hlkl“o‘;‘x;n“ LU JES'Am:
olmali. Diigiincem neot. 2108

NE var ki. kirginliklan yoniden

dostluklata ddnistirmemiz mum-

kiin olacaksa, farkl: soylen

lerin hosgoria ve empats
arsilanmas: tabi

P HALKLARIN. kayiplann
kendilerine vaksgir vontem-

Erdogan- Osmanli ﬁg\t::.;xgy:
torunlarina da diledik _ val medya milli

" iradeye saldin

= ; \()
Diinya ajanslari Kamhavgab:g
flas’ diye gect > i

ni sandia gamda.
TBMNM'vi tahkir
etmek, ci
diglamaktir. 20D€

SRU
DUNYANIN 6nde gelen haber ajans- = s S r".u o€
lar:, Bagbakan Erdofian’in tehcir V1 ezie
mesajum “flas’ haber olarak duyurdu.
Yabanci gazeteler de haberi aninda
internet sil ] 1

“Egitimin Kalitesini
Bevazlar moranyor ’ = = Icerigi Belirler”
St Z'e lren i
i ~ s Akademik

ik ‘beyar -

e dlayagn yedi RTES
gerekir. 1DA
Ergenekon
davasinda

| HASTANEDE UNUTTULAR
O:

55yl save: Zel
'S ton Nlu‘daln bile Lurh
tutuktu Katan inden geleni yap® dey

rtekin. gdasinda polislers dovd ird
v

Evdeki hesap...
SIYASETE ilgi
duyanlann

cesehir
“Sehzadeler Carpics beni ; 7 Koleji
sehri” Mani- | P75 M isdibiarda dondim. Amecian ﬁmn;,u;l«rlp oo J

sa'da odrene- 3
«-g- cok sey
wvar. 15 TE

Maryrettin Ertekin bulundu: yvapmakt. ERMAN SZTURK ON HABERI

MEB’e okullardan ‘paralel” sikayet yagdi

e sk mdemibhursistemicom | 444 5122

It is actually obvious that such an image, which arose with the occasion of April 23", was
manipulated and reinforced by the print media. For example, an item dated April 23 on Tiirkiye put
an interviewee’s words in the headline as “We thank ‘Father Tayyip’” when covering the views of
Armenians, living in Las Vegas, about his message of condolences.
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:fra}q&m; Baba'ya
tesekkiur ederiz

CNR T agbakanintaziyeme- gah Garbis Sahnazogiu ise “Cok
Turk]ye den sajt, Ermeni nifusu-  hogumuza gittd” seklinde ko-
ABD'ye go¢ eden nun yogun bulundu-  nustu. Migirdic Menzilclyan,
Ermeniler, Bagba- gu ABD'deki Los An-  “Erdogan bir jest yapti. Kendi-
kan'n agiklama-  geles kentinde yasayan Erme-  sinden de bu beklenirdi” ifa-
larma cok sevin- nileri ¢ok sevindirdi. Onlardan  delerini kullanirken, Garo Ha-

2 Q ok . biri olan Bogos Mayramoglu, tunise soyle dedi: “Istanbul'dan
digini soyledi. “aqklama cokgizel 42yl Tir-  geldim. Basbakan Erdogan’

kiye'de ¢ok rahat yasadim. Fa-
kat deviet adamlan 1915 diline
sarmus gidiyor” derken, Kadir-

buyiik takdirle kargithyorum
ve ‘Tayyip baba'ya saygilanmi
sunuyorum.”

Another father that came up in the messages of condolences was Garabet Balikgl —
father. He appeared in the headline of Habertiirk’s April 25, 2014 issue:
father/Erdogan’s message gave us joy”.
thanks to another father (Tayyip Erdogan), who could sympathize with him the best. Moreover, it can

Sevag Balikgl’s
“Thanks from the
This news item can be read as a father’s (Sevag’s father)

be said that the image of “Father Tayyip” has been reinforced through the word “father”.
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Newspapers rather rarely gave place to deportation/massacre imagery. Yet the image of massacre
was shown in Radikal and Sabah. On Saturday April 24, 2014 in Radikal, a visual regarding the event
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that was named as the Musa Mountain Rebellion in history was used in an article' titled “I WANT TO
SAVE MY NATION FROM DISGRACE”, which was about the testimony of Mehmet Celal Bey, who is
one of the Ottoman governors of the period, on witnessing the deportation. The visual presented the
transfer of Armenian villagers to a refugee camp in Egypt’s Port Said by a French war ship, which
arrived in iskenderun coasts on September 12, 1915. These villagers were from seven different
subsidiary villages of Samandag, a region in iskenderun. They had to climb the hills of Musa Mountain
and resisted the government for 53 days after their goods and chattels were confiscated during the
genocide.

Sabah, included a visual of a refugee camp in Syria with the caption “Throughout the years of the
First World War, Ottoman Armenians were forced to deport. Some of the Armenians, who were
deported in 1915, are in Syria...” in the article titled “A conciliatory approach to Armenians”.

OLENLERE ANMA ' pn | ' o
ERDOGA 1915'te yasamini yitiren Ermeniler, basta istanbul olmak tizere bircok yerde

3 anildi. Turkitye Ermenileri Patrikligi, Basbakan'in, “Hayatlanm kaybedenlerin
AMIN CEVABI huzur Icmdemyatmala'l bt diyoruz” szlerille oy

M This article is the translation, from old script, of Mehmet Celal Bey’s three part piece which was published in
the newspaper called Vakit on December 10™ 12" and 13", 1918.
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The visuals in the category “demonstration/protest” were primarily on the news about the
demonstrations that were held in Haydarpasa Railway Station and on istiklal Street and organized by
The Platform for the Commemoration of April 24™ Armenian Genocide.

On the other hand, two news items that were often used side by side had their visuals under the
category of “demonstration/protest”: the news about the Turkish flag burnt by a group of protestors
gathered in front of the Museum of Genocide during the “torch walk” in Armenia on April 24" and
the news about the Turks, who invaded a pavement in front of the Washington Embassy of Turkey, in
order to prevent the Armenians, who wanted to commemorate April 24" in front of the Embassy two
days before. This usage itself reproduces the discriminatory discourse either consciously or
unconsciously.

Data Appeared on the News Stories and Articles about Armenian Genocide

Quantitative data were not used in 202 items out of the 219 items published in the newspapers that
were scanned regarding the 1915 Armenian Genocide. The death toll was reported as 1.5 million in 8
items. Furthermore, none of the items conveyed any details about the numbers in terms of
attributes like woman, man, child, young, old etc. It was determined that usually no references were
consulted in preparation of these contents. In those items, which consulted references (8), it was
observed that history books were used. Direct testimonial was used only in the interview titled “How
many more trees we will plant and not be able to eat its fruits” conducted by Lora Baytar on Birgiin’s
April 24 issue.

While a detailed information transfer about Armenian Genocide was encountered in Cengiz Candar’s
article that was published on April 24 in Radikal with the title “Was it genocide?”, it was seen that
Ahmet insel’s article titled “Civilization and Genocide” on April 22 brought forward the historical
debates in a conceptual framework on the same newspaper. Except Radikal, no traces of information
transfer of this kind were encountered in the other newspapers.
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In reviews and news articles, widest coverage was mostly given to the statements of state and

political party representatives from Turkey and elsewhere in the world. To give an example,

statements by Barack Obama primarily, along with Secretary of State John Kerry, spokesperson for

the Department of State Jen Psaki, US Ambassador to Armenia John Heffern and US Ambassador to

Azerbaijan Matthew Bryza were referred to. Among other state representatives and politicians, who

were referred to, were President of France Francois Hollande, President of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan,
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President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, Chairman of Organization for Liberation of Karabakh Akif Nagi
and Chairman of Azerbaijan’s Party of Hope ikbal Agazade.

As for Turkey, statements of Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, primarily, along with Minister of
Foreign Affairs Ahmet Davutoglu, Parliamentary Spokesperson Cemil Cicek and AKP Deputy Burhan
Kuzu were mostly referred. Turkish Ambassador to France Hakki Akil, General Director of State
Archives Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ugur Unal and President of Turkish Historical Society Prof. Dr. Metin Hiilagi
were also among bureaucrats that were referred to.

From the opposition, views of Vice Chairman of CHP Haluk Kog, Vice Foreign Affairs Chair of CHP
Faruk Logoglu, former member of CHP’s Foreign Affairs Commission Aytug Atici, Chairman of MHP
Devlet Bahceli, Group Deputy Chairman of MHP Yusuf Halacoglu, Co-chairman of BDP Selahattin
Demirtas, Chairman of iP Dogu Peringek and Vice Chairman of iP Ferit ilsever were conveyed.

Besides active politicians and state representatives, testimonies and opinions of former politicians
such as Ottoman governor Mehmet Celal Bey, Armenian President in 1920 Hovhannes Katchaznouni
and Turkey’s 9™ president Sileyman Dermirel along with former affiliates of Republic of Turkey’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs such as former Undersecretary Onur Oymen, and retired Ambassadors
Nizhet Kandemir, Sikri Elekdag, Volkan Vural and Pulat Tacar were also consulted for their
witnessing and opinions.

In contents, in which umbrella organizations, or their representatives, of both Turkish and Armenian
diaspora in Europe and the USA such as Ara Toronian, the Vice President of Coordination Council of
Armenian Organizations of France, Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) and Assembly
of Turkish American Associations (ATAA) were mentioned, well-known people from Armenian
diaspora such as Patrick Devedjiyan, Vicken Cheterian and Charles Aznavour were also included.

From Armenians in Turkey, Patriarchal Vicar Aram Ateshyan, President of Kandilli Armenian Church
Dikran Kevorkyan, Headman of Vakifli Village Ber¢ Kartun and Nor Zartonk’s statements were
referred to.

Opinions of representatives of non-governmental organizations like Turkey Kamu-Sen Chairman
ismail Koncuk, Open Society Foundation Chairman of Executive Board ishak Alaton, Republic Women
Foundation Chairwoman of Maltepe Branch Giinay Birecik, and Caucasian-Chechen Foundation
Chairman Muharrem Cegen were also included. Intellectuals and columnists like Etyen Mahgupyan,
Markar Esanyan and Baskin Oran were referred to as well.

Lebanese artist Rabih Mroue, Armenian historian Ara Sarafian, Historian at Sabanci University Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Halil Berktay, international relations expert Prof. Dr. Hasan Koni and Mehmet Peringcek were
also among those whose views are asked. Statements of Diyarbakir Bar Chairman Tahir El¢i, lawyers
of Hrant Dink and Zirve massacre cases Erdal Dogan and Erdem Akylz also have their voice in the
press.

Doubtless to say, to whom the floor is given and who takes the floor to speak constitutes great

importance for identifying the sides of the phenomenon. It would not be a mistake to say that the

discursive sphere regarding April 24" Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day is primarily composed

of state representatives and politicians. When 1915 Armenian Genocide is the case, it is evident that
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statements of Armenian and Turkish diaspora in Europe and especially in the USA are indispensable.
Although the media coverage of commemorations of April 24" has slightly changed with the message
of condolences, it can be argued that the main actors and dominant debates (especially those about
naming the genocide) defend and aim to further maintain their longstanding positions in the
discursive sphere. In the meantime, the USA government is taken as a kind of referee. The alignment
of Armenia, Armenian diaspora in France and in the USA is positioned against the alignment of
Turkey, Azerbaijan, Karabakh and Turkish diaspora in the USA.

Following Erdogan’s message of condolences regarding the 1915 events, the resignation of Prof. Dr.
Metin Hilagi is important. Prof. Hilagli was the President of the Turkish Historical Association,
which aims to produce a particular kind of information about 1915 under state control to use as a
trump card for the current debate. Metin Hiilagii’s position as the state’s staffed scientist and views,
which partly contradict the message of condolences, are depicted on Radikal’s news item titled
“Armenian history from the academics’ perspective” on April 26.

24 April 1915: A Naming Issue

If we study how the incident is named in 219 items, it is seen that “1915 events” and “alleged
genocide”*? are in the lead (with 53 items). While any kind of naming was avoided in 40 items,
“deportation” was used in 25, metaphors were used instead of any direct naming in 17 items and
“genocide” was used only in 15 items. The distribution of various forms of naming is shown in the
following graph.

1915 events 53
Alleged genocide 53
No naming 40
Deportation 25

Metaphorical | </
Genocice | 15
Armenian problem || |GG 4

Massacre F 1
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YAlthough “alleged genocide” was not directly used in the content, terms like “genocide allegation” and
“genocide lie” were also evaluated under the “alleged genocide” category.
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If we take a look at the distribution of the incident’s naming across newspapers, the discrepancy
between Birgiin and Aydinlik is the first to stand out.

Birgiin Aydinhk
1915
events 1915 Armenian
events
89 Problem
° 2%

9%

Deportation
8%

No Naming
15%

Genocide
62% Alleged

Genocide
64%

No Naming

Metaphoric 17%

al Terms
15%

In Aydinlik, where “alleged genocide” was heavily used, while “1915 events”, which can be regarded
as the most neutral term, was used in only one item, “massacre” and metaphorical namings did not
exist at all. To the contrary, in Birgiin, the term “genocide” was heavily used while the namings
“alleged genocide,” “Armenian problem,” and “deportation” were not included. Besides Birgiin,
Radikal was another newspaper that never used the term “alleged genocide”. Habertiirk and
Hiirriyet mostly used the term “1915 events” in their contents. Whereas, while the term “genocide”
was seen on Zaman and Sabah, their use was limited to only 2 items each. Distribution of the
newspapers in using the term “genocide” in their contents is shown in the graph below.

Zaman; %13

Sabah;% 8

= Birgun;% 62

B Radikal; %14

Undoubtedly, the naming issue, which is put forward on remembrance days of memorable social
traumas like the Armenian Genocide, does not only concern the naming of the massacre in question.
As much as naming the massacre, whether and how victims and perpetrators are named are also
considerably important.

In that case, how were the victims named? In 73 out of the 219 items, namely one third of the total
number, the victims were not named at all. Not naming the victim is indicative of the denial of
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genocide on its own. In the remaining items several terms like “Armenian gangs”, “Armenians and
Armenian Diaspora”, “Christians”, “Victims”, “Sufferers”, “Turks and Muslims”, “Those who lost their
lives” were used to describe the victims. In 128 of the 148 items that naming took place, the victims
were named as “Armenians and Armenian Diaspora”. The remaining namings were “Armenian
gangs”, “Christians”, “Victims”, and “Sufferers”. The naming “Armenian gangs” mostly appeared in

Aydinlik.

In the case of the perpetrators, 179 out of 219 items — i.e. 80% of the total items — did not name
perpetrators. This is undoubtedly a striking result. Most of the scanned newspapers described 1915
as if it was a natural event without any perpetrators or a self-inflicted disaster. It is possible to say
that this percentage is more or less the same in all the newspapers studied, except for Radikal. Not
mentioning the perpetrator in any of the contents they published, Tiirkiye, Habertiirk and Hiirriyet
avoided naming of this kind through a meticulous and cautious effort. In the remaining items,
perpetrators were named as “Unionists”, “Ottoman Empire”, “Turkish nation”, and “Turkey”. The
distribution of newspapers that named perpetrators is shown in the graph below.

18

14 - 9

12 A B Unionists
10 A Ottoman Empire
M Turkish Nation

B Turkey

2 -
0 . . . . .
Aydinhk Birgiin Radikal Sabah Zaman

As the above graph depicts, Sabah and Zaman demonstrates harmony to some extent by referring to
the perpetrators as “Unionists” and thus by making a reference to a more specific perpetrator other
than the Ottoman Empire and Turkey — i.e. to the Unionists — they put the blame fully on the
Unionist establishment.

The reasons for the Armenian Genocide were mentioned only in 19% of the items. Aydinlik was the
newspaper, which laid most emphasis on the reasons. Among the reasons of the incident, rationales
like “Collaboration with the enemy”, “War”, “Defending of the country” were listed. Of course
“Collaboration with the enemy” and “Defending of the country” refers to the conditions of “War”;
however, they are part of a more specified narration. These two categories were observed heavily in
Aydinlik. Speaking of reasons like “defending the country” or “collaboration” after events like
massacre and genocide plays a function of legitimizing the crimes at hand. In this sense, Aydinhk
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regenerates the discriminatory discourse by legitimizing the crime of Armenian Genocide after 99
years.

The crimes that were committed during the Genocide were not mentioned in 183 out of the 219
items. In the remaining contents, these crimes were mentioned as “death walk” (Radikal), “sad
events” (Aydinlik), “crimes against humanity” (Birgiin, Habertiirk, Radikal, Sabah), “tragic events”
(Aydinhk, Habertiirk), “Meds Yeghern” (Habertiirk), “big massacre” (Hiirriyet), “terror” (Aydinlk),
“calamity” (Hurriyet), “black page” (Zaman), “massacre” (Aydinlik, Habertiirk), “mass destruction”
(Radikal), “terrible events” (Zaman), “genocide” (Radikal), “deportation” (Radikal), “tragedy”
(Sabah), “cruelty” (Zaman), “atrocity” (Sabah). How crimes are described is as important as them
being named. Committed crimes get lightened as they get ambiguous; genocide becomes distant and
experiences are covered as committed crimes get lightened.

Values Referred When Talking About April 24th

In 125 out of the 219 items, in other words more than half of the total, no values were referred to. In

VENH Y

the remaining items, values such as “human rights”, “humanity”, “justice”, “independence, unity”,
“peace”, “democracy culture”, “friendship”, “tolerance”, “serenity”, “Turkey’s reputation”, “historical
reality”, and “international law” were mentioned. The most frequent reference was made to
“peace”; Sabah (6 items), Radikal and Hiirriyet (4 items each) were the newspapers that referred to
“peace” the most. “Justice” was the second most referred concept (16 items in total) after “peace”.
This is followed by “humanity” with 14 items. In Birgiin’s items “human rights” in addition to
“humanity” was prominent and in Radikal “democracy culture” instead of “humanity” was
emphasized. While Birgiin was the only newspaper that mentioned “human rights”, “democracy
culture” was encountered in Turkiye and Zaman though rather rarely. Whereas references like
“independence, unity” and “Turkey’s reputation” were observed only in Aydinlik. Aydinhik was also
the only newspaper that did not refer to “peace” at all. As the most referenced concept on this
newspaper, “international law”, was used almost only in Aydinlik and as it can be seen in the content
visual below, it was related to the decisions of ECHR in which Dogu Peringek was engaged in the
lawsuit with the Swedish government.
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Armenian Genocide and Similar Events in Different Imaginaries
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In 65 items out of 219, other historical facts and events were referred to while speaking of Armenian
Genocide. When talking about the April 24", depending on the framework of their editorial policy,
political engagement and worldview, each newspaper acted differently; sometimes they referred to
other massacres taken place on these lands and sometimes put forward different facts and events
with a tendency for historically balancing or reducing the weight of Armenian Genocide.
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To begin with Aydinlik, “ECHR decisions”, “Kurdish Initiative”, “Attacks on the Turkish diplomats”,
“ASALA”, “Khojaly massacre”, “Karabakh problem”, “the Holocaust”, “French Constitutional Court
decisions”, and “Orly proceedings” were other historical events that were highlighted when
mentioning the April 24", Birglin mentioned “Hrant Dink murder”, Bosnia, Iraq, Syria, Africa,
Chechnya, Afghanistan, Maritsa Kigik murder, Sevag Balik¢i murder, Kurdish, Dersim and Alewi
initiatives and wars in Karabakh, Roboski and Syria. When covering April 24", Hiirriyet made
references to 6-7 September events, Hrant Dink murder, Balkan War, Dersim massacre and the
Holocaust. Habertiirk recited highly disparate historical events like “1885-1919 Armenian rebellions”,
“violence committed by Armenians from 1974 to date”, Dersim massacre, Khojaly massacre, Hrant
Dink murder, Sevag Balikgi murder and the assassination of Talat Pasha. Radikal addressed
occupation of Azerbaijan, Gezi events, May Day, Kurdish issue, Hrant Dink murder, Sevag Balikgl
murder, massacres in Cambodia, Bosnia, Kosovo and Iraq, and genocides carried out against Kurds.
Sabah prated similar sins of the Unionist mindset such as the Dersim massacre, dissolution of
minorities, “suppression of Kurdish issue with blood”, Independence tribunals and “banning of
learning Qur’an”. Zaman, on the other hand, brought up the Dersim massacre, Uludere, Hrant Dink,
the Holocaust and assaults against Turkish diplomats. No reference of this kind could be found in
Turkiye.

Various Demands for Memory Regarding 1915

In 139 out of 219 items, no demands whatsoever related to the 1915 events were mentioned. In the
remaining 80 items, the demands in question were classified as “apology”, “securing justice”,
“peace”, “reckoning with the past”, “denial”, and “recognition of genocide”. Accordingly, “reckoning
with the past” constituted 14% of all items being the most claimed demand, whereas “securing
justice” constituted only 7%. Contents that conveyed the demand for “recognition of genocide” in a
more straightforward way compared to the demand for “reckoning with the past” made 7% of the
total number of items. “Apology” was encountered only in two items (in Hurriyet and Habertiirk)
while demand for “peace” was seen in three items (in Radikal, Sabah, Tiirkiye). The only newspaper
that brought up the demand for “denial” in a loud and clear way was Aydinlik. Putting this demand
aside, the proportion of published demands, which can be referred to as demands for memory and
are classified as “ apology”, “securing justice”, “peace”, “reckoning with the past” and “recognizing
the genocide”, to the total number of contents published about 1915 in each newspaper can be seen

in the graph below.
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Distribution of demand for memory across newspapers (%)
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Birglin was the newspaper with the most demands for memory in proportion to the number of
contents published (three fourths). Although Radikal published more items with demands for
memory in terms of numbers, the proportion was two thirds relative to the overall of its published
items. Moreover, while Hiirriyet, Habertiirk and Zaman published demands for memory in one
fourth of their published contents, this proportion was one fifth for Sabah and Tiirkiye. Aydinlik was
the newspaper, which called for the smallest proportion of demands for memory.

Birgilin’s main examples regarding demands for memory were
Nor Zartonk’s press release with the title “We want justice, not
compassion” and Hiseyin Aygiin’s article titled “Knowing” on
April 24.

In his article that was published on Birgiin on April 24, Hiseyin
Aygiin points to the importance of reckoning with the past in
the context of Armenian Genocide: “You will be ashamed if
you know what the Ottoman did to the Armenian ninety nine
years ago. The scaffolds in Beyazit - istanbul for the twenties,
those who are gathered together and brought from Van, those
cut into pieces by two thousand knives before the walls of
Diyarbakir, those who were drowned in the river, those who
had to let go of her mother’s hand within the hungry, naked,
thirsty, and weary groups, twelve thousand “adopted”
children, those who were vanished under the desert sun. You
would blush because of rage, you would be ashamed. You would go red because of Hrant whose
blood is still hot and because of graceful Sevag who were shot to dead while on duty in the army.
When you are ashamed, you humanize. You apologize from the ninety-nine years of pain and

destruction. From the wind in the desert, from the baby in the river, from those who were executed
in Beyazit. From millions of death who turned ninety-nine. You apologize.”
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Conclusion: 1915 and the fragmented social imaginary

Print media not only offers information and reflects knowledge shared by society but also
contributes to the molding of public opinion and building and structuring social representations.

According to Daniel Cornu, journalists are primarily a direct and indirect observer but at the same
time she is also the person who interprets and assesses events based on a view, affect and judgment.
When generating content she picks and organizes information regarding the event and shapes them
according to the political attitude of their newspaper.® In this sense, information appearing on print
media is by no means reality; instead, it is the image of reality that passes through the mediation of a
series of curved mirrors.® As a matter of fact, it is a “simulacra” of reality according to Jean
Beaudrillard.”

Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw claim that some historical events are allowed for via a selection
process of media while others are not; and thus, information is hierarchized. Due to this attribute,
media have a considerable amount of influence on the formation of public opinion. Events that make
an appearance on media are conveyed and remembered, while those, which cannot make it, fall into
oblivion. *°

In short, visual and print media form the majority of public opinion by selecting and sorting out
information, then narrating and making it a part of a discursive whole, setting the agenda and
presenting reality with crystallized and structured images. They not only settle with generating
current social and collective representations, but also beyond these they provide formation of social
imaginary and collective memories.

Social representations have great importance in guiding individuals’ behaviors, social practices,
performances and relationships. According to Dennis Jodelet, social representations constitute a type
of information that is socially generated and shared and serves the establishment of common
reality."” Social representations are the well-organized aggregation of opinion, attitude and beliefs
towards an object™; on the verge of what is individualistic and collective, they ensure persons and
groups to make sense of their behaviors, understand/construe reality based on their reference
systems, and thus, find their place in the social world surrounding them and conduct daily lives.*

Cornelius Castoriadis emphasizes the concept of magma when he talks about social imaginary in his
book The Imaginary Institution of Society. “The existing signs of imaginary in a given society offer us a
type of organization unknown in other spheres up until now. An organizational type of non-unifiable
cluster. | call this type magma. Magma “contains” clusters but it cannot be reduced to clusters or

3 Daniel Cornu, Journalisme et vérité. L "éthique de ['information, 2009.
' |_ouis Quéré, Des Miroirs Equivogues - Aux origines de la communication, Ed. Aubier, coll. Babel, 1982.
' Jean Baudrillard, Simiilakrlar ve Simiilasyon, Dogu Bat1 Yaylari, 2003.
16 Maxwell Mccombs ve Donald Shaw, « The Agenda-Setting Function of Mass Media », The Public Opinion
Quarterly, Vol. 36, n° 2, 1972.
Y Denise Jodelet, Les représentations sociales, Paris, PUF, 1991, s. 36.
18 Jean-Claude Abric (dir.), Pratiques sociales et représentations, Paris, PUF, coll. « Psychologie sociale », 2001
(1994), s. 13
™ Ibid.
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72 During the formation of

systems of clusters no matter how rich and complicated they are.
imaginaries — either the common imaginary of the entire society or dissociated imaginaries of
different groups within a society — various signs of imaginary are selected and revealed from the

magma which in a way can also be described as social subconscious.

Furthermore, collective memory theoretician Maurice Halbwachs emphasizes that the past is not
kept hidden subconsciously in underground galleries of the human mind as completed images
waiting to be called; but reestablished in the present time.?! For Halbwachs, remembrance of the
past means rather reinterpreting, reshaping and reestablishing the past based on the current social
frameworks of the group one belongs to.?? There are as many different collective memories as there
are different groups in a society.”> Memory is always carried out and kept alive by a particular group.
Memory differs from history in these senses: History is singular. Yet there is more than one collective
memory. Memory addresses the concrete, life experiences, plural experience, sacredness, and
image. History does not hold a power to perceive the experience; it claims universality.”* Memory is
never frozen; it is rather in a constant transformation.”® According to history, time is split into
periods; it is built on the separation of present from the past. Collective memory, however, is
dispersed over time. Memory does not accept that moments have gone by; it still corresponds to an
existing past.”

Different social representations, which are created around massacres and their remembrance days
by print media, offer us information about various social imaginaries and collective memory groups
existing within a society and establish, ruin, restructure, transform and strengthen these
aforementioned groups per se.

Within the framework of subject matter of our file, April 24™ Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day,
the analysis on print media’s weaving of discourse and making of social representations, chiefly
shows us that social imaginary has a fragmented structure in Turkey. Various groups of social
imaginary and collective memory differentiated themselves from the others once more through
representations created in print media within the framework of April 24™ Remembrance Day and
thus strengthened their existence. In almost all of the scanned newspapers, by including a collage,
which exhibits the headlines on April 24™ of other newspapers, they position themselves in relation
to each other. Thus that serves as a datum supporting the aforementioned differentiation. In this
context, it can be said that media organs have largely instrumentalized April 24th Remembrance.
Undoubtedly, the marginalizing language and discriminatory discourse used in some newspapers
were influential on the emergence of such separation in the social imaginary within the context of
April 24",

2 Cornellius Castoriadis, Toplum Imgeleminde Kendini Nasil Kurar? Toplumsal Imgelem ve Kurum, Cilt 2, gev:
Isik Ergiiden, iletisim yaymlari, 2011) s.21 (This quotation is taken from the Turkish translation of the The
Imaginary Institution of Society and then translated to English for this report.)
! Maurice Halbwachs, La mémoire collective, Paris, Albin Michel, 1997 [1950].
z Maurice Halbwachs, Les cadres sociaux de la mémoire, Paris, Albin Michel1994 [1925]

Ibid.
2 Pierre Nora, “Hafiza ile Tarih Arasinda: Mekanlar Sorunsali” Hafiza Mekdnlar Cev: Mehmet Emin Ozcan,
Dost Kitapevi, 2006
% Enzo Traverso, Gegmisi Kullanma Klavuzu (Tarih, Bellek, Politika), Versus yayinlari, 2009
% Richard Terdiman, Present Past: Modernity and the Memory Crisis. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 1993, s.8
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Looking at the overall data, it is seen that the word “genocide” has entered in the social imaginary via
print media a year before the centenary; however, this important development is overshadowed by
Recep Tayyip Erdogan who left his mark on the social imaginary by the message of condolences.

On the other hand, two news items were used by almost all newspapers side by side: the news about
the Turkish flag burnt by a group of protestors gathered in front of the Museum of Genocide during
the “torch walk” in Armenia on April 24 and the news about the Turks who invaded a pavement in
front of the Washington Embassy of Turkey in order to prevent the Armenians who wanted to
commemorate April 24" in front of the Embassy two days before. Almost all of the newspapers’ use
of these two specific news items together is a sign that the polarization in social imaginary is not over
and the discriminatory discourse is carried out in all the newspapers, whether deliberately or not.
Apart from the message of condolences, making peace in the social imaginary undoubtedly requires
more serious steps towards reckoning with the past.

The below depiction is clarified about the presentation of social representation by the press, which
are scanned focusing on the discriminatory discourse around the April 24™ The Armenian Genocide
Remembrance Day, and clarified about the groups of imaginary and memory structured by these
newspapers.

Sabah has put forward primarily the news about the condolences in a pro-government attitude
underrating the reality of genocide. According to the social representation generated by this
newspaper, “father” Erdogan is a neutral and supra-political figure who reconciles Armenians and
Turks. Newspaper aims to exclude social imaginary from the context of “genocide” and reconstitute
the social imaginary in the context of “condolences”. According to this imaginary, with the message
of condolences, we have made a centenary beat to the malevolent Armenian “factors” and hence
have shot ahead. This collective memory group who wants to ease the weight of 1915 in memories
and remember the Armenian Genocide with the condolences, names the perpetrator as the
“Unionists”. A hundred years of crime is disposed by a centenary beat. The condolences are offered,
and the case is closed. Sabah newspaper adopts this attitude of putting the crime of genocide into
cold storage.

Tiirkiye newspaper makes a similar impression to Sabah. By using the items of political intentions /
manipulative content, Tiirkiye supports the imaginary equivalent to the social imaginary Sabah tries
to constitute with the pro-government attitude. It amplifies the image of powerful Erdogan with the
“candidate to Nobel prize” discourse.

Aydinlik, on the other hand, starts the discussion around the April 24™ commemoration in a
provocative way. It becomes prominent by being the most engaged media organ in the genocide
discussion. This social imaginary, built upon the denial of genocide, brings “internal powers”, which
want to destroy Turkey, and “imperialist” foreign powers from the magma to the surface. Hereby, a
representation of Turkey, which is being forced into the corner, and a country, whose “honor”,
“independence and unity” is in danger, is depicted. This imaginary fed by the representations of
internal and foreign powers regenerates the discriminatory discourse about Armenians and Kurdish
people. From the perspective of collective memory, the newspaper prefers to remember/remind of
the Battle of Gallipoli, Armenian gangs, attacks on the Turkish diplomats, ASALA, Khojaly massacre,
and the Karabakh problem when told 1915. Being the only newspaper, which did not refer to
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“peace”, Aydinhk is not after reckoning with the past, but after justifying the crimes committed by
using “Collaboration with the enemy”, “War”, “Defense of the motherland” as justification.

With the cautious stance loyal to state traditions, Hiirriyet differs from the other newspapers. The
newspaper shows attention to use objective language in contents, headlines and texts. The social
imaginary Hiirriyet serves for, on the one hand, affirms the statement of condolences and on the
other hand highlights the need for care in the genocide issue and emphasizes not to vitiate “ultimate
interests” of the state. Even though Hiirriyet is attentive to the change the message of condolences
caused in the collective social imaginary of Turkey, it is observed that the newspaper mentions
events like the Hrant Dink murder, Balkan War, Dersim Massacre, the events of September 6/7, and
the Holocaust.

Saving more than half of the published items for the condolences, along with the human dimension
of the condolences, the theme of “cornering” Armenian diaspora is significant in Habertiirk. The
figure of “murdered Turkish diplomats” emerges from the social subconscious (magma). With the
title “What about them”, Armenian diaspora is targeted. With provocative /polarizing items, the
social imaginary Habertiirk tries to build is nourished from the discriminatory discourse. The relation
between the future and this imagery, which does not allow for reckoning with the past, is quite
obscure: It refers to completely different events such as Armenian riots between 1885 and 1919,
Armenian-induced violence since 1974, Dersim massacre, Khojaly massacre, Hrant Dink murder,
Sevag Balik¢l murder, and the assassination of Talat Pasha.

After the alliance with the government is broken, an emotionless language and “objectivity” comes
to the fore in Zaman newspaper. However, after dissociating from the government, the social
imaginary the newspaper is trying to build has not rallied and is not ready for the arguments on
“genocide”. While affirming the condolences, the newspaper tries to keep the operations, which
were carried out after December 17, on the agenda at the same time.

The newspapers Radikal and Birgiin differ from the other newspaper in the social imaginary they try
to build. Even though both Radikal and Birgiin share and try to build the same social imaginary, they
realize this via slightly different social representations. First of all it should be emphasized that both
Radikal and Birgiin are on the same group, which gives floor to the victims, brings the demands for
memory to the fore and gives coverage to informative items. The message of condolences is not
brought forward in Birgiin; on the contrary it is banalized by using journalistic language. The
statement of condolences, the content of which is either criticized or affirmed by different positions,
and yet which has great importance in the arguments of Armenian Genocide, receives small coverage
in Birgiin; this shows a different sort of political preference. On the other hand, Radikal used a
headline, which is neutral to the subject (“We offer our condolences”). Yet the visual used for this
headline has not differed from the other newspapers, Prime Minister Erdogan is reflected as a
fatherly figure. In the items published in Birgiin, in addition to “humanity” the concept of “human
rights” is prominent; whereas in Radikal, it is observed that instead of “human rights”, “democracy
culture” is highlighted. Both newspapers are the ones, which gave the widest coverage to the
demands of memory and to the issue of reckoning with the past. Both newspapers consider it
necessary to remember/remind Hrant Dink being in the first place, Maritsa Kic¢iik and Sevag Balikgl
murders, Dersim and Roboski massacres along with the April 24™, Furthermore, it is determined that
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Radikal strengthens the aforementioned world of imaginary by reviving current injustices (such as
the disproportionate use of force by the government during the Gezi events, ban on celebrations of
May Day in Taksim, getting no result on the investigations of Hrant Dink and Sevag Balik¢i murders)
and approach critically the sincerity of the message of condolences and its reflection on action. When
considered from this aspect, within the context of April 24™ commemoration, it can be said that
Birgiin tries to assert its own agenda, while Radikal prefers to fight against the government within
the agenda and that in this sense these two newspapers instrumentalize the April 24™
commemoration in different ways.
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