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Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

MONITORING HATE SPEECH IN THE MEDIA

In Turkey, we frequently witness the use of biased, prejudiced and discriminatory language in the
media. The provocative, racist and discriminatory language used in the news - in particular in
headlines and news headings - becomes an instrument that entrenches stereotypes and fuels
feelings of hostility and discrimination in society. Despite the fact that there are universal and
national principles of journalism and that some media organizations have even issued their own code
of ethics, much journalistic output happens to violate these principles. The use of such language
entrenches unrest in society as well as a widespread prejudice against vulnerable groups. Targeted
individuals and groups become restless and silent and are forced to renounce their right to
participate in social and political life, a sine qua non for democracy. Such provocative and
stigmatizing use of language can sometimes result in attacks on the members or gathering places of
antagonized and marginalized groups.

At the core of hate speech lie prejudices, racism, xenophobia, partiality, discrimination, sexism and
homophobia. Factors such as cultural identities as well as group characteristics have an impact on
the use of hate speech; yet certain circumstances such as rising nationalism or intolerance towards
what is different further increases hate speech as well as its impact.

Due to various reasons, Turkey has been witnessing polarization between various segments of
society; thus intolerance towards the different, the “other” is becoming increasingly widespread.
Conflicts in Southeast Anatolia ongoing for years and sudden demographic changes in Turkey caused
by forced displacement of people due to the conflict, as well as economic, social and cultural conflicts
have all played a role in the escalation of tension between communities. On the other hand,
democratization efforts such as the initiatives on minority rights and liberal economy as well as the
way the Cyprus Question debate is perceived and portrayed as “plots on Turkey by foreign powers”,
also nurture polarization and enmity. Furthermore, developments in the Middle East, discussions
around the Kurdish and Armenian Questions, and the peace process currently on the agenda lead to
individuals and institutions that have suggestions for solutions being targeted and certain ethnic
groups being portrayed as enemies. Finally, the way the Taksim Gezi Park events were covered in the
media carries importance as it shows how the media can foster polarization in society.

As a result of the discriminatory language used by the media, the manifestation of hostile
perceptions and attitudes towards different groups and individuals, who are known or assumed to be
members of such groups, has become an important and ever-growing problem in Turkey. Even
opinion leaders such as government officials, opposition leaders and public servants have no qualms
when it comes to using such racist and discriminating language. As is well-known, the claim of
government officials that the Taksim Gezi Park events are organized by “foreign agents” and the
discourse of “interest lobby” resulted in certain groups, the Jewish identity being the first among
them, being targeted.

Media (the press), often dubbed as the fourth estate, is one of the most effective cultural

transmitters. Therefore, as much as it has the power to highlight diversity and difference, it can also

be extremely instrumental and guiding in terms of spreading or banalizing a conflict. If the media
1
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behaves irresponsibly or carelessly, it can very easily trigger, nurture and strengthen racism and
hatred between people, and worst of all, it can legitimize and justify such attitudes.

For many years, the media in Turkey has been one of the active sources of nationalistic and
discriminatory discourse. Such a journalism practice substantially contributed to polarization in
society. When we look into some of the hate crimes that took place in recent years, it becomes
easier to understand the impact of the media. Yasin Hayal, who is on trial as the instigator of the
Hrant Dink murder, said in his statement that, “He did not know Hrant Dink personally, but had read
from newspapers that he was an enemy of the Turks." The person who is accused of attacking the
priest of the Church of St. Sophia in Izmir in December 2007 stated that he committed the crime to
become a hero like Oglin Samast. One of the main objectives of the Hrant Dink Foundation, founded
after the murder of Hrant Dink for the purpose of carrying on his dreams, ideals and struggle, is to
contribute to ending this polarization and enmity in society.

MONITORING HATE SPEECH IN NATIONAL AND
LOCAL NEWSPAPERS IN TURKEY

Aim and scope of the study

The overarching aim of the study Media Watch on Hate Speech is to contribute to combating racism,
discrimination and intolerance in Turkey. Taking into account the importance of civilian oversight on
the media as one of the instruments for producing and reproducing racism, discrimination and
alienation, the specific goal of this study is to foster newspapers’ respect for human rights and
differences, draw attention to the discriminatory language and hate speech used in news articles
and columns and thereby raise awareness.

In the long run, the study aims to support non-governmental organizations in combating hate speech
and to enhance their media monitoring skills and their ability to work together systematically to
ensure that the media is respectful of social and cultural diversity and upholds equity in its language
and methods.

Within the framework of the “Media Watch on Hate Speech” -a project carried out by the
Foundation as to achieve the abovementioned goals-, the national and local press are monitored,
news articles and columns that feature discriminatory, alienating and target-generating discourse are
identified, analyzed and brought to public attention through reports and the website
www.nefretsoylemi.org. The content provided on the project website is also shared through various

social media, such as Facebook and Twitter. The report is sent to non-governmental organizations,
media organizations and professional organizations, and also published on our website.

Apart from monitoring newspapers, the project aims to raise awareness about hate speech by
organizing search conferences, seminars and trainings with NGO representatives, jurists, academics,
professional organizations and journalists. In this context, international panel discussions are held
and meetings on hate speech are organized at universities to facilitate the discussion of project

2
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findings in order to inform people about the concept of “hate speech”, to provide opportunities for
discussion of possible ways and methods of countering discriminatory and racist discourse and to
encourage a more conscious and respectful language towards human rights issues and minorities in
the media, we hold panel discussions in participation with internationally acclaimed academics
working in the field, we organize meetings on hate speech in universities whereby project findings
are discussed based on specific cases.

Furthermore, efforts continue to be directed towards presenting lectures and/or producing theses
and dissertations on hate speech. A draft syllabus was prepared in 2012 after close collaboration
with academics and NGO representatives for a class titled “Discrimination, Hate Speech and Media”
and it was shared with a larger group of academics. At this point, the syllabus is being further
developed in accordance with the feedback obtained from academics, and work is being done on
incorporating it into the universities’ curriculum.

In parallel with the work on the syllabus, a book that will serve as a complementary source to the
course as well as an introduction for general readers, titled “Media and Hate Speech: Concepts,
Mediums and Discussion” was published in December 2013. Edited by Mahmut Cinar, with an
introduction by Fuat Keyman, the book has the potential to serve as a source of reference in its field.

Methodology

Within the scope of the hate-speech-focused media monitoring study, all national newspapers and
approximately 500 local newspapers are monitored by a media monitoring centre according to a set
of pre-determined keywords (e.g. co-conspirator, Turcophone, separatist, etc.).

While the main focus has been on hate speech based on ethnicity and religious identity, sexist and
homophobic discourse are included in the media monitoring study. The study employs the critical
discourse analysis that is often used in media studies, as well as some other associated techniques. In
line with the characteristics of the cases studied, textual and iconographic (of photographs, pictures
and other illustrations) analyses are carried out. In order to designate specific indicators for the
content and discourse of the news items, quantitative scaling is used initially to portray where (in
which newspapers) and in what form hate speech appears, what sources create it and whom it
targets.

In identifying hate speech in news articles and opinion columns, the Recommendation established by
the Council of Europe in 1997 was taken as a basis. According to this Recommendation, hate speech
is defined as such: "Hate speech, as defined by the Council of Europe, covers all forms of expression
which spread, incite, promote or justify racial hatred, xenophobia, anti-Semitism or other forms of
hatred based on intolerance, including: intolerance expressed by aggressive nationalism and
ethnocentrism, discrimination and hostility against minorities, migrants and people of immigrant
origin."

News items identified as containing hate speech elements in accordance with the purpose and scope
specified above are categorized in line with the characteristics of the discourse being used. Taking in

3
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reference previously conducted international scientific studies and considering the country-specific
lingual and cultural differences, the following hate categories have been identified:

1) Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion: Any discourse that features the elements of negative
generalization, distortion, exaggeration or negative attribution targeting a community based on a
specific incident. (“Turkey is drowning in the sound of church bells”)

2) Blasphemy / Insult / Degradation: Any discourse that contains direct expletives, insult or
denigration (e.g. “treacherous”, “dog”, “base-born”, etc.) for a specific community

3) Enmity / War Discourse: Any discourse that includes hostile, war-mongering expressions about a
community (e.g. “Infidel’s Torture”)

4) Use of Inherent Identity as an element of Hate or Humiliation / Symbolization: Discourse that
uses various aspects of one’s inherent identity as an element of hate, humiliation or symbolization.
(For instance, the negative implications of the phrases such as “Your mother is Armenian anyway” or
“Is your surname Davutoglu or Davutyan?”)

Discriminatory discourse reports

As of 2013, discriminatory discourse reports have been added to the periodical reports on hate
speech covering a period of four months. Focusing on a certain subject matter, a specific research
method is determined and a discourse analysis is performed. The aim of these analyses is to uncover
pieces of discourse that are formulated in a relatively implicit manner and that covertly conveys
discriminating or alienating messages.

The first media study on discriminatory discourse involved the examination of discourse constructed
around the Black Sea visit of the People’s Democratic Congress (HDK) members that included
deputies from the Peace and Democracy Party (BDP). All news stories and opinion columns in Bizim
Karadeniz, Taka, Cumhuriyet, Hiirriyet, Sabah and Zaman that were covering this event during
February 15- 28 were analysed.!

For the second report of 2013, all the news articles and opinion columns published during the first
week of the Gezi Park events from June 1-7,2013 in Habertiirk, Hiirriyet, Ozgiir Giindem, Radikal,
Sabah, Sézcii, Taraf, Yeni Safak and Zaman were studied using content analysis and discourse
analysis.”

Finally, Alevism was chosen to be the subject matter of the third report of 2013 due to the high
number of references made to it in the media as part of the political agenda during September-
December 2013. The method used in this study as well as the findings can be found in the section
titled “Discriminatory Discourse in Print Media.”

'http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/Ocak-Nisan-2013-NS-Rapor-Final.pdf
*http://nefretsoylemi.org/rapor/mayis-agustos-rapor-final.pdf
4
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FINDINGS

During the four months covering September, October, November and December 2013 of the
“Monitoring Hate Speech in Media” study, 141 opinion columns and news articles were identified as
targeting national, ethnic and religious groups.

In this period consisting of the last four months of 2013, a considerable increase in the number of
incidences of hate speech has taken place compared to the other periods studied during the same
year. Although there are a variety of topics through which hate speech is generated, an increase of
conservative press news items targeting Christians due to the Christmas season and an increase in
writings criticizing the proposed law on hate crimes stand out.

In contrast with the last period, where hate speech targeted general groups that were hard to
precisely identify, target groups were very well defined in this period. What is unique about this
period is that in addition to groups that are directly targeted by hate speech, other groups such as
Buddhists, communists, masons, conscientious objectors, Arabs and Georgians were subjected to
discriminatory discourse, if not direct hate speech. Also, due to the political conditions in Turkey,
Syrian refugees have become one of the target groups targeted both by the local press in areas
where refugee camps are settled as well as other newspapers that are far removed, geographically,
from the camps. Although encountered less often, hate speech was still generated through
references made to the Gezi Protests. Another method used to facilitate the circulation of hate
speech was the direct presentation of various people’s narratives as news without any prior
investigative journalism.

The items studied were classified according to the categories mentioned above and a scaling up of
the “provocative” tone in the writings was observed. This tone laid the groundwork for hate speech
in items where there wasn’t any direct hate speech present.

Although there was an increase in the number of items that generated hate speech, the number of
groups targeted did not increase significantly. Out of the 22 groups that were targeted, 11 of them
were subjected to hate speech in only one item, whereas the other 11 groups were targeted in
multiple items.

As in recent reports, the groups that are less often subjected to hate speech were not categorized
under the “Others” category, in an effort to portray the variability/versatility of the target groups
according to context. Nonetheless, the fact that certain groups remain targeted for an extended
period of time through a great number of news items shows the vulnerability of these groups to hate
speech.
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Looking at the common qualities of target groups, religious identity stands out as the primary cause
for generating hate speech during this period. Hate speech is generated for eight non-Muslim groups
in 175 items, whereas 13 groups are targeted in 38 items due to their ethnic and national identity.
The items studied in the latter category involve 14 items, including hate speech towards the Kurdish
population, and this shows more than a two-fold increase compared to the items found in the
previous period (5 items). Another point to emphasize is that since hate speech is often directed at
multiple groups in one item, of the 141 items studied, 48 of them target two to six groups. In such
items, one of the groups is used as a tool to generate hate speech towards another. For instance, in
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an article targeting the Kurdish population, it can be claimed that they are “actually” Armenians,
portraying the Armenians as the primary enemy.

During the period of September-December 2013, a majority of the items identified as containing
hate speech were published in the national press, as in previous periods. Of the 141 items studied,
85 (60.28%) were published in 13 national newspapers. The remaining 56 articles (39.71%) were
published in 39 local newspapers. Although the ratio of local press articles to national press did not
fluctuate significantly, the number of items published in local newspapers showed a 100% increase
compared to the previous period (28-56), whereas this increase was less significant for national press
items (53-85). Another observed change regarding local press was the increase in the number of
publications publishing items with hate speech. Hate speech was encountered in 24 local newspapers
in the previous period, whereas during this period, the number increased to 39. Another interesting
finding was that apart from a small number of publications, the newspapers were different from the
ones that were studied in the last period. This finding may indicate that hate speech reflects the
current events in the particular region. For example, this could explain why two out of four
newspapers published in Gaziantep have generated hate speech towards Syrian refugees.

Similar to previous periods, it was observed that hate speech was mainly generated within opinion
columns. Of the items studied, opinion columns constituted 93 items, whereas news items
constituted 42 of the grand total. Four of the items included were readers’ contributions. Of the
items categorized under “Other”, two items were part of an “Article Series/Exposé”, and one was
published under the title, “The Aftermath Page”. An opinion column published on a page titled, “50
Years Ago” in Kibris Halkin Sesi, shows hate speech as being independent from time constraints and
how such writing can be circulated through the years to regenerate hate speech.?

As observed in previous periods, the groups towards whom hate speech, animosity and attempts at
alienation were directed towards most often did not change. Hate speech targeted the Jewish and
Armenian population most often during this period, as in other periods, with 57 items each. This was
followed by 34 items for Christians, 14 items for Kurds and 13 items for Greeks.

Another element that stood out during this period was that political criticism crossed its boundaries
into hate speech. One of the first examples of this phenomenon was observed in Hasan Pulur’s
column published in Milliyet on September 2, 2013, titled “This Hot Weather”. In his writing, where it
can be inferred that he is trying to criticize the fast-changing politics in the Middle-Eastern countries,
Pulur attributes the changes to the quality of “villainy” of the societies, stating that “it’s in their
character or nature”, thereby attributing this quality to all societies occupying this geographic area
and hence contributing to hate speech. Another similar example appeared on September 30, in
Samsun Manset, in an article titled, “This Made-Up Language Does Not Suit This Youth”. In criticizing
the use of foreign words instead of Turkish words, the writer states, “Armenian and atheist are two
of our enemies”, and thereby generates hate speech.

We also came across a narrative titled, “An Interesting Anecdote on Genocide” that was published on
October 9" in a local newspaper called ElImali Giindem. This narrative, which we had encountered
during the previous periods as well, talks of Armenians torturing Turkish soldiers. A quick search

*http://nefretsoylemi.org/resimler/201403043920251727 pdf
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reveals that this narrative has been made public through mass emails. The columnist for Elmal
Glindem also mentions at the beginning of his writing that he had found out about this story on
“social media sites”. The same narrative had also been published on June 19, 2013 in the opinion
column of Yalgin Bayer, as a contribution from a reader in Hiirriyet. This narrative, which does not
cite any sources, serves to create animosity between Armenians and Turks and shows, one more
time, how much care writers need to show when using uncited sources.

For the items studied, we come across the following distribution of hate speech categorized by

groups:
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In addition, similar to previous periods, 25 news articles and opinion columns that contain hate
speech towards women and LGBTI individuals® were not included in the statistical analyses and were
evaluated separately. Four items with discriminatory content that laid the groundwork for hate
speech were also evaluated in the same part.

*Since one news item can target more than one group, the total number of items that contain hate speech
(213) is more than the total number of items (141).
>LGBTI: Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex.
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Distribution of Content According to Type, Newspapers and Categories

Hate speech was generated most often in opinion columns during this period, as in previous periods
(65.97%), and an increase was observed in the amount of hate speech within the news type
(29.78%). Other content consisted of readers’ contribution pages (2.83%) and publications grouped
under the “Other” category (1.41%). More than half of the news items were published with the
reporters’ name (20 items), news agency name (5 items) or the city it was reported from (1 item), and
16 news items were anonymously written.

Graph 4
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As in previous periods, hate speech was more prominent in the national press during this period (81
items, 60.28%), and the local press generated 39.71 percent of the total amount (56 items).

Graph 5
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The national newspapers where hate speech was most often encountered were Yeni Akit (21 issues,
14.89%), Milli Gazete (15 issues, 10.63%), Yeni Safak and Ortadogu with 13 issues each (9.2%).
Following these newspapers, Takvim carried eight items that contained hate speech (5.67%), Once
Vatan had four (2.83%), Yeni Cag three (2.12%), Milat and Anayurt both two (1.41%), and Giinboyu,
Tiirkiye and Sézcii had one item (0.70%) that generated hate speech.

Graph 6
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As in previous periods, the items that are published in the local press and carry hate speech are
numerically less than the items encountered in the national press. However, as portrayed by the
example on Syrian refugees, the geographical proximity of the hate speech generators and targets
render hate speech more dangerous and able to produce concrete consequences.

11
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Graph 7
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As in previous periods, hate speech items published in newspapers were studied in four
predetermined categories: (1) Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion, (2) Blasphemy / Insult /
Denigration, (3) Enmity / War Discourse, (4) Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause
for Hate / Symbolization.

12
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These categories were determined in order to assist in the understanding of hate speech, generated
in different types and expressed in an implicit or explicit manner. Although it is undoubtedly possible
to detect qualities that pertain to more than one category in an article, each article is analysed under
the category for which it contained qualities most relevant to the defining characteristics of that
particular category. Although not categorized under a certain category, this report also contains
examples from news items that target a certain group and/or uses provocative language.

During this four-month-period studied, Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion ranked first in the
distribution of the categories (64 items). It was followed by Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration (42
items) and Enmity / War Discourse (35 items).This period did not include any items that were
categorized as Using a Natural Element of One’s Identity as a Cause for Hate / Symbolization.

Graph 8

Hate Speech Per Category

O Exaggeration/Attribution/Distortion

%45 B Enmity/War Discourse

M Blasphemy/Insult/Denigration

Looking at categories according to targeted groups, it was observed that Exaggeration / Attribution /
Distortion dominated hate speech towards the Jewish population (33 items), contrary to previous
periods. It was followed by 19 items of Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration and five items of Enmity
/War Discourse. Forty-seven of the items containing hate speech towards the Jewish population were
published in the national press and 10 in the local press. It was observed that Yeni Akit used the term
“Ferocious Jew” in the title of three articles.

13
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Graph 9
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As for hate speech towards Armenians, Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion was the most often
used category, with 24 items. The second most used category was Enmity / War Discourse with 22
items, and 11 items contained Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration. Twenty-seven of the items
containing hate speech towards the Armenian population were published in the national press and
30 in the local press.

Graph 10
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Being one of the top three groups that were subjected to hate speech, Christians were mostly
targeted within the category of Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion (23 items). This was followed
by Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration by seven items and four items detected fell under the category
of Enmity / War Discourse. Of the 10 news articles, only one was classified as Blasphemy / Insult /
Denigration, and nine as Enmity / War Discourse. Of the 20 opinion columns containing hate speech,
three belonged to the Enmity / War Discourse category and all three were found in the local press.
This finding is important in that it demonstrates the consequences of the lack of

14



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

censorship/inspection in the local press. Three items were published as readers’ contribution and
they all belonged to the Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion category.

Graph 11

Hate Speech Towards Christians

|
|

‘ Exaggeration/Attribution/Distortion

M Enmity/War Discourse
68%
O Blasphemy/Insult/Denigration

As mentioned above, the Jewish and Armenian population both ranked first as targets for hate
speech with 57 items each, and Christians followed them with 34 items containing hate speech. The
significant difference in the number of items between different ranking groups is also visible for the
rest of the rankings. For the Kurdish and Greek populations, which rank, in respective order below
Christians, the number of items is less than fifty percent of the hate speech items targeting
Christians, namely 14 and 13.

Different from other groups, the category under which the Kurdish population was most often
targeted was the Enmity / War Discourse category (7 items). The Exaggeration / Attribution /
Distortion category had six, and the Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration category had one item. Except
for an item consisting of a reader’s contribution, the items consisted of opinion columns, and they
had an even distribution in national and local newspapers; the newspaper, Ortadogu, generated the
most hate speech towards the Kurdish population, with four items.
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Graph 12

Hate Speech Towards Kurds

0%

B Enmity/War Discourse

O Exaggeration/Attribution/Distortion

M Blasphemy/Insult/Denigration

Being subjected to hate speech in the same amount of items as the last periods, with 13 items, the
Greek population (Riim) was subjected to hate speech mostly in the category of Exaggeration /
Attribution / Distortion with 9 items, which was followed by the Enmity / War Discourse category
with 4 items. Of these items, two consisted of news articles, one was a reader’s contribution, and 10
were opinion columns. Hate speech was generated through the circulation of a piece of writing from
50 years ago in one of the opinion columns. Seven items were published locally and 6 were found in
national newspapers; Kibris Volkan, Milli Gazete and Once Vatan generated hate speech, each with
two items.

Graph 13:

Hate Speech Towards Rims

O Enmity/War Discourse

B Exaggeration/Attribution/Distortion

As mentioned earlier, these four categories used to classify news content were determined to help
better understand how hate speech is generated, and only the category with the most apparent
qualities was used for classification. Therefore, it would be misleading to view these categories as
mutually exclusive.

16



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

NEWS ITEMS SELECTED DURING THE SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2013 PERIOD

Date Newspaper Type Author Title Target Group Hate Category
2.Sept.2013 Milliyet Opinion Hasan Pulur This Hot Weather Middle- Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Eastern Denigration
societies
4.Sept.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Yildiray Cigek BREAKING THE SIEGE | Christians, Exaggeration /
Column IS CARING ABOUT | Jews Attribution /
THE OPPRESSED Distortion
7.Sept.2013 Kayseri Opinion Kasim Okut Immorality Cannot Be | West Blasphemy / Insult /
Gindem Column A Human Right! (1) Denigration
9.Sept.2013 Yeni Cag News Anonymous 4th Mass at Rape | Armenians Emnity / War
Article Island Discourse
9.Sept.2013 Yeni Akit News Sinan Yavuzoglu | Even the Infidel Greek | Greeks Blasphemy / Insult /
Article / Ankara Did Not Do This Denigration
9.Sept.2013 Milli Gazete News Anonymous THIS SIN IS YOURS Armenians, Exaggeration /
Article Christians Attribution /
Distortion
10.Sept.2013 | Takvim News Anonymous Armenian Sham! /| Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Article They Know No Limits Denigration
In Filthiness
10.Sept.2013 Konya Opinion Dursun Seyis What a Weird | Syrian Emnity  / War
Hakimiyet Column World!.. Refugees, Discourse
Jews,
Christians,
Iraqi
Peshmergas
10.Sept.2013 Yeni Akit Opinion Hasan Karakaya | Two Photos of Turkey | Armenians Emnity / War
Column on Olympics... Discourse
Celebrating and
Mourning!
10.Sept.2013 | Tirkiye Opinion Rahim Er Villanous Byzantines West Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Denigration
10.Sept.2013 | Yeni Mesaj Opinion Mustafa Aslan Towards a 3" Coup | Christians, Exaggeration /
Column D’Etat... Jews Attribution /
Distortion
10.Sept.2013 Yeni Akit Opinion Ali ihsan | 2020 Maccabiah | Jews, Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Karahasanoglu Games Armenians Denigration
11.Sept.2013 Adana News Anonymous Halagoglu: What is | Armenians, Exaggeration /
Ekspres Article Being Planned in | Christians, Attribution /
Gazetesi Kozan? Jews Distortion
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16.Sept.2013 Antalya Opinion Huseyin Brotherhood Meeting | Armenians Emnity / War
Turkuaz Column Kocabas from Tas Medrese Discourse
Idealist Group
17.Sept.2013 Samsun Opinion Dursen Trojan Horse — Hate | West, Emnity / War
Manset Column Ozalemdar Speech! Armenians Discourse
18.Sept.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Ali Oncii THIS IS THE DAY OUR | Armenians, Emnity / War
Column MOTHERS RAISED US | Kurds Discourse
FOR
18.Sept.2013 Denizli Serbest Ozcan Not Worth A Stone In | Christians, Exaggeration /
Horoz Kirsh Pehlivanoglu this Country!.. Jews, Kurds, | Attribution /
(MHP MYK Laz, Rims, | Distortion
Uyesi) Armenians
18.Sept.2013 Ankara il | Opinion D. Dogan | In a Style | Had Never | Christians Exaggeration /
Gazetesi Column Kandemir Used Before Attribution /
Distortion
19.Sept.2013 Anayurt Opinion Tuncay Altun Armenians Were | Armenians Emnity / War
Column Waiting For a “Come Discourse
Back” Call
19.Sept.2013 Milli Gazete Opinion Mehmed Sevket | Can Today’s Muslims | Jews, Rims Exaggeration /
Column Eygi Be Redeemed As Attribution /
They Are? Distortion
20.Sept.2013 | Yeni Konya News Anonymous, AA | Jews Run Completely | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Article signed Rampant Denigration
20.Sept.2013 Konya Opinion Dr. Ufuk | Where Are We | Armenians, Exaggeration /
Memleket Column Karadavut Going? Kurds Attribution /
Distortion
23.Sept.2013 | Sanliurfa Opinion Salih Bencik DO SYRIANS DESERVE | Syrian Blasphemy / Insult /
Yeni Urfa Column THESE SACRIFICES? Refugees Denigration
23.Sept.2013 | Yeni Mesaj Opinion Akin Aydin Ones Anger Harms | Jews, Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Himself Most Christians Denigration
26.Sept.2013 Kayseri Star | Opinion Ahmet Sivaci HIGHBROW  MEDIA | Armenians, Blasphemy / Insult /
News Article | Column SNOBS Greeks Denigration
26.Sept.2013 istanbul Opinion Abdulkadir Crypto-Alevis Alevis, Exaggeration /
Gergek Column Saglam Armenians Attribution /
Vizyon Distortion
27.Sept.2013 | Ankara News Ozel Haber They Will Implement | Alevis Exaggeration /
News Article | Article A Plan to Create Attribution /
Vaktim Disorder In Turkey Distortion
27.Sept.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Suikrd Alniagik Democracy Is | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Column “Nationalism of Denigration

National Affairs”
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27.Sept.2013 Batman Opinion Babnirli  Mele | DRUGS, LUST AND | Non-Muslims Blasphemy / Insult /
Gazetesi Column Abdullah YOUTH Denigration
30.Sept.2013 Samsun Opinion Ali Kayikgi THIS MADE-UP | Armenians Emnity / War
Manget Column LANGUAGE DOES Discourse
NOT SUIT THIS
YOUTH!../3
30.Sept.2013 Milli Gazete News Fatih Yedier / | Gift Package for | Jews Emnity /  War
Article istanbul Sionism Discourse
01.0ct.2013 Ankara Opinion Prof. Dr. | BRAINWASHING THE | Christians, Exaggeration /
Belde Column Nurullah Cetin TURK WITH A | Jews Attribution /
HUNTER'’S Distortion
PARTRIDGE(2)
01.0ct.2013 Kibris Halkin | Opinion Dr. Fazil Kuglk The Sea Does Not | Rims Emnity /  War
Sesi Column Bloodshed For No Discourse
(50 Yil Reason
Once
bashkl
sayfada)
02.0ct.2013 Erzurum News iHA Karabag Veterans in | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Yeni Kugak Article Igdir Denigration
02.0ct.2013 Milli Gazete Opinion ismail Hakki | Developments in | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Akkiraz Egypt and  Their Denigration
Historical
Background-7
02.0ct.2013 Yeni Akit News Sinan Yavuzoglu | Hate Platform Is A | Alevis, Exaggeration /
Article / Ankara Sionist Tool Armenians, Attribution /
Assyrians, Distortion
Christians,
Jews
02.0ct.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Akin Aydin One is the President | Christians, Exaggeration /
Column of the Constitutional | Jews Attribution /
Court, the Other, a Distortion
Factory Worker
03.0ct.2013 Ankara Opinion Prof. Dr. | Rebellion Against | "Infidel" Exaggeration /
Belde Column Nurullah Cetin Brainwashing  After Attribution /
Programmed Distortion
Helplessness
03.0ct.2013 Ortadogu Opinion M. Glinay | All Infidels Are | Christians, Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Siddikoglu Tryrants, Stay Away | Jews Denigration
From Them
04.0ct.2013 Yeni Akit News Muhammet Look At The Infidel! West Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Erdogan / Denigration
Ankara
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04.0ct.2013 Isparta Opinion Nevzat Laleli Democraticising? Jews, Exaggeration /
Gllses Column Armenians, Attribution /
Greeks Distortion
04.0ct.2013 Once Vatan Opinion Koray Kamaci Israel’'s 12" Lost Tribe | Jews, Kurds Emnity / War
Column Discourse
04.0ct.2013 Once Vatan Yazi Dizisi VHA The Emergence of the | Jews Exaggeration /
Puppet Dictator and Attribution /
WWII Distortion
04.0ct.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Prof. Dr. | Is Our Oath of | British Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Nurullah Cetin Allegiance a Verse of Denigration
the Koran? - lll
09.0ct.2013 Yeni Akit News Anonymous Jewish Bullying Jews Exaggeration /
Article Attribution /
Distortion
09.0ct.2013 Elmali Opinion Serhan An Interesting | Armenians Exaggeration /
Gindem Column Altiparmak Anectode on the Attribution /
Genocide Distortion
15.0ct.2013 Yeni Akit News Jerusalem Provocation With a | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Flag at Al-Agsa Denigration
Mosque from
Ferocious Jewish
Settlers
21.0ct.2013 Takvim News Mevlit Yiuksel SECRET CROSS in | Christians Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Suleymaniye/CRUSAD Denigration
ER’S THINKING
21.0ct.2013 Milli Gazete News Rahmi Yolcu Dictionary for | Christians Exaggeration /
Article Incitement Attribution /
Distortion
22.0ct.2013 istanbul Opinion Av. Zeki | The Responsibility of | Christians Emnity /  War
Gazetesi Column Haciibrahimoglu | the Turkish Nation Discourse
23.0ct.2013 Milli Gazete | Opinion Mehmed Sevket | Israel’s Power in | Jews Exaggeration /
Column Eygi Turkey Attribution /
Distortion
24.0ct.2013 Kirikkale Opinion Ali Sagak Armenians’ Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
News Article | Column Azerbejiani Massacre Denigration
Kale
25.0ct.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Ender Gokdemir | IF YOU DON’T TAKE | Armenians Emnity /  War
Column THE IDEALISTS” WILL Discourse
SERIOUSLY, YOU WILL
DROWN IN
TREACHERY!
28.0ct.2013 Yeni Akit News Sinan Yavuzoglu | Old Ladies On Stage Jehova's Blasphemy / Insult /
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Article / istanbul Witnesses Denigration
30.0ct.2013 Van Olay News Diyarbakir / | Islamist Scholars | Jews Exaggeration /
Article iLKHA Association Held Attribution /
Their 5 Meeting Distortion
30.0ct.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Prof. Dr. | Ownership Claim | Christians, Exaggeration /
Column Nurullah Cetin between Jews Attribution /
Independence- Distortion
supporters’ and
Deliverers
30.0ct.2013 Yeni Akit News Anonymous Protests from | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Ferocious Jews Denigration
01.Nov.2013 Yeni Akit News Anonymous Ferocious Jews Broke | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Into Al-Agsa Mosque Denigration
Under Police
Protection
05.Nov.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Fikri Atilbaz “Enough” to Those | Kurds Emnity /  War
Column Wanting To Wipe the Discourse
Turkish Nation Out
05.Nov.2013 Samsun Opinion Dursen MAKING EXCUSES Armenians Exaggeration /
Manget Column Ozalemdar Attribution /
Distortion
05.Nov.2013 Milli Gazete Opinion ishak Beyazay Say, Why  Were | Jews, Exaggeration /
Column Headscarfs Banned? Armenians, Attribution /
Rams Distortion
06.Nov.2013 Anayurt Opinion Hamdi Yilmaz The Enemy Is Always | Jews Exaggeration /
Column on the Lookout Attribution /
Distortion
08.Nov.2013 Karadeniz News Anonymous Armenian Armenians Exaggeration /
Article Dashaksutyun Arm in Attribution /
Arm with BDP Distortion
08.Nov.2013 Once Vatan Opinion Prof. Dr. | BEING A KING IN | Christians, Exaggeration /
Column Nurullah Cetin YOUR OWN UNION | Jews, Attribution /
OR BEING A | Armenians, Distortion
DOORMAT IN THE | Rims
CRUSADERS'
11.Nov.2013 Yeni Cag Opinion Hasan Demir This Man Will Divide | Armenians Dusmanlik / Hedef
Column Up the Country! GOsterme
11.Nov.2013 Once Vatan Opinion Koray Kamaci IRANIAN CRYPTO- | Jews Exaggeration /
Column JEWS AND THE Attribution /
UNKNOWN Distortion
11.Nov.2013 Milli Gazete | Opinion Mehmed Sevket | Notes Armenians, Exaggeration /
Column Eygi Jews Attribution /
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Distortion
11.Nov.2013 Kocaeli Opinion M. Tanzer Unal 90" Anniversary of | Armenians, Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Our Republic and the | Kurds Denigration
Never-ending Malice-
13
12.Nov.2013 Kibris Volkan | Opinion Ethem Durak Where are we going Greeks (with | Exaggeration /
Gazetesi Column Turkish Attribution /
residence) Distortion
12.Nov.2013 Kayseri Star | Opinion Ahmet Sivaci He’s Armenian; That’s | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
News Article | Column what He Says! Denigration
12.Nov.2013 Bursa A | News Anonymous Big Reaction from | French, Emnity / War
Gazete Article BBP for Changing City | Greeks, Discourse
Names Armenians,
Russians
12.Nov.2013 Karadeniz News Anonymous Look at the | Armenians Exaggeration /
Postasi Article Armenians BDP meet! Attribution /
Distortion
13.Nov.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Sukrd Alniagik "Asakir-i  Magdure-i | Armenians Emnity /  War
Column Muhammediyel!. . " Discourse
13.Nov.2013 Yeni Akit News Sinan Yavuzoglu | They placed the | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Article / Ankara Turkish flag as a table Denigration
cloth under
appetizers / Flag
became an appetizer
for alcohol
14.Nov.2013 Yeni Akit Opinion Hasan Karakaya | The Karbala Disaster... | Alevis Emnity /  War
Column Let the Hate Ongoing Discourse
for 1374 Years End!
14.Nov.2013 Yeni Cag News Anonymous This is How You Make | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Article “Dignified  Politics”/ Denigration
Wonderful Examples
of Dignified Politics /
Odd Comment On
Armenian Villainy
14.Nov.2013 Gaziantep Opinion Ruhi Aytag Syrian Cyclone Syrians Exaggeration /
News Article | Column (refugees) Attribution /
Distortion
14.Nov.2013 Gaziantep Opinion Tamer Abusoglu | An Armenian Classic Armenians Emnity /  War
27 Column Discourse
15.Nov.2013 Once Vatan Opinion Prof. Dr. | Being a Guest to Your | Greeks, Exaggeration /
Column Nurullah Cetin Enemy at Your Own | Bulgarians, Attribution /
House Armenians Distortion
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18.Nov.2013 Corum Dost | News S. Orgel Armenian  Genocide | Armenians, Exaggeration /
News Article | Article Lie Explained Christians Attribution /
Distortion
18.Nov.2013 Bolu Koroglu | News Anonymous “Our non-Muslims | Non-Muslims Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Are With Foreign Denigration
Non-Mulslims”
18.Nov.2013 Adana Opinion Gozde ADANA VE CEMAL | Armenians Exaggeration /
Ekspres Column Ramazanoglu PASA-2 KISIM Attribution /
Gazetesi Distortion
20.Nov.2013 Gaziantep Opinion Saban Dogru NOBODY CAN | Armenians, Exaggeration /
Ekspres Column CHANGE THIS MAP Christians Attribution /
Distortion
21.Nov.2013 Sozci Opinion Emin Colasan Kurd-Supporters and | Kurds, Exaggeration /
Column Armenians Meet in | Armenians Attribution /
Washington Distortion
21.Nov.2013 Kocaeli Opinion M. Tanzer Unal 90" Anniversary of | Armenians, Emnity / War
Column Our Republic and | Kurds Discourse
Endless Malice- 22
21.Nov.2013 Milli Gazete News Rahmi Yolcu / | ANOTHER DEMIREL | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Article istanbul COMES AND... Denigration
21.Nov.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Ender Gokdemir | DO YOU HAVE A | Armenians, Emnity /  War
Column RIGHT TO BLESS OR | French, Kurds Discourse
JUSTIF PKK?
25.Nov.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Mustafa  Hilmi | Leaders That Decieve | Jews Exaggeration /
Column Yildirom Muslims With Their Attribution /
Anti-Israelism Distortion
25.Nov.2013 Yeni Akit News Sinan Yavuzoglu | SIONIST HOAX From | Jews Exaggeration /
Article / Ankara Besiktas Municipality Attribution /
Distortion
27.Nov.2013 Gaziantep Opinion Mehdi Refugee or traitor? Syrian Emnity /  War
Giincel Column Anlaroglu Refugees Discourse
27.Nov.2013 Konya Yeni | Opinion Sezai Keskin Cockroaches Christians, Emnity / War
Haber Column Jews Discourse
28.Nov.2013 Yeni Akit News Muhsin Armenians and | Armenians, Exaggeration /
Article Bayraktar / | Greeks Envy PKK RGms Attribution /
Ankara Distortion
28.Nov.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Ender Gokdemir | IF YOU DON'T WANT | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Column TO BE A MERE Denigration
SPECTATOR OF
BETRAYAL
28.Nov.2013 Yeni Konya News Signed: AA Jew Killed 3 | Jews Exaggeration /
Attribution /

23




Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

Article Palestenians Distortion
29.Nov.2013 Takvim Opinion Ergiin Diler Watch Out For | Jews Exaggeration /
Column Money Attribution /
Distortion
29.Nov.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Hasan Demir Cemaat-Israel Jews Exaggeration /
Column Relationship Attribution /
Distortion
02.Dec.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Yusuf Karaca Supposedly There Is | Jews, Kurds Exaggeration /
Column No Turkish Race! Attribution /
Distortion
02.Dec.2013 Yeni Akit Okurun Remzi Sentiirk / | After-school Centers | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Sesi Kadikoy are an Excuse, Jewish Denigration
Provocation Is the
Culprit
02.Dec.2013 Afyon Serencdm | Elif Demir / | DON'T BE SCARED OF | Christians, Emnity / War
Kocatepe Sayfasi Prof. Dr. Esad | DANGER, PREPARE | Greeks, Discourse
Cosan FAST FOR DEFENSE! Armenians,
Serbians,
Russians
02.Dec.2013 Afyon Opinion Muharrem ALLAH SUBJECTED | Jews, Blasphemy / Insult /
Kocatepe Column Ginay JEWS TO HIS WRATH, | Christians Denigration
AND HE  CALLED
CHRISTIANS
PERVERTS
02.Dec.2013 Yeni Akit News Talha Colak Online Missionary | Missionaries Exaggeration /
Article Trap /Selling Snails In Attribution /
A Muslim Distortion
Neighborhood
03.Dec.2013 Takvim Opinion Ergiin Diler Hiding Your Head Into | Jews Exaggeration /
Column the Sand! Attribution /
Distortion
03.Dec.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Sukrd Alniagik Enemy and the Red | Kurds Exaggeration /
Column Pepper Fields!.. Attribution /
Distortion
03.Dec.2013 Kibris Volkan | Opinion Ethem Durak Here Is the Solution... ROms Emnity / War
Gazetesi Column Discourse
04.Dec.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Suikra Alniagik Water Mixed Into | Armenians Exaggeration /
Column Milk! Attribution /
Distortion
04.Dec.2013 Kirsehir Opinion Mustafa Bag BLASPHEMY AND | Kurds, Exaggeration /
Cagdas Column INSULT! Armenians, Attribution /
ROms Distortion
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04.Dec.2013 Sivas Postasi | Opinion Ayhan Batur Don’t Worry There’s | Kurds, Emnity / War
Column More Trouble Armenians, Discourse
Arabs
04.Dec.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Mehmet Let's Get to Know A | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Ertugrul Man Without A Face Denigration
05.Dec.2013 Milliyet Ege Opinion Erdal izgi Let the Infidel’s | Non-Muslims Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Doings Stay Away Denigration
From Us!
06.Dec.2013 Yeni Akit Opinion Dr. Huseyin K. | Our Need For Halal | Christians, Exaggeration /
Column Bulylkozer Food Grows Every | Jews Attribution /
(GIMDES Day!.. Distortion
Baskani)
09.Dec.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Ugur Kepekgi What is Inter- | Christians, Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Religious Dialogue?-- | Jews Denigration
\Y)
10.Dec.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Sukrd Alniagik From the Engineer’s | Armenians Emnity /  War
Column Perspective!.. Discourse
11.Dec.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Ugur Kepekgi What is Inter- | Jews, Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Religious Dialogue?-VI | Christians Denigration
11.Dec.2013 Yeni Akit News Samet Demir / | A Development that | Jews Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Ankara Drove Sionists Mad! Denigration
12.Dec.2013 Samsun Opinion Dursen DISCORD... Armenians Emnity / War
Manset Column Ozalemdar Discourse
12.Dec.2013 Ortadogu Opinion Ender Gokdemir | TURKEY WILL EXPAND | Armenians Emnity /  War
Column AND BECOME TURAN Discourse
12.Dec.2013 Kirsehir Opinion Mustafa Bag CONCEPTS CHANGED | Kurds Emnity /  War
Cagdas Column NAME, Values Discourse
Trampled On
13.Dec.2013 Balikesir Opinion Fatih Erol EVIL ENGULFING OUR | Christians Exaggeration /
Yeni S6z Column NATION...! Attribution /
Distortion
16.Dec.2013 Adana Opinion Gozde PRESS OF BETRAYAL: | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Ekspres Column Ramazanoglu Press in Old Adana, Denigration
Gazetesi Part 2
16.Dec.2013 Afyon Opinion Muzaffer Analysis Armenians Emnity /  War
Kocatepe Column Tasdelen Discourse
16.Dec.2013 Milat News Anonymous Infidel’s Torture To | Non-Muslims Blasphemy / Insult /
Gazetesi Article Muslim Denigration
16.Dec.2013 Milli Gazete News Anonymous Ummah’s Men Jews,  West, | Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Russians Denigration
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16.Dec.2013 Glinboyu Opinion Ramazan Bogazigi University’s | Rims Emnity /  War
Column Durmus “Ecumenical” Discourse
Disgrace
17.Dec.2013 Takvim News Anonymous JEWS Are No | Jews Emnity / War
Article Different Than Nazis Discourse
17.Dec.2013 Samsun Opinion Dursen ARMENIAN Armenians Emnity / War
Manset Column Ozalemdar MASSACERS WE ARE Discourse
FORCED TO FORGET!
17.Dec.2013 Ankara News News Imitating Manners | Christians Exaggeration /
News Article | Article Articlevaktim.co | Would Cause Attribution /
Vaktim m Imitating Faith Distortion
18.Dec.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Akin Aydin Christian  Neighbors | Armenians Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Are Not Happy With Denigration
The Parliament
18.Dec.2013 Milat News Abdilmuttalip CHRISTMAS Christians Exaggeration /
Gazetesi Article llgaz / Ankara ENTERTAINMENT IS Attribution /
CRUSADER’S PLOT Distortion
18.Dec.2013 Milli Gazete News Blinyamin Guler | MODERN VERSION OF | Non-Muslims Exaggeration /
Article / Ankara THE CRUSADES Attribution /
Distortion
19.Dec.2013 Takvim Opinion Ergiin Diler Don’t Forget! Jews Exaggeration /
Column Attribution /
Distortion
20.Dec.2013 Milli Gazete Opinion Mahmut Toptas | Jewish Provocation Jews, Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Christians Denigration
23.Dec.2013 Yeni Akit News Osman Yigit Christian and Jewish | Christians, Exaggeration /
Article Terrorists  Shedding | Jews Attribution /
Muslim Blood Distortion
24.Dec.2013 Milli Gazete | Opinion Mehmet Talu New Year's Is A | Non-Muslims Exaggeration /
Column National Uprising-3 Attribution /
Distortion
24.Dec.2013 Milli Gazete News Anonymous IT’S NOT NEW YEARS, | Christians Exaggeration /
Article IS A CRUSADER Attribution /
ATTACK /CRUSADER’S Distortion
ATTACH TO FAITH
25.Dec.2013 Yeni Akit Okurun Yrd. Dog. Dr. | Muslim Brotherhood | Christians, Exaggeration /
Sesi Bedri Katipoglu | and Psychology of | Jews Attribution /
Betrayal Distortion
26.Dec.2013 Yeni Mesaj Opinion Tahsin Aydin Davutoglu Lost His | Armenians Emnity / War
Column Memory Discourse
30.Dec.2013 Yeni Akit News Emre Kuskiin / | Why Are The Proxies | Jews, Exaggeration /
Armenians, Attribution /

26




Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

Article Ankara Disturbed? Alevis Distortion
30.Dec.2013 Takvim News Mevlit Yiksel A National Matter Jews Exaggeration
Article Attribution
Distortion
30.Dec.2013 Milli Gazete Readers’ Abdullah Atala NEVER JINGLE BELLS Armenians, Exaggeration
Column Christians Attribution
Distortion
30.Dec.2013 Takvim Opinion Erglin Diler DROP THE MASK Jews Exaggeration
Column Attribution
Distortion
31.Dec.2013 Kayseri Opinion Erkinbeg | wish the people of | Christians Exaggeration
Giindem Column Uygurtiirk Kayseri A Merry Attribution
Christimas (!) Distortion
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EXAMPLES BY CATEGORY

Blasphemy/Insult/Denigration

Title: Villainous Byzantine
Newspaper: Tirkiye

Date: September 10, 2013
Type: Opinion Column
Writer: Rahim Er

In writing on Turkey losing its candidacy for the Olympics, Er primarily criticizes the “Gezi Protestors”.

As he describes throughout his writing, and which becomes clear by the examples he uses towards
the end of his piece, he accuses a group of people, whom he in fact believes to be represented by the
CHP party, to be conspiring with the West. As can be observed in the title, he describes the West as
“villainous”. Using expressions such as “cowardly, base, ignoble, co-conspirator, lacking God’s grace,

disgraceful and losing their minds”, he insults the West, which he calls “one of the enemies”, and all
that it represents and those that have relations with it. He then states that this group of people “are
enemies to all the values we hold sacred”, thereby inciting polarization within the society.

Kahpe Bizansh

trkiye, olimpiyatlan kaybetti diye sevi-

nenlerin varhgi bir hakikat. Késelerinden

yazip cizerek elindeki kaleme, ontindeki

sutuna, karsisindaki okuyucuya ihanet
edenler goritlmekte. Bir de benzer hezeyanlan
sosyal medyada kusan dokintiler mevcut.
Hatta ihanetin daha evveli de varmis. Geziciler,
olimpiyat komitesi mensuplanna iktidan ka-
ralayarak "Istanbul’'u segcmeyin" diye mailler
gondermisler.

Bunlardaki kin, dylesine katmerli Ki bir harp
halinde bizim devlet adamlarnmiz ve bizim or-
dumuzu degil, disman tarafini tutarlar.

Onlan, kansiz, soysuz, cibilliyetsiz... gibi ke-
limelerle tarif etmek, kelimeleri harcamak olur.
Bunlar nasipsizdir. lyilikten nasipleri yoktur.
Insan kiliginda ne oldugu mechul zavallilardir.
Insan olan dogdugu, buyudugu, ekmegini ye-
digi, havasini teneffls ettidi, is, unvan sahibi
oldugu bir memlekette © memleketin kaybet-
mesine sevinemez. Isterse bir ay 6nce vatandasi
olsun. Insaf, sadakat ve ahlaktan nasibi olan
bunu yapamaz.

Bir kimse Ulkesini yoneten iktidara oy ver-
meyebilir, onu sevmeyebilir, hatta belki &fke
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Imeyepir, onu sevimeyeilr, natia DeIKl OTKe
bile duyabilir. Ama sunun idrakinde olmasi
gerekmez mi?

Devlet ve memleket iktidarin tapulu mulku,
millet kSlesi degdildir. Secmen, serbest iradesiyle
bir gorisi iktidar yapmistir. Memnun oldugu
slirece onu is basinda tutar. Memnun kalma-
yinca da muhalefete alir. Hadise bu kadar ba-
sitken uluslararasi bir yans alinamayinca iktidara
kizgnlikla oh gekerek ele kina yakip zevkten
dort kdse olmak, isbirlikei bir zihniyetin teza-
hurtdir. Bu zihniyet, ilk defa |. Dinya Harbi
isgal glinlerinde géruldu. Kendisine Simek em-
redilen Mehmetcik, cephede sehit dluser, in-
sanlar ot yeme zorunda kalip, ¢cank bulamazken
bunlar Sigli'de, Ulus'ta, Kordonboyu'nda, Ingiliz,
Fransiz sofralarinda kadeh tokusturuyorlardi.
GuUnumuzun yuz karas! iyilikten nasipsizler,
neseben olmasa bile fikren onlann devarmidir.
Bu yuz karalan, mukaddesat adina ne degerimiz
varsa hepsini dlisman sayarlar. Buna aile ha-
yatindan nikahtan dine, milliyetten bayraga
kadar her deger dahildir. Vaktiyle bunlari fikren
insa edenler, bu topraklarda yarnm asir sonra
Allah diyenin kalmayacadini hesap etmislerdi.

Fakat onlarin bir hesabi vardi.

Allahu tedlanin da bir hesabl vardi.

Musa aleyhisselami Firavunun sarayinda
yetistiren Allah, Adnan Menderes'i de Tek
Parti'de yetistirdi. Bu isgalci zihniyet, ilk kaybi
14 Mayis 1950'de verdi. 3 Kasim 2002 ise
hezimetlerinin baslangicidir.
Kudurmalan, tlikenislerini gér-
mekten dolayi. Idarede laik de
olsa sahsi hayatlannda Mus-
liman bir ekibin zaferindense
hach galibiyetini tercih etmek-
teler. Bu kici kinklar, Bizans’in
kahpe tarafinin mirascilandir. ok

Telefonunuza, QR
Scanner adh reader
programuni indire-

re
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Title: Do Syrians Deserve These Sacrifices?

Blasphemy/Insult/Denigration

Newspaper: Sanlurfa Yeni Urfa
Date: September 23, 2013
Type: Opinion Column

Writer: Salih Bencik

In his column, Bencik attributes various negative qualities to Syrian refugees and portrays them as

the source of a multitude of troubles, dangers and threats, without mentioning the living conditions

presented to them. Mentioning that “the sacrifices made are misused”, and that “disgusting events

have taken place”, he awakens a sense of abstract and unknown danger/threat within the reader.

After strengthening the perception of “us” vs. “them” by using statements such as: “We have nothing

in common with these people”,

n u

Supposedly they came here as refugees”, and “Their presence has

always caused discomfort and unease”, Bencik almost suggests that they be segregated by stating “If

we have an obligation to shelter them, | believe that their connections to the city should be

completely shut off”. In his last two sentences, Bencik covertly incites people to violence by saying

“We cannot ignore the opinions, the disruption of the lives and the reactions to future dangers of so

many people. I'm just letting you know.”

SALIH BENCIK

salihbenciktaha@hotmail.com

0Oz yurdunda mahrumiyet-
ler yasanirken, bununla bir-
likte itilip kakilmak, ikinci si-
nif muamelesi gormek, bir
bagkasina tolerans tanmimak
damarina dokunmaz mi insa-
nin. Elbette dokunur. Yurdun
bir ¢ok yerine zorunlulukmus
gibi, dayatma ve diretme ile
kabul edilmeye galistirilan,
ok farkli yasam tarzlari olan
bu insanlan her seye ragmen
bagrimiza basmaya calistik,
ama hazindir ki incindi kalbi-
miz suiistimal edildi yaptigi-
miz fedakarliklar,

Medya ya yansiyan kada-
riyla tiksinti verecek olaylarin
yaganmasi bizleri derinden
yaralarken, bir de yansimayan
hadiseleri dile bile getirmek
istemiyorum. Bu insanlarla
higbir ortak yanimiz olmadigi
gibi benzer higbir seyimiz
yok. Bunlar siginmaci olarak
gelmisler giiya. Benim aciza-
ne bildigim savas esnasinda
ancak yasl, hasta ve kadinlar
siginmact olarak yurtlarim
terk ederler ama gel gor ki du-
rum higte oyle degil. Bagin-

SURIYELILER BU FEDAKARLIKLARI
HAK EDIYOR MU?

dan beri varliklari hep rahat-
sizlik ve huzursuzluk vermis-
tir ne yazik ki. Nasil anlatsan
bilmem ki. Kaldiklar evler-
deki tiim cevrelerini bile gile-
den gikaracak kadar.
Sokaklarda dilenenler,
evlerinde perde ¢cekmeden ka-
lanlar, hastanelerde ukalaca
davranislar, ahlaksizhk, bula-
sict hastaliklar, nimete nan-
korliik etmek. Bir arkadagim-
dan duymustum. Yillar once
Suriye ye gitmistim. Insanla-
rin yemek yedikten sonra ¢ok
af buyurun. Karmlanmi tika
basa doyurduktan sonra agiz-
lari1  ekmekle sildiklerini
gozlerimle gordiim. Bu man-
zara karsisinda bu olanlarin
baglarina gelmesi az bile ben-
ce. Iste bu insanlari bizler
bagrimiza bastik. Bunca feda-
karhgimiz kargisinda nankor-
likleri bir yana, kapa giden
bir arkadag aynen sunlari soy-
lemisti. Vallahi gozlerimle
gordiim bu insanlar hig de bu
kadar hizmeti hak etmiyorlar.
Neden dedigimizde; Ekmegin
icinin oyularak igine sigara

sondiiriildiigii ve hatta dilim
varmiyor soylemeye, kiil tab-
last olarak kullamldigim go-
rince akhm bagimdan gitti,
bunlara asla acinmaz diyerek
oray1 hemen terk ettim.

Gegenlerde bir taziye do-
laysiyla ;Adiyaman iline git-
mistim. Gece sehrin disinda
parlak 151k goriince merak
ederek sordum. Arkadasim bu
itklarin: Suriyelilerin kaldigi
cadir kentler oldugunu soyle-
di. Ve sehir merkezine asla
girmelerine miisaade edilme-
digi halkin bu konuda gok
tepki verdigini dile getirdi.

flimizde ise her kose ba-
sinda ¢ocuk, kadin, erkek
avuglarini agmis dileniyor.
Asla da keyiflerinden geri
kalmiyorlar. Burunlari yansa
yiiksek sesle miizik acarak
eglenmek gevreyi rahatsiz et-
mek nezaketsizligini goster-
mezler.

Eli silah tutan herkesin si-
nir dist edilerek, geri kalanla-
rn barindirilmasi gerekmez
miydi? Cok mu mecburduk
bu insanlari aramiza alarak
diizenimizi bozma pahasina
yikleri omuzlamak. Kose
baglarinda dilenerek her giin
olmek yerine, kahramanca bir
tek defa 6lmek daha da onur-
lu bir davrans degil miydi?
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Bunca yaptiklarimiza kar-
silik halen bir ¢ok insam
memnum edemedik ne yazik
ki? Bu konu ile ilgili bir yazi
yazmistim. "Nereye Kadar
Suriye " baghgi altnda. Bir
daha yazmay1 diigiinmemis-
tim ashinda. Neden yazdin pe-
ki derseniz. Persembe aksami
haberlerinde Diyanet isleri
baskanimiz aynen sunlari soy-
ledi: Kurbanlarimizi Suriyeli
Misafirlerimize verelim. Ben-
de diyorum ki; Saymn baska-
nim siz zannediyor musunuz
ki tim vatandaslarimiz kur-
ban kesebilecek durumda.
ikincisi bu nasil misafirlik
bunlar diipediiz yerlesik hayat
yastyorlar. Bu hayattan ko-
parmak biraz zor olsa gerek,
gitseler bile geride birakacak-
lart yikimlarin izlerinin yillar-
ca memleketimizi terk ede-
meyecegi kanaatindeyim.

Gerek ilimiz ve gerekse
¢evremizdeki illerimiz bunca
niifusu kaldirabilecek higbir
donamina hazir degildir. ili-
mizde birkag aile birleserek
kabarik bile olsa ev kirala-
maktadirlar. Bu durumda her
agirt giiriilti olmakta ve her
de kiralar gok yiiksek fiyatla
verilmektedir. Kiralik ev si-
kintisi bityiik bir sorun olarak
halen tayin olarak gelen 6g-

retmen, polis ve memurlan
ciddi bir sikintiyla kars1 kargi-
ya birakmaktadir.

Halen barmdirdigimiz bu
insanlar ne kardesimiz, ne
muhacir ne de misafirdirler.
Kendi yurtlarinda bile kimlik-
leri bulunmayan bu insanlar
bu kadar iltifat karsisindaki
hayretlerini geride birakarak,
kendilerini daha agr terazi-
lerde, daha on planda tutul-
malarini hak ettiklerini diigii-
niiyorlar. Ve bizlerin de onla-
ra bakmaya mecbur oldugu-
muzu diisiiniiyorlar.

Netice olarak bu insanla-
rin igimizde bizlerle kalmala-
ri biiyiik tehlike sinyalleri
vermektedir.

Eger barindirmak zorunlu-
lugumuz var ise sehirle tim
baglantilarinin kesilerek ha-
yatlarini siirdiirmeleri gerek-
tigini diisiiniiyorum. Boyle
olmasi gerektigini ilgili mer-
cilere ok onceleri dile getir-
mistim. Belki de halen bir gok
insan bizi merhametsizlikle
suglayacaktir. Asla; bu top-
lumsal bir tepkidir. Bu kadar
insanin diistincelerini, bozu-
lan diizenleri ve gelecek tehli-
kelere karsi tepkilerini goz ar-
di edemeyiz. Benden soyle-
mesi.
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Emnity /War Discourse

Title: Two Photos From Turkey On Olympics... Celebrating and Mourning
Newspaper: Yeni Akit

Date: September 10, 2013

Type: Opinion Column

Writer: Hasan Karakaya

Writing about Turkey not gaining enough of the votes to host the Olympics, Hasan Karakaya states
that there are two groups who were happy about it and who had called on the public to not support
Turkey’s candidacy for hosting the Olympics: Gezi protestors and Armenians. Presenting these groups
as “enemy of the Turks”, the writer uses a common method of hate speech generation for the group
he identifies as “Gezi Protestors” and claims that they could not possibly be “Turkish”. This approach
involves stripping the group that is portrayed as an enemy of their national identity and their
citizenship. He insults the same group through words such as “Infidel’s semen” or “bastards”. Also
making references to the events that took place between headscarf and non-headscarf students, he
defines the non-headscarf students as “ODTU’s dogs”. The same piece of writing also targets Mine
Kirikkanat and Aysenur Arslan, and uses expletives to describe Necati Dogru, a writer for Sézcii,
thereby producing hate speech in different categories towards various groups and individuals in the
same piece of writing.

30



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

Rusya igin kim demis “Komiinist” diye!

'da “komdnist” kald mi bimem ama, son gitigi-  Demem o ki, .’mmkﬂ"ww_:m‘nxmw
: ox ;
miz Petersburg'ta hic kominist kalmadigini, ozellikle “otel oldugunu filan L. Adamiar,
Rl ot s i . A ot e
i bir gecesi 1700 Dolarl..
Zirves!" dolayisiyla gittgimiz Petersburg'ta iki gece Bunlar, “kapitalist”lite Amerika'y: bile sollamiglar!.,

Malim, Rusya ve Arjantin’ icine alan okl y '
] wm‘r"m erwmmmm
K" k. o R Dince O MAHALLEDEN 2 KADIN!
mdmm Dera kapcn guen Hoaide atarsiz.. Tan da gon
16 sonra; ama, bir de Olim- %%m
e 6% i} g e b ook o
&’:,‘i”M‘ bir yerleine kina yaksiniarl”
Ho s s O heloe, mnesi yerer kina ki
. o ok, o
daponyae veks) sannc morl s:wiim-mm«mm,
i e
tarihine
gorev:bir hanm"n goz e raerom g ik
i kg Tk e Kinkianat ftd o
g : Efendim, Yurt yazan Aygenur Arslan,
wmwnm ‘: M%
st S
ragmen, o, “nike m\rmm i, donogin-
feer szint” o bast derte oan i den ayi oo
yaya verimesi, isin icinde “oyun -.uno do demig ki;
EEem S
" Yine ] ‘nin
icinde “entrika” vard i i yenilglye bu kadar
gam ok Mhm Buenos amﬁam.n

!-m-n Tayyip “Tarkiye © grup toplanmis ve * mﬁ hezimetinin
Erdogan’a W\daﬂ’ yapiimis... %MJ&M 3 sim, T 1" e i
i by iy R w”ﬁ Feal Katdgm: wio. o mer: . Girnta g Wr.
reriedL” “roaomm i m‘r;:" Kazandig) da, sevin- a-r:" lw
“hilzin e © Uzun 141 Wgh“‘"
, Fowmmpdw;'l-- : --umﬂ%m- r, Kim-
Baktim, aralarinda “"bagrtild gen¢ - jer de “Tirklye dir, bir dela da-
kalar" davar.. ha i, bunu gdrmek bile Tark-
Hani su; “0DTU'niin tara- | g a .
mmmnhenm“ %mm o g wu:avq.a
%n'?w i b

g
¢
i
£
%
5
g

2%?

H

i

e e o
Pttty

i
&

ﬁg&

£
z

31



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

Title: Here's the solution...
Newspaper: Kibris Volkan
Date: December 3, 2013
Type: Opinion Column
Writer: Ethem Durak

Writing on the news article about
Ram farmers of who were
reported to be planning on
crossing the border from Bostanci
to Glzelyurt on December 7,
Ethem Durak publicly incites
people to violence and portrays
them as enemies. Mentioning that
R{ms do not have good intentions,
Durak portrays them (and
Armenians and “many other
ethnicities”) as threats who have
ambitions on seizing the Turkish
land, and then he goes on to justify
a violent reaction to the event by
saying “If a Rlm is trying to
penetrate the border, then he
gives the people of the region a
right to defend themselves.” Also
insulting the RGms by likening
them to the Devil, Durak quotes
the opinion of “a friend from the
region” that serves to justify
murdering Rims and ironically he
presents this as a solution: “Here is
the solution: If a Rlm penetrates
the border then a Turk will
puncture him. Could there be a
better solution?”

Emnity /War Discourse

HAYKIRIS

Gazetelere diisen bir haber aynen
soyle;

“Rum ciftciler traktorleriyle Bos-
tancr'dan siniri delerek Giizelyurt'a
gitmeye calisacak.

Rum ciftcilerin, 7 Aralik Cumartesi
sabahi, Astromerit (Bostanci) sinir
kapisinda biiyiik bir “seferberlik"
diizenleyecekleri ve traktorleriyle
sinir kapisini delip Glizelyurt'a kadar
gitmeye calisacaklari haber verildi.”

Bu haberi okuyunca, anladim kibu
tilkede ¢oziim olsa bile sadece kagit
tizerinde yazilan bir metinden oteye
gitmeyecektir.

Coziim, anlasma iyi niyetli insanlar
arsinda olur.

Turkler iyi niyetlidir ancak Rumla-
rin iyi niyetli oldugunu soylemek
bliylik cesaretister.

Tirkler, kanaatkar ve kendilerinden
emin insanlardir. Kimsenin hakkinda,
topraginda gozii yoktur. Bu yiizden
ideal sahibi degillerdir.Bliyiik iddia-
lari yoktur.

Rum, sadece Kibris'i almayi degil,
Dogu Roma imparatorlugunu, eski
Bizansi canlandirma pesindedir. Bu
hayal onun “ Megalo ideasi” dir.
Biitlin calismalari bu ideal pesinde,
cercevesinde dolanmaktadir.

Turk “Yurtta sulh, diinya sulh” des-
turuile hareket ederken, maalesef,
Rum’un Megalo ideasi'na Ermeni'nin
hedeflerine ve daha bircok etnik ko-
kenlerin saldirisina maruz kalmakta-
dir. Sulh dusturu, cok glizel bir
dustur, olmasina ragmen, Turkiin
karin altin tamamen miidafaasiz bi-
rakmaktadir.Simdi Kibris'ta ¢oziim
hemen coziim isteyenlere, oldum-
olasi bir coziimii kabullenmeye razi
olanlara, sormak gerek; Bu haberde
bahsi gecen ciftciler sizce hakl
mi?Onlara hos geldinizdemeye gi-
decek misiniz? Onlari hasretle bagri-
niza basacak, "“gel grekocugum
Omorfo sizindir” diyecek misiniz ?

Tirk askerinin sinirt bekledigi su
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glinlerde, sinir delmeye kalkan bu
dustincesiz insanlar, yarin Turk as-
keri cekildikten sonra rahat duracak
mi, yoksa Tiirk olan her seye saldirip,
ezip gecmeye mi calisacaklar?

Sinir delme olayy, tek tarafl kala-
maz. Rum siniri delmeye calisiyorsa
o bolgede yasiyan insanlara kendini
miidafaa hakki veriyor demektir.

Gerekge tarla stirmek olarak gos-
teriliyor.Tarlalar, stirtiliip; ekilmistir
bile.Bunu bilenlere sormak gerek.
Hangi tarlayi siirmedir niyet? Niyet,
sadece sinirda olay cikarmadir. Rum
seytana benzer, rahat duramaz, ya
cocuklarini gomer veya kendi altini
parmaklar.

*kk

Anlasma oldugunu, coziime erisil-
digini farz edelim. Rumoglu sizce
rahat duracak mi?

Turklerde tek karis, bir karis toprak
oldugu stirece, Rum sinir delme ey-
lemine devam edecek bu ahlaksizhgi
stirdlirecektir.

Ve, o bolgede yasayan bir arkada-
simin dedigi gibi “ Gelsinler, gelsinler
ancak bilsinler ki biz delik agmasini,
mihlamayi cok iyi beceririz"

iste size coziim; Sinir delecek Rum
ve onu mihlayacak , onda delik aca-
cak, sisleyecek olan Tiirk.

Daha gtizel bir ¢oziim olabilir mi?
Her neisterse olsun bu ebediyete
kadar siirlip, gidecek bir olguya ben-
ziyor.Benzemiyor mu?
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Exaggeration / Attribution /Distortion

Title: A National Matter
Newspaper: Takvim
Date: December 30, 2013
Type: News Article
Writer: Mevlit Yiksel

In the news article conveying Ilham Gencer’s statements he had made on a TV program titled, “Yap-
Boz” on News Channel A, the information that some famous songs in Turkey were adaptations from
foreign songs, is presented with the claim that “foreign powers are trying to divide Turkey.” Instead
of balancing Gencer’s statements with a different opinion or critical approach, the article supports
the distorted truth and conspiracy theories, and thereby serves to generate hate speech, especially
towards the Jewish population, at times supporting Gencer’s statements by printing them in bold
letters. The article also includes the statement, “Masons, Jews and Zionists tried to cause cultural
erosion through these songs”, associating these groups of people with treachery.

Unli mUZisyen auemiensiiom
fllham Gencer, G Soes Sene
mizikle e

yapilan kirli 51 ek miipn, e

ve ekledi: Sarkilarla yapilan
ihanet, silahla yapilmaz.

‘KULTUR EROZYONU’

Yillarca memleketim
sarkisi, kayna@ bilinmeden
soylendi. Kibns'ta binlerce kisi
sehit olduktan sonra

oyunlar! Tarkiye'yi boimeye Tiirkiye'de “Gonlimit
H +. cahstigim iddia etti. eglerim, gerisi Allah
desifre etti: _; , kerim” denildi. Béyle bir 4
, ‘Memleketim: SILAHLAYAPILAMAZ i B e
em e etm Miizik tarihine gecen llham cok biiyiik bir ihanet /
20 HTH > e
sarkisi [sraillin, SEp b poien gk M, .
lDag ba$|n| ezberbozdu. Unlii miizisyen, Tiirk kandirdilar. 2012 yilinda
’ halkiun yillardir dilinden Masonlar, vefat eden sanatgl
uman a|m|$ diisiirmedigi sarkilan desifre etti. Yahudiler, Ayten Alpman,
. i 1+ Gencer, “Memleketim”, “Hayat siyonistler, Memleketim'
1Se |Sve§ n bayram olsa” ve “Sev kardesim”  bu sarkilar sarkistyla

j[[j Ebiserklann, Yahudilerinmilli — yoluyla tnlenmigti.
M mars: oldugunu acikiadi. “Dag Kiiltiir
basiu duman almus” sarkismun ise  erozyonu
mar$|d|r Isve¢’in milli mars yaratmak
oldugunu belirtti istedi.”

Dag bagm
duman almis

Dag basini duman almis
GUmus dere durmaz akar
Gunes ufuktan simdi dogar
Ydrdyelim arkadaslar...

1\ Memleketim
Havasina suyuna

tasina topragina,

Bin can feda bir

S tek dostuma,
kandnlir. Onun icin Tirkiye'de yapilan Her késesi cennetim

ihtilaller hep sarkilarla olmustu. Cocuga - ezilir yanar igim,
bunlan dayatirsan o ¢ocuk hain olur” dedi. Bir baskadir benim
memleketim..

giindeme damga vurdu.
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Exaggeration / Attribution /Distortion

Title: Kurd-Supporters and Armenians Meet In Washington
Newspaper: S6zclu

Date: November 21, 2013

Type: Opinion Column

Writer: Emin Célasan

Writing on a meeting held between BDP and the Dashnaktsutyun Party in Washington, Emin Colasan
makes a statement without showing any references, with regards to the meaning of 2015 for
Armenians that entrenches animosity between the people: “Armenian gangs were betraying our
troops, cutting up Muslims”. After this explanation, Colasan refers to the photographs taken during
the meeting and presents them as the evidence of “Kurd-supporters and Armenians” trying to divide
the country, and as “documents of negligence and betrayal”. Although Célasan claims that the details
of the meeting and the pictures were kept secret from the media, it is possible to gather information
on the meeting from various sources. (http://www.armenianweekly.com/2013/10/31/high-ranking-
arf-bdp-meeting-held-in-washington/). Therefore Co6lasan’s emphasis on secrecy serves to
strengthen an exaggerated conspiracy theory. A news article on the same topic was issued on
Karadeniz on November 8, 2013, with the title “Armenian Dashnaktsutyun and BDP arm in arm.”

Washington'da
ihanet toplantisi

ABD'ye giden BDP
heyeti, kapali kapi-

lar ardinda Ermeni
lobisinin asir1 ugla- ™
rindan Tagnak ¢ Orgli- %
tiyle goriigtii. 1}/

Emin COLASAN yazds. 5'te
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Washmqton'da Kurtgu-Ermem toplant|5|

agisindan- Snemli bir toplanti
vapildi ve eni bir igbirliginin

temelleri atilds. N

Kiirtcii-BDP-Ermeni lobisi - -
igbirligi! vasayip ordumuzu arkadan  topra&i olarak gsterdigi

Ermeni lobisi, ABD'de vuran Ermenilerin gé¢ haritamn altinda yaptiklan bu gah drglitil
Yahudi ve Rum lobilerinden ettirilmesine karar verildi.  toplantinin hangi amaca hizmet niteligmdeldANCAnm(Ennml Ttirkiye'nin dodusu Ermenistan
sonra gelen iiciincii baski Bunun adma “Tehcir” ettigini veya edecedini vann sz Ulusal Komitesi'nin) olarak gésteriliyor.
grubu. Orada bu lobiler cok  (Zorunlu gé¢) kanunu denildi  dilsiinin litfen... Washington'daki ofisinde Fotograflarda Garo
onemli. ve Ermeniler kafileler Bu fotograflari gaflet ve gergeklesti. Armenian, Mehmet Yiiksel

Kendi ulusal ¢ikarlan halinde giineye, genelde ihanet belgesi olarak gérmenizi ~ Gériismeye BDP'den
aqisindan bastinyorlar, Suriye taraflanina go¢  neririm... ' Deimirtas ve Giir, Tasnak'tan ~ Temsilcisi), Hagop Der
yonetimin kendi Ayrica, “Biz bdliinme ise Hagop Der g
toplumlannin cikarlar Bu gogler sirasinda elbette istemiyoruz” yalanina sarlan  Khatchadourian ile Garo Demirtas, Nazmi Giir, Ani

kararlar iiziicii olaylar yasandi. Ancak Kiirtcii kesimin gercek Armenian katld:. Haroian, Aram

almasim saghyorlar. zaman Ermeni'lerin yiiziinil de bu belgeler ortaya ANCA'dan Ani Harolanile  hep birlikte gériiliiyor.

icin anlatayim, 100 wyildan beri iddia Gikaryor. Aram da s e
2015 yil Ermenistan ve biittin  ettikleri gibi “Soykinm” Geqazam Washington'u toplantilarda bulundu.
diinyadaki Ermeniler icin cok  degildi. Soykinm olsa Ziyaret et Bu gériismeden bir giin &nce Ermeni lobisi ile BDP'nin bu
Snemli bir tarih. iilkenin dteki yerlerindeki Selahattin Demirtas ve aym  yine Washington'da toplanan son bulusmasi “TC”, “Tiirk” ve

Onlann deyisi ile “Ermeni Ermenilerin de ~ partinin Dig lliskilerden sorumiu Yenlomdogudkn‘:?nlem “Atatiirk” kavramlarinin

soykmnminn (!)” 100. yili...  edilmesi gerekirdi. | bir GenelManWardmwle Rolii" konulu bir konferansta Tiirkive'de geri plana atilmaya

AR sey asla olmadi. Gﬁ:.lapuhlupdumdmda Krtcler Demirtas ve Giir calisidigy bir dsneme

Ermeni lobileri ve tarafindan temsil edildi. rasthyor.

Yil 1915. Birinci Diinya Ermenistan bu olay1 98 udamdan'l‘qndtag:lumﬂﬂe Toplantida Iran, Irak ve Ortalikta “Kiirdistan” laflan
Savas: olanca hizwla vildan beri somiiriiyor. bir araya gelip géristiiler Suriye'den katihmcilanin yani sira — dolanirken, Washington'da
siiriiyor. Rus ordusu Dodu  Piyasaya siiriilen diizmece Demirtas ve “Kiirt¢ii-PKK'li" kesimler
Anadolu'ya girdi. Osmanli  belgelerde bir milyon Ermeni lobisi ile masaya
ordusu giigsiiz ve hezimete  Ermeni'nin go¢ sirasinda oturuyor.
ugradi. Kars, Erzurum, Sldiiriildiigii Toplantinin aynintilan ve bu
Erzincan, Trabzon, ediliyor. fotograflar medyaya servis

biitiin Dogu 2 L edilmedi, gizli tutuldu
Anadolu Ruslar tarafindan XS Bizim Kiirtciiler,
isgal edildi. Baz BDP'liler ve Ermeni Tiirkiye 'nin altim oymak icin

Osmanh ordusu bir yanda  diasporasinin (lobisinin) &nde Kiirtciiliik yoluyla
Rus ordusuyla, obiir yanda  gelenlerinin ABD'de yaptiklan harcayan kesimler, simdi
ise icimizdeki Ermenilerle toplantinin fotograflarini Dogu Anadolu'yu

sizlere iletiyorum. lsin 6zeti

unutmuslar!
Ve “Soykirimin (!) 100.
. wilna" canak tutmaya
simdiden baslamiglar!
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OTHER DISADVANTAGED GROUPS

Twenty-five articles, which consist of 21 articles that were not included in Part One due to
differences in groups targeted (women, lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgenders, intersex /LGBTI)
and four other articles that were analysed in Part One under another category to which they mainly
belonged, were subjected to discourse analysis in this part.

Although the articles analysed often use the word “transvestite”, it is a misuse of the word, and
therefore we have preferred to use the acronym LGBTI for all articles. What is meant by
“transvestite” in these articles are transgender individuals. Transvestism involves the enjoyment of
cross-dressing and behaving as members of the other sex, whereas transgender individuals define
themselves as a member of the other sex, regardless of whether or not there has been a sex change

operation.
Date Newspap | Type Author Title Target Hate Category
er Group
02.Sept.2013 Takvim News Anonymous Pink Fiasco Women Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Denigration
04.Sept.2013 Ozgiir News Anonymous Transvestite Hunt LGBTI Exaggeration
Kocaeli Article Attribution / Distortion
07.Sept.2013 Kayseri Opinion Kasim Okut Immorality Cannot Be A | LGBTI, Blasphemy / Insult /
Glindem Column Human Right! (1) Women Denigration
09.Sept.2013 | Ortadogu | Special Anonymous When  Humans Run | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Page Wild, Troubles Come Denigration
(“Toward RAINING Down
s Peace”)
10.Sept.2013 | Yeni Akit Opinion Al ihsan | 2020 Maccabiah Games | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Column Karahasanog Denigration
lu
18.Sept.2013 Karadeniz | Sexual Anonymous COULD | BE GAY? LGBTI, Blasphemy / Insult /
Postasi Health Women Denigration
Column
18.Sept.2013 Antalya Opinion Mehmet ARE LAW AND ORDER IN | LGBTI Emnity / War Discourse
Koérfez Column Tosun PLACE IN ANTALYA?
(Non-
Proffessio
nal Guest
Writer)
23.Sept.2013 Sok News iHA Transvestite Caught For | LGBTI Exaggeration
Article Prostitution Attribution / Distortion
2.0ct.2013 Yeni Akit News Sinan Hate Platform Is | LGBTI Exaggeration
Yavuzoglu /
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Article Ankara Zionists’ Tool Attribution / Distortion
7.0ct.2013 News Opinion Fatih Gurblz | Be A Little Gay! LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Articleci Column Denigration
Gazetesi
8.0ct.2013 Sok News Anonymous Horny Nurse Dug Her | Women Blasphemy / Insult
Article Own Grave! Denigration
11.0ct.2013 Yeni Akit News Sinan Kaya / | CHP Requests Deviant | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Article Ankara Representative Denigration
11.0ct.2013 Yeni Opinion Prof. Dr. | Does the Koran Commit | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Mesaj Column Nurullah Hate Crimes?-I| Denigration
Cetin
15.0ct.2013 Milli Opinion Mehmed Sexual Provocation of a | Women Blasphemy / Insult
Gazete Column Sevket Eygi Shrewish Minority Denigration
20.0ct.2013 Yeni Akit News News Article | CHP’s Preoccupation Is | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Article Merkezi Freedom To Deviants” / Denigration
“For CHP Only
Homosexuals and
Drinkers Are Free”
25.0ct.2013 Kocaeli Opinion Adnan A Mother’s Love Women Exaggeration
Bizim Column Gumuser Attribution / Distortion
Yaka
28.0ct.2013 Yeni Akit News Sinan Old Ladies On Stage Women Blasphemy / Insult
Article Yavuzoglu / Denigration
istanbul
06.Nov.2013 News News Serhat Rejected  Transvestite | LGBTI Exaggeration
Article Article Alaattinoglu | Stabbed Customer Attribution / Distortion
Turk / AHT
13.Nov.2013 Ortadogu | Opinion Sukri "Asakir-i Magdure-i | LGBTI Enmity / War Discourse
Column Alniagik Muhammediye!"
(Mohammed’s Soldiers
Deserving Victories)
22.Nov.2013 Yeni Akit News News Center | CHP Targets Deviants LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Article Denigration
25.Nov.2013 Eskisehir News Anonymous New Method From | LGBTI Exaggeration
Sakarya Article Transvestites Attribution / Distortion
04.Dec.2013 Milli News Anonymous Lot’s Tribe Returns LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult
Gazete Article Denigration
12.Dec.2013 Star Kitap | News Seving Roles Are Mixed-Up but | LGBTI Exaggeration
Article Altuntas the Natural Balance Is Attribution / Distortion

Still Exact
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12.Dec.2013 Yeni Akit News Muhsin ‘Deviant” Threat In | LGBTI Blasphemy / Insult /
Article Bayraktar / | Anatolia! Denigration
Ankara
16.Dec.2013 Milli Opinion Mehmed Filling Mosques with | Women Blasphemy / |Insult /
Gazete Column Sevket Eygi Women Denigration

Among the 25 items analysed under the title “Other Disadvantaged Groups”, 15 items contain hate
speech towards (male and female) homosexual individuals. Hate speech towards transgender
individuals, described as “transvestites” in the writings, are found in four items (16% of total items in
study, 21% of LGBTI-targeting items) and hate speech towards women is detected eight times (32% of
the total items) within the period and publications observed.

Graph 14

Hate Speech Towards LGBTI Individuals and Women

OLGBTI
H Transgender

®m Women

Among the 25 items with hate speech, 14 were news articles, nine were opinion columns, one was a
letter sent to the “Sexual Health Section” and one was a piece of writing published in Ortadogu, on a
page titled “Towards Peace”. Considering that hate speech towards national, ethnic and religious
identities are generated largely in opinion columns, as in previous periods, it can be observed that
hate speech towards LGBTI individuals and women have penetrated more easily into news articles.
The adjectives defining homosexuality remained the same as in previous periods, and homosexuality
was often defined as a “perversion” and “deviancy”.

Samples that contained hate speech towards women were generated around women's physical
qualities but also often on their sole existence. During this period, writings where the mere existence
of a woman is considered negative were encountered more often than in other periods. News about
transgender individuals were related to crime as in previous periods.

Of the items studied, seven of them were published anonymously, one was signed with the news

agency name and two were signed as “News Centre”. Seventy-two percent were published with a

writer's name and cited a source. Publishing seven items, Yeni Akit was the newspaper that
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generated the most hate speech towards LGBTI individuals and women, as in previous periods. Sok,
Star, Takvim and Haber Tiirk also contributed to the circulation of hate speech in the mainstream
media by publishing five articles in total. Seven items containing hate speech were published in the
local media, and 18 were published in the national media.

Hate speech towards LGBTI individuals was used to defame Republican People's Party (CHP), as in
previous periods, especially by Yeni Akit. In the articles with the following titles, attempts were made
to disgrace the CHP for the visits that the party paid to LGBTI associations or the visits LGTBI
Representatives paid to CHP in the parliament: “CHP Requests Deviant Representatives” (October
11), “CHP’s Preoccupation Is Freedom To Deviants”/ “For CHP Only Homosexuals and Drinkers Are
Free” (October 20), “CHP Targets Deviants” (October 22).

39



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

EXAMPLES BY CATEGORY
Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion

Title: A Mother’s Love
Newspaper: Kocaeli Bizim Yaka
Date: October 25, 2013

Type: Opinion Column

Weriter: Adnan Glimuser

Writing about a woman who had left her baby back at home alone in Gélciik during the holidays and
thus causing his death, Adnan Glimuser states that women have so-called modern aspirations such
as “working and not being dependent on anybody” and that they fail to raise good generations of
children. By making statements such as “Working women are not resilient. They trust their economic
independence and take too many risks. (...) It’s obvious that families should raise good kids and girls
should put their energy into raising a good generation of people and not into their careers”, the
writer does not only perceive child-upbringing as an exclusively female activity, but he also portrays
women’s economic independence as the biggest obstacle for performing this activity. The person
whom the article is about on the other hand is insulted by both the writer and by the people whose
guotations are taken from social media sites.

40



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

! Coziim Masas|

O Anne sevgisi

Annelerin yerini hicbir sey tutamaz. An-
nelerin sevgi ve sefkatinin degeri hicbir
seyle Olclilemez. Anneler evin diregidir. An-
neler evi ¢ekip ¢evirir. Cennet onlarin ayak-
lar1 altindadir. Yerleri asla doldurulamaz.

Ama ne anneler varmis. Golciikteki olay1
bilmissinizdir. Duymussunuzdur. Ac ger-
cekler. 9 giinliik bayram tatili boyunca ag ve
susuz kalan sabi. Hatay'da oturan ailesine
giden anne. Déniiste 6len cocugu. Babasinin
aramadigi bahtsiz yavru. Cenazesine sahip-
lenilemeyen sabi. Giinahsiz bir yavru. iki ay
once diinyaya getirdigi bebegini evde bira-
kip 9 giinliik tatile giderek 6liimiine yol ac-
tig1 gorilen sinif 6gretmeni 34 yasindaki bir
bayan. Bebegini Golciik Necati Celik Devlet
Hastanesi'nde dogurmus.

Anne 9 giinltik ayriliktan sonra s6ziim
ona eve gelirken sabiyi hastaneye goturtir.
Ac1 gercek ortaya cikar. Sabi aghktan susuz-
luktan 6lmiis. Oldiigii anlasilinca anne goz-
altina alinir. Su an alt soyuna karsi ihmal
davranisiyla adam oldiirmekten yargilani-
yor. Peki, Bir ¢gocuk 9 giin a¢ kalir mi1? Bu
suire iginde yasadig eziyet ne olacak? 9 giin
a¢ ve susuz birakilan bir ¢ocuk hayatta kahr
mi? Bu ne, insanlk 6ldi mii? Gariban sabi-
nin hakkini kim savunacak? Ama anne ayni
sekilde 9 giin ag¢ birakilsa kiyamet kopar.

Cahiliye doneminde diri diri topraga go-
miiliirdi kiz cocuklari. A¢ birakmakta bir
nevi ¢ocugu diri diri oldiirmektir, topraga
diri diri gdmmektir. Evlenmeden ¢ocuk do-
gurmanin ne kadar sakincali oldugu ortaya
cikiyor. Sosyolog olanlar ve bu alanda ¢ali-
sanlar icin tam bir malzeme. Cocugun sesini
duyan olmamis mi bu nasil komsuluk. Nasil
dostluk. Ev alma komsu al derler. Evet diri
diri gocuk gomiilebiliyormus diri diri yavru-
lar 6liime terk edilebiliyormus onu 6gren-
dik. Onu bildik. Ne ugruna peki;

1l-ailem duymasin
2-cevrem duymasin
3-dostlarim duymasin

4-is arkadaslarim duymasin; adina co-
cugu saklamistir muhtemelen.

Sunu unutmamak lazim her kotiiligin
arkasinda mantikh goziiken bir hesap var-
dir. Hirs1zin bir bahanesi ¢ulsuzun bir ge-
rekcesi cebinin bir kosesinde daima yer alir.
Muhtemelen ¢ocuk birine emanet edilmis ve
bu emanet eden ilgilenmemis olabilirde.
Olan olmus neticeye bakmak lazim. Nasil bir
nesil yetistiriyoruz. Allah’im bu durum ne.
Kizlarimiza dogumundan itibaren s6zim
ona modern kadinin hedeflerini gosteriyo-
ruz. Onlari sozde yeni bir hedefe yonlendiri-
yoruz. Kadin ¢alisacak, kariyer yapacak,
maas alacak, kimseye muhta¢ olmayacak,
ekonomik dzgiirligline kavusacak vs. vs.
bundan sonra gelsin bosanmalar gitsin

rarnls Aliimlari va cibintilan Tinavecilarin Al

47, Adnan GUMUSER

punaan sonra geisin bosanmaiar gitsin
cocuk oltimleri ve sikintilar. Tinercilerin, ka-
tillerin, bigakgilarin ailesine ve mazisine
baktiginizda mutlaka babasi 6lmiis, annesi
6lmiis veya bosanmis, ortada kalmis sevgi
gormemis sicak ev ortami bulamamis birile-
rinden cikiyor. Tabi ki biiyliyen bu ¢cocuk
evlenme cagina gelince cocuk yetistirmeyi
bilmiyor. Kizlar biiytiytince de evlenince de
¢ocuga bakamiyor, ahlak yoksunu oluyor
temiz nesil yetismiyor. Nesil artik zora gele-
miyor. Sevilmeyen c¢ocuk, bliyiliyiince de
kendini sevdirme ihtiyaci duymuyor.

Olayla ilgili cikan haberde bazi yorumlar
dikkatimi cekti sizinle paylasmak istedim.
Bakin vatandas ne diyor:

‘9 giin tek basina evde birakmasi resmen
cinayet. Dondiigiinde mama yedirmeye ¢a-
lismismis!9 giin boyunca onun mamasini
niye diisiinmemis. Kendisi 1 giin yemeden
durabiliyor mu denesin bakayim.’

‘Bu ¢ocugun babasi ¢cocugunu merak et-
medi mi? Ana ve Baba torunlarimi sormadi-
lar m1? Sormayanlar sorumlu olmayacaklar
m1? inanch ve imanl nesiller yetismedigi sii-
rece ne yapsaniz civata. Allah tan korkma-
yandan her sey beklenir.’

‘Biitiin memurlar Diyanet ¢alisanlari gibi
yiiz kizartici suglardan sorumlu olmali. Bir
odgretmen diisiiniin hem de sinmif 6gretmeni,
¢ocuklarimiz giinde 7 saat bunlara emanet
ve yaptigl ahlaksizliga mi bakarsin isledigi
cinayete mi? Fuhus, i¢ki, kumar vs. zararh
tiim faaliyetler yiiz kizartic1 suclar kapsa-
minda memurlara uygulanmali. Bu ayni za-
manda bir ahlak egitimi olur.’

‘Sabi alenen 6liime terkedilmis. Sinif 6g-
retmenligi yaptirilan birinin bunu bilmemesi
imkansiz. Zaten anlasiliyor ki kisi gayri
mesru bir iliski sonucu hastanelere kayit
yaptirmadan dogurmaya ¢alisti§l cocugu
alenen oliime terk etmis. Kendi cani tath ol-
dugundan kiirtaja da cesaret edememis;
yavruyu sorunsuzca dogurmayi beklemis.
Sonra da birakip gitmis. Sanirim bu haberi
okudugunda Bagbakan 5218 sayili Kanunu
¢ikardig icin ¢cok pisman olmustur. Ne de
olsa kanun cikti; AB ' ye de girdik ! Allahtan
cehennem var yaaa....'

‘hem anne hem de 6gretmen. Ne yani
simdi ¢cocuklarimizi boyle 6gretmenlere mi
emanet ediyoruz. Pes dogrusu.’

‘Kendi ¢ocuguna bunu yapan bir kadin ne
anne olabilir ne de 6gretmen. Tiim kelimeler
bu canavara yakistirmada az kahr'

‘Bu geri zekali nasil 6gretmen olmus. Cok
yazik'

‘Bir 6gretmen bunu nasil yapabilir inana-
miyorum. 2 aylik bir bebege kiyilmaz.’

Yeni kanunlara gore bebegin cesedi ya-
kinlar1 veya beyan etmesi halinde babasi ta-
rafindan alinabilecek. Ayrica defnedilmeden
once mutlaka niifustan kimlik ¢ikarilacak.
Bu gibi durumlarda baba hanesi bos biraki-
labiliyor. Calisan bayanlar hi¢ zora gelmi-
yor. Lkonomik 6zgiirligiim var deyip her
seyi goze alabiliyor. Yeni bosanmis birinin
su s0zi ¢ok ilging ‘Keske calisan bayanla ev-
lenmeseydim." Anlasiliyor ki artik aileler iyi
¢ocuk yetistirmeli, kizlar kariyer i¢in degil
iyi nesil yetistirmek i¢in ugrasmall. Yoksa
inanin nesil elden gidiyor.

Kalin saghcakla...
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Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion

Title: Rejected Transvestite Stabbed
Customer

Newspaper: Haber Turk

Date: November 6, 2013

Type: News Article

Writer: Serhat Alaattinoglu / AHT

The emphasis of the transgender
identity of the person, both in the
title and the content of the article,
as well as statements such as “Went
crazy when rejected” or “Stabbed
his partner with a chopping knife”,
contributes to the general
association of transgender
individuals with crime, and
strengthens the attribution of
violence to the transgender identity.

Reddedilen travesti
musteriyi bicakladi

SISLI'de barda tanistigr ve kendisini Ukraynali bir
kadin olarak tanitan travesti; cinsel iliskide gercek or-
taya gikip reddedilince giigina donddl. satirla partnerini
yaralad). Bir bara giden A.T. adli travesti, burada
karsilaghgl A.K. ve kendisini Ukraynali bir kadin ofarak
tanitt. Alkol alip sohbet eden ikili, gece yansi para
karsilias cinsel iligki icin anlasip AT nin evine gitti.
Burada da alkol afan ikili yakinlast. Ancak A,
A.T.'nin travesti oldugunu anfadi. AXK., iliskiye gimek
istemedigini soyleyince kavga ¢ikti. “Sen ne Ukrayna-
lisin ne de kadinsin, ben seninle birlikte olmam, beni
kandirdin” dedi. A.T., “Benimle yataga girdin, parami
vereceksin” diyerek mutfaga gidip bir satr ve bigak
alip AK.'ya saldirdi. Agrr yaralanan A K. hastaneye
kaldinlirken, Sigli Asayis Buro ekipleri tarafindan yaka-
lanan A.T. tutukland. B Serhat ALAATTINOGLU / AHT
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Blasphemy /Insult / Denigration

Title: Horny Nurse Dug Her Own Grave
Newspaper: Sok

Date: October 8, 2013

Type: News Article

Writer: Anonymous

Having a long title for only a short two paragraph article, the news article talks about a woman who
was stabbed to death in her own house by a man; however, the way the article is construed aims to
create a sense that she had deserved to die. Apart from the ageism shown throughout the article by
emphasizing the woman’s age (“old nurse”, “old woman”), the writer also tries to strengthen the
sense of “horny nurse” in the article’s title by adding phrases such as “spending the night”, “
spree”, “sex party”, “had sex”, “had intercourse”, “wanting to make love again”. By using a Turkish
idiom that can be best translated as “digging one’s own grave”, the article lays the groundwork for
justifying her murder. The uncensored name and picture of the woman are also used in this news
article.

AZGIN HEMSIREY]|
TENESIR PAKLADI

Ingiltere’de birlikte olmak icin kendisine erkek ararken, evsiz genci dairesine
alan azain hemsire. alemden sonra yine sevu;;mek |stey|nce canindan oldul..

NGIL’I‘ERE nin baskenti

Londra’da ikamet eden

yash hemsire, geceyi
gecirmek i¢in, 20 yasmdaki
evsiz bir genci, yalniz yasa-
dig1 apartman dairesine aldi.
Ancak 62 yasindaki hemsi-
renin, seks alemi kanh bitti.
Yash kadin, tam 28 bicak dar-
besiyle éldurildi.

Emekli hemsgire, evsiz bir
gencle yaptig: seks partisi
sirasinda korkune
bir sekilde oldiiril-
dii. Iki torun sahibi
olan kadin, sokakta
rastladig evsiz genc-
le evinde seks yapti.
Jack Huxley (kiicik
resim) adindaki genci

den sevismek isteyen
Dundas, reddedilince
ofkelendi. Uyusturucu
evine gotirip, porno ) ve votka etkisi altinda-
izleten Janis Dundas, Ki cift tartisti. Tartis-
daha sonra onunla ilis- 1 ma sirasinda Huxley,
kiye girdi. Sevistikten sonra ~ mutfaktan aldig bicakla yash
uyumak isteyen genc ile yeni- kadim 28 yerinden bicakladi.
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Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration

Title: ‘Deviant’ Threat In Anatolia!
Newspaper: Yeni Akit

Date: December 12, 2013

Type: News Article

Writer: Muhsin Bayraktar / Ankara

Reporting on the “Local Meetings Against Homophobia” events organized throughout the year by
Kaos GL Association, the writer targets the association and LGBTI individuals, defining the association
as an “umbrella organization for sexual deviants”, “spokesman for individuals with deviant sexual
tendencies and the representatives of the prostitution industry”. Throughout the article, LGBTI
individuals and the association are described by adjectives such as “perverse” and “deviant”, and the
idea that homosexuality is a disease is stated. As in other articles published on homosexuality, and
especially on the activities of Kaos GL Association, the activities of the association are listed in detail,

and hate speech is dispersed by the use of adjectives, titles and sub-headings.
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Emnity / War Discourse

Title: “Asakir-i Magdure-i Muhammediye”*
Newspaper: Ortadogu

Date: November 13, 2013

Type: Opinion Column

Writer: Stkri Alniagik

Beginning his column by writing about the roots of the present Turkish military, Alniacik emphasizes
the military’s Islamic and Turkish identity and its greatness. While making a list of all those who
disapprove of this military’s existence, he includes “crypto-lJews, transvestites and crypto-
Armenians”, and defines a group of people as “political transvestites”. In opposition to the groups he
described, he also creates a group that he identifies as “us”, who are defined as “Mohammed’s
soldiers”, thereby creating a type of animosity based on violence.

* (Arabic for “Mohammedian Army Deserving Victories”)
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“Asakir-i Magdure-i
Muhammediye!..”

BUGUNKU modern Tirk Ordusu,
1826'da Il. Mahmut'un kurdugu “Asakir-i
Mansure-i Muhammediye” dir. (Zafere layik
Muhammedi ordu)

Devsirme veya Timar vererek degil, vatani
yukamlilik usuliiyle asker toplayan bu or-
du, zamanla biitiin islam Tarihinin en giiclii
ordusu haline gelmistir.

Ordu “Muhammedi” yani Musltimanlara
mahsus oldugu igin, vatan borcu 6deyen as-
kerlere verilen “Mehmetgik” ismi de bu ta-
rihten sonra kullanilmaya baglamistir.

Bu ordudan onceki islam ordular, sultan-
larin maagh veya dirlikli ordularyd:. islam
Tarihinde cihangir halife ve hukimdarlar,
Hz. Omer, Muaviye, Gazneli Mahmut, Al-
parslan, Timur, Fatih, Kanuni... kalabalik ve
guclt ordular kurmuglardir. Ancak bunlarin
hic biri “kisiye ozel” bir iktidara hizmet et-
menin otesine gegememistir.

Hz. Omer’in Kuddis ve Irakeyn fatihi ordu-
su, 15 yil sonra ikiye bolinmis ve Siffin sa-
vaginda bu ordular, 110 giin boyunca Miis-

[dman kani dok-

3 o muslerdir.
@[ﬂ]m Muaviye'nin or-
dusunun  kiliglari-
AMDA@DD& na Ehl-i Beyt'in ka-
g ni bulagmigtir.
Gazneli  Mah-
mut'un Hindistan
fatihi ordusu, 20
yil sonra Danda-
nakan  Ovasinda
epeyce Musliiman
kani dokerek Sel-
cuklu Tarkmenle-
rine maglup ol-
mustur. Ordunun
milli bir rabitasi olmadigi i¢in 1012'nin me-
gakenti Gazne, bugtn artik bir harabeden
ibarettir.

Timur'un Musliman askerleri, Ankara Sa-
vasl ve sonrasinda Musliiman’a verdigi zara-
r, Cin’e ve Hint'e vermemistir.

Osmanli tarihinde ulufesini alamayinca
ayaklanan Yenigeriler veya savastan kagarak
Celali isyanlarina katilan Timarli Sipahilerin
islam’a hizmeti, TSK kadar ozverili degildir.
Toprak uriin vermeyince veya Sultan bahsis
vermeyince bozulan bir ordu, islam’i temsil
edemez.

Turk tarihinde, aynen Bedir Savagindaki gi-
bi, kisilere, hanedana, saltanata gore degis-
meven bir dava ordusu, ancak 20. Yiizvilda

stRlnlEl

meyen bir dava ordusu, ancak 20. Ytizyilda
ortaya cikabilmistir. Oncekilerden de fazla
olarak Musliiman Turk’tin caninin, malinin,
Irzinin ve namusunun teminati olan bu ordu,
hic kimsenin stiphesi olmasin ki gelmis gec-
mis “en giiglii” Islam ordusudur.

ABD'nin psikolojik savas disiplininin bir
parcasi olan “Acik Toplum” trendinin,
Tuirk’tin ve Islam’in gozbebegi olan bir kuru-
mu, yok etmesine asla izin vermeyecegiz.
Herkes icin sinirsiz bir takva icinde uyanik
olma zamanidir. Takva sahibi Musliimanla-
rin, zafer sarhoslugu icindeki sonradan gor-
me demokrat gortintiimli arabesk TV kanal-
larinin, maksath asker-siyaset haberlerine al-
danmayip, TSK'y1 g6z bebegi gibi korumala-
r gerekiyor.

Bugtin orduya ne yaparlarsa yapsinlar, va-
tan icin oltime kogabilme disiplininin adeta
Tarki mistik ritiellerle ytreklere naksedildigi
askeri egitim sistemi bozulmadikga yeni ger-
cek miicahitlerin, “Gazi” Mustafa Kemal'le-
rin yetismesi her zaman ihtimal dahilindedir.
O yiizden de askeri okullar onemlidir.

Allah-u Teala, disman askerini ve teroristi
Musltiman’in bahgesinden, yatak odasindan
uzak tutan bu ordudan razidir.

Bu milli namus kavgasinda vatan icin, bay-
rak igin Allah igin igin topraga diisen Miisli-
manlar gehittir. Madem ki 6len Mehmetcik-
ler sehittir; dyleyse bu ordunun bir islam or-
dusu olduguna hic¢ kimse itiraz etmemelidir.

Boyle bir orduyu ABD istemiyor. AB, iste-
miyor. PKK istemiyor. Boyle bir orduyu AKP
istemiyor. Vicdani retgiler, donmeler, traves-
tiler ve kripto Ermeniler istemiyor. Moda bu
ya... SP ve BBP'nin liberal sag milliyetcileri
ve Huida-par, Hak-par, “So-par” “Bu-par” da
boyle bir orduyu istemiyor..

Biz ise her turlii harp karsisinda ordumuz-
dan, Tirk'tin namus-u harimine “bogazke-
sen hisan” olmus celik iradesinden memnu-
nuz. icindeki darbeciyi ayiklar, onu bagimi-
zin Uzerine koyariz.

Bizim evlatlarimizin ve torunlarimizin, ir-
z1, namusu ve insanhk onuru, sizin Rotsc-
hildinizin, Rockefeller inizin, Soros’unuzun
kapital keyfinin mezesi olan “ileri demokra-
si” masalindan ¢ok daha degerlidir.

Ey siyaset travestileri!.. Turk Silahli Kuvvet-
lerinden elinizi cekin.

Salon Milliyetcisi degiliz biz. Muham-
med'in askeriyiz, Mehmed'iz!..

Siz ABD ile elele verir onu gadre ugratirsi-
niz... Her birimiz, birer “Sultan Mahmut”
olur, “Zafer” parolasiyla yenisini kurariz!..

“Asakir-i Magdure-i Muhammediye” ye
izin vermeyiz..
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Emnity / War Discourse

Title: Are Law And Order In Place In Antalya?
Newspaper: Antalya Korfez
Date: September 18, 2013

Type: Opinion Column
Writer: Mehmet Tosun

Disturbed by the presence of transgender individuals in the Kisla neighborhood in Antalya, the writer

describes their presence as “ugly scenes” and states that the neighborhood had turned into “a

neighborhood rife with drugs, violence, prostitution and rumbling”, thereby strengthening the image

of transgender identity with crime. The last paragraph of this writing covertly includes a violent

threat similar to the one observed in an article studied in this report, titled “Do the Syrians Deserve

These Sacrifices?”: “Do not be surprised if in the near future you hear of an assault that ends in

physical injury or even death in the Kisla neighborhood, because | am very sure that either somebody

who visits the neighborhood at night or one of the residents will commit this crime.”

ANTALYADA ASAYiS BERKEMAL Mi?

Basin disi

Mehmet
TOSUN

Konuk Yazar

m.tosuné4@
hotmail.com

uclarla miicadeleyi nasil
S basardin?” sorusuna

New York Belediye Bas-
kani Guiliani'nin cevabi:

7z
:

/

"Metruk bir bina diisiniin. Binamn
camlarindan biri bile kirik olsa, o
cami hemen tamir ettirmezseniz,
cok kisa siirede, oradan gecen her-
kes bir tas atip, binanin tiim camla-
nint kirar. Ben ilk cam kinldiginda
hemen tamir ettirdim.

Bir elektrik direginin dibine ya da
bir binanin késesine, biri, bir torba
cop biraksin. O ¢6pii hemen oradan
kaldirmazsamiz, her gecen, ¢opiinii
oraya birakir ve cok kisa bir siirede
daglar gibi ¢op birikir.

Ben ilk konan ¢op torbasini kaldirt-
tim."

Bir sokagin suc bolgesine doniisme
siireci 6nce tek bir pencere caminin

kinlmasiyla bashyor. Cevreden tepki
gelmez ve cam hemen tamir edil-
mezse, oradan gecenler o bolgede
diizeni saglayan bir otorite olmadi-
g distintyor, diger camlan da kin-
yor. Ardindan daha biiytik suclar
geliyor.”

ANTALYADA ASAYiS MAALE-
SEF YETERLI DEGIL

Bazi gazeteci arkadaslarla beraber
zaman zaman fuhus, asayis ve gurilta
sorununa deginen yazilar yaziyoruz
koselerimizde.

Bilhassa Kigla mahallesinde iki tane
travesti ile baslayan siire¢ bugtin iti-
banyla belki de yirmi otuz travestinin
yerlestigi ve geceleri sokaklar isgal et-
tigi bir hale dondstu.

Bu konuda en ¢ok yazi yazan biri ola-
rak stireci cok iyi biliyor ve takip edi-
yorum.

Emniyet gliclerinin bir plam vardi tra-
vestileri ana arterlerden kovalayip, ara
sokaklara gondermek.

Boylece ana arterlerden, biiyiik cad-
delerden gecen omzu riitbeli yetkili-
ler, anhi san siyasetciler bu cirkin
gorntiileri gormeyecekler Emniyet
de “Antalya’da asayis berkemal” diye
kasim kasim kasilacakti.

Ki kasilyor bazen yaptigi agiklama-
larla.
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Bu konuda Antalya Emniyeti'ne ne
kadar tesekkiir etsek yeridir bunu ba-
sardilar.

Yani tembel gelinin pisligini halinin
altina stiptirmesi gibi bir olayi biiyiik
bir basari ile gerceklestirdiler.
Kocaman bir aferin onlara!!

Kisla mahallesi iki tane travestiyle
baslayan siirecte, su anda dikkat edin
ve kulaklarinizi iyi agin, kimse ti¢
maymunu oynamasin; uyusturucu,
siddet, fuhus ve giiriilti sarmalinda
bir mahalle haline geldi.

Mahallede oturanlar geceleri emni-
yeti yani 155'i aradilar, sikayet ettiler,
sonug degismedi.

Bir tane amirin aklina New York Bele-
diye Bagkani gibi davranmak gelmedi.
Ciinki o sekilde davranmak sorumlu-
luk gerektiriyordu.

Kolay yolu sectiler, sikayetler coga-
linca biraz daha sik dolastilar, sikayet-
ler azalinca gevsettiler.

Mabhalleli kendi aralarinda toplanip
geceleri sokak beklemeye basladi iki
guin kadar, emniyet geldi ve bu is ka-
nunsuz girin evlerinize bu bizim isi-
miz dedi.

Halk tamam dedi yani giivendi emni-
yete, keske glivenmeseydi mahallede
suc orani artarak biiytidu biz seyrettik,
emniyet seyretti.

iktidar partisinin il bagkanina yazdik

ve dedik ki: “Bu olay: partinizin tem-
silcilerine iletin, mahalle halki ola-
rak sikintidayiz” dedik, ses cikmadi.
Evinde travestiyi oldiirdiler, yine tra-
vesti yiiziinden giindiiz herkesin gozii
onunde silahla birbirlerini vurdular,
her gece hir giir.

Motorlu kuryeler aracihg; ile uyustu-
rucu satildigr herkesin dilinde.

Simdi geceleri bu kentin ne kadar iti,
kopugu varsa artik Kisla mahalle-
sinde, gece yansi yiiksek sesli miizik
dinliyoruz, motor yarslarina sahit
oluyoruz.

Cocuklar ana avrat kifiirleri 6grendi
bu itlerin birbirleriyle kavgalarinda.
Yani New York Belediye Baskani gibi
davranamadi yetkililer, iki travestinin
digerlerini cekecegini ve onlarla bir-
likte kentin sug islemeye miisait in-
sanlarinin da o mahalleye
tstisecegini hesaplamadilar.
Kagabilen kaciyor mahalleden satiyor
evini bir baska semte gidiyor.
Kagamayanlar ise sinir stres bir vazi-
yette bir yerlere rahmet okuyor.

Kisa bir zaman icerisinde Kisla civa-
ninda yaralama veya 6liimle sonucla-
nacak bir olay duyarsaniz sagirmayin,
cok iyi biliyorum ki ya geceleri gelen-
ler, ya da ¢ildiran bir mahalle sakini
bu sucu isleyecek.

Bitmedi devam edecegiz.
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DISCRIMINATORY DISCOURSE IN PRINT MEDIA

The Alevi File: Not Explicitly Negative News, But Still Discriminatory

1. Historical Context

Analysing discriminatory discourse directed towards Alevis in print media is only possible by
considering social and political crossroads and shifts in balances of power. As demonstrated by the
hate speech reports that have been published every four months by the Hrant Dink Foundation since
2009, hate speech towards Alevis is rare. However, this does not mean that Alevis are not
discriminated against.

The centralization politics shaped by Sunni Islam and applied since the 16™ century by dominant
political actors have ignored the fact that Alevism is a different understanding of Islam. However, for
Alevis, Alevism is just as much a system of law and social order as it is a system of faith. Although
Alevis gained the right to become full citizens, after undergoing a period of being considered a tebaa
(a minority), the abolishment of dervish lodges and the ocak and dedelik (socio-religious leadership)
establishments by the Abolishment Code of Dervish Lodges and Islamic Monasteries in 1925
following the establishment of the Republic rendered it very hard to keep Alevism alive.
Furthermore, since Alevism was associated with the Sunni understanding of citizenship, Alevis’
particular problems and the discrimination they faced were ignored. This disregard made it difficult
to expose the systematic discrimination Alevis were subjected to in daily affairs, education, university
life, state bureaucratic matters and in their professional life. Moreover, Alevis were used as a
scapegoat in many of the political or social periods of unrest that have been stirred up by the State
since the Ottoman times. The judicial processes for the state-sponsored events, which largely
involved Alevi citizens losing their lives and massacres taking place in neighborhoods primarily
inhabited by them, such as those in Maras (1978), Corum (1980), Sivas (1993) and Gazi (1995), did
not have fair results. The contradiction between the discourse, where Alevis were claimed to be
equal citizens, and the assimilation of their culture, sociological structure and the lack of justice
shown to them within the context of this equality, caused Alevi actors to take on various
relationships with the prevailing governments. Some chose to associate the centuries-long
discrimination shown towards the Alevi faith and the sociological presence of Alevis by aligning
themselves with the prevailing power, while others chose to criticize the prevailing government
publicly.

The position that Alevi NGOs and their thought leaders take today vary between associating
themselves with the prevailing government or criticizing it. These differences in response provide us
with information on the political network of Turkish politics. In the relationships formed with Alevis,
the way in which civil-society or political actors positions themselves in regard to certain Alevi actors
or the disregard they choose to show towards them, reveals the Alevi stance in terms of the
dominant politics. In this context, it is possible to conduct an analysis on discriminatory discourse
towards Alevis in print media by ascertaining which newspaper reflects various Alevi actors in a
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certain light and/or ignores some. This analysis also provides clues on the particular newspaper’s
relationship to the other political actors in Turkey.

2. Purpose

The political developments of Turkey in both domestic and foreign spheres have resulted in the
Alevis being increasingly encountered on the government’s agenda. Some of the more prominent
matters featuring them include the governmental workshops organized as part of the 2009-2011
“Alevi Initiative”, the government’s frequent references to the sect during the tension between the
Syrian regime, the visibility of the sect at the funerals for the young Gezi protestors organized at
cemevis (Alevi houses of worship), the declaration made revealing that the third bridge on the
Bosphorus would be named after Yavuz Sultan Selim, who was held responsible for murdering 40.000
Alevis during the Caldiran War in 1514, as well as the collaboration between the Gulen Movement
and Cem Foundation for a mosque-cemevi project.

The goal of this study is to understand whether or not the language used in print media published
between September 1, 2013 and December 31, 2013 used discriminatory discourse against the
Alevis, who have throughout their history and to date have been party to the social cleavages of
society, to analyse the type of mechanisms used to reference the discrimination in the audiences’
historical memory and to see how the discriminatory language has been recreated through political
and societal polarization.

3. Method

The discrimination generated against Alevis is evaluated using the “discourse analysis method
supported by content analysis”. In the content analysis, a list of words and concepts that may be
relevant in the specific time period studied was compiled, including the word “Alevi”, and an analysis
was conducted to see how they were used in the newspapers. These words included the Turkish
version of the translated terms, in alphabetical order: Alevi, Alevism, Ali (Ibn Abi Talip), Antioch,
Arabic Alevi, assimilation, Ataturk-follower, Bekthashi, mosque, Cem Foundation, cemevi, coup,
dede, Ergenekon, protest, Gulen Movement, Hatay, Hizir, Kemalist, Redhead, Mamak, marginal
group, Nusayri, Pir Sultan Abdal, provocator, semah, political, left, Syria, Sunni, Shii, terror,
Tuzlugayir.

All the newspaper items involving Alevis were categorized in silico using their quantitative and
qualitative data. Quantitatively, information such as the page number, frequency and the type of
news item where the news appeared is documented, as well as the byline (name of the
reporter/columnist, name of newspaper, type of news, page number, title, etc.). Qualitatively, it was
determined in what light the Alevis or an event related to the Alevis (e.g. mosque-cemevi project)
was portrayed. At this point, content analysis was used.

Although Alevis have felt the consequences of the discrimination shown against them in both their
daily and professional lives, political discourse centred on identity and discourse that directly
discriminated against Alevis was criticized immediately during the period after the 2000s, within the
context of the EU harmonization and democratization process. During the last two years of the press
monitoring project that has been conducted by the Hrant Dink Foundation since 2009, hate speech
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directed towards Alevis has not been frequently seen. However, it should not be assumed that just
because overt incidences of hate speech do not stand out in this project that the media does not use
such discourse towards the Alevis, who in fact have been discriminated against most consistently. On
the contrary, discrimination against Alevis is regularly perpetuated through the use of historical
memory, symbols and sociological dynamics by prevailing and opposing powers and the associations
formed between political actors. In this process, information that causes discrimination and a sense
of assimilation for Alevis makes their way into our daily lives as norms. In short, discrimination
against Alevis subtly becomes normal, is internalized and is constantly and systematically

regenerated.
Number of Hate Speech Items towards Alevis
in the Hate Speech In Print Media Reports
Published Every Four Months
(2012-2013)
January — April 2012 0
May — August 2012 1
September — December 2012 1
January — April 2013 2
May — August 2013 0
September — December 2013 2

Understanding the discourse used by various actors while they position themselves in relation to one
another and how this discourse appears in the media, gives clues on the type of mental mechanisms
that generate discrimination. Therefore, this study analyses the discourse of civil and political actors
discussing Alevi-related events, the historical, sociological and political messages and symbols used
and also how these appear in the media.

4. Context

For the analysis of discriminatory discourse against Alevis, certain dates were determined based on
the Alevi-related events that appeared in the media during September 1-December 2013. These
events and dates are as follows:

- September 1-2: The announcement of the mosque-cemevi project conducted in collaboration with
the Cem Foundation and the Gulen Movement.

- September 9-14: Groundbreaking ceremony for the project and protests held in Ankara-Tuzlugayir.
- October 8-9: Dates following the statement made by AK Party (Justice and Development Party)
Deputy for Adiyaman, Mehmet Metiner, “Cemevis are homes to terrorist organizations”, during
Ahmet Hakan’s TV Program, Tarafsiz Bélge (“Independent Zone”).
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- December 14-20: Abant Platform Meeting organized by Gulen Movement-Affiliated Journalists and
the Writers Foundation on the Alevi Initiative.

Ten newspapers were selected for analysis. These papers are Birgiin, Habertiirk, Hiirriyet, Milliyet,
Ozgiir Giindem, Star, Sézcii, Yeni Safak, Yurt and Zaman. These newspapers were selected on the
basis that they extend into different political channels and represent various sub-cultures.

5. General Findings

236 News articles and opinion columns were published on Alevis, during the dates aforementioned,
in the monitored newspapers. When the distribution of these news items is analysed
numerically, Ozgiir Giindem ranked first with 43 items on Alevis, and Yeni Safak ranked second with
37 news items. S6zcii ranked last in terms of number of items published, with six news articles and
one opinion column on Alevis.

Number of News Items Published on Alevis

Ozgiir Glindem
Yeni Safak
Birgiin

Milliyet

Star

Zaman
Habertlrk
Hurriyet

Yurt

Sozci

The types of news items were categorized as news articles, opinion columns, headlines, photo
captions, advertisements, serial articles, interviews and comments. Of the content analysed, 57.8%
consisted of news articles and 30.6% of opinion columns. News on Alevis was carried eight times to
the headlines. Photo captions, advertisements, serial articles, interviews and comments constituted
8% of the total content. The distribution of different types of news items per newspaper is shown in
the graph below:
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6. Topic Based Monitoring

Within the scope of the discrimination analysis, news items written on issues that have an immediate
effect on Alevis, such as the mosque-cemevi project, Tuzlucayir protests, Abant Platform meeting on
the Alevi Initiative, as well as those written on the comments made by Metin Metiner, where he
associated cemevis with ‘terror’, were included.

In the analysis, news articles and opinion columns on the mosque-cemevi project and Tuzlugayir
protests were observed to be associated with one another. Another important observation was that
although there had not been any references made to Alevism, news involving the cause of death and
the funeral of Ahmet Atakan, who had been murdered during the Gezi protests, as well as other
news items involving largely-Alevi populated neighborhoods, were accompanied by subtle visual
references or repetitive messages that alluded to Alevism. In this context, the mosque-cemevi
project, Tuzlugayir protests and uprisings in other neighborhoods and news on Ahmet Atakan were
analyzed independently of each other. Also, other subjects involving Alevis were analyzed in separate
sections. These subjects include news items involving the police investigation held in the
neighborhood of Hasan Firat Gedik following his funeral, the Abant Platform meeting, Syrian Alevis,
Sakine Cansiz and faith, and historical developments and political relations.

A. Mosque-Cemevi Project

The mosque-cemevi project, a collaborative initiative between the Gulen Movement, Cem
Foundation and Haci Bektas Veli Culture, Education, Health and Research Foundation, for which
construction began at the beginning of September 2013 in the Tuzlugayir neighborhood of Mamak,
Ankara, is significant in terms of revealing the position held by political actors on the Alevi issue. The
project has been presented as a project of “brotherhood and peace”. The newspapers took three
different positions towards it: “supportive”, “critical” and “neutral-informative”. These positions are
not inherently discriminatory, but what they based their arguments on revealed the mechanisms that

generate discrimination against Alevis in general or on Alevi political actors in particular. Therefore,
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the newspapers that published news articles or opinion columns that had a supportive or critical
approach towards the project were analyzed in terms of the arguments they presented.

The newspapers that contained the most news articles or opinion columns supporting the mosque-
cemevi project were Yeni Safak, Zaman, Star and Habertiirk, in decreasing order. Other newspapers
that contained the most news articles or opinion columns that criticized the project were Ozgiir
Gilindem, Birgiin, and Yurt, in decreasing order. Presenting different opinions on the subject, after
having reported on it with a neutral tone, Milliyet provided a multidimensional view of the issue.
Hiirriyet did not appear to have any agenda for channeling people’s opinions, as it presented the
issue with a neutral tone and published opinion columns that featured a variety of opinions.

The distribution of news articles and opinion columns that support and criticize the project is as
follows:

Position in regards to Mosque-Cemevi Project

Zaman
Yurt

Yeni Safak
Star

M Supportive

Soézcu

0 M Critical
Ozglir Glindem ritica

Milliyet
Hirriyet
Habertlirk

O Neutral

Birgln

i. News Items Supporting the Project

The news articles and opinion columns that supported the project varied in the arguments they
made. These arguments were supported by messages such as “brotherhood and peace project”, and
“not assimilation, but a chance for equality”. Below are more details on the newspaper texts that
have built on this theme.

The Message of “Brotherhood and Peace”

The message put forth by the Gulen Movement and the Cem Foundation regarding the mosque-
cemevi project is that it is a “project of brotherhood and peace”. Zaman, Yeni Safak and Star adopted
and highlighted this message as stated. As for Habertiirk, it only contained a part of this message,
“brotherhood”, but the way it was conveyed was very similar to the way it was conveyed in Zaman,
Yeni Safak and Star, and therefore, it possibly helped to reinforce the same message.
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Taking into consideration that the Gulen Movement is one of the major actors in the project, the way
in which Zaman, the Gulen Movmenet’s print media organ, featured news items on this subject
provides clues on the political actors’ positions towards it. Zaman announced this project in
September 2013, by quoting from Kemal Kaya, President of Haci Bektas Veli Culture, Education,
Health and Research Center and from Sahin Akinci, President of Cem Foundation’s Ankara branch. In
the news, Kaya’s opinions on this project, such as this project’s potential to “contribute to the union
of Sunnis and Alevis” and the opportunity it provides the two groups “to know each other better and
strip them of their prejudices”, as well as “preventing the sectarian conflicts in the Middle-East from
being ignited in Turkey”, are highlighted. The same news also criticized those who protested the
project by quoting from the President of Cem Foundation’s Ankara branch, Akinci that “Following the
Gezi Park protests, certain groups with malicious intentions are trying to ignite a conflict between
Alevis and Sunnis”. Therefore, this news provided the opinion of two Alevi institutions and ignored
other Alevi institutions that are critical of the project, and the protests were presented as the work of

m

“provocateurs’”. This approach contains elements of alienation and is discriminatory.

The project’s groundbreaking ceremony appeared as the headline in Zaman on September 9, 2014.
This news contained the supportive opinions of Faruk Celik, the minister responsible for the Alevi
Initiative at the time and the present Minister of Labor and Social Security, as well as izzettin Dogan,
President of Cem Foundation. The same news labelled protestors against the ceremony as a
“marginal group” and included Hiseyin Ayglin as one of its supporters, a deputy of the main
opposition party, CHP. In the news that appeared on the front page on September 10, 2013, involving
the mosque-cemevi project, the newspaper highlighted quotations from izzettin Dogan, Cem
Foundation’s President, describing the protestors as “not Alevi youth, and they are people ignorant
about Alevism”, and stating that those who do not support the project would “remain marginalized”.
The same news referenced Hiseyin Ayglin, a CHP deputy and political representative of the Alevis,
who was the first deputy to make a request in the Grand National Assembly of Turkey for the
opening of a cemevi. Zaman also included statements from CHP Vice President, Erdogan Toprak, CHP
deputy for Ardahan, Ensar Ogiit, CHP deputy for Sivas, Malik Ecder Ozdemir, supporting the project.
Through the comments made by Cengiz Hortoglu, President of Anatolian Alevi Bektashi Federation,
that stated “If these people are Alevis, | can tell you that there is no violence and hate in Alevism. If
they are not Alevis, then they have no right to act on behalf of them”, protestors were officially
denounced as not being Alevis by the relevant authorities. This approach supported the segregation
of Alevis into “the real group™ and "marginal provocateur protestors’ by the Alevi actors that support
the project (ibrahim Dogan, Zaman, 10 September 2013).

In addition to news articles on the groundbreaking ceremony of the project, other supporting
comments made by Peter Stano, the spokesperson for Stefan Fiile, European Commissioner for
Enlargement and European Neighborhood Policy, AK Party Vice President, Numan Kurtulmus and
CHP’s former President, Deniz Baykal, were published on the front page for a week. Also, the
opinions of Turgay Develi, CHP deputy for Adana, who labelled those who were against the project as
“provocateurs”, also appeared on the front page.

When the content of the news items about the groundbreaking ceremony published in Zaman on
two consecutive days are analyzed, it is observed that Alevis are divided into two groups; “people
that are pro-peace and supporting the project” and “others that are pro-conflict and not supporting
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the project”; with the latter being denounced as “people whose Alevi identity is questionable”.
Under this categorization, it could be claimed that there is discrimination between Alevi groups.
Moreover, the deputies of the CHP, the party that Alevis are perceived to be supporting and voting
for, are also divided between comrades and others. In summary, while actors that take different
positions on the project are categorized in a polarized way, Zaman did not have any news items that
criticized the project.

CHP MILLETVEKILI TURGAY DEVELI:

Cami-cemevi
kardeslik projesi,
karsi cikanlar

Yeni Safak and Star are the other newspapers that
adopted the “brotherhood and peace” theme of
the project.
photographs of Faruk Celik, the Minister of Labor

These newspapers included
and Social Security, and izzettin Dogan, Cem
Foundation’s President, together flying white
doves as symbols of peace and giving speeches
next to one other. Yeni Safak in particular was
observed to have shown its support for the project

by placing it in the headlines and making it front

provokator

BILAL OGUTC{ ADANA

Ankara’da temeli atilan ‘Cami-Cemevi

Kiiltiir Merkezi Projesi'ne CHP
icinden gelen destek artiyor. CHP Adana
Milletvekili Turgay Develi, projeye kars
¢ikanlarin provokatorliikten baska bir sey
yapmadigini sdvledi. ‘Kardeslik projesi’
olarak nitelendirdigi calismay toplumda
barisin temini adina ¢ok énemli buldugunu
belirten Develi, "[nananlarin ibadetlerini
ayni kompleks icerisinde kendilerine

page news. Both these newspapers also covered
the criminal acts associated with Alevis as sub-
headings for part of the mosque-cemevi project
The
“provocateurs” or “marginal groups” in Yeni Safak

news. protestors were presented as
and Star, and these statements were made in a

in these
Reasonable

explanations made by the civil or political Alevi

harsher and more alienating tone

newspapers compared to Zaman.

actors who criticized the project were not included
in any of the news articles or opinion columns.
Some opinion columns published in Yeni Safak

ayrilan yerlerde yapmasinmn kime ne zarar
olabilir?" diye konugtu. MPOLITIKA 13

regarding the Tuzlugayir project are discussed in later sections.

took a critical stance against the project. These
the

criticisms and discriminatory discourse

The message of “Not Assimilation, but A Chance for Equality”

Some of the news articles and opinion columns in the media have emphasized the concepts of
“equality” and the “chance to know each other”. With this emphasis, certain writers stated that
those who viewed this project as a project of “assimilation” did not understand it, and that if there
was an attempt being made to destroy Alevism as a sect, it would not have been granted public
visibility, thereby placing Alevis on an equal position with Sunnis through such a project, and that this
project was an answer to all the obstacles preventing cemevis from being considered as houses of
worship. Moreover a writer for Zaman made a reference to an Alevi dede (socio-religious leader),
and labeled those supporting the project as acceptable Alevis and those that protested it as violence-
prone ones (see Sahin Alpay, Zaman, 12 September 2013). Some stated that the criticisms prevented
Alevis from being included in the public sphere and asked how Alevis who had remained immune to
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assimilation all these years would now be assimilated (see Abdullah Muradoglu, Yeni Safak, 10
September 2013; Ozlem Albayrak, Yeni Safak, 14 September 2013).

With the intention of not alienating Alevis, this Sunni and Alevi association, which involves equality
and the chance to know each other, is based on the understanding that the practices of both faiths
are the same. However, such discourse stands in opposition to its intention, criticizes a group within
Alevis and recreates the sense of discrimination and assimilation. In order to summarize how this
mechanism works, it should be noted that Alevis do not define themselves as a separate sect but
rather as a group with a different understanding of Islam. Also, although today cemevis are the
worship houses requested by Alevis, they are in fact a result of urbanization, but historically what has
maintained their faith are the systems of Ocak and dedelik. These systems sustained injuries during
the centralization politics of the Ottoman Empire following the 16th century, and they took a major
blow in 1925 when dergahs (dervish lodges) were closed and the dedelik institution was abolished by
the constitutional law. Although Alevis have practiced their faith despite the alienation and
prohibitions, the system of faith has been deeply wounded. Alevi students are not exempt from
participating in the Religious and Moral Education classes at schools, and they are enjoined to take
elective courses that are shaped by a Sunni Islam understanding. Although government officials
emphasize that Alevism has been added to religious education courses, most Alevi institutions are
not satisfied with the content added and most importantly, they are concerned about the possibility
of teachers’ regenerating discrimination while discussing the topic. In short, they emphasize that just
as the Sunnis have easy access to learn about the Koran and their faith system from an Islamic
divinity school graduate at a mosque, they also need mechanisms to keep their faith alive through
oral culture as opposed to information conveyed in only a limited number of pages. What is
understood by assimilation for the Alevis who take a critical approach to this project is that the
attempt to explain the Alevi system of faith has always been done through centralized Sunni
references and was therefore damaged through political policies and urbanization What is meant by
assimilation by the Alevis who have taken a critical approach to this project is that their system of
faith was always being explained through centralized Sunni references and was damaged through
political policies and urbanization. In this context, although those calling this project “a project of
brotherhood” aimed to help Alevis be understood, some Alevis perceive this aim to contribute to
assimilation.

There are also groups that support the mosque-cemevi project in a more neutral tone, emphasizing
that it may allow both parties to know each other better. For example, Atilla Yayla, a columnist at
Yeni Safak stated that it could be a means for the groups to get to know each other and stressed that
real progress could be achieved by taking political steps on fulfilling certain requests of Alevis, such
as opening worship houses. Fehmi Koru highlighted, in the September 10 edition of Star, that in the
modern world, worship houses could stand side by side with one another. In his column written on
September 12, he pointed out the importance of understanding the meaning behind the social
uprisings, from the Gezi protests to the Tuzlucayir events. Lastly, on September 9, Ahmet Hakan a
writer for Hiirriyet, initially questioned why the project was criticized, but the next day he published
the comments sent to him by someone from his audience, explaining that the reason why he/she did
not support the project was because “it created a perception that a cemevi can only be legitimate as
long as it stood together with a mosque.”
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ii. News Items Criticizing the Project

The opinions stated in newspapers that took a critical approach towards the mosque-cemevi project
were based on various points of view. Some arguments were derived from the claim that the project
had an assimilation agenda or that the project was against their faith, while others were based on
sociological and political perspectives. Two distinct approaches were clearly observed in newspapers
containing news items that criticized the project: those that created polarization while criticizing the
project and those that included opinions of various actors in a balanced way while criticizing the
project.

The newspapers that contained the most news items criticizing the mosque-cemevi project were
Ozgiir Giindem, Birgiin and Yurt, in decreasing order. Ozgiir Giindem and Birgiin highlighted the
assimilation aspect of the project in their criticisms, whereas Yurt took a critical approach without
identifying any aspect in particular. Milliyet included a variety of opinions in a balanced way. Civil and
political actors who criticized the project voiced their ideas in news articles and opinion columns in
Ozgiir Giindem, Birgiin, Yurt and Milliyet. In Yeni Safak, although the editorial preference appeared
to support the project in its news items, it was observed that some of its opinion columns also took a
critical approach.

The Message of the “Assimilation Project”

Ozgiir Giindem and Birgiin featured opinions that interpreted this project as a project of assimilation,
and they also included opinions of different opposing views from Alevi actors. For instance, Ozgiir
Glindem judged this project to be an assimilation project, criticizing the attack on the protestors with
a headline on September 9 that read “Tolerance Gas for Alevis”, and it also covered the mass
resignation of the youth branches of Cem Foundation’s Ankara branch. As often as neutral coverage
of the project appeared in the newspaper, violence-prone or even war-encouraging discourse was
equally present. On September 10 and 14, the newspaper included a statement that likened izzettin
Dogan, one of the actors in the mosque-cemevi project, to the historical Alevi figure Hizir Pasha, who
had caused the death of Pir Sultan Abdal, and also stated that Dogan had been punished with the
harshest punishment in the Alevi community, the punishment of “shunning”. Such associations about
the actors referenced were used along with the word “community” to represent the entirety of the
Alevi society and thereby strengthen the legitimacy of the message. For example, this can be seenin
a news article that appeared on the front page of Ozgiir Giindem on September 10: “The community
that stated ‘We do not accept the Hizir's project’ labelled Dogan as a shunned community member.”

When the news items printed in Zaman, Yeni Safak and Star involving protestors are evaluated in
comparison with the approach taken by Ozgiir Giindem towards the Alevi actors that embrace the
project, it can be observed that polarizing and discriminatory discourse is generated in a similar
manner in these newspapers. In opposition to the discourse that claims to represent the majority of
society, stating that the protestors of the mosque-cemevi project could be neither Alevi nor Sunni
but only marginal, anti-peace people, stands another discourse which publicly announces the
“shunning” of the project owners, likening them to Hizir Pasha and not accepting them as Alevis, and
these discourses manifest themselves in the media as the reflection of the two polarized mindsets in
the public sphere.
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The mosque-cemevi project was covered with a neutral tone in Birgiin, including its perspectives
from both project owners and opposing actors, with a highlight on assimilation. Making it to the
headlines on September 9, the project was evaluated as an “attempt for assimilation”, nonetheless,
the police’s response to the protestors was criticized without an alienating or violence-prone tone. In
Turan Eser’s column on September 10, the mosque-cemevi project was labeled as a “center of
assimilation”. Turan listed a number of historical examples that those Alevis who opposed the project
associated with assimilation. He also claimed that izzettin Dogan and the Cem Foundation had an
agenda to disempower Alevis by “cutting their ties to the left and bringing them into the Sunni
circle”, and that they were collaborating with the Gulen Movement for this purpose. This criticism
seems to include more of an aggressive tone compared to other news that appeared in Ozgiir
Giindem.

Other Criticisms

Running contrary to its editorial approach, some opinion columns that appeared in Yeni Safak took a
critical approach towards the project. These criticisms were based on sociological or faith-related
analyses. For example, in his column on September 11, Ali Bayramoglu covered Alevis’ protests in an
analytical way and emphasized that turning a deaf ear to the protestors’ voice would be a political
mistake. On the same day, Murat Aksoy stated in his column that the mosque-cemevi project would
alone not be sufficient enough to solve Alevis’ problems and that associating their reactions to
violence prevented the attainment of real solutions.

Although not covered extensively in the media, some writers publicly known to hold a Sunni identity
also criticized the mosque-cemevi project. According to Hayrettin Karaman’s column published in
Yeni Safak on September 13, “A religion cannot have two temples”. Karaman explained that the
Alevis’ request to have cemevis accepted as houses of worship was a result of urbanization, and he
guestioned the unification attempt of mosque and cemevi before their initial request for recognition
of cemevis was granted. According to Karaman, Sunnis and Alevis had a common house of worship,
the mosque, and Alevis could use other locations such as “tekke, dergah, cemevi and association
homes” for other specific acts of worship. As discussed above, although Yeni Safak has supported the
project from an editorial perspective, and even published discriminatory discourse towards Alevis,
the newspaper also included criticisms against the project made by columnists who used a variety of
arguments.

In its issue published on September 12, on page 13, Yurt published an interview conducted with
Veliyettin Hiirrem Ulusoy, the posthnishin (sheikh) of Haci Bektas Veli Dergah, with the title “Equality
is the Prerequisite to Brotherhood” in order to criticize the mosque-cemevi project, which is
presented under the pretext of “brotherhood”. The interview with Ulusoy contained the heading
“We do not Require a Mosque for Worship”, with the sub-heading, “Instead of Combining Mosque
and Cemevi, These Two Temples Should Exist Side by Side, with Mutual Respect”. In addition,
another sub-heading was used in the interview, “Brother does not Shoot at Brother”, to criticize the
police intervention.

Lastly, in his column in Milliyet, Melih Asik published the names and some of the opinions of Alevi
civil society organizations that criticized the project. However, his description of the statements
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made by Alevi institutions as “vitriolic” creates the possibility that these institutions will be
associated with violence.

B. Tuzlugayir Protests

The mosque-cemevi project and the Tuzlucayir protests that were opposing the project were covered
under the same titles in the newspapers. The power of these protests, which affected political
discourse towards Alevis, caused them to be analyzed under a separate title in the discriminatory
discourse. The way Tuzlugayir protests were covered in print media, the portrayal of the protestors,
and how the texts and visuals were organized in the page layout, may explain the way direct or
subtle discrimination against Alevis is generated.

i. The message that “Protests have a provocative agenda”

In the section where news items supporting the mosque-cemevi project were analyzed, it was stated
that words such as “provocateur”, “mal-intentioned groups”, “anti-peace groups” or “marginal
section” were used for the Tuzlucayir protestors in newspapers that supported the project, namely
Zaman, Yeni Safak and Star. It can be claimed that the newspapers identify the protestors as
violence-prone individuals. This identification reflected itself in certain news articles and opinion
columns and thereby caused discriminatory or even hate-provoking discourse.

An example of an opinion column wherein alienation was demonstrated very clearly and radically
was Mimtazer Tlrkone’s article published on September 11, 2013 on the commentary page in
Zaman, titled “Marginalizing Parasites”. Stating that the mosque-cemevi project did not provoke any
criticism from Sunnis, Turkéne drew parallels between the protests and the military conflict in the
East and Southeastern parts of Turkey. While doing this, he portrayed PKK as the “blood-shedder”
and BDP, as the peacemaker. In this parallelism, he presented the mosque-cemevi project as the
project for the Sunni and some of the Alevi people who wanted peace and equality and depicted the
protestors as “parasites that live off of violence and blood”. At this point, those that criticized the
project were associated with the PKK. It can be claimed that Tlrkone’s allusion to terror through his
reference to the PKK recreates the hierarchy between Sunnis and Alevis and generates discriminatory
discourse or even hate speech towards the suggested Alevi identity of the protestors and the PKK
related Kurds.
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Marjinallesen parazitler

Cami-cemevi projesi, Alevilerin “esit
haklar™ talebini karsilayan dev gibi bir
adimm. Alevilik, dislanmak veya vok savil-
mak verine, Stmni inang ile esit stattide
saygin bir mevkiye yerlestirilivor. Birlik-
te, van vana ve ayni avlu icinde. Yanmda
da asevi. Selamlasmak, konusmak, birbi-
rini tamimak ve duvarlari yikmak ic¢in ne
kadar ideal bir vasat. Inanclar semboller-
le vasar. Ayni mekanda caminin ve ce-
mevinin birlikte ver almasi, sembolle-

rin otesine gecerek Alevi sorununun so-
mut bir mekana vansiyan ¢ozumii de-
mek. Bu projeve, Stunni kesimden her-
hangi bir itirazin gelmemesi bile tek basi-
na Turkiye'de kat ettigimiz uzun mesafe-
nin onemli isaretlerinden biri. Ama yine
de karsi gelenler ¢ikiyor. Var-

man, kliniklerde demir parmakhkh ko-
guslara konuluvor. Kendilerine zarar
verecek durumda olanlara, onu hare-
ketsiz birakan deli gomlegi givdirilivor.
Bir de tek basina gavet sakin olan in-
sanlarin, bir araya geldiklerinde birbir-
lerinden cesaret alarak baskalarina top-
Iu halde zarar verme egilimleri var. Top-
lumsal patoloji dedigim bu. Sosval psi-
koloji veya kitle psikoloji bu tiir sapkin-
hiklarn konu edinip, sebeplerini anlama-
va ve dogal olarak bu psikolojinin tret-
tigi kitle siddetini engelleyecek vollar
bulmaya calisiyor. Tek basimma gayet nor-
mal bir kisilige sahip bir birey. bir gru-
bun icinde bambaska bir kisilik dtizeyi-
ne geciyor. Yakiyor, yikiyor ve oldiri-
vor. Lin¢ hadiseleri bu du-

Iiklarini, Alevilige degil, Alevi  Bizim hala kanayan rumun tipik 6rnegi. Kitle
sorununun ¢oztumsuzlugi- yaralarimiz var; ve galeyana gelivor ve ne ol-
ne baglayanlar bu gticlii ¢o6- onlari tedavi etmek icin dugunu dogru durtst anla-
zim adimm durdurmak icin uzunsiireli tedaviler madan birinin “vurun, 6l-
siddet viikli protesto eylem- 2 < diwrtin” aaghgi ile bir insami
lerine girisiyor. “Bu projenin laZlm.' Tedawllerledlkce parampar¢a ediyorlar. Sa-
nesine karsisimiz?” sorusuna parazitler aciga cikiyor kinlestikleri zaman yaptik-
verdikleri hi¢bir cevap yok. ve marjinallesiyor. Az larini sanki seyrettikleri bir
Sekiz avdir, PKK 'nin daha zaman ve sabir.. film gibi hatirliyorlar. Bu

doktuigi kan durdu. Coztim

denilen sey, kendi mecrasmda emin
adimlarla ilerlivor. Kiirtler rahat bir ne-
fes aliyor; Guneydogu yasanacak bir yver
haline geliyor. BDIP’nin oylan artivor.
BDPP’li politikacilar da. 6zellikle bolge
halki da durumdan memnun. Ama sid -
detin durmasimdan rahatsiz olanlar var.
Neden? Cuinkti varhk sebepleri orta-
dan kalkiyor. Mide sancilar icinde kiv-
raniyorlar. Zaten durmus olan geri ¢e-
kilmevi durduruyorlar. Bayiik kentlerde
kitlesel siddet ¢cagrilan vapivorlar. K-
clik gruplar sokaklara doktltivor. Kitle-
sel siddet bashvor.

Duismanlikla, siddetle ve kanla var
olabilen parazitler bunlar. Varliklar: dts-
manhgin, siddetin devam etmesine bagh.
Baska bir diinyalari, bagimsiz bir hayatla-
r1 yok. Baska bedenlerle, baska hayatlarla
nefes alip verebilivorlar. Sorunlar ¢ozal-
diikce ivot gibi aciga cikivorlar. Aciga ¢cik-
tikca marjinallesiyorlar.

Sivasal alanda, bir tiuw toplumsal pa-
tolojinin yvansimalarinm olmasi dogal.
Bireyler baskalarina zarar verecek dere-
cede ruhsal hastahga dtcar oldugu za-

toplumsal hastaligin 6nt-
ne gececek, tedavi edecek bir yontem
hentiz gelistirilmedi. Kimseyi, on daki-
ka sonra bir kitlesel siddet eylemi i¢in-
de ver alip baskalarina zarar verecegi
icin psikiyatri servisine vatiramazsiniz.
Elinizde iki ara¢ var. Birincisi, sebeple-
re egilip egitim veya medya politikala-
r1 ile kitlesel siddeti besleven dinamikle-
ri kontrol altma almak. Toplumda biri-
ken ofkeyi veva nefreti bosaltacak poli-
tikalar gelistirmek. Ikincisi ise, son daki-
kada baslayacak olan siddet firtmasimimn
ontine dikilen polis sefinin becerisine ve
birikimine gtivenmek. Aldiginiz tedbir-
ler, buldugunuz careler toplumsal pato-
lojivi, sizinle ¢ikarlar1 catisan vabancila-
rin istismarina engel olamuyor.

Bir canlinin bedeninde agilan yara pa-
razitlere bir havat alani acar. Parazit yara-
va yerlesip, kan emmeye baslar ve orada
bir koloni olusturur. Bizim hala kanayan
varalarumiz var; ve onlari tedavi etmek
icin uzun stireli tedaviler lazim. Tedavi
ilerledikce parazitler aciga ¢ikiyor ve mar-
jinallesivor. Demek biraz daha zaman ve
sabir gerekivor. m.turkone@zaman.com.tr

Another article that contained discriminatory discourse towards those criticizing the project was
Abdilhamit Bilici’s article titled “Blame it all on Hizmet”, published on September 14 in Zaman. Bilici
talked about the democratic steps taken by (Gulen’s) Hizmet movement, including the mosque-

cemevi project, and he used the following expressions for those who criticized this project: “...Those
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secretive institutions that pretended to belong to the marginal group, such as Aydinhk/Oda TV, tried
their best to darken this bright picture.” Since among the Aydinlik/Oda Tv affiliated individuals there
were also some individuals who were tried under the Ergenekon case due to military tutelage, an
attempt was made to portray the protestors as being associated with “Ergenekon”, or “coup-
organizers”, as they were publicly perceived.

It can be inferred that Yeni Safak discriminated against Tuzlucayir protestors by making references to
their faith. For example, izzettin Dogan, President of the Cem Foundation, emphasized that “the
protestors could not possibly be Alevi”, and he was not sure if they were Sunni either, and he did not
understand how they could be against the mosque-cemevi project, which he called a project of
peace. His comments appeared in Yeni Safak, on the front page, under the title “Not Alevi, Nor
Sunni”, along with a photo of the protestors. On the same page, the headline was “Horse Bargain”,
with a sub-heading, “War Profits”, where correspondences between the US, Russia and Syria on
chemical weapons and the issue of the Syrian refugees were covered. Although these news articles
are independent of each other, the fact that Syrian refugees are Sunni and their President an Alevi is
an important piece of information in the public’s conscious. This news that was presented with both
clear and subtle references between systems of faith might create a sense that those who do not
support this peace project in Turkey may not have any faith at all. It can be concluded that Yeni
Safak, a newspaper whose audience mainly consists of pious conservative readers, embraces a
discourse that causes discrimination due to the understanding that these people do not have faith.

® Cem Vakfi Bagkani Iz-
zettin Dogan, Anka-
ra Tuzlucayir’daki ca-
mi ve cemevi projesine
karsi sokaklari savas
alanina cevirenlere
tepki gosterdi. Dogan,
“Bunu yapanlarin Alevi
olmasi miimkiin degil.
Bence Siinni de degil.
Bir baris projesini, ‘neresinden asagdi
ekebiliriz, halkin nazarinda itibarini
tebiliriz’ derdindeler” dedi c14

Star published a news article on September 14, stating that the protestors attacked the police, with a
headline that read, “Tuzlucayir calmed after announcement”, where it was highlighted that an
announcement said “You are attacking the police that protect a cemevi and a mosque.” Through this

emphasis, in addition to associating the protestors with violence, the protesters were also presented
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as people who do not hold respect for sacred spaces, albeit, in a more subtle way than it was done in
Yeni Safak.

ii. Messages of Reaction to the Police Intervention

It was observed that Ozgiir Giindem, Birgiin, Yurt, Milliyet and Hiirriyet took a critical approach
towards the police intervention, with different approaches and at varying levels of criticisms.

The news items addressing the mosque-cemevi project in Ozgiir Giindem covered the Tuzlugayir
protests and were written through the perspective of actors opposing the project and at times used a
language that nurtured polarization. For example, on September 10, the headline was “Alevi
Uprising”, with a sub-headline claiming that the Alevi community had “shunned” izzettin Dogan. On
September 12, it would not be too ambitious to say this language of polarization had turned into a
public invitation to war, where news items contained polarization and violence, and Tuzlucayir and
other protests were combined or parallels were drawn between them. The presentation of the first
page, including the relation between layout and content, in addition to the headline, “Days of
Rebellion”, had the qualities of an invitation. In one of the sub-headings, the word “assimilation” was
used in association with the mosque-cemevi project, and with the use of another title, “Out to Rallies
Against Assimilation”, it was announced that the Alevis were going to organize big rallies. This
content was accompanied by a photo of a masked protestor surrounded by fumes of smoke.
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On September 9, Birgiin and Yurt brought the police intervention in the Tuzlugayir protests to their
headlines. Birgiin covered the news under the title “Autumn Arrives in Mamak”, and in Yurt, “Police
Violence in Full-force”. Both newspapers highlighted the harshness shown to the protestors by the
police. Continuing the story on page 9, Birglin announced the burning of a civilian’s home under a
sub-heading. In Birgiin and Yurt, news involving other protests was either directly linked with those
in Tuzlucayir, or they were placed adjacently in the page layout. In contrast to the approach taken in
Zaman, Yeni Safak and Star, Birgiin and Yurt portrayed the police as the aggressor, not the
protestors. In order to emphasize the police brutality, Yurt used the headline, “Martial Law” to
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awaken the reminiscence of past coups. With this approach, it can be said that they used the police
as a reference to the coups which had been historically performed by the military in Turkey.

Although Sézcii took a critical approach towards the police intervention, bringing it to its front page
with a sub-heading: “Police did not Show Mercy towards Alevi Citizens”, it is not possible to say that
the news carried direct messages from Alevis. It could be claimed that the real reason why the
newspaper put the mosque-cemevi project on its agenda was not to give voice to Alevis’ opinions,
but rather to criticize the government. As a matter of fact, the headline read “Tayyip Caused the Loss
of Olympics for Turkey!”
of Ethem Sarisiilik, a protestor who had lost his life during the Gezi Park events, was hurt, and the

opinions of Ercan Gegmez, President of Haci Bektas Anatolian Culture Foundation, who had criticized

The rest of the article covered the news on the protest, where the brother

the project as a project of the “deep state”.
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C. News on Protests, Certain Cities, and Neighborhoods and on Ahmet Atakan

During the press monitoring conducted on discriminatory discourse, it was observed that Star and
Yeni Safak, in particular, had subtly drawn associations between certain events, among which were
the Tuzlucayir protests, the protests held at various neighborhoods since the Gezi events, the
protests against the road construction at METU and the funeral of Ahmet Atakan, who had died
during the protests in Antakya. Although these news articles and opinion columns did not make any
direct references to the Alevi identity, the fact that the people who had lost their lives during the
Gezi and subsequent protests were Alevi, including Ahmet Atakan, and that the Tuzlucayir protests
were opposing the mosque-cemevi project, these news items were also analyzed in this study. Given
that those protesting the mosque-cemevi project are alternately labelled as “marginal provocators”
and as “people seeking justice”, shows that a certain judgement on the protestors is being imposed.
Analyzing how these events are covered can reveal if political or civil society Alevi actors are also
subjected to discriminatory discourse and thereby can shed light on the mechanisms that generate
discrimination.

Through the use of their photographs and titles, Yeni Safak and Star associated protestors with
violence and portrayed the police as the injured party. On September 14, below the news story titled
“No Trace of Capsule”, on the cause of the death of Ahmet Atakan, Yeni Safak placed another news
article titled “Garbagemen in the Streets”, where it linked protestors in Antakya with the Gezi events.
The newspaper made an accusation that stated: “Wherever there is a garbage bin, they group
together and ignite it.” In the coverage of this news the objective of the protesters who participated
in the Gezi movement, including Ahmet Atakan, was described as sheer brutality. Moreover with the
use of the word “garbagemen”, an insult was directed against not only the protestors, but also the
refuse collectors employed by the city.

The analysis has shown that Star has been the newspaper responsible for most clearly associating the
protests with the Gezi events. In the news items, the idea that the protestors provoked the police is
often repeated, strengthening the association between the protestors and violence. On September
12, the news article titled “Death Trade”, discussing the cause of death of Ahmet Atakan, referenced
the Gezi protestors as a “lobby” group. While covering the news on the protests in various other
cities on September 14, it was always emphasized that the protestors provoked the police. In each
news item, protestors were associated directly with violence.

In the news article, titled “METU Causes Havoc in Hatay”, published in Star on September 11, the
protests in Hatay were covered in relation with the protests taking place in METU, the search of
Abdullah Cémert’s offenders and the death of Ahmet Atakan, while the caption under the photo
showing demonstrators in front of a fire barricade highlighted the violence of the protestors. The
cities and neighborhoods where protests took place were listed as Istanbul Kadikdy, istiklal Street,
the Gazi neighbourhood, Eskisehir and Hatay.

Although the news items published in Habertiirk involving the METU protests, the Tuzlugayir

protests, the events in Dikmen, Ankara, the mosque-cemevi project and the cause of death of Ahmet

Atakan were presented side by side, the language used did not attempt to draw direct associations

between violence and the protestors. Moreover, the news on a protestor rendering first aid to a

police officer was published with the title “Protesting Doctor Came to the Rescue of Injured Police
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Officer”. With this approach, Habertiirk maintained a neutral tone in its coverage of the news, and

the protestors were not presented as aggressors.
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Milliyet and Hiirriyet covered the news on the protests in a mostly neutral tone. However, on
September 13, Hirriyet presented the association made by Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan, likening
the protests to the “events of May 27th”, on its front page. Carrying such an association on the front
page potentially promotes the formation of two judgments in the public sphere. First, it could convey

the message that the AK Party is drawing parallels between the protests and the coup that happened
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on May 27, 1960. Secondly, this message might present the idea that the protests have the aim of
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D. News on Hasan Ferit Gedik

It has been observed that in almost all the newspapers, the neighborhoods that are featured
prominently in relation to the protests and police investigation are the Gillsuyu and Gazi
neighborhoods in Istanbul. In the Giilsuyu neighbourhood, which is populated mostly by Alevis, a
young adult named Hasan Ferit Gedik had been murdered on September 30, in a shooting carried out
by a group of people. The transfer of Gedik’s funeral procession from Armutlu cemevi to the Giilsuyu
neighborhood was initially prevented by the police, but then eventually permitted. This conflict was
given coverage in the media with a highlight on the neighborhoods, and images of armed persons
attending the funeral were published.

The police investigation involving the search for the armed persons that attended Hasan Ferit Gedik’s
funeral was published on the front pages of newspapers on October 8. Although this event was not
one of the selected topics in discrimination analysis, since its implications were frequently covered in
the press on October 8, it was nonetheless included in the study. Habertiirk, Hiirriyet, Sézcii, Star and
Yeni Safak covered the events on their front pages. In reference to the type of weapon found at
Gedik’s funeral, Habertiirk, Hiirriyet and Sé6zcii used titles such as “Operation Kalashnikov” or
“Operation Kelesh” [nickname for Kalashnikov in Turkish]. All of the newspapers printed pictures of
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young masked men holding Kalashnikoff rifles next to the title of the article, and the articles often
mentioned the Gazi and Gilsuyu neighborhoods where the investigation was held and highlighted
the DHKP-C organization. Star presented the news with a statement that claimed the events had an
“objective to create sect-related conflict”. Habertiirk emphasized “terror” and “drug gangs”.

The appearance of the police investigation on the front pages and in the headlines, along with
images of masked young men carrying guns, portrayed Alevi neighborhoods as crime zones and
young Alevi men as potentional criminals. Also, there was a subtle association made between the
Alevi issue and the Kurdish issue, as the news used terms such as “kalashnikov” and “terror”, which
have been used as references to the ongoing conflict that has been going on in Southeastern Turkey
for over 30 years. As a result of all these associations, these news items carried discriminatory
discourse towards Alevis, and even subtly towards Kurds.

The reference to the word “terror” is especially interesting at this period, because it is the same
period within which Mehmet Metiner, AK Party Deputy of Adiyaman, had stated “cemevis are home
to terror”, on Ahmet Hakan’s TV show, Tarafsiz Bolge [Independent Zone]. The reactions to this
statement were neutral in Milliyet and S6zcii, whereas Ozgiir Giindem took a very critical approach
towards it, as evident from its front page. On October 9, the reaction to this statement appeared on
Ozgiir Giindem’s front page under the headline, “The Sin is your Sin”, and with a sub-heading,
“Metiner’s Mindset is Terrorist”. This news appears next to BDP Co-President Selahattin Demirtas’s
statement on the solution process, which was qualified as “the harshest speech” he had ever made
on the issue. Ozgiir Giindem presented the reaction to Metiner’s statement next to a high-level
political actor’s words and on the same page where mainly the Kurdish issue is discussed. This
approach can be said to create direct opposition to the sovereign state by associating the Kurdish
and Alevi issues together.

E. News on Abant Platform

Known for its close associations with the Hizmet Movement, the Reporters and Writers Foundation
organized an Abant Platform meeting titled, “Alevis and Sunnis: Searching for Peace and the Future
Together”. Following the mosque-cemevi project, the manner in which such a project would be
covered in the media is important in terms of discriminatory discourse analysis. At the time when the
Alevi issue was on the agenda, the Abant Platform meeting was covered in some of the newspapers
monitored. Zaman was the newspaper that gave the widest coverage to this event. The platform’s
meeting was found on the front pages and inside sections of the newspaper every day. It was
observed that the “Alevi-Sunni brotherhood” message promoted by the mosque-cemevi project was
highlighted and repeated while the Abant Platform was held. Also, equal-right-citizenship was
another theme that stood out.

News on the Abant Platform was published in Hiirriyet, Milliyet, Sézcii and Yurt. Following Zaman,
the event was covered the most in Yurt. On September 15, Yurt published critical comments made by
Reha Camuroglu, a former AK Party deputy, on the workshop on Alevism that had been organized by
the government as part of the Alevi Initiative. On September 16, the platform was not directly
criticized, but the question of “Are Alevis used as a tool in the AK Party-Gulen conflict?” was raised.
Additionally, the final declaration of the meeting was published and a discussion held during the
platform on the Directorate of Religious Affairs was mentioned. In his column in Yurt, Necdet Sarag
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criticized the Sunni-dominated discourse in the platform and stated that Alevism was brought onto
the agenda only under its assocation to Islam and Sunnism. The newspaper also included criticisms
by Reha Camuroglu, and former Minister of Culture and Tourism, Ertugrul Glinay regarding AK Party’s
political steps involving Alevis and the existence of a Directorate of Religious Affairs. In his column in
the same newspaper, Fatih Yasl objected to the disingenuousness of the Abant Platform meeting for
criticizing the Alevis, who had always embraced the existence of the Republic like a “man in love with
his executioner”, and for not discussing the troubles they had undergone during the Ottoman times.
While highlighting its criticisms against AK Party within the context of the Platform, Yurt kept its
distance from the Platform itself, both in its news articles and its opinion columns.

F. News on Syrian Alevis

It has been observed that the politicians’ faith-related messages on the recent events in Syria over
the past years have affected domestic politics as well. The government’s highlighting of the “death of
Sunni citizens” following an explosion in Antakya’s Reyhanli district, and allusions made to Esed’s
Nusayri identity (although Alevism and Nusayrism have differences), facilitate the potential that the
Syrian issue could be interpreted as an Alevi-related issue by the public.® Many discussions on this
subject have taken place in various newspapers. However, since the Syrian issue would need to be
analyzed separately, only news on direct references to Alevism are included in the current analysis.

At the time when the question of Syrian refugees was on the agenda, the news covering the
placement of Syrian Alevi refugees, who could not be placed into refugee camps, in Pir Sultan Abdal
Cemevi in Istanbul’s Gaziosmanpasa district, was covered in Birgiin, Milliyet, Ozgiir Giindem and Yurt.
Although some of these news items contain a neutral tone that did not discriminate against Alevis,
they could still hold a political message. For example, in Yurt, a statement in one of their related
articles read, “AK Party’s sect-related politics”. Also, some neutral news items carried positive
messages towards the Alevis in their titles and their content. For example, an article in Birgiin
introduced the news under the title “Alevis opened their doors to Syrians”. Newspapers also covered
news on the municipality officers of the Fatih district expelling Alevi refugees from parks wherein
they had sought shelter.

During the period that the press was monitored, newspapers such as Yeni Safak and Zaman covered
the news on Syrian refugees with references to Sunni union of faith and victimhood. Moreover, as
discussed in earlier sections, in Yeni Safak and Star's coverage of the protests, where it was
suggested that Alevis played a part, protestors were associated with violent conflict. It should also be
noted that those newspapers whose audience is the religious, conservative and politically central
right and that gave wide coverage to Alevis’ protests, did not mention Syrian Alevi refugees or the
support shown to them by some Alevi NGOs. Within the period of analysis, Star only gave coverage
of the attack on the cemevi where Syrian Alevi refugees were residing. It should be remembered that
if news on the problems faced by Syrian Alevi refugees or the hospitality shown to them by cemevis
during the times outside of this study period are not published, other efforts and projects conducted

®http://www.baskahaber.org/2013/06/basbakan-erdogan-gezi-park-isgalci.html; Yasin Aktay “When Deaths Are
Used For An Agenda”, Yeni Safak September 2 2013; Murat Aksoy, “Mosque-Cemevi Project would not Solve
Alevis’ Problems”, Yeni Safak, September 11 2013; Ali Bayramoglu, “Alevi, Nusayri, politics...”, Yeni Safak,
September 14 2013.
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by various actors involving Alevis would also not be conveyed to their audiences. It would not be too
ambitious to claim that these newspapers would prefer to portray Alevis as “people who only protest
and have a suspicious faith”, unless an Alevi related issue is handled by someone who holds opinions
close to theirs.

G. News on Sakine Cansiz

The news on the semah ceremony organized in Dersim for a female member of the PKK (Kurdistan
Workers’ Party) murdered on January 9, 2013 in Paris, was covered in Habertiirk, Ozgiir Giindem and
Star on September 9. Star provided neutral coverage of the event, whereas Ozgiir Giindem quoted
from Aysel Tugluk, Co-President of DTK (Democratic Society Congress), who had stated that “With
the light lit by comrade Sakine, we’ll make their efforts [of stripping Dersim of their Alevi and Kurdish
roots] futile”. With this message based on camaraderie, the association made between Sakine Cansiz
and PKK, which she represents, is portrayed in a positive light in Ozgiir Giindem. Another newspaper
that highlighted Sakine Cansiz’s association with PKK was Habertiirk. Although this particular news
item appeared with an informative tone in the newspaper under the title “They danced a semah for
PKK-affiliated Sakine Cansiz”, other news on the issue contained discriminatory discourse. The
subheading contained a statement from a former female PKK-member, “I left one type of slavery for
another without knowing”. Moreover, the news included statements from female terrorists and
elements of violence and oppression in the PKK were constantly repeated. On the same page, a news
article entitled “Terror Halted Facebook Investigation” and “Letter that Made a Martyr’s Mother Cry”
also appeared. In this manner, although there is not direct discrimination shown towards Alevis, by
associating them with PKK, which is presented as a terrorist organization, a subtle form of
discriminatory discourse is shown towards Kurds, Kurdish Alevis and the people of Dersim.

H. News on Faith, Historical Past and Political Relations

Faith, history and politics are areas where arguments on Alevis and Alevism are made. Since the
manner in which these arguments are presented and by which civil and political actors these
arguments are made point to the type of discrimination shown against Alevis, analyzing the variety of
these arguments is also important. Opinion columns and comments made by certain writers (Sedat
Ergin, Hiirriyet, 8 October 2013; ilhan Kaya, Yeni Safak, 9 October 2013) state that the issue of Alevis
as citizens has not been resolved yet. In addition to comments made by political and civil society
actors, Yurt also covered news on personal stories of discrimination faced by Alevis. The news on
September 1, involving the police investigation held in Alevi homes as a result of the Gezi events, and
another news story on December 15 about a citizen who had stated that he had protested against
the discrimination he faced at Tiirk Telekom because of his Alevi identity, are examples of such news
items.

There are also an equal number of news articles and opinion columns that question the Alevi faith
and make generalizations on Alevi political opinions and about the Alevi faith itself. Akif Emre’s
“Which Alevism?”, published in Yeni Safak on September 12, constitutes an example of such news
items. Akif Emre described the pluralism in Alevism by using statements such as “those who describe
it as a sect within Islam, and those that want to force a new religion upon us outside of Islam”. In the
same writing, Emre also associated Alevis directly with Kemalism and explained the “distancing” of
Alevis from Islam through this ideology and even used the expression “secular pagan” in his last
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paragraph. In the next lines, he wrote about the differences in the Alevism of Tunceli (Dersim) and
the Alevism of Hatay (Antakya). He talked about the problems of Alevism in Tunceli (Dersim) within
the context of “non-Islamizing Kurds” and associated the Alevism of Hatay (Antakya) with Nusayris
and mentioned the importance of the Koran.

This approach contains analytical problems and elements of discrimination. First, due to geographical
and historical differences, the Alevis’ relation to Kemalism is varied. Moreover, although the Alevi
faith had taken a blow by the Abolishment Code of Dervish Lodges and Islamic Monasteries,
according to Alevi faith leaders and thinkers, rather than distancing Alevis from Islam, the manner in
which the law has been administered actually associated them more with the dominant Sunni
understanding of Islam and thereby harmed their own faith.” As mentioned above, Alevis that
associate themselves with Islam, define their faith as a sect of Islam. Similarly, those Alevis who
identify with Islam, admit that they include a variety of cultural elements in their practice. Some of
these practices include pagan elements. However, even for those who position Alevism outside of
Islam, the faith is too complex to be defined by only pagan elements. In Antakya, the Arabic Alevis’
relationship to the Koran differs from other Alevis’ relationship to the Koran in other geographical
locations due to the fact that one of their mother tongues is Arabic. However, the frequent use of the
Koran by the Arabic Alevis does not mean that they interpret their holy book in the same way
followers of Sunni Islam do. In short, Akif Emre puts the varied practices of Alevism due to geography
in a hierarchical order based on how much the Koran is used in these practices. Moreover, he makes
political references with his analysis. This approach contains discrimination at various levels as it
shows how the Alevi faith can be harmed by Sunni Islam references, a disturbance frequently
expressed by many Alevis, and as it criticizes a system of faith, basing it on a another one, all of which
is done through a medium that has the power to affect public perception, namely a newspaper.

In the September 12 edition of the Milliyet, a series of articles was begun on the Alevi faith and
related issues, with Alevis from different geographical locations presenting their own perspectives.
Due to political pressure, however, the series was discontinued.® Given such an attitude in a media
system so closely aligned with mainstream politics, it is not surprising that Alevis are prevented from
articulating their own views or enjoying visibility outside of a Sunni Islam understanding.

I. Discriminatory Discourse Through the Use of Visuals

The layout of news articles and opinion columns, the selection of photographs as well as other news
and advertisements found next to them, carry importance in terms of how discriminatory discourse
against Alevis is generated in an open or subtle fashion. The news accompanied by discriminatory
visuals is mostly included in the analysis of topic titles. However, it is also important that visuals are
analyzed on their own, since they carry the potential to manipulate our perceptions.

"Nil Mutluer, “Koran’s Core is Ashik’s Word”, Milliyet, September 13 2013, http://gundem.milliyet.com.tr/yol-
1-surek-1001-asigin-sozu-/gundem/detay/1762742/default.htm,

Nil  Mutluer, “The Core of Faith 1is Being Killed”, Milliyet, September 14 2013,
http://gundem.milliyet.com.tr/yol-1-surek-1001-inancin-ici-/gundem/detay/1763284/default.htm

®Detailed discussion on this subject can be found in Derya Sazak’s book, Damn Such Journalism (Boyut
Publishing House, 2014).
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Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

When newspapers are compared, it can be claimed that Star and Yeni Safak use visuals that border
on discrimination. Although Zaman and Yeni Safak both carry similar messages, Zaman prefers to
incorporate discourse that could lead to discrimination in its articles, whereas Yeni Safak, in addition
to the discourse, also uses visuals for discrimination.

In the previous sections, Yeni Safak’s presentation containing elements of visual discrimination was
discussed. However, a certain advertisement and its layout contained possible discriminatory
discourse towards Alevis at a time when news focused on the groundbreaking ceremony of the
mosque-cemevi project. The advertisement for a history magazine, Derin Tarih, with its issue’s title
reading “Yavuz Did Not Massacre 40.000 Alevis” appeared systematically in Yeni Safak during
September 9-14. For example, this advertisement appeared on September 9 and 10 in the sub-
heading, on the same page with news titled “The Foundation is Laid for the Mosque-Cemevi Project”
on September 9, and “They Will Not Spoil the Brotherhood” on September 10. On both dates, photos
of Minister Celik and of Dogan, President of Cem Foundation, were published, in smaller size on
September 9 and in larger size on September 10. The news on September 10 also contained Bekir
Bozdag’'s statement, “Mosque-cemevi is a symbol of our union” and another news item titled
“Provocation in Tuzlugayir”. The same advertisement appeared on September 14, below Faruk
Beser’s writing in the middle pages titled “All those who Pray towards the Kiblah are Brothers, so Let
us Prove It”, referring to the Shia-Sunni brotherhood.

When the government had announced that the third bridge in Istanbul, for which construction had
begun, would be named Yavuz Sultan Selim, a discussion began in the public sphere. The manner in
which Yeni Safak published the advertisement for the Derin Tarih magazine may contribute to the
negative portrayal of Alevis, considering that they have a negative perception of Yavuz Sultan Selim,
who caused the death of 40.000 Alevis during the Caldiran War, and also at a time when there is
direct and subtle discrimination against Alevis due to the Syrian conflict. By placing the
advertisement next to the mosque-cemevi project, the newspaper attempted to strengthen the
perception that discriminatory policies do not exist against the Alevis, not during the Ottoman times
nor today, when a project of “brotherhood” is underway. Those who criticized the project and
protested the groundbreaking ceremony were alienated in the news as “provocateurs” and
“marginal groups”. Therefore, any arguments that would be made by these alienated groups were
not included in the newspapers, and even if they were, the argument made by the Derin Tarih
magazine, would resonate in the minds of the readers as a source of historical truths.

Another newspaper that generated visual discrimination is Star. Especially the images involving
protestors or the police investigation conducted on the armed persons present during Hasan Ferit
Gedik’s funeral, suggested these people’s direct association with violence. The presentation of these
news items, including photographs and titles, did not include anything on the police intervention.
Protestors were defined as aggressors that victimized the police.

Certain photos and titles used in the news published in Ozgiir Giindem involving the project and
other protests contained a call to violence. Although the newspaper did not have any discriminatory
discourse towards Alevis, the presentation of its visual elements conveyed a call to violence and
strengthened the association between the mentioned neighborhoods and the Alevis with violence.

74



Hate Speech and Discriminatory Discourse in the Media: September - December 2013

Rather than providing in-depth coverage of issues involving Alevis, S6zcu used the issues to criticize

the government. This was performed through visuals and although there were no discriminatory
elements towards Alevis, the use of visuals put the newspaper’s objectivity in question.
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Although Birgiin, Habertiirk, Hiirriyet, Milliyet and Yurt presented news involving protests in

Tuzlugayir in a neutral tone, it could be claimed that the message conveyed through photos and the

layout of the pages made the intervention of the police in the protests more obvious. A news article
that appeared in Milliyet on September 10 titled “A Protest Much Like War” which was accompanied
with the photo of a masked protestor throwing a rock, gave the perception that the protests were

acts of violence, although the content of the news article was neutral in its coverage of the events.

With the exclusion of this news article, it can be said that visuals showing the police acting with

aggression towards the protestors are more commonly found in Milliyet.
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